
God’s 

Unit 1, Lesson 1 

AIM: To realize and experience 

God as the Creator 

Theme: God, Creator of the Whole Universe 

The Book of Genesis gives no indica-

tion as to its author. This is known as 

“the first book of Moses, called Gene-

sis”. Moses wrote the first five books 

known as Pentateuch, during the 

time that Israel wandered in the wil-

derness. Jesus acknowledged Moses 

as the author of these books, Luke: 

24.44, he called it as the “Law of 

Moses”. The Jewish and early Chris-

tian tradition, believe that Moses 

wrote the first five Books of the Bible.  

How ever there are other different 

theories about the authorship of the 

first five books of The Bible. One 

prominent one is the JEDP theory. 

This theory based on the fact that 

different names for God are used in 

different portions of the Pentateuch, 

and there are detectable difference 

in linguistic style. The letters of JEDP 

theory stand for the four supposed 

authors: the author who uses Jeho-

vah for God’s name, the author who 

uses  Elohim for God’s name, the 

author of Deuteronomy, and the 

Priestly author of Leviticus. 

 

seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food.  

30 And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the 

air, and to everything that 

creeps on the earth, everything 

that has breath of life, I have giv-

en every green plant for food.’ 

And it was so.  

31 God saw everything that he 

had made, and indeed, it was 

very good. And there was       

evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day. 

1 Thus the heavens and the earth 

were finished, and all their    

multitude.  

2 And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that he had 

done, and he rested on the     

seventh day from all the work 

that he had done.  

3 So God blessed the seventh 

day and hallowed it, because on 

it God rested from all the work 

that he had done in creation.  

 

26 Then God said, “Let us make 

humankind” in our image,      

according to our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over  

the fish of the sea, and over the 

birds of the air, and over the  

cattle, and over all the wild    an-

imals of the earth, *and over 

every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth.’ 

27 So God created humankind* 

in his image, in the image of God 

he created them;* male and    

female  he  created them.  

28 God blessed them, and God 

said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over 

the birds of the air and over eve-

ry living thing that moves upon 

the earth.’  

29 God said, ‘See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed 

that is upon the face of  all the 

earth, and every tree with  



The book of Genesis is divided 

into two major sections: 

Chapter 1-11: Beginning- called 

the primeval history covers four 

main events that affected the 

entire world; Creation, the fall, 

the Flood, and the confusion of 

language at Babel. 

Chapter 12-50 : Promise  and 

the history of the four great 

men, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 

Joseph. 

Let the students share their ide-

as on creation. Ask them to take 

the common elements from cre-

ation and evolution. There is a 

progressive process in God’s 

creation of the whole universe 

up to the creation of man. 

1. We should appreciate God’s 

creations. (Gen 1:30) 

2 God created Human beings in 

His own image. (The likeness of 

God) (Gen 1:27) 

3 Created them in Male and Fe-

male   (Gen 1:27 

4. See the nature of God (love) 

through His creations.(Gen.1:28) 

5. Fulfill the goal and aim of His 

creation through our lives. (Gen 

1:28) 

6. God created and united them  

as  husband and wife (Gen 

2:24,25) 

7.God blessed them to multiply 

with children (Gen 1:28) 

 

Student Introduction 

One time a young man when to a department store to   purchase 

some items for his house.  When he went to the cashier, he seemed 

very familiar.  Upon further scrutiny, he saw a very close resem-

blance to his father.  They spoke for a few minutes and realized that 

they were second  cousins. (True Story) 

 

In today’s lesson, we learn that we have something in  common with 

our Heavenly father. 

Have you ever had someone say “You look just 
like  your dad (or mom)”?   

What features do they see this resemblance?   

 

God is the creator of the whole universe. He created the whole 

cosmos out of chaos. God created the whole universe out of noth-

ing and set them in  an order. He created human beings as the 

crown of His creation. He created them in male and female. He 

created them in His own image. He appointed them to rule over 

and subdue the other creations of the world. He gave man the re-

sponsibility to take care of His creation. Ruling over and subduing 

is not an invitation to exploit it, but nurturing it with creativity 

and care. 

In verse 26 Then God said,” Let us make humankind in our image”.  

(Ref. john 1;1)Here the creator is the Trinitarian God, which shows 

the presence of God the father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. When God finished the creation, He said, “very good’. 

(Gen.1:31).It was the culmination of God’s work in creating our 

world. Is the universe still in this state of condition or is it de-

formed from the original state t? if so How can we help to rein-

state it back to the original state? 

Genesis 

Comes from Greek; meaning origin, creation, beginning 



Q: Does the idea that you all are made in God’s  
image make you all feel happier, responsible and  
challenged, If so in what way? 
 
Q: What does it mean to you that you are made in the image of God?  
 
Q: How do you see God reflected in the qualities most often displayed in people of the     op-
posite sex? 
 
Q: What does that imply for how you are to live?  
 
Q: In what area do you feel you most reflect God’s image?  
 
Q: What is man’s responsibility towards God’s creation? 

1. Where do we see evidence of the trinity  in the creation of man and woman? 

 
 

2. Did God create only males in the image of God?  Explain. 

 
 

3. What three things did God tell humankind to do? 

 
 

4. What did God say after He was finished with the creation? 



Values 
One of the fundamental beliefs of Christianity is 

that God is the creator and  He revealed Himself.  

What human responsibilities accompany God’s  

self -revelation? 

 

Faith in Action 
What are the three areas where today’s lesson might have implica-

tions for life change? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In general how do you feel about God’s commissioning of human-

kind to “rule “over creation? ( to be more responsible, need to be 

more trustworthy.) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What are some things we can do to protect God’s creation? 

For Example: 

 We can start growing vegetable gardens.  

 Recycle 

 Save energy (light, heat and water) 

Our  

Responsibility  

is: 

 To protect and pre-

serve God’s crea-

tions. 

 To live according 

to the will of my 

creator. 

 To preserve and 

maintain the im-

age of God in my 

Life. (Reflect His 

qualities in my life) 

Memory Verse 

O LORD, how manifold is your works!  In wisdom you have made them all;  

the earth is full of your creatures. 

Psalms 104:24 

 



God we thank you and praise you for the beauty of your creation. O, Lord fill me 

with your spirit so that I may be full of your image. Help us to sustain and preserve 

the beauty of the universe you have created. Enable me to grow in the fullness of 

your image. 

Further Discussion 

The evolution and Big Bang theory.  In creation there is a process of evolution. 

God created the Whole Universe in six days. One day in God’s view is not the 

same  day as what we see today. The Bible is not a book of science or history, (but 

it has science and history), and we believe that it is God’s word. We believe that 

God is the creator of the universe. It is our faith. 



The Fall of 

Unit 1, Lesson 2 

AIM: To understand that the disobedience of 

man (Adam and Eve) leads in to sin and fall 

of humanity from the Grace of God. 

Theme: Sin enters the world because of the disobedience of man. 

Sin enters the world due to the 
disobedience of man; Fall of 
Man from the Grace of God. 

 
Gen.3:6, Rom.5:12 
 
Sin changes the relationship 
between man and God; Aliena-
tion of man From God. 
 
Gen.4:7 
 
Consequences of man’s disobe-
dience brought death; Judg-
ment by righteous God sent him 
out of the Eden. 
 
Gen.3:16-24 
 
Absolution of humanity took 
place through Jesus Christ; 
God’s redemptive action 
brought man in to His Grace 
again. 
 
Rom.5:10 
 
Justification of humanity can be 
received only by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Rom.5:1-3 
 
Disobedience of Adam and Eve 
(represent the human race), to 
God’s Word brought death in to 
this world. How did they get 
tempted in the Garden of Eden? 
They are tempted by Satan in 
the form a serpent. Satan ap-
proached them in the form of 
serpent, explain.  
 
 

1 Therefore, since we are justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 
2 through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 
 
3 And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance,  
 
4 and endurance produces charac-
ter, and character produces hope,  
 
5 and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us. 
 
6 For while we were still weak, at 
the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.  
 
7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for 
a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die.  
 
8 But God proves his love for us in 
that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us.  
 

19 By the sweat of your face you 

shall eat bread until you return 

to the ground, for out of it you 

were taken; you are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.”  

20 The man named his wife Eve, 

because she was the mother of 

all living. 21 And the Lord God 

made garments of skins for the 

man and for his wife, and 

clothed them. 22 Then the Lord 

God said, See, the man has be-

come like one of us, knowing 

good and evil; and now, he 

might reach out his hand and 

take also from the tree of life, 

and eat, and live forever”—  

23 therefore the Lord God sent 

him forth from the garden of 

Eden, to till the ground from 

which he was taken. 24 He drove 

out the man; and at the east of 

the Garden of Eden he placed 

the cherubim, and a sword flam-

ing and turning to guard the way 

to the tree of life. 



The author of Genesis does not 
give any indication of Satan’s 
origin. In the New Testament Sa-
tan and Beelzebub are used syn-
onymously and seen as the evil 
ruler of all that is against God. 
Satan originally was one of the 
angels who lived in heaven and 
was cast out from heaven from 
his high position. He was also 
called Lucifer, which means 
Bright. He was known as the mas-
ter of deception. In Ez.28.12-15 
and Is.14: 12-14 tells us that this 
king was a created being and left 
in the hand of God in a perfect 
state. He remained perfect until 
iniquity was found in him (v.15b). 
 
His heart became proud on be-
cause of his beauty, and his wis-
dom became corrupted because 
of his splendor. Lucifer apparently 
became impressed with his own 
beauty, intelligence, power and 
position.  He began to desire for 
himself the honor and glory that 
belong to God alone. The sin that 
corrupted Lucifer was self- gener-
ated pride. He chose to rebel 
against the Creator. This powerful 
angelic being was rightfully 
judged by God, and thrown to the 
earth. 
 
In the Garden of Eden, Satan dis-
guised himself as a serpent, so he 
could deceive Eve. He persuaded 
Eve to break the commandment 
that God had given to Adam and 
Eve. The consequence of this dis-
obedience led human beings into 
the punishment of death. This 
caused the spiritual death of man-
kind, which led him to a separa-
tion from the glory of God. 
God promised to provide a way 
for us to reinstate the fallen hu-
manity and reconciled the rela-
tionship with humans. He sent His 
only begotten son to accomplish 
that redemptive act through His 
crucifixion. (John3: 16) 
 
The serpent represents the creep-
ing nature of sin, which slowly 
creeps in to man’s (human’s) life 
and conquers him completely. 
God created man to have a fellow-
ship with him and communion 
with him. When God asked them 
about eating the fruit of the for-
bidden tree, they were blaming 
each other. They were not willing 
to admit their mistake. 
 

Student Introduction 

In this lesson we will study the consequences of the disobedience of 

Adam (man) and Eve (woman) to God’s word. 

Have you ever felt tempted to do something that your  par-

ents have insisted not to do? 

(Watching certain specific TV shows, using any gadgets, go-

ing to places that you are not supposed to.) 

Ever faced any consequences of a poor choice in your life? 

 

God placed Adam and Eve in the beautiful Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it, where they enjoyed fellowship with the creator. 
As they were created as the crown of His creation, He gave them 
authority over all creatures. God forbade them to eat the fruits of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for if they would surely 
die. 
 
But Satan being clever and crafty approached and tempted Eve to 
disobey God’s commandment through deception. When the woman 
was tempted, she saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
(lust of flesh), it was delight to the eyes (lust of eye), and it was to 
be desired to make her wise (pride of life). Eve fell into Satan’s trap 
by breaking God’s commandments. Because of this disobedience, 
Adam and Eve were separated from God’s glory through death. This 
means their spiritual death and not the physical death and they lost 
intimate fellowship with God. 
 
When they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden 
at the time of the evening breeze, the man and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden, because they felt shame, fear and guilt. Their sweet inno-
cence was lost forever! 
 
 The Lord God removed the man and his wife from the garden, thus 
sin entered into the world through one man. Wages of sin separates 
man (humanity) from God. Through the act of one man’s disobedi-
ence, spiritual death came to all people. 
 
Even though sin brings imminent judgment from God, this story is 
also interlaced with His matchless Mercy and Grace. Their inevitable 
sentence also came with a promise of salvation to come, with full 
redemption through His one and only son Jesus Christ. God paid the 
price for one man’s disobedience (Spiritual Death) by the sacrifice 
(One’s Death) of His own son on the cross. Through this act of Grace 
alone we are justified and reconciled with God, which promises 
eternal glory to humanity. What a great loving God we have in 
heaven! Even though man had forgotten God, God has not forsaken 
man! 



Q: What kind of temptations do you face 
in your daily life? Are you able to identify 
them?  
 
Temptation from home, church and 
school. 
 
Q: How can you overcome temptations? 
 
Q: Do you believe in God’s promise of  
redemption is still applicable in your life 
today? 
 

1. What did God mean, when He said that man would die? Spiritual death. 

 

2. What are the three different curses God gave to Adam and Eve? Gen.3:14-19 

 

3. God forbid Adam and Eve to eat the fruits from which tree in the garden of Eden? 
Gen.2:17 and Gen.3:3 
 

4. What are the consequences of the disobedience of Adam and Eve? Gen.3:23 

 

5. What was God’s plan of redemption for humanity? Rom.5:19 



Values 
-Identifying temptations 

-Resisting temptation through self-discipline 

-Accepting God’s saving Grace 

 

Faith in Action 
 

Identify some areas in your life where these lesson’s principles can 

be applied. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How can you experience God’s redemptive plan for humanity? 

 

 

Memory Verse 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

John 3:16 

 



Lord, we ask your forgiveness for our disobedience to your com-

mandments. Please help us to resist the temptations in our daily 

life. Give us your heavenly wisdom to make right choices according 

to your Holy Will. We thank you for your divine plan to save us 

back to your Glory through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



of Cain and Abel 

Unit 1, Lesson 3 

AIM: To realize and understand the sovereignty 

of God, the attitude of Cain (human beings) to 

God and his brother Abel (other fellow beings). 

Theme: Cain’s attitude to his brother  (fellow human beings) 

The Meaning of Faith 
 
1 Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.  
 
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors 
received approval.  
 
3 By faith we understand that 
the worlds were prepared by the 
word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that 
are not visible. 
 
The Examples of Abel, 
Enoch, and Noah 
 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a 
more acceptable sacrifice than 
Cain’s. Through this he received 
approval as righteous, God him-
self giving approval to his gifts; 
he died, but through his faith he 
still speaks. 
 

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, 
“Where is your brother Abel?” He 
said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother’s keeper?”  

10 And the Lord said, “What have 
you done? Listen; your brother’s 
blood is crying out to me from the 
ground! 11 And now you are cursed 
from the ground, which has opened 
its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 12 When 
you till the ground, it will no longer 
yield to you its strength; you will be 
a fugitive and a wanderer on the 
earth.”  

13 Cain said to the Lord,“ My pun-
ishment is greater than I can bear!  

14 Today you have driven me away 
from the soil, and I shall be hidden 
from your face; I shall be a fugitive 
and a wanderer on the earth, and 
anyone who meets me may kill me.” 

 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not 
so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a 
sevenfold vengeance.”  

And the Lord put a mark on Cain, 
so that no one who came upon him 
would kill him. 16 Then Cain went 
away from the presence of the Lord, 
and settled in the land of Nod, east 
of Eden. 

Cain’s offering and Abel’s 

offering (Gen. 4:3) 

Cain’s attitude towards God 

and his brother (Gen. 4:5) 

Abel’s attitude towards God 

and his brother (Gen. 4:4) 

It is impossible to please 

God without faith (Heb. 

11:6) 

Consequences of anger and 

jealousy turned into murder 



In Genesis 4, we learn the 
story of Cain and Abel. This 
story explains the relational 
aberrations of human to God 
and human to human. Even 
though Cain and Abel had 
similar upbringing, ultimate-
ly they developed different 
character. 
When Cain chose wicked 
ways, God considered Abel 
as righteous. (Matthew 
23:35) 
This was the first incident 
recorded in the Bible after 
Adam and Eve were ousted 
from the Garden of Eden. 
Cain was the first human 
born and Abel was the first 
human to be murdered by 
his own brother because of 
anger and jealousy. 
 
Offering: 
 
The offerings of Cain and 
Abel were different. Cain 
showed a proud, unbelieving 
heart with his lame selection 
of offering. Therefore he and 
his offering were rejected. 
Whereas Abel was obedient 
in his selection to offer the 
best for God, by his sacrifice 
expressing humility, sinceri-
ty, and believing obedience. 
Thus his sacrifice had a to-
ken that God accepted it. 
Abel offered in faith, and 
Cain did not, (Matthew Hen-
ry's commentary on Genesis 
4) and God was pleased at 
his attitude and not just the 
matter. 
 
Cain’s anger and         
jealousy: 
 
Cain was not happy at God’s 
response to his offering over 
Abel’s sacrifice. His jealousy 
fueled his anger, which made 
him kill his own brother. God 
punished him as a conse-
quence of his own poor 
choices. 

Student Introduction 

How many of you have siblings? 

How are you different from each other? 

Did you ever get angry at your sibling over something? 

Can you explain at least one incident? 

 

Cain was believed to be the first-born son of Adam and Eve. Like his father he be-
came a farmer. His younger brother Abel became a shepherd by profession. One day 
the brothers brought offerings to the Lord. The Bible says God was pleased with 
Abel’s sacrifice, but not with Cain’s, this made Cain jealous of his brother. Cain al-
lowed his jealousy to turn to anger and then his anger to hatred. Instead of bringing 
him up, by doing better next time, he chose to take Abel down. He committed pre-
meditated murder of his own brother. The story of Cain and Abel leaves us wonder-
ing exactly why God looked with favor on Abel's offering, but rejected Cain’s’. There 
are different theories and answers about the reason why did God accept Abel’s offer-
ing and rejected Cain’s offering.  
 
There are four prominent answers on this they are as follows: 
1. Absence of blood in the sacrifice of Cain 
2.The poor quality of offered sacrifice of Cain. 
3.The attitude of Cain in the giving and sacrifice. 
4. The sovereignty of God, which we can’t understand or question.  
 
A mystical element and experience. We can’t understand fully the purpose and plan 
of God.(have faith and believe-without faith we can’t please God) 
We can see all these elements and factors in the offering, but can’t say one answer is 
better or more correct than the other. We can’t question the sovereignty of God. 
 
In verse 6 and 7 of Genesis 4 sheds more light into the story. After seeing Cain's an-
ger over the rejection of his sacrifice, God said to him, “Then the LORD said to Cain, 
“Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you 
not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for 
you, but you must master it”. Here it clearly explains that Cain’s offering was not up 
to the 
Lord’s expectations.  
 
