
1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from 

your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. 
2 I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will 

bless you, and make 

your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. 3 I 

will bless those who 

bless you, and the one 

who curses you I will 

curse; and in you all the 

families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” 
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told 

him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 

Genesis 12:1-8 (NRSV)  

Abraham (a.k.a. Abram), ‘backpacking’ through 

the Middle East  
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1  

Imagine you’re living your dream life– you have a home, a family, and a God 

who cares about you.  Not bad for 2000 BCE!  Now, imagine God waking you 

up one day, and telling you to leave everything behind, and to travel to a distant 

mysterious land.  Difficulty: No cell phones, no GPSs, no Google Maps.  Oh, 

and no asking for directions– most of the locals don’t exactly like followers of 

God,  Would you hide under your blanket, or jump at this chance of a lifetime? 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Genesis 12:2 (NRSV) 
I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 

seventy-five years old when he departed 

from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and 

his brother’s son Lot, and all 

the possessions that they had 

gathered, and the persons 

whom they had acquired in 

Haran; and they set forth to 

go to the land of Canaan. 

When they had come to the 

land of Canaan, 6 Abram 

passed through the land to 

the place at Shechem, to the 

oak of Moreh. At that time 

the Canaanites were in the 

land. 7Then the Lord            

appeared to Abram, and said, “To your       

offspring I will give this land.” So he built 

there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared 

to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill 

country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 

tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east; and there he built an altar to the Lord 

and invoked the name of the Lord.  
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Discuss: How would you 

react if God told you to 

pack your bags and leave 

your comfortable life to 

go somewhere you’ve 

never been before?  

Bible Exploration 

Welcome, 6th graders, to Sunday School!  Hope you’ve buckled your seatbelts, you’re in 

for quite the learning experience!  

By now, most of you have probably already learned many of the ‘big stories’ of the Bible, 

especially the major Genesis individuals, like Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, etc.  

What about Abraham?  Who was he, and what made him so special?   

     Before we focus on our Bible portion, let’s rewind the story a bit.  Abram’s 

history begins in Genesis 11:31, with a journey taken him, his wife Sarai, and 

his extended family.  Together, they left their homeland of Ur under the    

direction of Abram’s father, Terah, with the intention of relocating in the land 

of Caanan. But, along the way, they stopped in the land of Haran, and settled 

there until Terah died (Exodus 11:32).  (That was quite a long rest stop!) 

  

    This is where our Bible portion picks up the narrative.  Most people in 

Abram’s place would probably continue living in Haran, his ‘Father’s land’, or 

perhaps go back to his birthland, ‘Ur.’  But, God had other plans for his favor-

ite nomadic backpacking family.   

     God wanted Abram to pick up everything, and continue on the journey 

that his father started– to reach the fabled land of Caanan. God’s plan also 

included Abram becoming a ’Father of a great nation,’ which would’ve been 

pretty cool if Abram actually had any kids at that point.  Which he didn’t. And, 

at 75 years old, he might’ve felt like he passed the expiration date of being a 

Dad.  But- Abram trusted God with his life, even if he did not understand all 

that God had in mind, so he took his family and went off. 

 

     When Abram arrived in the city of Shechem, in the land of Canaan, he was 

surrounded by the Canaanites.  The Canaanites were people who worshipped 

different gods and did not share the same 

beliefs as Abram.   

     Now, if you found yourself as a stranger 

in a strange land, what would you do, if 

your neighbors didn’t approve of your God 

and your way of worship?   

A B R A H A M  ( A . K . A .  A B R A M ) ,  ‘ B A C K P A C K I N G ’  T H R O U G H  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T   

Discuss: How do you feel 

when you are the only 

person who believes in a 

different God than 

everybody else? 

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

പിതാവേ  

Pi  -  tha  - ve 

“Father”  
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Abram didn’t care one bit about what his neighbors thought of his odd ways and odder worship.  Having 

been led safely to the land of Canaan, Abram went ahead and built an altar to the Lord! 