In Hebrew 11:4 you see “By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than 
Cain’s. Through this he received approval as righteous” God was pleased by the way 
Abel offered the sacrifice. Also, Cain should not have been angry, because apparently 
both he and Abel knew what God expected as the "right" offering. God must have al-
ready explained it to them. Both Cain and God knew that he had given an unaccepta-
ble offering. Perhaps even more important, God knew that Cain had given his offer-
ing with a wrong attitude of heart. Yet God offered Cain a chance to make it right and 
warned him that the sin of anger would destroy him if he did not master it. 
 
Upon deliberately refusing God’s instructions, Cain followed his heart. His poor 
choice made him plunge into serious trouble. God punished Cain to be a restless 
wanderer, and that his work on the ground no longer yield good crops. Instead of 
repenting and correcting himself, Cain complained to God again. His attitude had not 
been changed. But the merciful God showed His mercy and justice to him and put a 
mark on him, so no one can kill him. In this story we see a righteous God who is 
pleased at the right response from his people. Abel's faith in the Lord and his devoted 
attitude to the supreme Lord made him to be called as righteous by the Lord himself. 
Our God looks on the attitude of our hearts, rather than the matter of our offering. 



 

Q: What kind of offerings should we present to God? 
 
Q: What does God want us to do to one another? 
 
Q: Does God really look for the type of offering or the heart of the person who 
offers it to Him? 

 

‘Anger is one letter short from danger.’ 
 

1. Why was God pleased at Abel’s sacrifice over Cain’s offering? Gen.4:4, Heb.11:4 

 
 
 

2. What was Cain’s response to God when He questioned him about Abel? Gen.4:9 

 

 
3. What are the differences in Cain’s and Abel’s approaches to God in regard to their       

        offering? Gen.4:3-7, Heb. 11:4 



Values 
Have good faith in the Lord. 

Our attitude towards Him does matter to God. 

Accept God’s warning in life and attempt to fix it. 

Express God’s love to fellow humans  

 

Faith in Action 

How can you improve your attitude towards God 

based on the principles you have learned from this 

lesson? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How can we improve our relationship with our      

fellow beings? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Does our response to our siblings reflects the love 

and forgiveness we received freely from the Lord? 

 

Memory Verse 

1-Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.6-And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would      

approach him must believe that he exists  and that he rewards those who seek 

him.  

Hebrews 11:1,6 



Lord, we thank you for teaching us that it is important to keep our faith 

and offer the best of ourselves with the right attitude to you. Lord, help 

us to improve our relationship with others and also to keep us away from 

destructing forces like anger and jealousy. Lord, strengthen us to love 

others the way you loved us. Amen. 



for His people 

Unit 1, Lesson 4 

AIM: To understand the moral 

standards that God wants us to fol-

low in our daily life 

Theme: God’s Moral Standard for Life  

The Ten Commandments 

given by God can be split 

into three parts. 

 

1.Preface verses 1 and 2 

2.Godliness – Command-

ments that reflect the rela-

tionship between God and 

Man verses 3 to 11 

3.Honesty – Command-

ments that reflect the rela-

tionship between Man and 

Man verses 12 – 17 

Both Godliness and Honesty 

should go together in our 

daily lives. (Luke 1.27)  

Study the relevance of the 

law at present time. The Ten 

Commandments, given by 

God to the people, through 

Moses are a set of com-

monsense rule that is rele-

vant always. God Himself 

wrote the words with His 

own finger .(ref.Heb.12;19-

21) 

10 But the seventh day is a Sab-
bath to the LORD your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your 
son or your daughter, your male 
or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your 
towns.  

11 For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rest-
ed the seventh day; therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day 
and consecrated it. 

 
12 Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 

13 You shall not murder.  

14 You shall not commit adul-
tery.  

15 You shall not steal. 

16 You shall not bear false wit-
ness against your neighbor.  

17.you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor. 

1 Then God spoke all these 
words: 

2 I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slav-
ery; 3 you shall have no other 
gods before me. 

4 You shall not make for your-
self an idol, whether in the form 
of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water un-
der the earth. 5 You shall not 
bow down to them or worship 
them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of par-
ents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject 
me, 6 but showing steadfast love 
to the thousandth generation [b] 
of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful 
use of the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 

8 Remember the Sabbath day, 
and keep it holy.  

9 Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work.  

http://www.freebibleimages.org/storydata/illustrations/FB_Moses_Sinai/overview_images/009-moses-sinai.jpg?1346519238


Introduce the lesson by telling stories of the home rules ,traffic 

rules and other rules of conduct. Ask the students to share a 

rule in their home.  

God set a moral standard that expresses His Character. Let the 

students share their views on the Ten Commandments and the 

relevance of them today. Ask the students about the rules that 

they had at home when they were little. Let them share their 

experience about the rules and the breaking incidents of the 

rules and what happened when they broke those rules at 

home. 

Student Introduction 

What does the rule tell about their parents?  

Which class room rule do you like most in 

your school?  

Explain what happens when a driver fails  

to stop for school children? 

How do you like the traffic rules?  

 

In the book of Exodus we read the story of God’s chosen people and their deliverance from the slavery of the 

Pharaoh of Egypt by the leadership of Moses. Today we are going to learn more about the standards of God. 

Once the rescue took place, God revealed that His people’s new identity would involve living under a new stand-

ard of conduct. God was about to “lay down the law”, revealing to his people a distinguishing aspects of His own 

identity as well as aspects of their new identity as His people. 

Like Israel, we have been rescued from the bondage of Satan and our slavery to sin. 

*God has set a moral standard that expresses His character. (ex. 20; 1-2) Here God communicating (through Mo-

ses) to His people about His expectations on them. These are the words of God; they carry the authority and im-

portance of the Author. (God). 

*God’s law teaches us how to relate to God and others. (Ex.20.3-17). 

*The first four commandments focus on our relationship to God. (Ex.20:3-11) 

*The last six commandments focus on our relationship to others. (Ex. 20:12-17) 

The Ten Commandments of Moses are a set of commonsense rules that are important and relevant for everyone 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. They are not just prohibitions and regulations, but a grand plan of life in this 

universe to live properly and happily. They carry the authority of God Himself. 

 Let us now discuss the commandments one by one. 

 

1. No other God. “You shall have no other God before me”. There is only one God, one source and one creator. 

Put God first in our life. We all are the children of God, in a broader sense, the brothers and sisters. (NT 

Mat.4.10) 

2. The Right God, the Right Way. “You shall not make any graven-“. Do not worship any other idols, images or 

objects either in earth or heaven. (Let the children or the teacher name some gods or objects people worship 

now  days, ex. Money, education, power, position…) (N.T. 1st John 5:21) 

3. Name above all. “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God”. Do not use God’s 

name for selfish greed or need, or in any other purpose which is not intended to be used. (N.T. Tit2:5) 

4. Work and Leisure.” Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy “This is the day for God, His 

worship, mercy and rest. It is a day for ceasing from work, a day for relaxation and recuperation, to 

relax and rediscover God’s grace and mercy. (Heb.4.4) 



 

Faith in Action 
 

 

Let us worship and praise the savior, Lord Jesus Christ. Let us express the nature of our God by loving and car-

ing for others.   We can be more zealous and steady our relationship with God and our fellow beings. 

We can be contented with what we have. We can share our  resources with others. We can be thankful to 

our parents, elders , teachers and other people who are instrumental for the growth of our life. 

Memory Verse 

1 Then God spoke all these words: 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;  

3 you shall have no other gods before me. 

Exodus 20:1-3 

 
The first four commandments teach us to love God, the last six teach us to love our neighbors (fellow 
humans). (All these commandments have very extensive meaning given by our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ref. 
these from the New Testament for further discussion) Mathew 5:17. 
 
5. Respect of authority. “Honor your father and mother-----God is giving you.” The heart of the fifth 
commandment is receiving the gift of life by respecting our parents in the faith. Respect and honor our 
parents as well as all the legitimate authority. (Math.19:19, Eph. 6.2) 
6. To live and let live. “You shall not murder”. The goal is preservation of life. Life is precious and it is 
given by God in His own image. (Mat.19:18, Rom.13.9) 
7. The Joy of Married Life. “You shall not commit adultery”. This commandment protect and respect 
the marriage life. It forbids any kind of sexual immorality that violates the covenantal relationship of 
marriage. Every act of sexual immorality is an offensive act against God and our relationship with Him. 
Lust is also a sin. (Math. 19:18, Rom: 13:9) 
8. What is mine is God’s. “You shall not steal”. A Godly attitude towards property and the livelihood of 
others. What I have is given by God or the gift of God, and I will share it with His people. We are 
obliged to tithe for the extension of His kingdom. (Malachi 3.8-10) N.T. Mathew 19.18, Rom. 13.9) 
9. Tell the truth. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Every one condemns lying. 
There can be no justice without truth. God forbids every kind of falsehood, including half-truths, flatter-
ies, fibs, intentional omissions, deletions, exaggerations, misinterpretations, rumors etc. Our communi-
cation should be grounded in the character of God. (Mat.19.18, rom. 13.9) 
10. Being Content.” You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” God wants 
us to be on guard against covetousness. One’s life does not count or consist on the abundance of his 
possessions. (Luke.12:15, Rom.13:9, rom.7:7) 
 
We are not content; we crave, because of our sinful desire. Coveting is wanting something that some-
one else has, something that is not rightfully ours. It is impossible to keep all the laws by the way God 
wants. We are sinners by nature. This is why the law leads us to the gospel, the gospel of grace          
received.  



Q: Why do many people have a deep aversion to  
the Ten Commandments? 
 
Q: How can we demonstrate that God’s moral standard is rooted in love?  
 
Q: In what ways does understanding God’s intention behind the law help us in our desire to 
be obedient? 
 
Q: How does this keeps us from reducing the law to just rules and regulations?  
 
Q: How has disobedience in one area of your life lead to disobedience in other areas?  
 
Q: What freedoms are given through the Ten Commandments? 
 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

 
 
 
 
1. What are the two Major tabs of the Ten Commandments? How do they relate to each 
other? 
 
 
2. What is the fifth commandment? Explain briefly.  
 
 
3. What is the last commandment? How can it be applicable to our present day life? 
 
 
4. How can we apply these commandment at the present context in our lives? 



Lord, our heavenly father, thanks for your Law that is given to us through your servant 

Moses. Enable and strengthen us to follow and apply these laws in our everyday life by 

the help of your Holy Spirit. Lord help us to strengthen our relationship with you and 

our fellow beings. Thanks for your son Jesus Christ and the grace that we are experi-

encing in our day to day life. In Jesus name we ask. Amen. 

Thought for the Day 

 

“The Law is like a set of railroad tracks, the track provide no power for the train but the train 

must stay on the tracks in order to function. The law never gives any power to what it com-

mands, only the gospel has power, as it were to move the train.”  

     Quote by Tullian Tchividjian 



God’s 

Unit 1, Lesson 5 

AIM: To understand God’s covenant 

with Abraham and its blessings  for all. 

Theme: God’s Covenant with Abram 

15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 
call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, 
and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, 
and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.”  

17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to 
himself, “Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred 
years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 
18 And Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live in 
your sight!” 19 God said, “No, but your wife Sarah shall bear 
you a son, and you shall name him Isaac. I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his off-
spring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; I will 
bless him and make him fruitful and exceedingly numerous; 
he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him 
a great nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, 
whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season next year.” 
22 And when he had finished talking with him, God went up 
from Abraham. 

23 Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all the slaves 
born in his house or bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the 
flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to 
him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And his son Ish-
mael was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son 
Ishmael were circumcised; 27 and all the men of his house, 
slaves born in the house and those bought with money from 
a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 

1 After these things the word of 

the Lord came to Abram in a vi-

sion, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward 

shall be very great.”  

2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, 

what will you give me, for I con-

tinue childless, and the heir of 

my house is Eliezer of Damas-

cus?” 3 And Abram said, “You 

have given me no offspring, and 

so a slave born in my house is to 

be my heir.”  

4 But the word of the Lord came 

to him, “This man shall not be 

your heir; no one but your very 

own issue shall be your heir.”  

5 He brought him outside and 

said, “Look toward heaven and 

count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your descendants 

be.”  

6 And he believed the Lord; and 

the Lord reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 

 



Covenant: Hebrew bereth 

means ‘eat together’ that signi-

fies mutual obligations. Breaking 

a covenant involves serious con-

sequences.  

 

Abraham was a Mesopotamian. 

When his family moved from Ur, 

he moved with them to Haran. 

His father Terah died there. It 

was only then, Abraham re-

sponded to God’s call though 

out his life. 

When God spoke to Abraham 

and made a covenant, he was 

the head of an extended family, 

not a nation. The story of God’s 

covenant is a story of blessings 

to all the families of the world.  

It continues to influence the 

whole world. Even the mission 

of Christ is a continuation of it. 

Circumcision was adopted as a 

religious rite to mark out specifi-

cally those who were included in 

the Covenant relationship. The 

rite never existed among the 

ancient Babylonians and Assyri-

ans. Later circumcision was per-

formed on the eight day of the 

boy’s life. 

Student Introduction 

Can you imagine that we are enjoying the blessings of a promise made 
thousands of years ago?   

This promise, known as the ‘Covenant”, was made between none other 
than God Himself and Abraham. The promise was never broken or 
outdated.  

Let us learn the details of this unbreakable contract between God and 
Abraham.   

What words or phrases do people use when 
making serious promises? 

How do people feel and say when a promise is 
broken by a very trusted person? 

 

 of understanding about God’s plan for him.  But it was helpful for many others who lived later.  We have 
read in psalms about various people complaining to God about life’s negative experiences.  Such psalms 
encourage us to pour out hearts to God and complain as we go through our own struggles. 
 
At this point Abram was still learning the basic lesson that God’s delays are not denials.  God had prom-
ised Abraham a son but he was waiting too long for the baby’s arrival. It agonized him to watch the chil-
dren of others growing up. One great thing about Abram is that still he continued to trust what the Lord 
had said. The Lord who knew Abram’s need called him outside of the house and said: “Look toward heav-
en and number the stars, if you are able to number them”.  You have learned from your science classes 
that there are billions of galaxies and millions of stars in each of them. Even with the most updated Hub-
ble Telescope, astronomers cannot figure out the exact number of stars. There was no way Abram could 
count all the stars.  
 
And he believed the Lord (15:6). Interestingly the Hebrew verb ‘believe’ and ‘amen’ come from the same 
root.  It means the security of a faithful and committed relationship.  Of course Abram had more reasons 
to doubt than believe.   

Abram had just now won a surprise victory over the kings he fought with.  
They had taken his nephew Lot and family captive So Abram had no 
choice but to battle the kings to rescue his nephew.  But he knew the 
kings could come back at him at any time and attack. He was full of such 
thoughts and was frightened. 
 
God spoke to him in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.” The assurance “I am your shield” guar-
anteed Abraham that God’s invisible shield will protect him against any 
possible attack. In addition to this God promised Abraham that he would 
have a great reward. 
 
Abraham was a wealthy man already.  What he lacked, was a son as his 
heir. Knowing his current disappointing condition he let God know that 
he had no children. His constant worry was that a slave born in his house 
would be his heir. Abram opened up his heart to God and prayed com-
plaining to God about his circumstances. His words clearly show his lack 



 

To begin with, Sarai was childless and beyond the child-bearing age.  And Abram himself was too 
old to have a son. The situation is as hopeless as it can be. But still Abram was convinced deep 
inside him that the Lord’s words are true and will come to pass.  Therefore Abram discarded all 
the factors working against him, and expected a son of his own. He was hoping against hope.  It is 
recorded in Romans 4:21 that he was ‘fully convinced that God was able to do what he had prom-
ised’ (Romans 4:21). The Lord would give him physical as well as children of faith every century in 
all the nations (Romans 4:16-17) 
 
Abram’s trust in God teaches us that we need to respond to the gospel with faith.  Abraham was 
powerless and so he had to look to the power of the One who had promised him.  Similarly we 
too need to depend on God’s power to obey the gospel message.  The promise did come true 
after many years of waiting.   The foundation for faith is that God always keeps His word.  God 
accepted Abram’s faith: “He reckoned it to him as righteousness” (v.6).  
 
God spoke to Abram again (17:1-6) and revealed more details about the covenant. As Abram fell 
on his face in worship God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the 
father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram[b]; your name will be Abraham, [c] 
for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of 
you, and kings will come from you. “  
 
Sarai will also have a part (v.7; 15) in the covenant.   Just as He changed Abram’s name into Abra-
ham, her name will be changed to Sarah meaning princess.  In effect she will be mother of many 
nations.  Kings will come from here.  God’s promise of a son was not through a substitute wife – 
Sarah learned that in through the hard way. In God’s mind she should be the mother of the prom-
ised son.  Change of name here is a sign of the covenant.  It meant a change of personality and a 
very different life in the future. 
 
It was just too much for Abraham who is now ninety nine years old. God knew he needed reassur-
ance and confirmed that Sarah herself would bear him a son.  God even revealed the son’s name: 
Isaac (‘he laughs’). Abraham had laughed when God broke the details of the promise.  In the next 
appearance God extended the covenant to Isaac who is yet to be born of Sarah (19-22). Isaac is 
brought to the level of a participant in the original covenant: “I will establish my covenant with 
him as an everlasting covenant or his descendants after him” (v.19b).  The heirs of covenant are 
Abraham’s descendants through Sarah only.  That means the children of Isaac.  
 
Though not included in the covenant, God blessed Ishmael, Abraham’s son from Hagar. Ishmael’s 
people will live under the blessing of God for He said: “I will make him into a great na-
tion,” (v.20b).         4 
 
In obedience to God’s command Abraham circumcised all male members of his house hold. This 
reminds us of Abraham’s willingness to walk before God and be blameless. This was expected of 
Abraham. 
 
God chose Abraham and his descendants not because they were in any way greater than other 
people. It was not even after he started to fulfill the requirements of the covenant. The Scripture 
tells that God’s righteousness was reckoned to Abraham just as he trusted God even before he 
was circumcised (Gen. 15:6; 17:23-24). Faith was what God required then and that has not 
changed in our time. The Scriptures clarify this in Romans 4:11. Faith comes first. Circumcision 
was a sign that Abraham already had faith in God.  Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness. 



Q: Abraham stood up for his nephew Lot. Do you  
think we have the responsibility to rescue those  
who are in Satan’s (sin’s) bondage? Explain your  
answer. 
 
Q: Do you know of any experiences in your life when God blessed you with something 
impossible  
 
Q: What quality makes Abraham our spiritual father? 
 
Q: We often say “God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;” what do we means by this?  
 

1. God spoke to Abraham when he was afraid of his enemies and gave words of encour-
agement and hope. 
 
2. Every time God spoke to Abraham, He added more details of the covenant and reas-
sured him.  
 
3. Sarah had a very important part in the covenant; kings will come from her. 
 
4. The unborn Isaac was brought to the level of a covenant partner. 
 
5. In God’s working out of blessing, there are often delays that are designed to teach us 
patience and help us grow in faith. 
 

6. We should never forget that God always keeps His promises.  



Values 

Faith in Action 
 

 

 

 Start recording in your journal God’s promises that God is ful-
filling in your life. 

 Remember and write some of God’s blessings in a sheet of       
paper. 

 Try to keep your in God even in negative circumstances. 

 While in worship service, remember how reverently Abraham              
worshipped God by falling on his face. 

Memory Verse 

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had         

received the promises was ready to offer up his only son.  

Hebrews 11:17 

 

Just as Abraham had to go through struggles to 

grow in faith, we too have to live through various 

trials and tribulations to grow in our faith. 

God chose Abraham though he was week and was 

slow in spiritual growth; that offers us hope  

God revealed the details of the covenant little by 

little. Similarly we have to learn the Scriptures a 

little at a time.  So it becomes necessary to actively 

engage in private and corporate worship on a regu-

lar basis. 

No matter what our present circumstances are, 

God always keeps His promises   



 

Gracious Lord, you are the God of Father Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob.  You have spoken to Abraham in his deep need and blessed 

him.  You have continued your covenant relationship with Isaac, 

and Jacob, and their descendants.   We thank you for all the bless-

ings through the New Covenant through Jesus Christ.  Lord, be 

merciful to us and make us worthy to receive your blessings. Amen 
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God’s 

Unit 2, Lesson 6 

AIM: Importance of Forgiveness 

in Christian Life  

Theme: Joseph Forgives 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send eve-
ryone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he 
wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his broth-
ers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at 
his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you 
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two 
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 
near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that 
you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am 
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his 
Brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

16 When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” Pharaoh and his servants 
were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your animals and go back to the 
land of Canaan. 18 Take your father and your households and come to me, so that I may give you the best of 
the land of Egypt, and you may enjoy the fat of the land.’ 19 You are further charged to say, ‘Do this: take 
wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come. 20 Give no thought to your possessions, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”21 The sons of Is-
rael did so. Joseph gave them wagons according to the instruction of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions 
for the journey. 22 To each one of them he gave a set of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred 
pieces of silver and five sets of garments. 23 To his father he sent the following: ten donkeys loaded with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the 
journey. 24 Then he sent his brothers on their way, and as they were leaving he said to them, “Do not quarrel
[a] along the way.” 

25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 26 And they told him, 
“Joseph is still alive! He is even ruler over all the land of Egypt.” He was stunned; he could not believe 
them. 27 But when they told him all the words of Joseph that he had said to them, and when he saw the wag-

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2045&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1383a
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Student Introduction 

Answer the following questions : 
 
How does your relationship with your family members dif-
fer from your friends? 
 
 
 
Do you treat your siblings the way you like to be treated? 

 

 

In today’s lesson, we learn that we have something in 

common with our Heavenly father. 

 

There was a great famine in the land of Canaan.  There was no rain for a long period of 

time. So crops and other sources of food were dying due to drought. Jacob could not find 

enough food to feed his large household.  He came to know that there was plenty of food in 

Egypt. Jacob told his sons to make a trip to Egypt and see if they could buy food. Genesis 

42:2-3 (NRSV)2 I have heard,” he said, “that there is grain in Egypt; go down and buy 

grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to 

buy grain in Egypt. 

His brothers had no idea that Joseph was the Prime Minister of Egypt. 

Well aware of the famine in the surrounding areas Joseph was not surprised his brothers 

came to buy food from Egypt. Joseph had not forgotten his brothers who had thrown him 

into a well and later sold him to slavery because he was the most loved and favorite of Ja-

cob. Genesis 37:4 (NRSV) 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.  

But Joseph wanted to reconcile with his brothers as the situations in life had changed for 

both Joseph and them. He was now in a position where people would bow down to him in-

cluding his brothers who had come down to buy food. 

Joseph revealed himself to his brothers and comforted them saying that it was not them 

ons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 Israel said, “Enough! My son 
Joseph is still alive. I must go and see him before I die.” 



3 

 Joseph forgave his brothers. As Christians we are instructed to forgive others and reconcile. 

What does it do to us and others? 

 

 God exalted Joseph from slavery to the position of Prime Minister. What changes typically hap-

pen to the character of such a successful person in our time? 

 

 What qualities of Joseph impress you the most? 

 

 Joseph repaid evil by doing good, are we to do the same? (Hint: Romans 12:21) 

 but God who had sent him to Egypt to preserve God’s people. Joseph had forgiven his brothers. He 

lets them know that there is still five more years of famine. They were to go back fast to their fathers 

house and only take the possessions that they could move with ease and leave the rest back in Ca-

naan and to return back to Egypt at the earliest and settle down in Egypt.  

 Joseph’s exaltation from Slavery to office of the Prime Minister did not make him proud. He gave 

full Glory to God for his providence and exaltation. Joseph knew that all the events in his life were 

the plan of God. 

Joseph recognized his brothers. 
 
Joseph reconciled with his brothers. 
 
Joseph acknowledged God’s purpose. 
 
Joseph revealed to them there is still five more years of famine. 
 
Joseph sent his brothers back with supplies instead of detaining them. 
 
Joseph prepared a place for his father, and brothers to live in Egypt. 

Values 
 Importance of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 God’s purpose for our lives is always at work. 
 Exaltation in life comes from God; we need to give him all the glory.  
 Be faithful in carrying out the responsibility that God has given you.   
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Faith in Action 
Start recording in your journal people who have hurt you and you have 

forgiven. 

 

Remember and write some of God’s blessings on your family. 

 

Give God the glory as his plan is at work in your life in every situation. 

 

Be faithful and fruitful. 

Thought 
 

Without faithfulness 
one can’t be fruitful. 

Memory Verse 

Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to pre-
serve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 

Genesis 50:20 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the families you have placed us in.  Thank you for your providence, 

give us a heart to forgive others. Help us to be humble when you exalt us. Change us such a way that 

we will be a blessing to our family and society. Amen. 
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Prophetic Call to Repent  

for Salvation 

Unit 2, Lesson 7 

AIM: Need of repentance and 

salvation 

Theme: Return to God 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw con-

cerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

The Wickedness of Judah 

2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; 

    for the Lord has spoken: 

I reared children and brought them up, 

    but they have rebelled against me. 

3 The ox knows its owner, 

    and the donkey its master’s crib; 

but Israel does not know, 

    my people do not understand. 

4 Ah, sinful nation, 

    people laden with iniquity, 

offspring who do evil, 

    children who deal corruptly, 

who have forsaken the Lord, 

    who have despised the Holy One of Israel, 

    who are utterly estranged! 

5 Why do you seek further beatings? 

    Why do you continue to rebel? 

The whole head is sick, 

    and the whole heart faint. 

6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, 

    there is no soundness in it, 

but bruises and sores 

    and bleeding wounds; 

they have not been drained, or bound up, 

    or softened with oil. 

7 Your country lies desolate, 

    your cities are burned with fire; 

in your very presence 

    aliens devour your land; 

    it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 

8 And daughter Zion is left 

    like a booth in a vineyard, 

like a shelter in a cucumber field, 

    like a besieged city. 

9 If the Lord of hosts 

    had not left us a few survivors, 

we would have been like Sodom, 

    and become like Gomorrah. 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, 

    you rulers of Sodom! 

Listen to the teaching of our God, 

    you people of Gomorrah! 

11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
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    says the Lord; 

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

    and the fat of fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

    or of lambs, or of goats. 

12 When you come to appear before me,[a] 

    who asked this from your hand? 

    Trample my courts no more; 

13 bringing offerings is futile; 

    incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 

    I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

    my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 

    I am weary of bearing them. 

15 When you stretch out your hands, 

    I will hide my eyes from you; 

even though you make many prayers, 

    I will not listen; 

    your hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

    remove the evil of your doings 

    from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, 

17     learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

    rescue the oppressed, 

defend the orphan, 

    plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, let us argue it out, 

    says the Lord: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

    they shall be like snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

    they shall become like wool. 

19 If you are willing and obedient, 

    you shall eat the good of the land; 

20 but if you refuse and rebel, 

    you shall be devoured by the sword; 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

The Degenerate City 

21 How the faithful city 

    has become a whore! 

    She that was full of justice, 

righteousness lodged in her— 

    but now murderers! 

22 Your silver has become dross, 

    your wine is mixed with water. 

23 Your princes are rebels 

    and companions of thieves. 

Everyone loves a bribe 

    and runs after gifts. 

They do not defend the orphan, 

    and the widow’s cause does not come before them. 

24 Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the 

Mighty One of Israel: 

Ah, I will pour out my wrath on my enemies, 

    and avenge myself on my foes! 

25 I will turn my hand against you; 

    I will smelt away your dross as with lye 

    and remove all your alloy. 

26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, 

    and your counselors as at the beginning. 

Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, 

    the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice, 

    and those in her who repent, by righteousness. 

28 But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together, 

    and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 

29 For you shall be ashamed of the oaks 

    in which you delighted; 

and you shall blush for the gardens 

    that you have chosen. 

30 For you shall be like an oak 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17667a
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Student Introduction 
 

Brain storm:  Ask and write the two following questions on the board and write the student respons-
es underneath each. 
 
 Have you ever rebelled against your parents? 
 
 How did that hurt your parents?  
 

 

The Prophet Isaiah:  

Isaiah lived about 700 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. He prophesized the birth of 

Christ and the second coming of Christ. Isaiah was a prophet of Judah and prophesized 

during the reign of four different kings, namely Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He 

exercised his role as a prophet for about half a century. His main prophecy was pointing 

towards the coming of Messiah. (Isa 9: 6 for a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace).  

Vision of Isaiah: 

Here we can see the complaint of the Lord against Judah. They have forsaken the Lord, 

they have provoked to anger the Holy one of Israel, and they have turned away from their 

God. The leaders and people of Judah are like rebellious children, who never appreciate all 

that their parents have done for them. 

In this part, the prophet envisions a future world in which there exists a unity among hu-

man beings that overcomes all diversities. He also indicates the Kingdom of God in which 

    whose leaf withers, 

    and like a garden without water. 

31 The strong shall become like tinder, 

    and their work like a spark; 

they and their work shall burn together, 

    with no one to quench them. 

 

Luke 13:1-5 

At that very time there were some present who told 

him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had min-

gled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you 

think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 

they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, 

I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as 

they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the 

tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 

were worse offenders than all the others living in Je-

rusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 

will all perish just as they did.” 

Student Introduction 
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1. Who was Isaiah? 

2. What type of prophet was Isaiah? 

3. What was the message Isaiah has given to his people? 

4. What kind of message did we get from this passage? 

5. Are we grateful to God? 

6. Are we grateful to our parents? 

 all creating is brought together with Christ as its head. (Eph. 1:10 ). Isaiah explicates that God is the 

King on Earth. All that happens is according to the will of God and through God 

Repent or Perish (Luke 13:1-5) 

Jesus teaches in this Gospel portion and says,” Unless you repent, you all will perish”. 

We can see the prophetic message and warning to the people in this passage. This message is rele-

vant in all time and all generations.  

Isaiah the Prophet. 

Isaiah’s Vision. 

Isaiah’s warning 

Isaiah’s promise fulfilled. 

Values 
 Importance of repentance.  
 Importance of obeying God and His commandments. 
 Urgency of repentance to receive the gift of salvation given by God through Jesus the Christ. 
 God’s divine purpose is always at work in nations and men. 

Faith in Action 
I will live in the experience of salvation. 

I will love people and share with them the urgency of repentance and the need of salvation. 

I will walk in the path that God revealed through His son Jesus Christ. 
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Memory Verse 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.” 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for placing us in this nation. Thank you for the message through your 

prophet Isiah that the need of repentance and salvation which is given through your son Jesus 

Christ.  

References 
1. Mathew Henry Bible Commentary. 
2. Dake’s Annotated Ref. Bible page 731. 
3. The Interpreters One volume Bible commentary by Charles Layamon 
4. Religion and Spirituality website. 
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Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal 

Unit 2, Lesson 8 

AIM: Our God alone is worthy of praise 

and honor.  He is alive forever  

Theme: Our God alone is true and alive 

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 He answered, “I have not 
troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the 
four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

Elijah’s Triumph over the Priests of Baal 

20 So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah then came near to 
all the people, and said, “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, fol-
low him; but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the peo-
ple, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets number four hundred fifty. 23 Let two 
bulls be given to us; let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put 
no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. 24 Then you call on the 
name of your god and I will call on the name of the Lord; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.” All the 
people answered, “Well spoken!” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull 
and prepare it first, for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 So they took 
the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, 
“O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. 
27 At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has wan-
dered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 Then they cried aloud 
and, as was their custom, they cut themselves with swords and lances until the blood gushed out over them. 
29 As midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice, no 
answer, and no response. 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, 28 then they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves 
with swords and lances until the blood gushed out over them. First he repaired the altar of the Lord that had 
been thrown down; 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to 
whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your name”; 32 with the stones he built an altar in 
the name of the Lord. Then he made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of 
seed. 33 Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, “Fill four jars 
with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 Then he said, “Do it a second time”; and 
they did it a second time. Again he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it a third time, 35 so that the water 
ran all around the altar, and filled the trench also with water. 

36 At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, “O Lord, God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I 
have done all these things at your bidding. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that this people may know 
that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and 
consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord indeed is God; the Lord 
indeed is God.” 40 Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them escape.” Then they 
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Student Introduction 

You may have heard about different faiths like Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Baha’i and others. Each 
religious group has its own God or deity. Some have multiple deities.  Baha’i accepts and respects 
multiple deities, and is very popular among the youths of Europe and United States. Then there are 
interfaith movements in major U.S. and European cities.  This movement is sponsored by Muslim 
men and mainly funded by some Gulf countries with the hidden agenda of possible conversion.  

But we love and worship the true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the father of Je-
sus.  But there are many people who reject our God.  Such rejection is nothing new.  There were peo-
ple from the very beginning who rebelled against the living God.  The prophet Elijah lived in a tough 
time when people in the land of Canaan worshiped a number of false Gods. Even Israel, the chosen 
people of God, changed their faith. It was a sad scenario.    

In this lesson we will learn about the firm stand Elijah took to prove that our God is the true God. 
Elijah was called by God for a ministry.  He obeyed the call and listened to God’s words.  He had a 
personal relationship with God.   

True Christians are people who have a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Every 
Christian needs to make sure that they are experiencing that relationship. Perhaps you clearly re-
member the date when you have made that commitment to Jesus. Just in case you are not very sure, 
you can commit yourselves into his hands. He will take care of the rest.  

 

As the chosen people of God, the Israel were to worship Him and witness Him among the 
Gentiles.  But in the land of Canaan where God had placed them, there were several false 
gods.  God’s people were instructed not to worship any of them.  Baal was a very popular 
false god. He was thought to bring rain and prosperity in the area.  During the time of 
Ahab the people of Israel had turned away from the living God, and started building altars 
for Baal and worshiping him. Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, was a Gentile princess who had spread 
Baal worship among the Israelites. King Ahab he did not stand against Jezebel’s evil plans. 
She had a powerful influence on Ahab. The people made temples and altars for Baal and 
Asherah (idol gods).  

 

seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, and killed them there. 

The Drought Ends 

41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of rushing rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink. Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; there he bowed himself down upon the earth and put his 
face between his knees. 43 He said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” He went up and looked, 
and said, “There is nothing.” Then he said, “Go again seven times.” 44 At the seventh time he said, “Look, a lit-
tle cloud no bigger than a person’s hand is rising out of the sea.” Then he said, “Go say to Ahab, ‘Harness your 
chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’” 45 In a little while the heavens grew black with clouds and 
wind; there was a heavy rain. Ahab rode off and went to Jezreel. 46 But the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; he 
girded up his loins and ran in front of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 



3 

 When Baal worship reached its peak in Israel, God sent Elijah to confront Ahab and the rulers of Is-
rael. He declared to them: “As the Lord the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” (17:1). His words reflected God’s sure judg-
ment.  The purpose of this episode was to prove that the Lord God was powerful than their false God 
‘Baal’. People mistakenly thought Baal was responsible for rain and prosperity. 

After this, God told Elijah to go and hide near the brook of Cherish, east of Jordan. God provided for 
his physical needs in a very unusual way. God had commanded the ravens to bring bread and meat 
in the morning and in the evening from the King’s palace. Elijah had to drink the water from Cherith 
brook.  As God instructed him, Elijah lived secretly near the brook.  Ahab’s men were under orders 
to seize Elijah for he feared his words.  The drought was intense and it affected human and animals 
in the land.   It was time for Elijah to come out of his hiding and God commanded him to appear be-
fore Ahab. 

After the initial confrontation, Elijah asked Ahab to assemble all the people before him. Ahab called 
the prophets of Baal.  Elijah’s goal was to demonstrate that the God of Israel is the true God.  He 
proposed to use a simple test to demonstrate this. It is very similar to scientists conducting experi-
ments on two testing groups.  Elijah instructed to set up two groups for his demonstration. In one 
set were the prophets of Baal. Elijah alone was in the second set!  Elijah also asked for two separate 
altars and two bulls for the burned offerings. The 450 prophets of Baal will sacrifice a bull and pray 
to Baal to prove he is god. The second set is for Elijah’s sacrifice and prayer to the living God.  They 
quickly built two identical altars and brought two bulls.  Elijah let the Baal group to go first. He will 
go second. Whichever God answers by sending fire to burn the sacrifice will be accepted as the true 
God.  Ever one liked Elijah’s testing idea. 

The test started as Baal’s prophets took one bull and prepared it for the sacrifice. They called on Baal 
and cried: “O Baal, answer us!” They prayed from morning till noon with loud cries. But there was 
no answer or any voice from Baal.  Elijah had repaired the damaged altar of God by using 12 stones 
Those 12 stones representing the 12 tribes of Jacob. This shows the reinstatement of the broken re-
lationship with God and fellow worshippers. If our God is to answer our prayers and to accept our 
sacrifice, reconciliation of relationship is very important.  Then Elijah made a trench around the al-
tar, deep enough to contain two measures of seed. He arranged the wood properly, and cut the bull 
in pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he asked the volunteers to fill four jars with water. They 
poured water on the burnt offering and wood also three times according to how he wanted it done. 

It was now the time for Elijah’s evening prayer.  Elijah came near and started to pray earnestly.  He 
asked God to send fire from heaven for God’s glory. The merciful God answered Elijah’s prayers. 
God’s fire came down and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, the dirt, and dried up 
the water in the trench.  Who wouldn’t be frightened by such a sight? All people who saw it fell on 
their faces; they shouted: “The Lord indeed is God; the Lord indeed is God.” Elijah did not allow 
any of Baal’s prophet escape.  The people seized all 450 of them.  . Fire doesn’t come down from sky 
by itself and burn things. It just doesn’t happen! But nothing whatsoever is impossible to God! 