     An altar was one of the earliest means of worshipping God, done as far back as the time of  Noah. (Gen 

8:20)  This was about 400 years before the time of Abram– do the math, if you’d like! (Genesis 11:10-26)

The earliest forms of altars were built using earth or stones on which an animal or grain was placed on 

top and burned as a sacrifice.  Altars were also built in places where they could be easily identified; they 

often also acted as landmarks or milestones which marked  sacred ground for other travelers.  

     Why did Abram give a sacrifice?  Why the fancy altar?  Discuss! 

 

 

 

     Keep in mind, though– up to this point, the second part of God’s promise, 

(the ‘Father of a great nation’ part,) did not come true.  Did Abram worry?  Not 

at all!  His faith in God was bigger than those little details! 

     Years later, Abram is still following God’s instructions, and at the ripe age of 

100, receives the second part of God’s promise in the form of a covenant. 

(Genesis 17)  God first changes Abram’s name to “Abraham,” which means the “Father of Many,” and 

Sarai’s name to Sarah.  (Name changes are a big deal– God only changes your name when He has big 

plans for you!)  God also blesses both of them with the long-promised child, Isaac.  Isaac’s birth was the 

first step in making Abraham a true Patriarch of the Jewish nation! (Look at Matthew 1:1)  Sure, they   

waited 25 years for God to fulfill this promise, but God has a reason– and a timing– for everything. 

Fun Fact: The distance between Canaan and Haran was about 500 miles. That’s about 8 hours in a car for most of us.  

But Abraham didn’t have a car. At 10-20 miles per day (not hour), he was looking at anywhere between a month to 50 days 
of walking through the desert. Imagine walking for 50 days in the hot sun. Talk about commitment! 

Vocabulary 

Altar: An elevated, or high place 
that has a mound or platform 
where animals or grain were 
placed on and set fire to, as a 
sacrifice for God 

Covenant:  A special promise 
made between God and human 

Patriarch: Someone who is  the 
father of a very large family  

Historical Where is it today? 

Shechem In the West Bank 

Ur In Iraq 

Haran In Turkey 

Bethel 10 Miles from Jerusalem 

Canaan Parts of Lebanon, Israel, Palestine,           

Jordan and Syria 



 

    Fill Ins 

1. God asked Abram to leave his father’s land, which was called 

_____________________, and travel to the land that God would show 

him, which was called _______________________. 

2. Abram landed in the city of Shechem, which was located by the oak of 

_______________________, and was inhabited by the 

_______________. (Hint: Read Genesis 12:6) 

3. God changed Abram’s name to _________________which means, 

“_________________ of many.” 

    Short Answers 

1. Today, people of the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faith call Abraham 

the “Father of Nations”. But he did not start that way. In a few sentenc-

es, explain what happened in his life that started it all. What did God 

promise to do for Abram and how did Abram respond? 

2. What is an altar and what were they used for in Abraham’s time?   

What are they used for, now? 

Let’s Review! 

Values for My Life 
Following the plan that God has for us takes a lot of courage and faith, especially when it takes us out 

of our comfort zones.  Similarly, worshipping God also requires faith to make it truly meaningful.  

What is this “Faith” that we keep referring to?  Check out Hebrews 11:1 for the definition. 

Let’s try to be more like Abraham and follow God trustingly as He leads us through different stages in 

our lives.  

Faith in Action 
I will choose to follow and worship God as often as I can, offering myself up to Him just as Abraham did.  

Activity– What will you put on your altar? 
Students- Your teacher has a fun project in store for you.   Good luck! 

Teachers– refer to your Teacher Guide for the complete instructions.  Or you can e-mail 

MTCgrade6@gmail.com and request, “Teacher Guide for lesson 1”. 

Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, teach us to trust 
you in all of our actions, 
especially when you ask us 
to do things outside of our 
comfort zones.  Let us al-
ways remember to thank 
you for the many blessings 
we have.  Amen. 

Map of Middle East at Time of Abraham from BiblicalHeritage.org 
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    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
    Aaron, and Miriam. 

Micah - the Poet, 

G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 0  Micah’s poetic writing shows us an intense ‘courtroom scene’ between God, 

Israel, and himself.  It features gigantic inanimate witnesses, sarcastic biting 

tempers, and a shining chance of redemption.  Stay tuned to find out more! 

Micah 6:1-8 (NRSV) 
1Hear what the Lord says: 

5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

Funny fact: the rock above the memory verse has flecks of MICA in it! 

the Preacher, 
the Prophet 
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Discuss: What did you 

understand from 

reading Micah 6:1-8?  

Who are the different 

narrators?  To whom 

are the narrators 

speaking to? 

Bible Exploration 

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n Micah- what do you know about him?  Did you know that he was a native of the 

land, Moreshath, or that his full name was Miciah, which meant, “Who is like Jeho-

vah?”  Micah, much like his name, likes questions.  He asks a lot of questions as we 

read his poetry.  It gets a bit more challenging when you remember that Micah is 

also a Prophet, and spoke in prose (in a poetic style) as a way to tell us important 

facts of life!  Let’s take a closer look and see what answers we can find. 

Micah 6:1-2 begins with the voice of the Prophet Micah asking the people of 

Israel (his community) to pay attention to God, and to the mistakes they are 

making in being His Chosen People!  He asks that the mountains and founda-

tions of the Earth (creations of God) to be witnesses to the situation, much 

like a courtroom! 

Micah 6:3-5 switches to God’s voice.  Here, God lists the many blessings He 

gave to His people.  Freedom from slavery, victory over evil, the blessings of 

powerful leaders- all of these things, and more!  God continued to be kind to 

His people, and in return, He received nothing- no thanks, no honor, no wor-

ship. God asks the reader just how He has ‘wearied’ us, to make us not show 

Him the respect and love He deserves. Ouch!  

Micah 6:6-7 switches to a nameless person of Israel answering God’s ques-

tions.  Verse 6 starts off harmlessly enough: the nameless person asks if God 

would be pleased with sacrifices, like the type that Abraham gave on his 

journeys.  Verse 7, however, becomes  exaggerated and mocking! Maybe the 

nameless person meant to point blame at God.  Why?  Do you remember– 

God requested the sacrifice of a famous Old Testament baby as a way to test 

Abraham’s loyalty. (Can you name him? Check out Gen 22.)  Whatever the 

case, this attitude was totally uncalled for, and Micah immediately puts this 

person in their place! 

In Micah 6:8, the bold prophet answers the questions posed by the nameless 

person: what does the Lord expect of us? Micah’s answer is clear: to do jus-

tice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.  Let’s break it down:  

M I C A H  -  T H E  P O E T ,  T H E  P R E A C H E R ,  T H E  P R O P H E T  
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Fun Fact: Micah is the prophet that foretold the birthplace of our 
Savior 500+ years before it happened!  See Micah 5:2! 

Jesus is the best example of doing what is right which can be seen in the 

story where Jesus heals the man with the withered hand. (Mark 3:1-6)  Dur-

ing the time of Jesus, the Sabbath was considered the day of ‘rest’, and medical assistance could 

not be given to anyone- except in matters of life and death.  

As Jesus entered the synagogue, He saw a man with a withered hand.  Jesus spoke directly to 

the Pharisees (who were watching Him), saying, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the 

Sabbath, to save your life or kill?”  Jesus then healed the man’s withered hand, deliberately go-

ing against the wishes of the Pharisees, who valued law above what was right. By healing, Jesus 

made it clear that doing ‘good’ was more important than any law! 

1. Act Justly 

Jesus is again another great example of how 

to love and appreciate kindness.  Remember 

the story of when a group of friends tried bringing their paralyzed bud-

dy to see Jesus, and were so determined that they lowered him 

through the roof of a house? (Mark 2:1-12)  Well- Jesus was so touched 

by the faith and kindness of these friends, that He forgave the sins of 

the paralyzed man!  Later, Jesus healed the man physically so that he 

was able to walk, but because Jesus loved and appreciated the kind-

ness of friends, he was willing to heal this paralyzed man where he 

needed it most- his soul. 