Then Elijah declared that the long drought had ended. And he started to pray for heavy rains to end 
the drought.  God answered that prayer too.  He opened the windows of heaven and rain came 
down. The answer for rain came so fast King Ahab had to drive his chariots in lightning speed to 
miss the rain on his way to his palace. 

Elijah won the test with two altars and proved that his God is the 
only real God. Elijah’s time is very much like our time. Many people 
around us think like the people who worshiped Baal in Elijah’s time.  
People want prosperity like Baal worshippers wanted.  Elijah be-
longs to our time in another sense. James 5:17-18 reads:” Elijah was 
a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 
Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yield-
ed its harvest”. Interestingly the example of his prayers is given to 
encourage us to pray for each other’s healing. 
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Divide the class into two groups. 

One group draws or builds an altar, with Cardboard, which represents the altar of Baal.  

 Decorate this with the fake items of the offering of the prophets of Baal. 

 

Second group do the same, which represents the altar of the God of Elijah.(draws or builds) 

 Decorate this altar with the fake items of the offering of Elijah. 

 Where did Elijah go during the time of 3 years of drought? 

 

 

 How did he get water and food? 

 

 

 Write a short paragraph about the altar built by Elijah. (Importance of the rebuilding and using 
of the 12 stones). 

Values 
  We live in an era where we have freedom to choose any religion or worship any god or not wor-

ship. In Elijah’s experience we see that our God is the only true God (Jesus Christ), He makes im-
possible things possible.  He is the true living God. 

 

 He hears our humble prayers and answers them always; it may be an “yes”, “no”, or “wait” 
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Faith in Action 
I can do all things through Christ. 

 

I worship, praise and honor my God in truth and spirit. 

Memory Verse 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.  John 14:6 

Merciful God, we honor you and praise you today. We believe that you alone are the true God. 
Thank you for being with us here today. We thank you for your gracious guidance in our lives al-
ways. Help us to worship you in truth and spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

FreeBibleImages.com 
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Speak—Your Servant is Listening 

Unit 2, Lesson 9 

AIM: To understand the purpose of 

God’s call and submitting to His will 

Theme: Response to God’s Call 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; there was no frequent vision. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, 
so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down within the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the 
LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" 5 and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 6 And the 
LORD called again, "Samuel!" And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 And the LORD called Samuel 
again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." Then 
Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and 
if he calls you, you shall say, `Speak, LORD, for thy servant hears.'" So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place.  
10 And the LORD came and stood forth, calling as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel 
said, "Speak, for thy servant hears."  

Student Introduction 

Your name is the most important possession you have. Your own name is the sweetest sound you 
would ever hear.  You feel good when your family members, teachers or a classmate call your name. 
No one likes to be called “hey”. You have heard students saying “I’ve a name!” 
Before someone calls your name he or she must know your name. Does God know your name? 
Names are very important to God. He knows every single star that is out there and calls them by 
each by name! (Psalm 147:4: NIV) And he takes their count. You have already learned about God 
calling "Moses! Moses!" at the burning bush. Moses quickly answered: "Here I am." (Exodus 3:4) 
No one forgets the little man on the sycamore tree. Jesus looked up on the tree and said: 
"Zacchaeus, come down right now. I am going to your house today." He did come down real fast 
(Luke 19:5) 
Today we want to learn how God called a boy named Samuel.  
Every one probably heard the name of Samuel’s mother - Hannah. It is a very popular name in our 
time too. Her name means ‘grace’.  
Hannah and Elkanah, her husband, lived in the small town of Ramah. For several years she did not 
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The Book of Samuel clearly shows the call of Samuel direct by God and He re-

vealed His plans to Samuel about the people of Israel. Until this time, the pri-

mary revelation to the people had been through the priesthood. In this book 

Samuel is called by God as a boy, made him a prophet, priest and judge. 

 

With the call of Samuel, God began a new era of revealing His word through 

prophets. The nation’s spiritual weak condition, and the decadent nature of 

Eli’s high priesthood, are indicated by the fact that a word from God was 

“rare” in those days. 

 

Eli realized that it was the voice of the Lord, and advised him to respond like 

this” Here I am”, which is the right response for God’s call.  

Seven Things Jehovah did to Samuel: 

1. Called to Samuel (V.4) 

2. Called again to Samuel, second call.(V.6) 

3. Called a third time to him (v.8) 

4. Came from another place to where Samuel was (v.10) 

5. Stood like any other person and spoke to Samuel (v.10) 

6. Called Samuel by name –all three times. 

7. Spoke to him in an audible voice (v.11 and 12) 

A. Samuel doesn't recognize God's voice. He ran to Eli: Samuel was an obedi-
ent boy. He was wrong in thinking Eli spoke to him, but he was right in 
what he did. Samuel came to Eli quickly because he knew Eli was blind and 
might need help. 

B. And the LORD called yet again: When speaking to us, God almost always 
confirms His word again and again. It is generally wrong to do something 
dramatic in response to a single "inner voice" from the LORD. If God 
speaks He will confirm, and often in a variety of ways. 

C. Samuel did not yet know the LORD: Samuel was a godly and obedient boy, 
serving God wonderfully. Yet, he had not yet given his heart to the LORD. 
Even children raised in a godly home must be converted by the Spirit of 
God. 

D. Speak, LORD, for your servant hears: Eli gave Samuel wise counsel. Eli 
told Samuel to: 

 Make himself available for God to speak (Go, lie down) 

 Not be presumptuous about God speaking (if He calls you) 

 Respond to the word of God (Speak, LORD) 

 Humble himself before God and His word (Your servant hears) 
 

have any children, and people picked on her for that.   More than anything else, she wanted a son 
and prayed to God pouring out her heart. God heard her prayers and gave her Samuel.  As she 
promised to God, when the boy was old enough, she took Samuel to the temple and presented him 
to Eli, the priest. Thus Samuel began to serve in the temple under Eli. 
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1. Who kept calling out to Samuel?  

2. Why did Samuel keep running to Eli?  

3. Why was Samuel afraid to tell Eli what the Lord had said?  

4. Why did God choose Samuel? 

5. Explain how God called Samuel and what was his response to the call? 

6. What did the Lord say to Samuel when he responded to God’s call? 

7. Discuss Samuel’s family back ground? 

8. What are the qualities you find in Prophet Samuel? 

Values 
 Need to understand  and recognize God’s call 

 Know the will of God in our daily life (Romans 12-15; Matt. 5-7) 

 Make it a habit to seek His will through earnest prayers for God hears our prayers 

 Be patient when answers are ‘delayed’ and be willing to take ‘no’ for an answer from God; our    
 heavenly father knows best 

 
E. Speak, LORD:  We must hear from e God. The preacher may speak, our parents 

may speak, our friends may speak, our teachers may speak, and those on the ra-
dio or television may speak. That is all fine, but their voices mean nothing for 
eternity unless God speaks through them. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Imagine that you were Samuel.   

 How would you react? 

 

 How would you respond to God’s call? 

 

 How does God call people today? 
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Dear Father, thank you for teaching us through this lesson about your call to Samuel.  You called 
him when he was still a child. We too want to listen to your call. May be, in your mind there is 
something special for each one of us to do.  Thank you for this lesson so that we can answer your 
call saying “Here I am.” In the most precious name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

Mathew Henry Bible commentary 

Prophetic call of Samuel by John Henry Newman 

Dake’s Annotated Study Bible 

Introduction to the Old Testament by R.K. Harison 

FreeBibleImages.com 

Faith in Action 
1.  What are the 3 qualities of Samuel that you can apply in your life? 

2.   How will you respond to God’s call? 

Memory Verse 

And the LORD came and stood forth, calling as at other times, "Samuel! 
Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for thy servant hears."  
1 Samuel 3:10 
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God’s Call to Jonah 

Unit 2, Lesson 10 

AIM: To understand the purpose of and commission 

of Jonah’s call and his response 

Theme: Rebellion against God’s call 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2‘Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and 

cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.’ 3But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from 

the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and 

went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.  

4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship 

threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that 

was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the 

ship and had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6The captain came and said to him, ‘what are you doing sound 

asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so that we do not perish.’  

7 The sailors* said to one another, ‘Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account this calami-

ty has come upon us.’ So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, ‘Tell us why this 

calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And 

of what people are you?’ 9‘I am a Hebrew,’ he replied. ‘I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the 

sea and the dry land.’ 10Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him, ‘What is this that you have 

done!’ For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them so.  

11 Then they said to him, ‘What shall we do to you that the sea may quieten down for us?’ For the sea was 

growing more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, ‘Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea 

will quieten down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm has come upon you.’ 13Never-

theless, the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and 

more stormy against them. 14Then they cried out to the Lord, ‘Please, O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish 

on account of this man’s life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have done as it 

pleased you.’ 15So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 

16Then the men feared the Lord even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.  

17 *But the Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three 

days and three nights. 
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Let us go through the lesson and try to understand what God wants to teach us today from 

this portion. The Lord commissioned Jonah to go at once to Nineveh.v.1 It was a commis-

sion by God. His commission was to cry out in the city about their wickedness and preach 

them for their repentance. But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the 

Lord- running away from God. He got into a ship going to Tarshish. The Lord created a 

great win upon the sea that the ship threaten to break up.  

The mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the 

ship, in to the sea. But Jonah went down to the lower deck of the ship and fell fast sleep. 

The captain and the people asked the following questions to Jonah: 

 “How is that you are sleeping”?  

 “Get up and call on your god”.  

 “Why has this calamity has come upon us”?   

 “What is your occupation”? (What is your mission?) 

 “Where do you come from”? –Your root. 

 “What is your country”?-He was a Hebrew. 

 “Of what people are you”? - What is your religion? 

 “How could you do this”? - Disobeying the Lord. 

 “What should we do to you”? 

 

Jonah agreed and accepted that this calamity came upon 

the innocent people, because of his disobedience to 

God’s call.   He asked them to throw him in to the sea.  

God appointed a whale to swallow up Jonah. Jonah was 

in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

Student Introduction 

No one would be surprised if during the evening news there was a story about a man who swal-

lowed a fish.  If there was a story about a fish swallowing a man, it would be head line news and all 

over the internet.  

 

Today’s lesson is based on the first chapter of the Book of Jonah.  It focuses on how a person’s diso-

bedience to God caused difficulty in his  life and the lives of others.  
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1. What did God ask to Jonah? 

2. Why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh? Explain. 

3. Where did he go? 

4. What happened to Jonah? 

5. How long was he in the belly of the fish? 

 

Values 
Our actions against the will of God will cause problems and difficulties in our lives and in the lives of 

others. If we repent and turn back to God He is gracious to forgive and redeem us and others from 

the destruction and trouble. We have a great responsibility to pray and preach the word of God for 

the people of all creed and color. God’s love is all merciful and gracious enough to save them. 

Cause and Effect  

 Choose some examples of how a person’s negative actions affects the innocent others. (Drunk 

driver’s action cause accident killing innocent people, speaking unkind words about others 

hurts them).  

 Allow students to share their views and experience. 

 Line up dominos so that by pushing down the first one all the dominos will be knocked down. 

The bad choice or the wrong action of one person will affect the whole group or the whole 

community. 
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Dear Father, we thank you for the many blessings that you have showered on our lives.  Help us 
to grown in you and to be ready to accept your calling.  We know that you know what’s best for 
our lives and that you have a plan.  Let our faith growth so that we have full trust in You and Your 
plans.  Amen. 
 

Faith in Action 
1. God knows what is best 

2. Let us strive to fulfill God’s will in our lives 

Memory Verse 

“I called to the Lord out of my distress and he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I 
cried, and you heard my voice.” 
Jonah 2:2 
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Journey through the Wilderness 

Unit 3, Lesson 11 

AIM: To understand that the presence of God with 

His people in all situations of life’s journey 

Theme: Nature of God 

22 Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur. They 
went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the 
water of Marah because it was bitter. That is why it was called Marah. 24 And the people complained against 
Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 He cried out to the Lord; and the Lord showed him a piece of 
wood; he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. 
There the Lord made for them a statute and an ordinance and there he put them to the test. 26 He said, “If 
you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give heed to 
his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought up-
on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.” 
27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees; and they 
camped there by the water. 

The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of 
Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.” 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall 
go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other 
days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because 
he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Mo-
ses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 
the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not 
against us but against the Lord.” 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he 
has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and 
said, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around 
the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as 
fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”[a] For they did 
not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16 This is what 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1963a
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Student Introduction 

The first challenge the Israelites faced after leaving Egypt had to do with one of life’s basic necessi-
ties – water. For three days they didn’t find any. Then, when they did, it wasn’t fit to drink. 
You can tell a lot about someone’s character by how they first respond to difficulties. What was the 
Israelites’ reaction to the water situation? 
 
They grumbled. Even though they had witnessed God’s power and had just experienced a miracu-
lous deliverance from Egyptian slavery, they still grumbled. Though they had put their trust in God, 
they apparently didn’t believe that God would provide what they needed. The relentless rebellious-
ness of the Israelites in spite of the wonder after that the Lord performs for them should make one 
think, how much is enough? When does one start trusting? In our own lives do we gleefully accept 
the good fortune and still be questioning or thankless? 

the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a person according to the 
number of persons, all providing for those in their own tents.’” 17 The Israelites did so, some gathering more, 
some less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, those who gathered much had nothing over, and 
those who gathered little had no shortage; they gathered as much as each of them needed. 19 And Moses said 
to them, “Let no one leave any of it over until morning.” 20 But they did not listen to Moses; some left part of 
it until morning, and it bred worms and became foul. And Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning by morn-
ing they gathered it, as much as each needed; but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 
22 On the sixth day they gathered twice as much food, two omers apiece. When all the leaders of the congre-
gation came and told Moses, 23 he said to them, “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a day 
of solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord; bake what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil, and 
all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning.’” 24 So they put it aside until morning, as Moses com-
manded them; and it did not become foul, and there were no worms in it. 25 Moses said, “Eat it today, for 
today is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall gather it; but on 
the seventh day, which is a Sabbath, there will be none.” 
27 On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, and they found none. 28 The Lord said to Mo-
ses, “How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and instructions? 29 See! The Lord has given you 
the Sabbath, therefore on the sixth day he gives you food for two days; each of you stay where you are; do 
not leave your place on the seventh day.” 30 So the people rested on the seventh day. 
31 The house of Israel called it manna; it was like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept through-
out your generations, in order that they may see the food with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I 
brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 33 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar, and put an omer of manna 
in it, and place it before the Lord, to be kept throughout your generations.” 34 As the Lord commanded Mo-
ses, so Aaron placed it before the covenant, for safekeeping. 35 The Israelites ate manna forty years, until 
they came to a habitable land; they ate manna, until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36 An 
omer is a tenth of an ephah. 
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Questions for discussion 
 
Q. Why didn’t God just supply sweet water to begin with?  
 
Q. When we have a problem, is it much easier to blame someone than to think through the prob-

lem carefully and spiritually? 

 

Q. Are we grateful to the Lord for his many acts of kindness in our lives? 

 

Q. Why does God have to test us repeatedly? 

 

Q. Do we have the spiritual strength to obey Gods commands? 

 

The Israelites spit out the bitter water at Marah and question Moses. In the first half of 
chapter 15, we see the people lifting up their voice in praise to the Lord. Now in the second 
half we see them murmuring disgruntled against Moses. What happened to their hymn of 
praise, a hymn in which they confessed the Lord’s loving kindness and faithfulness (15:13) 
and expressed their confidence in the Lord (15:17)? 
 
Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord asked him to throw a piece of wood to sweeten 
the bitter water. There at Marah the Lord tested the people. In (15:26), he said, “If you will 
listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay 
attention to all his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring unto you any of the 
diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord who heals you.” 
 
In chapter 16 the whole Israeli community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin. 
In (16:2) In the Desert the whole Israeli community started grumbling at Moses and Aa-
ron. In (16:3), the Israelis said to them, “if only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! 
There we sat around pots of meet and all the food we wanted, but you have brought us into 
this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”  In (16:11), the Lord said to Moses, “I 
have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them at twilight you will eat meat, and in 
the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your 
God.” 
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O God, we thank you for the grace and mercy that you shower upon as, even as we grumble and 
waiver in our trust. Teach us your ways of justice and lead us to practice the generosity that you 
so abundantly bestow on us. Forgive our weakness and failings and make us worthy of the life 

that you have given us. In Jesus’s most precious name we pray, Amen. 

Values 
It’s natural to turn to God when we are caught up in situations which are clearly bigger than we are, 
and beyond our ability to control.   
What is not so easy, however, is to trust God and rely on Him to supply our needs in the normal 
course of every-day life. 

Faith in Action 
We tend to forget God when things are going well. On the other hand, when things start to go wrong, 
we tend to blame it on God. We start to doubt His goodness and His promises to provide and care 
for us. 
 

When we face difficult situations, instead of despairing, we should treat it as an opportunity to in-
crease our faith and trust in God. Hardships are part of everyone’s life, and through our trust and 
faith in God, we will overcome them and discover what sort of people we are.  
 

Our Responsibilities are: 
To be steadfast in our trust and faith in God. 
To not despair, and face hardships with courage. 
To praise God for his immense Grace and Mercy. 

Memory Verse 

O give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.  

Psalm 136:26 

Take a look at how common grumbling is among Israel in the book of Israel of exodus, even when 

they received manna. Does this still happen us in the presence of us plenty? 

What was the Israelites’ reaction to the water situation? 

What decree and law did God make at Marah? 