2. Love Kindness 

Think of the kind of person Jesus described in the Sermon on the Mount 

as being “blessed.”  (Matt 5:3-12).  Here’s a hint- it’s commonly referred 

to as the ‘Beatitudes’.  The truly ‘blessed’ person, according to Jesus, include the “poor in spirit,” 

“the meek,” “the merciful,” “peacemakers,” “pure in heart,” and so on.  Only humble-minded 

individuals would even think of having these 

qualities!  It’s tough to be humble, especially 

when we see so many others proudly showing 

3. Walk Humbly 

Vocabulary 

Controversy:  A long disagree-
ment, often done in public. 

Wearied: Past tense of 
‘weary’; tired.  

Transgression: something 
that goes against a rule; a sin. 

Justice: Moral rightness; the 
quality of being fair. 

Humble: Modest or meek in 
spirit; not proud or bold. 

rUlu; YeiG\j)  

Nya-yam  pra-var-thi-kka 

“Act Justly”  



 

 

Fill Ins 

1. Micah calls the  ________________________ and the foundations of 

the ___________ to be  witnesses to the problems Micah and God 

see with Israel.    

2. God lists a sibling trio that helped lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  

Their names are: ___________________________, 

_________________________, and _____________________. 

Short Answers 

1. What are the three characteristics that God requires us to do?  

2. Is it easy to act like this in real life?  Why or why not? 

Let’s Review! 

Faith in Action 

Acting justly, while demonstrating kindness and yet remaining humble... sometimes it feels like we need 
superhero-like skills to be able to maintain all of these attributes! But God gave this assignment to us 
“mortals”.  So roll up your sleeves, get out into the world, and start showing others what sort of people 
Micah is challenging us to be! 

I will live a life filled with justice, kindness, and humbleness, as stated 
by Micah and demonstrated by Jesus. 

The three characteristics (as listed by 

Micah), and defined by you! 

What would this characteristic look 

like in real life? 

If you were in a situation like what you 

just wrote in column 2, what would 

you say to follow Micah’s rules? 

   

   

   

Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, we thank You for 
Your gifts that You have given 
to us.  Please help us to use 
the teachings of Micah and 
Jesus in our lives, and to    
positively help those around 
us by acting justly, loving 
kindness, and walking     
humbly.  Amen. 

Values for My Life 

Using the Bible passage as a reference, fill out the chart below 

Lesson 10 writers: C. Thomas, B. Joseph, A. Kurian     Lesson 10 editors: Rev. V.M. Mathew, G. Babu, B. Babu     Lesson 10 formatting: B. Kurian, R. Mathew           Lesson 10 artwork: E. Forgione, A. Mathew, S. Abraham 

Created by NERSS teachers, for Mar Thoma educational use only.   (August 2014)          Questions or comments should be directed to MTCGrade6@gmail.com 



 

1The Israelites again did what was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2 So 
the Lord sold them into the hand of King 
Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived 
in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the Israelites 
cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine 
hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed 
the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of 
Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5 She used to sit 
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah 
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and 
the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 
6 She sent and summoned Barak son of Abino-
am from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, 
“The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, 
‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing 
ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and 
the tribe of Zebulun. 7 I will draw out Sisera, 
the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by 
the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his 
troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 
8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I 
will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not 
go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go with you; 
nevertheless, the road on which you are going 
will not lead to your glory, for the Lord will 
sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then 
Deborah got up and went with Barak to 
Kedesh. 10 Barak summoned Zebulun and 
Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors 
went up behind him; and Deborah went up 
with him. 

 

12 When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abi-
noam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera 
called out all his chariots, nine hundred chari-
ots of iron, and all the troops who were with 
him, from Harosheth-ha-goiim to the Wadi 
Kishon. 14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! 
For this is the day on which the Lord has given 
Sisera into your hand. The Lord is indeed go-
ing out before you.” So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten thousand warriors fol-
lowing him. 15 And the Lord threw Sisera and 
all his chariots and all his army into a panic 
before Barak; Sisera got down from his chari-
ot and fled away on foot, 16 while Barak pur-
sued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-
ha-goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the 
sword; no one was left. 

Judge Deborah  
Fighting bad guys since before 1000 BCE         

G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 1  After generations of freedom in the Promised Land, the Israel-

ites have once again managed to get themselves enslaved under 

an evil king.  Who can come save the day now?  Who is brave 

and noble enough to be the Mouthpiece of God, bringing justice 

for God’s Chosen People?  Is it a hardened warrior?  Perhaps a 

gigantic army? No, it’s…its…a woman?! 

Judges 4: 1-10, 12-16 (NRSV) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Proverbs 31:30 (NRSV) 
Charm is deceitful,  

and beauty is vain,  
but a woman who fears the LORD  

is to be praised. 
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Discuss:  What 

does the role of a 

Judge entail?  Why 

do you think it 

would be such a 

big deal to have a 

female judge or 

war commander 

back then (and still 

possibly today) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Exploration 

In
tr

od
uc

ti
on

 
These Israelites—how many times can they fall away from God?  We’ve seen them return to their 
sinful ways before, but this time it has earned them twenty years of oppression under King Jabin.  
But when God hears His people’s cries, God listens and responds.  This time, God uses a woman, 
Judge Deborah, to impart some wisdom to a warrior named Barak and plan an attack on the 
king’s army.  So how wise was this woman you ask? 

Deborah is the only female Judge listed in the Bible, which should tell us something 
about her strength of character.  Also a prophetess, Deborah settled disputes and spoke 
wisely to the people under a palm tree located between Ramah and Bethel in the Ephra-
im highlands.   

Barak, on the other hand, was a warrior and 
in charge of the 10,000 men.  It usually 
would make more sense for God to          
approach him, right?  But it was Deborah 
who was selected to speak on behalf of 
God, passing the message for Barak to as-
semble his army in order to defeat Sisera.  
And then, when Barak hesitated to take the 
lead, it was Deborah who obeyed God and 
stepped up tot the plate to become the ar-
my leader.  Deborah demonstrated a few 
key elements that we keep seeing in those 

J U D G E  

D E B O R A H   

Fun Fact:  What’s so amazing about 900 chariots of iron, besides 
them being mentioned 6 times in the Bible portion? 

Vocabulary 

Deceitful—not honest, making or trying to make 
someone believe something that is not true. 

Wadi—a valley or channel that is dry except in the 
rainy season 

Prophet/Prophetess—a person who proclaims the 
will of God 

Judge—individuals chosen by God to pass judgment 
and to rescue the Israelites from the enemies 

Oppression—the act of suppressing by cruelty and 
force 

Integrity— the quality of being honest and fair 

 

1. Faith/Trust—Deborah is a great example of someone with strong faith.  Barak was not quite so ready to 
trust in the word of God.  However, he trusted Deborah, and clearly had faith in her presence on the 
battlefield.  Because of Barak’s lack of trust, he was not given the opportunity to defeat Sisera with his 
own two hands; instead the victory went to Deborah. 

2. Obedience—Imagine if Deborah didn't obey God?  Perhaps all of Israel’s history, and by extension, the 
history of the world, would have been altered! Not only did she set a fine example of a woman of faith, 
but Deborah fulfilled the job that was given to her, and was willing to take up the leadership when others 
(Barak) panicked. 

3. Honor—Due to the defeat of King Jabin and army leader Sisera, Deborah was able to restore integrity 
back into the Israelites’ lives.  We should strive to help and serve others the same way and understand 
God’s calling for us in our lives.  We too have opportunities to restore for people who have lost hope 

Not So Fun Fact:  Wanna know what happens to Sisera at the end of our bible reading?  It isn’t too pretty— think 
‘tent stake though the head’.  Read Judges 4:21 for more (Ouch!) 
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Map it out! 
 