Are we the kind of people who grumble instead of trusting God to supply our needs? 
How well did the people do in keeping the instructions about gathering manna? 
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Solomon Builds the First Temple 

Unit 3, Lesson 12 

AIM: To learn the importance of worship 

Theme: The Church is set apart as a place to worship our Lord 

In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, he began to build the house of 
the Lord. 2The house that King Solomon built for the Lord was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and 
thirty cubits high. 3The vestibule in front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits wide, across the width of 
the house. Its depth was ten cubits in front of the house. 4For the house he made windows with recessed 
frames.* 5He also built a structure against the wall of the house, running around the walls of the house, both 
the nave and the inner sanctuary; and he made side chambers all round. 6The lowest story* was five cubits 
wide, the middle one was six cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits wide; for round the outside of the 
house he made offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams should not be inserted into the walls of 
the house.  
7 The house was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron 
was heard in the temple while it was being built.  
8 The entrance for the middle story was on the south side of the house: one went up by winding stairs to the 
middle story, and from the middle story to the third. 9So he built the house, and finished it; he roofed the 
house with beams and planks of cedar. 10He built the structure against the whole house, each story* five cu-
bits high, and it was joined to the house with timbers of cedar.  
11 Now the word of the Lord came to Solomon, 12‘concerning this house that you are building, if you will 
walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my commandments by walking in them, then I will 
establish my promise with you, which I made to your father David. 13I will dwell among the children of Isra-
el, and will not forsake my people Israel.’  
14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 15He lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards of 
cedar; from the floor of the house to the rafters of the ceiling, he covered them on the inside with wood; and 
he covered the floor of the house with boards of cypress. 16He built twenty cubits of the rear of the house with 
boards of cedar from the floor to the rafters, and he built this within as an inner sanctuary, as the most holy 
place. 17The house, that is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was forty cubits long. 18The cedar within 
the house had carvings of gourds and open flowers; all was cedar, no stone was seen. 19The inner sanctuary 
he prepared in the innermost part of the house, to set there the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 20The interi-
or of the inner sanctuary was twenty cubits with gold. 22Next he overlaid the whole house with gold, in order 
that the whole house might be perfect; even long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high; he overlaid it 
with pure gold. He also overlaid the altar with cedar.* 21Solomon overlaid the inside of the house with pure 
gold, then he drew chains of gold across, in front of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it the whole altar that 
belonged to the inner sanctuary he overlaid with gold.  
The Furnishings of the Temple 
23 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high. 24Five cubits was the 
length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten cubits 
from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 25The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim 
had the same measure and the same form. 26The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the 
other cherub. 27He put the cherubim in the innermost part of the house; the wings of the cherubim were 
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Student Introduction 

Solomon built a temple for God in seven years based on the plan given to him by David, his father.  
David received the detailed plan from God through Nathan, the prophet. Solomon’s craftsmen did 
a splendid job building the temple.  The building was completed in seven years.  The temple be-
came a marvelous piece of architect and the crowning achievement of King Solomon.  
Solomon did not miss even a small detail of the divine instruction in building the temple. He made 
two massive-winged cherubim figures from olivewood. They were fifteen feet high.  It measured 15 
feet from the tip of one wing to the other.  
The two cherubim were placed in the inner sanctuary next to the Ark of Covenant so their huge 
wings overshadowed the Ark.  
In addition, Solomon carved engravings of cherubim on all the walls of both the inner and the main 
sanctuary. And he had carved cherubim on every door. One may wonder why the engravings of 
cherubim were so significant. 
We have to understand this in contrast to the Gentile practice of carving the images of their deities. 
The Gentiles worshipped them but the people of Israel did not worship the cherubim at all.    The 
cherubim were designed only to represent the servants and attendants of the God of Israel.  Its sole 
purpose was a display of God’s majesty.  The temple was not only a place for worship; it was built 
as a monument for the Glory of God. 
While proper worship results in God’s blessing, improper or half-hearted attempt to please God ra-
ther brings rebuke or severe punishment. God alone should be worshipped, not any images. 
When we take a look at the past many churches have used icons, images, carved wood or stain glass 
windows to remind people of Biblical events.  This has been very helpful to people who could not 
read the Bible for themselves. Such items were not to be worshipped as opposed to the conviction 
of some critics. In our time some stained glass windows only have a beautiful blending of colors 
like the ones you made in your hands-on activity today. No one 
worships any colors. Hopefully your hands-on experience today 
will help you to remember the following:  
        a)  The way Solomon built the Temple. 
        b)  God’s love towards Solomon and all the people. 
        c)  God’s love towards us all the days of our lives. 
 
Tabernacle and Church 
Up until this time, the Israelites worshipped in a movable tent known as Tabernacle. David’s reign 

spread out so that a wing of one was touching one wall, and a wing of the other cherub was touching the 
other wall; their other wings towards the centre of the house were touching wing to wing. 28He also overlaid 
the cherubim with gold.  
29 He carved the walls of the house all roundabout with carved engravings of cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. 30The floor of the house he overlaid with gold, in the inner and 
outer rooms.  
31 For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and the doorposts were 
five-sided.* 32He covered the two doors of olive wood with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flow-
ers; he overlaid them with gold, and spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.  
33 So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olive wood, each four-sided, 34and two doors of 
cypress wood; the two leaves of one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding. 
35He carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, overlaying them with gold evenly applied upon the 
carved work. 36He built the inner court with three courses of dressed stone to one course of cedar beams.  
37 In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, in the month of Ziv. 38In the eleventh 
year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was finished in all its parts, and according 
to all its specifications. He was seven years in building it.  
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Along with the throne, David handed over great wealth to his son.  He gave Solomon 

100,000 talents of gold, and 1 million talents of silver.  David also contributed 3,000 tal-

ents of gold and 7,000 talents of refined silver to Solomon from his personal wealth. So 

Solomon received from his father an estimated 5 billion dollars.  

The temple was to be built on the summit of Mount Mariah where Abraham almost sacri-

ficed Isaac to God (1 Chronicles 22:14).  

The stones were worked off-site and brought to the Temple in perfect shape and fit (1Kgs. 

6:7). These stones of huge dimension were gradually placed on the massive walls, and 

closely fitted together without any mortar between, till the whole structure was completed. 

The building was 60 cubits (90 feet) long, 20 cubits (30 feet) wide and 30 cubits (45 feet) 

high.  

The Ark of the Covenant was solemnly brought from the tent to the place prepared for it in 

the temple. But on the way a person lost his life as he hurried to touch the Ark. The Ark 

represented the strength of the Lord (Ps.132:8).  The ninth chapter of Hebrews draws our 

attention to the Most High Place which contained the golden-covered Ark of Covenant.  

The cherubim of Glory stood on top of the Ark overshadowing the atonement cover.  Here 

we have a perfect analogy for our salvation by the high-priesthood of Christ. (Heb. 9:3-5). 

Solomon’s Temple was not known as much for its large size but for its exquisite beauty of 

details and the presence of God. His presence was promised in the inner sanctuary or the 

Holy   

As the preparations were completed for the dedication of the temple, Solomon ascended a 
platform which had been erected for him.  In the sight of all his people, King Solomon 
stood on this plat form, lifted up his hands to heaven and began to pour out his heart to 
God in prayer (1  
We can gain several helpful spiritual insights from Solomon’s prayer. He opens his prayer 
affirming that He alone is God (6:14). Solomon remembers what God has done in the past 
such as making a covenant with the people (6:14).  As he continues, Solomon makes a 
number of pleas and requests (6:19) 
Solomon declares that the Lord knows the heart (6:30) and that no one is without sin 
(6:36). He pleaded for mercy and forgiveness of sin. You are likely to meet some Christians 

led them to achieve great success economically and culturally.  So David wished to build a temple 
for God.  But God let David know that it would be Solomon who would build the temple.  Solomon 
being a very wise person understood the need of a worship place for his people. So he took his fa-
ther David’s advise very seriously and made elaborate plans for the project. Solomon’s Temple 
turned out to be a beautiful and great place to worship God like our churches. God’s glory was pre-
sent in the Holy of Holies.  No doubt, God’s presence and love are always with us as we sing praises 
to God and say our prayers in the church.  
Solomon’s Temple has been an inspiration not only for Jews, and Gentiles but also Christians.  
Currently there is a great interest in the Solomon’s Temple.  A group of Brazilian Christians in São 
Paulo.is constructing a giant replica of Solomon’s temple. Soon ships carrying stones from Jerusa-
lem will start moving to Brazil.  Stones alone will cost 5 million dollars while the huge replica will 
cost 200 million dollars. The building will have all the features of Solomon’s Temple including the 
Ark of Covenant. They are planning to have facility for 1,600 Sunday school students. Their keen 
interest in the Old and New Testaments is worthy of emulation.   

http://www.crystalinks.com/ark.html
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Have students team up in pairs and write down the main parts of the temple of Solomon, and com-
pare that with what we observe on Sundays at our  Mar Thoma Church.   

 who never take the Biblical statements seriously but they rely on their goodness.  They may 
make claims like: ‘I don’t worry about anything happening to me because ‘I love Jesus’? 
They need to read Solomon’s prayer very carefully. The whole Bible and the teachings of 
Jesus make it very clear that God judges sin. When one sins, the next course of action is to 
repent sincerely.  Solomon repented of past sins and pleaded for mercy as the people sins 
in future.  God heard and showed His glory instantly.   
 
We also learn from his prayer that God does not dwell in Temples made with hands (6:18).  
Heaven is His abode.  In our day Christians are the Temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:16; 6:19). We can experience His presence every hour, every minute if we pray like 
Solomon prayed. That being the truth, we can continually work on being spiritually trans-
formed by God’s power. Earnest prayers change us more than anything else.    
 
After Solomon offered the dedicatory prayer, he counseled his people, “Let your heart be 
perfect with the Lord our God” (1 Kings 8:61). Perfect with the Lord because He is the 
searcher of all hearts, and has knowledge of all the desires of the hearts. Solomon’s prayer 
sought justice for the people and for the country. His prayer has special meaning and begs 
God to hear people’s prayers and forgive their sins when they repent and salvation when 
they turn to God. 

1. How long did it take for the temple to be built? 

2. How did Hiram help Solomon in the project? 

3. What was the measurement of the temple? 

4. Name the major parts of the Temple from the picture you have colored 

5. Name two items that were in or at the temple? 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/1-kgs/8.61?lang=eng#60
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Values 
1. We become God’s people when we worship Him and experience his presence in this world. 
2. We can dedicate our time and life to God and it is one of the best ways to worship him. 
3. Transformation of our heart will make god to dwell in us.  
4. Jesus Himself says that a well-constructed house is built on the rock (Mathew 7:24-25). This can 

be a rock as in the case of Solomon’s Temple as well as a spiritual rock of faith that we have in 
our Lord. 

6. Name the characteristics of God you have learned from Solomon’s prayer? 

7. Where is God’s temple now?  

Faith in Action 
Temples and modern day Churches are sanctuaries for our souls.  They are places for us to come 
together and praise God, seek forgiveness and commit ourselves in His Holy presence to do His 
will. A true worshipper should see beyond the worship leaders and helpers and focus on the Lord’s 
presence. Then it will never be a mechanical ritual. As we continue to take the worship service real 
seriously, we will truly experience the presence of God as Solomon did.   

Our Father, creator of the earth and the entire universe, renew our lives. We know you have 
called each one of us for a special task.  Kindly send us your Holy Spirit so we will have the inspi-
ration and strength to do it.  Help us to realize that every contribution we are able to make for the 

sake of your kingdom is important to you.  In the precious name of Jesus we pray, Amen 
 
Lesson References  
 The interpreter’s one volume Bible Commentary 
Annotated Study Bible-Dake 
A study on the Symbols and Liturgy of The Mar Thoma Holy Communion Service, by Dr. Santosh Varghese 

Memory Verse 

But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him!  
Habakkuk 2:20 
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A Cheerful Giver 

Unit 3, Lesson 13 

AIM: To learn that it is our Christian responsibility 

to give tithe of time and talent for the work of God 

Theme: Sacrificial Giving 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offer-

ings to the Lord in righteousness.[a]4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

5 Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired work-

ers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not 

fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

6 For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not perished. 7 Ever since 

the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return 

to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?” 

Do Not Rob God 

8 Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing you?” In your 

tithes and offerings!9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of 

you! 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put 

me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you an overflowing blessing. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23124a
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Student Introduction 

Have you ever heard of a church robbery? If you heard one can you tell that incident? Malachi has 

mentioned about people robbing the church! (3.10). The prophet really is trying to get the attention 

of the people about their giving habit.  God’s people were failing to bring the required offering into 

the House of the Lord. He challenges them with a sour-piercing question: Is it possible to rob God? 

(3:8-12). 

What is the tithe?  

The word tithe comes from a Hebrew word that means one tenth. In Old Testament there were ac-

tually three tithes.  

1. The tithe Malachi referred was for the priest. 

2. The tithe that helped celebrate the annual sacred feast. 

3. The tithe that the people would give an additional ten percent to help the poor. 

 

Today we are going to study the topic of tithe from the book of Malachi.  There are five major state-

ments in this passage: 

1) The tithe is the minimum. 

2) The curse came from disobedience. (v.9) 

3)  The store house represents God’s work. (v.10) 

4)  The test challenges God to bless. (v.10) 

5)  The blessing are out of this world. (v.10) 

 

Here the prophet is assuming the role of a prosecuting attorney in presenting the case of 

not tithing.  He presses his case backing it up with evidence that the people were robbing 

God without paying their tithes. This method of writing known as” Didactic Dialectic” 

method has three components to the dialogue: 

 (1) An assertion or charge is made 

 (2) The writer gives the presumed objection to the charge, and  

 (3) The objection is effectively refuted. 

 

I. The tithe is the minimum 

Tithing has always been the floor, not the ceiling, of giving to God's work. In other words, 

tithing is the place to begin, not the place to end in supporting God's kingdom business. 

Larry Burkett said, "As best as I can tell, God never asked less than ten percent from any-

one. But if that bothers someone, I can see no reason why they couldn't give twice as much 
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if they desired." (How to Manage Your Money; 9/15/90, p. 3) 

Sadly, today the term tithing is often mistaken for every kind of giving. Some believers who make, 

for example $2,000 a month, put in the offering plate $ 50, and claim to have ‘tithed’. That is not 

good enough math for God. Anything less than 10 % is simply a donation, and not tithe. 

The first 10% of the income really is the tithe that one owes God. It should always be referred to as 

God's tithe but some believers say it’s ‘my tithe’. People in the Old Testament didn't give a tithe; 

they simply repaid it to the Owner of all things. Rarely does the Bible speak of giving a tithe, but 

rather of "taking," "presenting," or even "paying" tithes. It is incorrect to say:"I feel led to tithe." 

The tithe required no heart response. It was a requirement. For offerings, on the other hand, one 

can say “my” for it is a voluntary giving.  Offerings are given when one feels led by God’s Spirit. 

 

II. The curse came from disobedience (v. 9) 

"You are suffering under a curse, yet you - the whole nation - are still robbing Me" (Mal. 3:9). The 

Old Testament was written to the nation of Israel. Because God's people robbed Him, they have 

put a curse on the whole nation. They did that to themselves. 

Partial obedience is never obedience. One who holds on to tithe never benefits from it.  Rather it is 

an act of blocking an opportunity for God to bless us. God spoke to Israelites that if all the tithes 

and offering were brought in to the store house, He would in turn open the windows of heaven and 

pour them out a blessing that they could not contain. Also, God promised that He would rebuke 

the devourer for their sake. 

While there are spiritual and financial consequences for failing to give God, we should never think 

that we will be "cursed".  The foundational New Testament teaching clarifies: "Christ has re-

deemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, because it is written: Everyone 

who is hung on a tree is cursed" (Gal. 3:13 HCSB). We rest in the new covenant Christ initiated 

with His blood. Jesus freed us from the curse of keeping the law. And it's because of what He did 

for us that we should willingly and gladly obey. 

 

III. The storehouse represents God's work (v. 10) 

"Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house" (Mal. 3:10). In Is-

rael the people brought their tithes of grain, olives, wine, and meat to be stored in the Temple. 

These goods supported the priests and Levites, those serving God vocationally, since they did not 

have other sources of income. The poor in the community were also supported from tithe.  Temple 

operations were also supported from tithe. When you look at it closely, God finances the church 

with what the people will give. It was never His intent to finance the church through bingo and raf-

fles. He always expects his people to support the church with part of their income. 

While the purpose of the tithe is to support God's work, but the primary motivation for tithing is to 

put God first in our lives. The tithe was not a legalistic regulation. It was to teach his people to 

trust him and put him first. "Each year you are to set aside a tenth of all the produce grown in your 

fields . . . so that you will always learn to fear the LORD your God" (Deuteronomy 14:22-23). 

There is a much deeper spiritual principle involved in here. As we begin to put God first in our giv-

ing, we practice to put God first in every area of life. This beautifully simple truth is the really the 

heart of giving. We pay God first. It is true that many of God’s people reverse this process. They 

give some money to God only if there is anything left. This exactly was happening in Malachi's day. 
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Values 
Every single blessing we have is given by God. So all of it belongs to God. We are just the stewards. 
God provides us with the seed to sow, and helps it to increase.  Industrially advanced society is not 
an exception for tithing. God makes one grow physically, spiritually, and intellectually. Without that 
blessing no one can be thriving in life. Tithing applies to our day equally well.  

1. How did the people rob God as per Malachi? 

2. What is tithe as per the prophet? 

3. How does the test challenge God? 

4. What is God’s promise of blessing in return to tithing? 

So the subject of giving to God is all the more relevant today. People of Malachi’s day were giving 

God the leftovers and thereby robbing God. 

 

IV. The test challenges God to bless (v. 10) 

"'Test Me in this way,' says the LORD of Hosts" (Mal. 3:10). God challenged His people to give ac-

cording to the Law so that He could bless them. No other time God issued such a challenge in the 

Bible. Too often we get hung up on the amount and miss God’s promise to return it many fold. 

It is hard to understand that people who trust God for their eternal salvation, and life hereafter in 

heaven, won't trust God with their finances. Do you think we can trust God with our careers, our 

finances, and our giving once we begin to fully rely on God for our eternal destiny? 

We have seen in an earlier lesson on Cain and Abel how God looks at the condition of the heart of 

the giver (see 2 Cori: 9.7). God is serious about the true condition of one’s heart. 

 

V. The blessings are out of this world (v. 10) 

"'See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without 

measure'" (Mal. 3:10). This is an amazing passage of Scripture. 

In a giving match, no one can out-give God. A little story can illustrate the point here. A young boy 

went to the store with his mother. The kind shop-keeper passed him a large jar of lollipops and in-

vited him to help himself to a handful. But the boy held back and didn’t attempt to put his hands in 

the jar. So the shop owner pulled out a handful for him. 

When outside, the boy's mother asked why he had suddenly been so shy and wouldn't take a hand-

ful of lollipops when offered. The boy replied, "Because his hand is much bigger than mine!" 
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Our heavenly father you are a God who gives us everything. Thank you for the blessings you send 
us through the changing seasons. Thank you for the timely sunlight and rain that produce the 
grains and produce, and fruit we eat.  Help us to be faithful in returning portions of your bless-
ings back to you so that your work can be supported well. Thank you for the promise that you will 
bless us as we give. In the name of our precious Lord who gave his life itself for our salvation. 
Amen 

Faith in Action 
Christians need to share their resources and blessings with others. As followers of Jesus, every be-
liever has a duty to support, physically and financially to spread the Gospel to the fellow human be-
ings. It is a testimony that we have a heart for God, and what we treasure most. It will certainly in-
spire others closer to God. 

Memory Verse 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
1 Corinthians 9:7 
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Passover—The Festival of Deliverance 

Unit 3, Lesson 14 

AIM: To understand the origin of Passover and the 

meaning of breaking bread and sharing wine 

Theme: Deliverance 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of 

months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 

tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too 

small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in pro-

portion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 

the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood 

and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that 

same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of 

it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none 

of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you 

shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hur-

riedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 

down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout 

your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.15 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; 

on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first 

day until the seventh day shall be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall hold a solemn assembly, 

and on the seventh day a solemn assembly; no work shall be done on those days; only what everyone must 

eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17 You shall observe the festival of unleavened bread, for on this very 

day I brought your companies out of the land of Egypt: you shall observe this day throughout your genera-

tions as a perpetual ordinance. 18 In the first month, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening 

of the twenty-first day, you shall eat unleavened bread. 19 For seven days no leaven shall be found in your 

houses; for whoever eats what is leavened shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether an alien 

or a native of the land. 20 You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your settlements you shall eat unleavened 

bread. 
21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, select lambs for your families, and slaugh-

ter the passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel 

and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until 
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morning. 23 For the Lordwill pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lin-

tel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter 

your houses to strike you down. 24 You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your chil-

dren. 25 When you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this ob-

servance. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this observance?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is 

the passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck 

down the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the people bowed down and worshiped. 

28 The Israelites went and did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make 

the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 

‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 So the dis-

ciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;[a] 21 and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I 

tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after 

another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 

betray me.24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is be-

trayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.”25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, 

“Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, say-

ing, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 

new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Student Introduction 

What do you know about Passover? 

 

What is the significance of Passover? 

 

What is the connection between the last supper and the Holy Communion? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26%3A17-30&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24072a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26%3A17-30&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24080b
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We get the word “Passover” from a Hebrew word “Pesach”. The original term simply 

means “to pass over” but it refers to the frightening moment the angel of death ‘passed 

over’ the houses of Israelites without killing their first born while he was striking the first 

born of Egypt.  This was the last of the ten plagues God sent to punish Egyptians as the re-

belled against His command.  God’s might deliverance is remembered and celebrated on 

the 14th of Abib, the first Jewish month (Lev 23: 5-6).  

God sent Moses with a mission to deliver his people from Pharaoh’s slavery. But Pharaoh 

refused to obey God’s command. So God sent a series of plagues to inflict the Egyptians. 

The tenth plague was a terrible one. During this plague the angel of God was sent to myste-

riously strike the first born in all the Egyptian households. Though the Israelites lived in 

Egypt then, God spared the first born of all Israelites. Moses had instructed them to put 

blood mark on the door posts for the angel to see. So the Israelites in obedience to the di-

vine command sprinkled the unblemished blood of the lamb over the door frames.  As the 

angel of death saw the blood, he would “pass over“that house.  Thus, God spared all the 

firstborns of Israel from the angel of death. The historic deliverance came to be called 

“Passover.”  

The ordinance of Passover had three components: 

 The killing and eating of the Passover Lamb (Verse .1-6; 8-11) 

 The sprinkling of blood upon the door frame(Heb.11:28) 

 The feast of unleavened bread for seven days (Ver. 14-20). God had commanded its 

continued observation in Exodus (12:25-27). This institution was clearly communicated 

to the people and they were to observe the feast every year in remembrance of their es-

cape from Egypt.  

But the Passover events were shadows of things to happen centuries later in the life of 

Christ.  Like a Passover lamb that was sacrificed to spare the first born of the Hebrews, Je-

sus was sacrificed to deliver Christians from the terrible slavery of sin. For both Jews and 

Christians, Passover signifies a time of deliverance.  

The New Testament makes it clear that Christ is the true Passover lamb (Exodus 12:21; 1 

Cor. 5:7). The early church saw the direct symbolic continuity between the slaughtered 

lamb of the Passover and the crucified Lamb of God (Jesus). When Paul speaks of Christ as 

our Passover lamb (1Cor. 5:7), he is affirming that God who acted mightily in ancient Is-

rael’s release from Egyptian bondage by the Passover, is the same God who has acted in 

Christ to free us eternally from all sins. While  observing His last Passover with His disci-

ples Jesus explained that the symbols of bread and wine represent His body and blood, of-

fered by Him for the forgiveness or passing over of our sins and the death penalty, our sins 

have earned for us (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14: 20-24). 
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The Lord’s Supper is a strong reminder of what Jesus did in the past, a symbol of our present rela-

tionship with him as well as a promise of what he will do in the future. When we use the words of 

institution, “do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19), every week during our holy communion, 

it represents the core of the Christian faith and how the grace and life of the risen Lord come to 

dwell in us. By participating together in Lord’s Supper we picture the fact that we are one body in 

Christ, one with each other with responsibilities toward one another, and we anticipate the ban-

quet of eternal and heavenly kingdom with Christ. 

Values 
 Christ is the one who invites us to the Lord’s Table. He presides over it. So it is our responsibility 

to prayerfully participate in the Holy Communion to receive His grace. 

 But it is on us to partake in the Holy Communion fully conscious of its true meaning and never 

make it a lifeless ritual. 

 By participating together in Lord’s Supper, we realize and accept the fact that we are one body in 

Christ, one with each other with responsibilities toward one another.  

1. What was the significance of the 1st Passover?( Exodus 12:12-13;22-23) 

 

 

 

2. Why did Lord want Israel to observe the feast of Passover in future years? 

           (Ex 12:25-27) 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of The Last Supper to present day Holy Communion? (Luke 22:15-19) 
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O Lord we acknowledge that you are the living bread which came down from heaven for our re-

demption. Help us not to forget the sacrifice you made.  We thank you for bridging the gap be-

tween us so that we can have communion with You.  Enable us to magnify your Holy name 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Faith in Action 
 Participate regularly in the Holy Communion with a true understanding of its meaning. 

 Identify the obstacles that prevent us from participating in Holy Communion and work to over-

come it. 

Memory Verse 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave 
it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after 
giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Matthew 26:26-28 
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Commander Naaman and the Captive Girl 

Unit 3, Lesson 15 

AIM: To learn that anyone can witness for God in 

any situation 

Theme: Being God’s witness 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his 
master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, 
suffered from leprosy. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from 
the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were 
with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4 So Naaman went in and 
told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5 And the king of Aram said, “Go 
then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.” 

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of gar-
ments. 6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know 
that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 When the king 
of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man 
sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel 
with me.” 

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a mes-
sage to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that 
there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the en-
trance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven 
times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.”11 But Naaman became angry and 
went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12 Are not Abana 

and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, 
and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants approached and said to him, 
“Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? 
How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and im-
mersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 



2 

Student Introduction 

Have you ever heard of Christopher Reeve?  Known as the ‘Superman’, Christopher was a very suc-
cessful movie star; he was very handsome, and wealthy. Christopher won several covetous awards 
and many other honors. So he was well respected, loved and admired by countless fans. As Super-
man, he could melt steel, leap tall buildings, and fly with ease.  Sadly, one day he fell from his 
horse.  The accident turned out to be a great tragedy in his life as the fall made him a paraplegic 
and he ended up in a wheelchair for the rest of his life. In his tragic lonely days, no one seemed to 
think about this once famous person. The ex-superstar quietly died as a paraplegic in his wheel 
chair. Christopher Reeve left this world on October 10, 2004 in Westchester County, New York. 
The world took little notice of his demise. 

  
Today we want to talk about a great person who is deeply upset with a private problem. His name is 
Naaman, the commander-in-chief of the army under the king of Aram. The king held him in high 
esteem because Naaman was winning battles for him. Naaman truly was a great man. But despite 
his victories and favor before the king, he did not have any joy in life. He was always worried and 
upset about a skin disorder – Naaman was a leper. Leprosy defied any cure until the last century. 
Besides the pain and discomfort, he was also lonely.  Lepers also suffered from the strong social 
stigma about the disorder. Worse yet, those days people widely believed it was God’s punishment 
for one’s sin.   
  
Naaman’s wife had a maid.  The young girl was captured by Aram in one of his raids on Israel. She 
knew the power of the God of Israel and the supernatural ministry of Prophet Elisha. Knowing the 
condition of Naaman the young girl said one day to her mistress: “Oh, if only my master could meet 
the prophet of Samaria, he would be healed of his skin disease.” 
Naaman wasted no time in asking the king for permission to go see the prophet. The king quickly 
granted Naaman permission and wrote a nice letter of recommendation to the king of Israel. 
Naaman took with him 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten sets of clothes. It is a lot 
of wealth but it meant nothing to him in his afflicted condition. It would prove later that Elisha had 
no use for Naaman’s wealth. 
The king of Israel read the letter; he was terribly upset and ripped his robe to pieces.  The king’s 
letter was asking the king for Naaman’s healing from leprosy.  There wasn’t a little thing the king of 
Israel could do about it; he had no power to heal even a light illness. So he took it as an excuse from 
Aram to open up a new war with Israel.  
 Elisha who had received double portion of the Spirit of God than his master Elijah was a powerful 
prophet of God. He possessed mysterious knowledge through the Holy Spirit. So he sent word to 
the king asking him to send Naaman to the prophet.  
As the horses and chariots of Naaman and his officers arrived in style and stopped at Elisha’s door, 
Elisha’s servant came out to meet Naaman. Elisha already knew God’s will about Naaman’s heal-
ing.  The servant told Naaman: “Go to the River Jordan and immerse yourself seven times. Your 
skin will be healed and you’ll be as good as new.” 
Naaman lost his temper and commented the rivers of Damascus were cleaner than Jordan. Like a 
mad hornet, he stomped off.    
 But his wise servants to cool him off and asked him to obey Elisha’s simple instruction.  Naaman at 
least went down to river Jordan and immersed himself seven time obeying Elisha. Just as the serv-
ant had told him Naaman’s skin instantly became as good as new. 

 
Naaman’s healing in the river of Jordan teaches us a powerful lesson.  God’s ways differ from hu-
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1. The Physical condition of Naaman: (v.1)  
Naaman was the commander of the Syrian army of the king of Aram. He was a 
brave man and in high favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given 
victory to Aram. He enjoyed great honor as a powerful commander. Everyone likes 
to have such honor and respect. But Naaman who held an envious position and en-
joyed great success, and wealth was personally unhappy about his illness. Naaman 
suffered from an incurable skin disease that people even talk about; he had leprosy. 
No one ever liked a leper; no one would get very close to a person who got patches 
of white areas in the skin.  There was no cure for leper at that time.  

  
2. The captive girl’s bold witnessing (Vs.2&3) 

 She was a captive girl from Israel. 
 She realized the real need of her master. 
 She was bold enough to speak to her mistress about the disease of Naaman and 

share her faith in the Lord. 
 As a person living without any freedom she could spend her days in utter bitter-

ness and hatred instead of accepting her condition and trusting in God.  
 Her faith helped her not to get angry at her master rather she talked to her mis-

tress and strongly recommended a visit to Prophet Elisha in Samaria. 
 It is so commendable that while living in the most unfavorable situation, she was 

willing to share her faith and wished for the wellbeing of her enemies. 
 

3. God’s prescription for curing Naaman’s leprosy (Verse.4-12) 
 Naaman, the commander- in chief, receives a strategy to seek for his healing 

from a slave girl. 
 True, Naaman is a great conqueror but the help to conquer his personal illness 

ironically comes from the nation of Israel he conquered. 
 The highly honored commander takes orders from a humble prophet of the 

Lord. 
 Though unwilling, his Naaman’s obedience to God’s word through Elisha 

brought him total healing and joy in life. 

man ways. We will explore the details of how God intervened in Naaman’s life and turned his sor-
row into joy 
 
Class discussion 

  
 Do you know who Naaman was? Can you describe a leper? 
 Who are the other characters mentioned in this Bible portion? 
 How did this girl end up in Naaman’s house in Syria from her home in Israel? 
 How did she help Naaman? 
 Our God comforted and healed anyone who went before Him with pain or a need. 
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 Describe the characteristics of Naaman (2 Kings 5:1). What disease was he afflicted with?  
 
 
 
 How did Naaman’s wife know that there was a prophet of God in Samaria who could heal 

Naaman of leprosy (2 Kings 5:2)? 
 
 
 
 Discuss the faith and witness of the captive girl based on the story. 
 
 
 
 Do you think our life and witness help others? 
 
 
 
 Why was the king of Israel upset when he received the letter from the king of Syria asking him to 

heal Naaman (2 Kings 5:7).  
 
 
 
 What was the instruction Elisha sent to Naaman through his assistant for the commander’s heal-

ing? (2 Kings 5:10.)  
 
 
 
 Why did Naaman become angry? (2 Kings 5:11–12).  
 
 
 
 How did Naaman’s servants convince him to do what the prophet Elisha told him to do? (2 Kings 

5:13.)  
 
 
 
 What happened when Naaman obeyed Elisha’s instructions? (2 Kings 5:14.).  
 
 
 
 What should we do if we want to receive a special blessing, such as healing?  

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/5.10?lang=eng#9
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/5.11-12?lang=eng#10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/5.13?lang=eng#12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/5.13?lang=eng#12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/2-kgs/5.14?lang=eng#13
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Lord, our Heavenly Father, we thank you for the lesson on Naaman healing.  Thank you for 
healing several lepers when Jesus visited this earth.  No illness is too hard for you to heal. 
Thank you for your mercy and your power. Today we ask you to touch every one of us in a spe-
cial way so that we will be instruments of blessings.  Send us the power of your Holy Spirit so 
that we too may witness like the captive young girl. Help us to see the needs of others and en-
courage them to get closer to you. In the name of the Lord we pray, Amen. 

Faith in Action 
 Develop strong convictions of right and wrong based on the Scriptures 
 Speak out our faith 
 God will always empower us with the Holy Spirit to live out our faith in an ever dark world. 
 Humility is extremely hard to develop but one has to be humble in the sight of the Lord so we 

can obey and yield to the will of God. 

Memory Verse 

Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are 
they? 18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?”  

Luke 17:17-18 

Values 
 Be sensitive to the needs in the various areas of our lives and that of others and earnestly pray 

about it to God. 
 Be bold to stand up for God and share our faith as God opens up opportunities regardless of 

what we go through in life. 
 Never forget that God is always faithful and will accept you and bless you beyond measures. 
 Keep in mind that God’s thoughts are quite different than ours and often our ways are not His 

ways. 
 If there is a private sin or self-destructive habit you have been covering up like Naaman hid his 

skin disorder, repent and ask God for a quick deliverance.   
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Forgiving Love of the Father 

Unit 4, Lesson 16 

AIM: To learn that repentance requires the forgiving 

love of God 

Theme: Repent and Return 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property be-
tween them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant coun-
try, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a se-
vere famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any-
thing. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 
28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
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Student Introduction 

What is the real meaning and significance of the Parable of the Lost Son? 
 
The great novelist Charles Dickens once said the most touching story in literature is “The Story of 

the Prodigal Son.”  The parable is truly one of the world’s supreme master pieces of storytelling.  

Jesus used only 504 words to tell this story. Most literary men regard this as the greatest short sto-

ry ever told. 

 

The parable of the lost son is the last one presented a series of parables in Luke 15.  The first one is 

on finding he lost sheep, and the second on finding a lost coin. All three of them end with a celebra-

tion as the lost items are found.  

 

While many sinners and tax-collectors were intently listening to the teachings of Jesus, there arose 

a grumbling from the Pharisees and the religious scholars.  They said: “This fellow welcomes sin-

ners and eats with them.” (V.2 NRSV). It needs to be noted that Jesus spoke all three parables here, 

in response to their attitude.  A parable is an earthly story that has a divine meaning.  Jesus used 

parables often to drive home an important truth about the kingdom of God. Our focus today is on 

the parable of the lost son. 

 

Set in the Middle Eastern culture, the story of the lost son is the most dynamic and com-

passionate story of a father towards his lost son.  We won’t find another one either in the 

Bible or sacred literature. Of course we have the cross but that is not a story but an actual 

event. The parable portrays the heart of our Heavenly Father. The culture of the land was 

very different from where we live. We will be able to draw some fresh spiritual insights as 

we explore the episode together.  

The story is told in five major steps: 

 Request of inheritance. 

 Realization of his state while being away from home. 

 Remorse and repentance on his action. 

 Returning home 

 Re-joining and rejoicing with his father at home. 
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As the story opens, the younger son says to his father ‘Father, I want right now what’s coming to 

me.’ (V.12; the Message). It is a very shameful thing for a son to ask for his inheritance.  But the 

way this son demanded his father makes it even worse.  In the Jewish cultural context it is the 

equivalent of saying “I wish you were dead’’.   

Though a Jewish father would divide his assets among the sons, it doesn’t happen while the father 

is alive. The sons inherit it after the death of the father. The father in this story did not try to coun-

sel with the son for he knew his son will learn only the hard way. So the father divided the property 

and gave the younger son his part.  

In a few days he turned the property into cash and left home for a distant country. Again, this is 

another insult to the father.  In the Jewish culture, the son doesn’t leave like this even while for the 

westerners it is not a big deal. But in Jewish families, it is such a shame for the father. People des-

pise such a family. So this father is bearing two shames already.  

The son headed to a Gentile land that doesn’t have anything Jewish. The place has no divine laws 

or moral codes. In the new land he quickly found several friends and wasted all his money on wild 

living. He didn’t have a dime left in his pocket. Worsening the situation, there broke out a famine 

in that land. Having spent all the money, he had no way of buying anything to eat. His hunger kept 

growing and he could barely walk. He looked for a job but nothing showed up. Finally he ended up 

feeding someone’s pigs. It was a forbidden task for the Jews, for the law said “Cursed is he who 

feeds swine.”  But he had no other way. The pigs were eating better than him.  He tried to fill his 

stomach with the food for the pigs. Then he came back to his senses. He remembered how the 

servants in his home were eating several good meals every day. (Let us pause here and see some 

truth.). 

He is far away from his father’s home and the native land.  After wasting everything he inherited 

from the father, he can’t ask for anything. And he cannot ask him to be treated as the son. He de-

served nothing.  

What Jesus portrays here is a true picture of humanity. Humankind walked away from God, lost 

all their moral values just as the prodigal son did. This breaks their relationship with God. That 

gives God a bleeding heart. Only when people realize their spiritual emptiness, then they will start 

thinking of a turning back. They try to make excuses and justify their actions up to that point. God 

allows people to go through the self-inflicted misery helping to come to that point of realization. 

As his thoughts raced, the wanderer learned what he was missing - the love, care and comfort of 

his father’s home. He remembered how wicked he was to demand his inheritance. Being fully 

aware of the fact that he lost his place at home, the son thought of working as a servant at home.  

He knew that would be far better off than stealing pig food. He decided to go back to his father.  He 

would say: “Father, I have sinned against heaven. And I have sinned against you. I am no longer fit 

to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired workers.”’(V.18-19; NRSV).  He knew, like 

any other person living in a broken relationship, that any sin is committed against God. 
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Returns Home with Repentance. 

His decision to return home with a grievous heart is the dramatic turning point in the story. He 

walks miles and miles to get back home. Finally he reaches the edge of the village. As he walked, 

probably he was practicing the lines of confession he wanted to speak to his father. The words shows 

that he had prepared himself ready for the humiliation awaited him at home on his return. He knows 

he is empty-handed, not even having money to buy a snack. He knew full well how deeply he had in-

sulted his father and brought shame to the family.  