This lesson involves a lot of traveling.  Let’s 
see how your geographical skills are! 
1. In the map to the right, locate each of 

the places described in the Bible por-
tion. (Highlighting these will help) 

2. Use a small ruler and the given legend 
to measure the distance between each 
place.  Write this information on the 
space below (Round to the nearest labeled 

number on the ruler—so if it looks like 13 
miles, round up to 15 miles) 

3. Use your math skills to calculate how 
many hours it would take for our Bible 
characters to travel! 

 

Let’s assume that they traveled around 
2 miles an hour.  (Sure, that might feel mighty 

slow, but pretend that you were lugging along a 
caravan, with all of your belongings, enough food 
and water for you, your fellow travelers, and your 
animals—that’s 1-2 gallons of water per human, per 
day!  Oh, and its about 100 degrees F in the desert, 
there are no Fast Food Rest Areas along the way, 
and no wheels on your luggage). 

 

5.   Bonus—a caravan probably could trav-
el only 8 hours in a day.  If your calcu-
lations prove that travel took longer than a day, then list. 

Barak traveled from Kedesh (or Kadesh) to the Palm of Deborah (verse 6)    

Miles: ___85___ Time to Travel: _______ 

Deborah and Barak travel from Palm of Deborah to Kedesh (verse 9)     

Miles: ___85___ Time to Travel: _______ 

Deborah, Barak, and their Warriors travel from Kedesh to Mount Tabor (verse 12)   

Miles: ___50___ Time to Travel: _______ 

Sisera and his Chariots and troops travel from Harosheth-ha-goiim to Kishon (verse 13)  

        Miles: ___10___ Time to Travel: _______ 

Deborah, Barak, and their warriors travel from Mount Tabor to Kishon  (verse 14)   

Miles: ___25___ Time to Travel: _______ 

Deborah, Barak, and their warriors pursue Sisera from Kishon to Harosheth ha-goiim (verse 16)   

        Miles: ___10___ Time to Travel: _______ 

http://www.ldolphin.org/Deborah.html 



 

Let’s Review! 

Fill Ins 

1. The Lord gave the Israelites over to King Jabin of ______________, who 
reigned in ______________. 

2. Sisera had ______________ chariots and oppressed Israelites cruelly for 
______________ years. 

3. Sisera’s chariots were made of ______________. 

 

Short Answer:  

1. How did God help Barak and Israelites defeat Sisera and his army? 

 

 

2. Explain how Deborah served God as a prophetess and judge. 

 

Faith in Action 
I will chose to use my talents for the good of those in need and for the glory of God.  God can do amazing things 
through anyone who listens and obeys. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear Lord, Thank you for   
hearing us during our times of 
struggle. Just as Deborah trust-
ed, listened and obeyed, we 
ask that You help us to   follow 
her lead in all of our life situa-
tions.  Amen. 
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Today, we can see God responding to us in incredible ways.  He’s able to use people through the talents they’re giv-
en.  Just like Deborah, our talents can be used in many ways to help others and share God’s love.  When her people 
were in need, she listened to God and helped deliver them from oppression. On top of that, Deborah’s actions 
earned Israel another 40 years of peace!  We can do good things for others too, with lasting benefits for many.  
Simply use what talents God has given you and see what amazing things He can do for those in need. 
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1a Now the Philistines gathered their armies for 
battle; they were gathered at Socoh, which    
belongs to Judah. 2 Saul and the Israelites     
gathered and encamped in the valley of Elah, 
and formed ranks against the Philistines.  
 

4 And there came out from the camp of the        
Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six[a] cubits and a span. 5 He had 
a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He had greaves of 
bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung 
between his shoulders.7 The shaft of his spear was 
like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head 
weighed six hundred shekels of 
iron; and his shield-bearer 
went before him. 8 He stood 
and shouted to the ranks of 
Israel, “Why have you come 
out to draw up for battle? Am 
I not a Philistine, and are you 
not servants of Saul? Choose 
a man for yourselves, and let 
him come down to me. 9 If he 
is able to fight with me and 
kill me, then we will be your 
servants; but if I prevail against 
him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and 
serve us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “Today I defy 
the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may 
fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard 
these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed 
and greatly afraid. 
 