In the Jewish cultural context, one would expect a father ready to take vengeance for such an evil act.  

The Jewish fathers don’t take such shame. Regardless of the situation, they wouldn’t move an inch.  

But the father in our parable is very different. He forgets everything and starts running the moment 

he saw his son from a distance.  Instead of asking any questions or demanding any sort of apology, 

the father simply falls on his son’s neck and begins to kiss him.  

The father demonstrated that his love was unconditional. It is not the picture of a Jewish father but 

the true picture of God offering His grace first as mentioned in Romans 5:8: “But God proves his 

love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.” The son was totally surprised and 

couldn’t the second part of his speech. The son did not know that the father is full of love for him and 

had a big welcome back planned. Neither did the son know that the father was expectantly waiting 

for his return every day. The father had planned to welcome him back before he got too close. In do-

ing so, the father is protecting the son from the sure wrath others would have against him. That’s be-

cause he had insulted all of them by walking out on them.  But no one can hold any grudges against 

the wayward son once the father reconciles with him in public.  The son is totally reconciled. But the 

father paid a high cost for it. The father had to totally humiliate himself in front of others. God’s 

grace is free but it cost the life of His son.  

The Joyous Banquet with the Father 

Quickly after meeting the son and forgiving him, the father ordered a banquet as we read in Luke 

15:24: “Let’s have a feast and celebrate, for this son of mine was dead and is alive again, he was lost 

and is found”. In the father’s perception, his son was lost and dead but has come back to life.  

Let’s don’t forget that Jesus spoke of a definite celebration when the lost sheep or coin is found 

again. Jesus wants to celebrate the homecoming of the rebels. In a sense the banquet for the lost son 

here foreshadows the Holy Communion.  The Holy Communion is a celebration of sinners being 

united to the Holy God. 

We need to realise that sinners are not the center of attention; it is Jesus. He is the hero of the Last 

Supper Banquet.  All glory is reserved for the father. When the Pharisees criticized Jesus for dining 

with sinners, they missed the point. Jesus did not eat with sinners to celebrate their sin.  Rather it 

was a celebration of His grace.  

This parable, the joy of celebration is to show the success of the father’s costly efforts to find and 

save his lost son.  The celebrations in the parables of finding the lost sheep and coin are not for the 

honor of the lost items but rather for the sake of the owner’s efforts as well.  It reminds us that as the 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2015.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2015.24
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lost sheep when we return to the Lord at His Communion Table, it is the celebration of God’s glory 

that He found us.  

 One aspect of the Holy Communion we always need to remember is that we, as redeemed sinners, are 

offered continued table fellowship with Jesus. We err often but then get back again to his fellowship.  

So one cannot neglect the Holy Communion or choose to participate in it on a periodical basis as some 

do. It should never be forgotten that The Last Supper was a celebration of Jesus’ costly sacrifice to rec-

oncile us to him.  

 So the spiritual picture emerging from the story is very clear. At the Lord’s Banqueting Table we are 

invited as sinners to participate in that sacred meal. Jesus is obviously the hero of the Last Supper 

Banquet and the sinners are not the center of attention. All glory is reserved for the father. As we par-

ticipate in the communion, we are participating in the celebration of His grace.  And all sinners are 

invited to participate with a repenting heart.  

The attitude of the older son 

As we begin to look at the attitude of the older son, let us bring to our mind again the context of this 

parable.  Jesus spoke it to correct the attitude of his critics. They focused only on the sinners, and the 

tax-collectors. Their minds were closed to see the all inclusive grace of God.  Pharisees were critical of 

Jesus for he demonstrated His grace by eating and hanging out with sinners, and tax-collectors.  But 

as he did so, he was doing a much greater and urgent work of transforming them. They didn’t get how 

Jesus who claimed to be a prophet of God’s kingdom can mix with sinners.  One may wonder how they 

can fail to see was the change Jesus was bringing into the lives of people by healing them physically, 

emotionally, morally, and spiritually.  All one has to do is to close your mind to be like the Pharisees 

towards the truth of God. They could not see the miserable condition of the human rejects rather they 

despised them for what they are. With our question the older son represents the Pharisees. Jesus 

made that very clear.  

The picture of the older brother is brilliantly drawn using small shifts of rich phrases in our story. The 

servant says, “Your brother has come home.  But the older brother refused to think of him as a broth-

er.  He angrily says to his father, “this son of yours’.   The father gently corrected him reminding the 

truth of the matter, “this your brother’.  The older son bitterly complaints: “I’ve been slaving for you”.  

In truth they had been partners since the father had already divided his land and assets between the 

brothers (verse 12).  Now everything the father has really belongs to the older son.   The younger one 

has spent his inheritance.  So the older one may be thinking that anything spent on the younger son 

now has to come from his inheritance.  

As he fell into bad temper, the older son proves that he has no more real respect for his father than his 

brother had before he left home.  We see him refusing to listen to the father’s plea to come in. As we 

saw earlier, the father did not have to leave the guests and walk to where the stubborn first son.  Jesus 

is showing through this the truth that all the grumblers are out of line.  But there is enough room left 

for them through God’s generosity.   But if they still want to stay out of the party because the father is 

so forgiving and loving, then that’s up to them.   But they can’t blame it on lack of love from God’s 

part. The joy and love showed towards the younger son does not diminish the father’s love and joy for 
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the older son. 

We have to realize the older attacked both his father and brother in public. That was a bad insult to his 

father in front of all the guests. A western cultural equivalent would be to have a shouting match with 

your father at a wedding. Though he did not walk out on the father, he too has severed his relationship 

with the father at this point. Their culture expects that the father explode and reprimand the older son 

for disrespecting the father. But still the father is again willing to offer a costly demonstration of his 

unearned love.  Now it is offered to the older son who pretends to be a loyal son. Leaving the banquet 

guests, the loving father entreats the older son standing outside and offers him the same love that the 

first son has just now proved to be unworthy of. It is because of the father’s character so vividly pre-

sented in the story that it makes tremendous impact in cultures that are similar to the Jewish people.    

As you may have already noticed, this parable has no ending – we are not told what the older son de-

cides. Will the older son now enter the banquet and start following the extemporary behavior of his 

father?  Or will he refuse to accept his father’s loving offer?  The issues are up for debate. 

1.  What are the major elements of grace we can identify from this parable? 
 
 
 
 
2.  What did the lost son do to get the acceptance of his father? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What are the symbolic representation and the meaning of the banquet? 
 
 
 
 
4.  Compare the attitude of the older brother with that of the Pharisees. 
 
 
 
 
5.  Can you identify with any of the characters in the parable? State your reason for it. 
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Merciful Father, I have sinned against you, please forgive me and accept me. Please allow me to 
enjoy the relationship with you, your Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Thank you for hearing and 
accepting me. In Jesus name I pray.  Amen. 

Faith in Action 
When we confess our sins and partake in our Heavenly Fathers banquet on Sundays, our forgiveness 
and acceptance are guaranteed by Jesus the Christ. 

Memory Verse 

I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.  
Isaiah 43:25 

Values 
 Our God is like a seeking father for the lost and always willing to accept and enjoy the reunion.  
 
 The character of our Heavenly Father never changes 
 
 If we lost that relationship, we need to repent and return to him and God will surely accept us 

back 
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Who Do You Belong To? 

Unit 4, Lesson 17 

AIM: To understand our responsibility and who we 

belong to 

Theme: Our obligation to God and government 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples 
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 
with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, 
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
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Student Introduction 

As you know the nation of America was born in a conflict about paying taxes. The colonies resented 
to pay taxes to the tyrant British king who refused them representation in the parliament. So the 
revolutionary concept: ‘no taxation without representation’ spread like a wild fire in the colonies. 
They took paying taxes as an act of submission to the British tyrants.  The people had actually left 
Britain seeking independence from the king’s rule. Now Britain was enforcing the rule and de-
manding taxes. The growing American resentment found expression in the revolutionary docu-
ment, The Declaration of Independence, and the American Revolution broke out.  (Ref. American 
revolution and Boston Tea Party).   

The American situation about paying taxes to a far away land remains unique in history.  Many 
people mentally resent paying taxes to their own governments. Today’s lesson is about God’s in-
structions to Christians about paying taxes to the government. Before we get into the lesson let us 
look at two interesting parties and their secret plan to trap Jesus. 

 

The Politicos 

The Herodians were also Jews but unlike the Pharisees they openly supported the reigning 

family of Herod who owed his power to Rome. They were for anything that would allow 

their patron, Herod, to remain in power.  Purporting to be servants of people, they protect-

ed their political power.  Their problem is that they maintain their political power at the 

expense of truth and the people they pretend to represent. This is not just a first century 

phenomena. Even in our day hundreds of people with the mentality of ‘Herodians’ are oc-

cupying offices meant for serving people. 

The Religious Elite 

The Pharisees, the other party, were the religious leaders. They numbered only about 

6,000 during the ministry of Jesus but they were a highly influential party.  Not all of them 

had wrong motives, but their zeal to appear holy often put them at odds with Jesus. Their 

legalistic mindset convinced them that they had perfect understanding of God and the 

Scriptures.  That led them to reject Jesus. What many of the Pharisees were more con-

cerned about was their power and position than the truth. In our time too there are such 

people even among regular church attendees.  One can easily identify them by their ques-

tioning attitude about Christian life and individual Christians.  Seldom will you hear them 

say anything positive about the Church or Christians. Like the Pharisees, they may have 

really rejected the Lordship of Jesus mentally though they may not admit it. They are more 

interested in finding fault with anything and everything.  Mainly what we can do for them 

is to pray for softened hearts that will see the truth of the Gospel and the ways of God.  
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An Unholy Alliance 

The episode took place on Tuesday of the Passion Week as Jesus was ministering to people in the 

Temple Court. An alliance of some Pharisees and Herodians confronted Jesus with a question on 

paying taxes (Mark 3:6).    Both parties perceived Jesus as a common threat.  They were enemies to 

each other all along but here they joined hands with each other to attack and eliminate Jesus.  

What immediately led to the attack is Jesus’ teaching. He had spoken three parables in a row that 

clearly referred to the Pharisees. They were the condemned party in the parables of the two sons, 

the wicked husbandmen, and in the king’s feast.  

The Confrontation 

The fact that the two bitter enemies joined hands with each other shows that their hatred to Jesus 

was bitterer than their bitterness to each other.  It is unthinkable that Pharisees and Herodians 

would agree on anything.  Jesus Christ was a faithful Teacher; he spoke only what the Father spoke 

in his heart. Having the power to know all the hearts, Jesus knew their wicked thoughts in trying to 

trap him. He can see through any mask people would wear before him. Jesus still sees through any 

mask and looks straight at the heart. It is mere futility to hide anything from him.   

The Roman government collected a number of taxes from the Palestinian Jews.  But he most re-

sented one was the poll tax   because that was the clearest sign of submission to Rome.   That’s why 

the Zealots of Galilee criticized that poll tax was a God-dishonoring badge of slavery to the pagans.  

Under the Roman law every male was required to pay a personal tax of half a shekel. Females were 

to pay it from age fourteen to sixty five.  Their question to Jesus was about paying poll tax.  

The trap put Jesus in a very difficult position.  If he would answer ‘yes’, he would be opposed by a 

major section of the population.   If he would answer ‘no’, the Herodians will quickly report on 

him. The Roman government would slap treason charges on him for his ‘no’ to paying taxes. The 

question is framed such a way; Jesus had to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’.   

Either answer would put Jesus in deep trouble. That’s why they praised Jesus first and then ap-

plied pressure on him to speak.  

Roman coins at the time of Jesus were minted with an image of the emperor’s head with an in-

scription. Tiberius Caesar being the current emperor, the inscription would read: “Tiberius Caesar, 

son of the divine Augustus”. On the other side was an inscription “pontifex maximus” meaning the 

high priest.  The inscription would offend the vast majority of the Palestinian Jews.  

They asked Jesus: Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? Jesus asked them to show a Ro-

man coin. As they hand Jesus a denarius, he asks his questioners a question: “Whose head is this, 

and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Breaking the dilemma and amazing them Je-

sus said: “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things 

that are God’s.” 

Jesus used supreme wisdom in breaking the dilemma contained in the question. His answer not 

only confounded the Herodians and the Pharisees, but it also laid down a ground principle for 

Christians in their relationship to the civil government. Jesus Christ is the very wisdom of God.  

Therefore his friends and enemies both wonder at his wisdom. While his enemies admire his wis-
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dom, they will not be guided by it for their pride will hold them back from submitting to his power.  

(Ref. Mathew Henry).  

The New Testament demands obedience to the civil government in several passages. Both Peter and 

Paul learnt this lesson and taught the churches. Paul elaborated on it in Romans: 13:1-7).  Peter laid 

the principle out very strong: “For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, 

whether of the emperor as supreme, or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who do wrong 

and to praise those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing right you should silence the igno-

rance of the foolish. As servants of God, live as free people; yet do not use your freedom as a pretext 

for evil.  Honor everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” (1 Peter 2: 13-

17). 

We know that the early Church took the teaching on paying taxes very seriously. Justin Martyr in his 

Apology (155-57 A.D.) mentions: “It was very fortunate for the new religion that through Jesus’ 

words, ‘Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” 

He defends Christians saying: “Everywhere, we, more readily than al men, endeavor to pay to those 

appointed by you the taxes, both ordinary and extraordinary, as we have been taught by Jesus. It 

clearly shows the attitude of early Christians in paying taxes.”  

The True Church 

The New Testament clearly teaches us that the governments are appointed by God. As an institution 

appointed by God, their authority is from God. The government officials are God’s ministers 

(Romans 13:1-7).  Regardless, it is through the Church that God works out his plan for humanity. 

The church is not to seek or use political power for advancing its programs. 

1. What did the Pharisees believe in? 

2. Why did they resent Jesus? 

3. What question did they want Jesus to answer? 

4. What was the reaction of the leaders who tried to trap Jesus with the question? 

5. Summarize the answer of Jesus in your own words. 
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O, Lord our Heavenly Father, thank your teaching us our responsibility to the government. Help 

us to always remember that they are appointed by you to minister unto us. Please continue to 

work in our thought processes and guide us to be faithful citizens of heaven and earth. Help us to 

reflect the image of God through our lives. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

Faith in Action 
1. Be a faithful citizen of heaven and earth in all our dealings. 

2. Try to be a better bearer of the image of God. 

3. Be committed to honestly pay all the taxes due to the government. 

Memory Verse 

So God created humankind, in his image, in the image of God he created 
them, male and female he created them.  
Genesis 1:27 

Values 
Develop a positive attitude to the authorities and respect government officials; they are appointed 

by God. 

Be a law-abiding, responsible citizen of the nation. 

Pay taxes due to the city, state, and Federal government; it is the command of Jesus. 

Learn to appreciate the public services provided by the government 
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The Sower and the Seed 

Unit 4, Lesson 18 

AIM: To understand that we must prepare our 

hearts to receive God’s Word 

Theme: Preparing our hearts to receive Gods Word 

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got 
into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 He be-
gan to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! A sower 
went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it 
up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, 
since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it 
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded 
no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and 
yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the para-
bles. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those 
outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that 

‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, 

    and may indeed listen, but not understand; 

so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.’” 
 

13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the 
parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: 
when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And 
these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, they immediately receive it 
with joy. 17 But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 And others are those sown among the 
thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, 
and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20 And these are 
the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and 
a hundredfold.” 
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Student Introduction 

Today we will learn about a farmer who sows seeds in in his farm.  
Have you ever seen this process of sowing the wheat, rice or any other seed? 
Can you tell me the common factors of the farming? 

 The ground need to be prepared. 

 Need good seed. 

 Need a person or machine to sow the seed. 
 
George Whitefield is credited with the sparking of ‘The Great Awakening in America’. Except for 
George Washington, he was the most well known figure in the colonies for he travelled through all 
the thirteen colonies and preached to any crowd he could find. He returned home to Bristol, Eng-
land in 1739. You would expect a rousing reception for him in their churches. Guess what, he found 
the church doors closed to this great preacher.   
 
Whitefield went straight to the mine workers and preached. Then he expanded his open air preach-
ing to secular crowds in the market.  Sometimes he had a crowd of 20,000.  People were being con-
verted by hundreds.  Whitefield invited his Oxford classmate and best friend John Wesley to 
preach to the crowds but he refused.  Preaching and winning souls outside of a church was offen-
sive to Wesley. 

 

The Jews had put Jesus out of the synagogues at this point.  He started teaching in the 
open air. And large crowds followed him.  He knew the traditional synagogue preaching 
won’t hold his listeners’ attention.  Unlike the synagogue worshippers, the people in the 
crowd can walk away any moment.  In order to keep them engaged Jesus taught them by 
telling attractive stories called parables.   
A parable is basically a comparison.  Something on earth is compared with something in 
heaven, that the heavenly truth may be better grasped in light of the earthly illustration. 
Jesus is called the master of parables for he made up parables spontaneously and used 
them with great effect.  

In today’s parable we see Jesus preaching to a large crowd on the lake shore.  This lake is 
the Sea of Galilee itself.  To talk to a huge crowd he found it convenient to use a boat as a 
pulpit. A small boat was pushed out a little away from the shore and he sat on it. Since the 
listeners were sitting on the slope of the mountain, this setting worked as a natural amphi-
theater.  He began to teach them telling a new story of a sower. The story talks about four 
different soil types: foot path (way side), stony ground, thorny ground, and good ground.    
To understand the parable in depth we need to take a look at the ancient Palestinian style 
of farming. 

During the time of Jesus, the farmers sowed the seeds first and plowed the ground after a 
while. But the foot paths were never plowed. That was the ground for the farmers and farm 
animals to walk on.   
Seeds can drop to the footpath in two ways.  It can fall from the back of animals when they 

carry seeds. Also it can fall from the farmers hand by mistake while sowing the ground 
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around the foot path.  

1) The Soil by the wayside represents hardness and unproductiveness of human hearts. Such 

hearts are hardened by difficult circumstances, and bitter experiences that they had in life.  

What came of the seeds sowed in the stony ground? The seeds lying on top of the hard-beaten sur-

face cannot grow in the soil. They lay on the surface. Being very visible in a clear area, the birds 

came down quickly and ate them.  Likewise, the devil quickly takes away the word from the hard-

ened hearts.  The hearer is not even aware of it. The devil is actively engaged in taking the word 

away. He operates in any setting including the worship services. In this society it is so easy for the 

enemy to steal the word because some hearers are careless and focused on the latest phones. The 

Christian experience tells us that he cannot do this in the hearts of devoted Christians who prayer-

fully listen to the word preached.   

2) The stony ground is a thin layer of soil that lies upon the bedrock. The soil here is good but it 

lacks depth. The seed that fell on stony ground sprouts up and starts growing.  When the soil is 

heated by the sun, the plants wither away.  

The shallow soil represents a weak faith of superficial hearers. Life is full of trials, temptations, and 

persecutions of different kind.  When such hindrances to faith come the believers’ way, they defect 

their faith.    They ‘fall away’ because the word they heard has not rooted in their hearts. The word 

translated “fall away” (v.17) refers to a stick placed in a snare.  When animals touch the stick, it 

makes the trap to spring.  Similarly the believer is trapped into something. They have no stability. 

Majority of the hearers that Jesus described here are like the stony soil.  

3)   The thorny soil contains the seeds or the roots of the thorns.  The farmers generally don’t work 

hard enough to clear the soil of the thorn’s seed or roots.  As the wheat seeds start growing the 

thorns also start growing and thorns take over the good plants. The thorns then choke and kill the 

farmer’s seedlings. 

 The thorn-hearted people go to church but their thoughts are dominated by worldly things.  Their 

preoccupation is with wealth and they desire trivial things and new technology items.  The deceit-

fulness of wealth is in providing a false sense of security.  This is a major issue in our society today 

as you may already know.  Teaching about humility, love, sacrificial living, and heavenly focus are 

all choked out in a thorny soil like mind. Like the farmers, such people never prepared their thorny 

hearts to receive the message of God.   

What matters the most in this life is to make sure the destiny of the eternal soul in us is taken care 

of. But some have not come to a realization of it. They hear the word of God preached but it is 

choked right away by the mental concerns for other things.  Before our faith can grow and produce 

some results we must remove the various thrones in the heart. That demands serious scripture 

reading and devotion. There are no substitutes for it.  

4) Some seeds do fall on good soil and they are productive.  The kind of people Jesus spoken of 

here is open and receptive to the word of the kingdom. You have seen such in our community.  

They are not hard, shallow or deeply engaged in other things.  Such people receive the message 

whole-heartedly and produce fruits.   

In our parable the soil that brought forth thirty, sixty, and hundredfold is a class of hearers spoken 

of as the good ground.  The sower can sow on this type of soil expecting good results.  In addition, 

those who bring forth fruit also produce seeds for new sowing.   So those who bring good yield are 
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in turn sowers of Christ.  Haven’t you seen some Mar Thoma sowers? 

The Great Commission (Matt. 28) highlights the importance of preaching the Gospel to every nation 

where you will face all types of soils.  That is the fundamental mission of Christians.  Paul wrote in 

Romans 1:14: “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.”   

True, there are several issues facing the kingdom of God in our time, but the sowing will finally pro-

duce a great harvest.   

There is something very serious about the parable of the sower.  No one can make excuses saying 

that he/she was a bad soil type. Jesus himself warned that many who heard Jesus preach in their 

streets will be commanded to leave him on that final day of giving an account of our lives.  “I didn’t 

know all of this” is not an acceptable answer to him. That means everyone has a great responsibility 

when hearing the word of God.  And that is the most important lesson we should take to heart from 

this beautiful parable Jesus himself taught.  

Who is the farmer?  

 The farmer (sower) in this story is Jesus Christ. But it can also be applied to Holy Spirit or any 
Christian who plant spiritual seeds. 

What is the seed?  

 The seed is the Word of God, Bible. 

What are the soils? 

 Soils are the ways in which people respond to the message of God’s word. It shows the condition 
of their hearts. 

Let us look at each soil, its response to the Seed, some observations, interpretations and applica-
tions. 

Soil of a path 

 Result – The seed was eaten by the birds. It did not even take a root. 
 Fruits – It did not bear any fruits. 
 Application – It represents a person, who has a closed heart/mind, if a person is indifferent to 

the word of God, the Evil one can easily snatches away the seed. 
 

Rocky Soil 

 Result – The seed grew up quickly, as the soil was shallow. When the sun came up, it withered 
away, since it had no root. 

 Fruits – It did not bear any fruit. 
 Application – It represents a person, who has a shallow understanding of God’s word, he quickly 

receives the seed (like an emotional response). But when the trouble or suffering and persecution 
come because of following Christ, the seed quickly withers away, since it is not rooted in the 
Word. 

http://bibleseo.com/gospels/word-god-images-bible/
http://bibleseo.com/bible-study-methods/inductive-bible-study-method/
http://bibleseo.com/bible-study-methods/inductive-bible-study-method/
http://bibleseo.com/matthew/persecuted-righteousness-beatitudes-bible-study-series-part-8-8/
http://bibleseo.com/matthew/persecuted-righteousness-beatitudes-bible-study-series-part-8-8/
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Faith in Action 
 What kind of Soil are you? 
 What is choking the seed (Word of God) in you? 
 Are you growing in the Word? 
 I want to be knowledgeable of human hearts and a good sower with Christ. 

Values 
 Preparation of our hearts before receiving the Word of God. 
 Trials, temptations, and persecution will come in this evil world.  When it comes, don’t be dis-

heartened. 
 Worldliness is enmity to God 

Thorny Soil 

 Result – The seed grew, but the thorns also grew and choked the plant. 
 Fruits – It did not bear any fruits. 
 Application – It represents a person in whom the seed grows, but the worries of life, the 

pleasures of the world quickly chokes the seed and it does not bear any fruits. 
 

Good Soil 

 Response – The seed grew and produced a crop. 
 Fruits – It produced a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 
 Application – This person receives the seed and understands it. The seed grows in him. He 

avoids the distractions, overcomes temptations, stands firm in the time of trouble, and pro-
duces many fruits. 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for your Word.  Remind us and help us to prepare our hearts ever 

time before we hear your word preached.  Give us your grace to control our thought process while 

hearing the word.  Help us to change different areas in our lives so that we too can produce good 

results and be a sower with Christ. Amen. 

Memory Verse 

Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and 
from those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away.”  
Luke 8:18 

http://bibleseo.com/matthew/overcome-temptation/
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The True Vine and the Branches 

Unit 4, Lesson 19 

AIM: To understand and realize that we are called 

and appointed to bear fruit and sustain it 

Theme: We are called and appointed 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the mas-
ter is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 



2 

Student Introduction 

There is a lot of work that needs to go to grow fruits and vegetables.  The 
ground needs to be tilled, and made weed-free.  Young plants or seeds 
need to be planted.  Fertilizer then needs to be added and the plants wa-
tered daily.  Growing fruits and vegetables can be a full time job!   

Much more hard work is needed to grow vines to produce good grapes. 
Palestinian vines were well known from ancient times for its abundant 
fruits. In the book of Numbers (13:23), we read the incredible story of two 
men tying one single cluster of grapes on to a pole and carrying it between 
them.  That’s how productive the vines were in Palestine. There is so much 
work and caring behind their success.  

 

Jesus compared himself to the vine. Today we are learning what Jesus taught about love, 
obedience, and relationships using the simple analogy of vines and branches.  

The setting has a very special significance here. Jesus is preparing to face the cross and 
sharing with the disciples about what is going to happen in the few 
days left for Him here on earth.  Banded together in Kidron Valley 
they were listening to His discourse. As he finished talking, Jesus 
said:”Rise, let us be on our way “(John 14:31). 

On their way to the Mount of Olive, they would have to walk past the 
Temple. The eastern facade of the Temple is in view for them. They 
would clearly see a Golden Vine (horizontal band in the picture) 
which is a symbol of the nation of Israel. 

Many think that it is here Jesus started his famous “I am the Vine” conversation. Jesus 
calls God the Father the gardener. He is referring to an Old Testament picture of God. God 
as the gardener or caretaker of a vineyard would be familiar to the disciples. Prophet Isai-
ah (5:2) had told them that God had a vineyard that “he dug up and cleared of stones and 
planted with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as 
well.” As the gardener, God took great care to prepare the best environment for His vines 
to grow but sadly it produced bad fruit. All the prophets had said that Israel became a bad 
vine. So it has become necessary to have a True Vine. 

As they walked, Jesus continues his teaching: “I am the vine; 
you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (v.5). 
in the next verse He emphasizes the fate of those who do not 
remain in him: “he is like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned.”  

Vine growers regularly cut off and burn the dead wood. Be-
sides wasting precious resources, it invites sickness in other 
branches. There is nothing the farmer can do with it except 
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burning.  That is why they are burnt.  Jesus is using the analogy to warn them about God’s judg-
ment to people who bear no fruits for him.  Perhaps he has in mind Judas Iscariot who would be-
tray Jesus. He wants every disciple to be fruitful branches by remaining in Him.  

But how would one remain in Jesus in our time? We have several activities in our faith community 
for staying connected with Jesus and bear fruits. We have Bible studies, witnessing opportunities 
in local missions was ell as mission fields in India. Certainly there are regular opportunities to par-
ticipate in the Holy Communion. Sincerely saying the confession prayers and joining the Lord’s 
Table is a sure means of remaining in the Jesus, the True Vine.  We are called to bear fruits by 
staying connected to Him. 

Not all Christians take seriously the call to bear good fruits. Some are distracted from spiritual 
matters and they focus on worldly things.  Such cannot bear any fruits. Our Heavenly Father, as 
the gardener, starts His pruning activities on such disciples. Certainly He calls on believers to let 
go such distractions, and let them go through the painful removal of distractions from their lives.  
As you already know, God tries to bring them back through sermons, private and public Scripture 
readings, and good counsel from caring parents and friends. Regularly attending the worship ser-
vice is critically important. One moves away from God by not attending the worship. As the saying 
go: ‘Away from Church, Away from God’.  In order for His Words to remain in us, we have to hear 
it read (4 times) in our Church service.  Also we need to read it for ourselves for private or family 
devotion. In today’s affluent societies in the West, there are great many distractions. Some are 
ruled by their passion for entertainments, technology, consumer items, fashion, and even friends.  

God’s pruning, as opposed to popular concept, is not easy.  It is often very painful. Some of His 
tools are one’s own parents, teachers, and other authorities including clergy, and government offi-
cials.  God’s pruning involves disappointments but will result in a harvest.  Hebrew 12:11 says: “No 
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” Sometimes the process can lead 
to strained relationships with others that include parents and siblings. Jesus is looking for fruits 
from His branches. 

Those who bear good fruits may also need some pruning at times. That is for bearing more fruits. 
Sometimes it happens to those who tend to judge others while comparing spirituality (fruits). God 
certainly prunes those believers who habitually find only faults with other believers. We are pro-
hibited from doing it. Jesus never was a fault-finder even though He took sin seriously.  God hum-
bles them and it is not pleasant. We should not forget that God is after more fruits from every indi-
vidual believer.  

The fruits we are expected to bear are listed in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. You may have already seen these fruits in 
your own families.  

One of the most needed fruits in adolescent years is self-control. When someone wrongs us and we 
do not retaliate, that is the fruit of self-control.  It is the Holy Spirit producing in self-control when 
we remain in Jesus. When we take joy in doing something for the Lord that is another fruit we are 
bearing. But it is very important to understand that the fruit we bear comes from God, we are just 
bearing them.   

Jesus implied that remaining in Him and prayer are very much connected. Jesus said: “If you re-
main in me and my word remains in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you” (Verse.7). Prayer must precede all fruit bearing.  

Jesus did not command us to do some impossible task when he said remaining in Him.  God has 
the power to keep us connected to Jesus. Remaining in Jesus means that we must be united to 
Him.  That’s how we bear fruits.  That’s how the apostles brought good fruits.  . Our prayers are an-
swered only when we remain in Jesus, and His Words remain in us.  Then we can pray with great 
liberty and receive answers to many special prayers. When we remain in him, we will not ask any 
thing which is not pleasing to God.  
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Love and obedience (9, 10) 

One can rem ain in His love only by obeying His com m andm ents. Jesus m ade it very 
clear to his disciples that they must learn to love one another and others. His Words are eternal and 
doesn’t change. The love and obedience relationship is ever so important that John explained it dec-
ades after Jesus went back to heaven: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us.” (1 John 3:16).  Jesus died on the cross in obedience to the Father’s will. As disciples, we 
are to have the mind of Christ. 

Love is the relationship that unites the disciples to Christ as branches are united to a vine.  This rela-
tionship results in obedience and that leads to joy.  It is by obeying Him that we become fruitful.  
Bearing fruit always brings joy.  Jesus intends that His disciples live a happy life rather than a life of 
hardship and sorrow 

The life and the purpose of the chosen people by Jesus :( V.11-17) 

Jesus laid down a great principle in this passage that His disciples have not chosen him.  Rather it is 
He who chose them. Jesus has a plan for the life and work of disciples. First of all they have to be 
united to Christ.  And then, as the branches, they have to stay connected to Him to fulfill our pur-
pose. When the disciples remember that they are chosen by Jesus, it gives them such confidence and 
inspiration that they will strive to bear more and more fruits.   

Obeying Jesus is not like obeying a tyrant ruler.  Our obedience to Christ leads to friendship (14-15).  
Jesus does not see the disciples as mere tools but makes us partners in his mission.  He had revealed 
to the disciples everything the Father had given him.  Knowing the will of God and the details of the 
rest of His life on earth would give them great courage as His witnesses in daily life.   

In summary, every believer is a branch. Everyone has to remain in the True Vine, Jesus. He requires 
obedience and love for Him, and love for each other.  It is accomplished by remaining in Him. It 
takes earnest prayers as well as obedience to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We will be able to bear 
fruits as He expects. The fruits will attract others to Christ and thus glorify God.  Bringing people to 
Christ is the mission of God.  That is the purpose of true discipleship   

1. In the passage, who is the vine, branches and gardener? 

2. What analogy does Jesus use to talk about the fate of those who do not bear fruit for God? 

3. Jesus says that there is no greater love than what? 

Values 
 We are God’s chosen people to abide in Him and to bear fruits for the glory of His name 

 We are partners in extending His kingdom; bearing fruits attracts others to Jesus 

 But we can do nothing without Him so it is absolutely necessary to ‘remain in Him’ so the Holy 
Spirit can produce fruits in us. 
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Faith in Action 
 Pruning is always painful, but it has a noble purpose.  That is to bear more fruits. It is through 

the fruits that we attract those who are not in Christ yet.  

 We are not producing fruits; it is the product of the Holy Spirit. 

 Yet, we are the bearers of fruits with the strong guidance and strengthening of the Holy Spirit.   

 We can reflect these fruits of the spirit (the cluster of Love) through our lives in our daily lives. 

Father, we thank you for teaching us more about our relationship to Jesus and others. Help us to 
pray more often and be more receptive to your guidance.  Help us to live our lives understanding 
that you may remove some things that distract us from remaining in you. Thank you for giving us 
life, eternal life, and Jesus as our savior and Lord.   In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

Memory Verse 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gen-
erosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
such things  
Galatians 5:22,23 
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Fishers of Men 

Unit 4, Lesson 20 

AIM: To understand our Christian responsibility in 

evangelizing the world 

Theme: Our responsibility to share the Good News 

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he 
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 24 So his fame spread 
throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various dis-
eases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. 25 And great crowds fol-
lowed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
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Student Introduction 

You might have heard of the adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckberry Finn. Today we are looking 
at a different kind of adventure by four young men.  They suddenly left their jobs, family, and 
friends and they took off with an unknown, wandering teacher.  The teacher simply told them to 
follow him and away they went!    
 

 

The Sea of Galilee is an inland Lake about 13 miles long and about 7 miles wide. The Sea of 

Galilee was one of the most productive bodies of water in the ancient world for the fishing 

industry. There were many varieties of fish in the sea of Galilee that were not found else-

where  and these fish were caught and exported to other countries. 

The first call of discipleship was extended at the shores of Sea of Galilee by Jesus to two 

Fisherman, Simon and Andrew who were casting their nets. Jesus called them to follow 

him, promising to make them “Fishers of Men”. Although they were in the midst of their 

trade practice they left everything and followed Jesus. 

Whenever we think about fisherman, we think of them as poverty stricken, but in Jesus’s 

days it was one of the most lucrative businesses. There was nice money involved in export-

ing of various types of fish that were found in the Sea of Galilee. These fishermen left eve-

rything and followed Jesus. 

From the Gospel of John we know that Andrew was the disciple of John the Baptist and he 

is the one who introduced his brother to Jesus.  In Gospel of John we find that Andrew 

went to his brother Simon and told him, “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). An-

drews’s ministry begins at his own home and then extends to others. (Importance of minis-

try at our own house).   

As Jesus walked further down the shore he saw another pair of brothers, James, and John, 
repairing a fishing net with their father, Zebedee, and hired workers.  Jesus called the 
brothers. And both the brothers immediately left their father, the fishing boat, and every-
thing and followed Jesus.  
 
It is amazing that these fisher men did not ask any questions to Jesus. And they did not 
hesitate for a moment before following him. What was going through the minds of these 
people, we are not told. 
 
These Four men who were called to discipleship at the Sea of Galilee, made a great impact 

on the kingdom of God. When we study each one separately, we find that James was first 

of disciples to be martyred for the cause of the Jesus. Simon Peter was crucified upside 

down. Andrew was crucified on a X – shaped cross after saying that he could not preach 

the cross without having the  chance to be put to death on one.  John is the only one who 
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live the longest, he was the only one who was not martyred out of the four called on the shores of 

Sea Of Galilee. John lived to write the Gospel of John, The Epistle of John and the Book of Revela-

tion when he was in exile in the Island of Patmos. 

They went to live with Jesus. He was always with them.  Their training took place in various set-
tings. He taught them whether they were walking, or sitting in the mountain side, or eating supper 
in a house.  The disciples stood close to Jesus and watched as he comforted the weary, healed the 
sick, and demonstrated incredible power over sickness, nature, and even death.  One can imagine 
how wonder-struck they were on seeing Jesus walking on the water at night.  
 
Jesus chose to reveal the mystery of God to these simple folks.  He frankly warned them of perse-
cution for following him. (Matt. 10:11). He did not promise them a leisurely life as disciples.  Jesus 
demanded the total commitment of his disciples. 
  
We see a Jesus who calls out people to be his disciples. The call of discipleship extends today to 

each one of us.  God continues to use his people in different ways for different times. Are you will-

ing to accept the call of God?? 

1. Who was the first disciple of Jesus? 

2. Why was the Sea of Galilee important for the people of Galilee? 

3. How can Andrew be an inspiration for us? 

4. What was the biggest problem Peter had before his transformation?  

Values 
 To be a responsible disciple of Christ. 
 To be obedient to the Call of God. 
 To be a part of family / world evangelization. 
 Use every opportunity to extend the Gospel. 

Faith in Action 
 I want to be a productive disciple of Christ. 
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Memory Verse 

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  
Matthew 4:19 

Heavenly Father thank you for sending your Son Jesus for our salvation. Help us to commit our 
lives into your hands on a daily basis. Inspire us to study your Word, and pray earnestly. Trans-
form our character and kindly use us as your witnesses.  In the precious name of Jesus Christ we 
pray, Amen. 
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