12a Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of  

Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had eight 
sons.  14 David was the youngest; the three eldest 
followed Saul. 17 Jesse said to his son David, “Take 
for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain 
and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the 
camp to your brothers.” 

20 David rose early in the morning, left the sheep 
with a keeper, took the provisions, and went as 
Jesse had commanded him. He came to the        

encampment as the army 
was going forth to the 
battle line, shouting the 
war cry. 

22 David left the things in 
charge of the keeper of 
the baggage, ran to the 
ranks, and went and 
greeted his broth-
ers. 23 As he talked with 
them, the champion, the 

Philistine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philis-
tines, and spoke the same words as before. And 
David heard him. 

26a David said to the men who stood by him, “What 
shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine, 
and takes away the reproach from Israel?” 

  

David Vs. Goliath 
Lets Get Ready to RUMBLLLEEE!!! 

G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 2  
Does size matter in a fight? History’s most popular face off went 
down between David and Goliath at the battle lines between the 
Philistines and Israelites.  Goliath was an undefeated Philistine   
warrior and bully who had the Israelites scared and David was the 
ultimate underdog, small in size and inexperienced.  It’s possible 
that thought of volunteering to go up against the biggest bully in 
town was a bit daunting to David.  Wouldn’t it be for you? He had 
no armor, no sword, experience or skill in fighting, but David did 
have God on his side and a unique choice of weapon found in 1 
Samuel: 50a. And so a historic fight ensued.  

1 Samuel 17: Multi-Verse (NRSV) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

1 Samuel 17:45 (NRSV) 
But David said to the Philistine, 
“You come to me with sword and 
spear and javelin; but I come to 
you in the name of the LORD of 

hosts, the God of armies of Israel, 
whom you have defied.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7623a


 

31 When the words that David spoke were heard, 
they repeated them before Saul; and he sent for 
him. 32 David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail 
because of him; your servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.” 33 Saul said to David, “You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for 
you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from 
his youth.” 34 But David said 
to Saul, “Your servant used 
to keep sheep for his fa-
ther; and whenever a lion 
or a bear came, and took a 
lamb from the flock, 35 I 
went after it and struck it 
down, rescuing the lamb 
from its mouth; and if it 
turned against me, I would 
catch it by the jaw, strike it 
down, and kill it. “ 

37 David said, “The Lord, 
who saved me from the 
paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear, will 
save me from the hand of 
this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may 
the Lord be with you!” 

40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five 
smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his 

shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 

42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he dis-
dained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and 
handsome in appearance. 43 The Philistine said to 
David, “Am I a dog that you come to me with 

sticks?” And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods.  

45 But David said to the Philistine, 
“You come to me with sword and 
spear and javelin; but I come to 
you in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have de-
fied. 46a This very day 
the Lord will deliver you into my 
hand, and I will strike you down 
and cut off your head.” 

49 David put his hand in his bag, 
took out a stone, slung it, and 
struck the Philistine on his fore-
head; the stone sank into his 
forehead, and he fell face down 

on the ground. 

51a Then David ran and stood over the Philistine; he 
grasped his sword, drew it out of its sheath, and 
killed him; then he cut off his head with it. 

P A G E  2  

Vocabulary 

Javelin—a light spear (although nothing that 
belonged to Goliath would be considered 
‘light’) 

defy—to challenge someone to do something. 

greaves  - armor for the shin 

Prevail— to conquer; to gain victory 

Dismay—to cause (someone) to feel very wor-
ried/upset or disappointed 

Provision—supplies that are needed 

Reproach—an expression of disapproval 

Ephah— 
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Activity 1: 

Extra! Extra! 

 

There was no such 

thing as 

photography in 

Bible times.  

Perhaps you could 

complete this 

‘newspaper’ report 

by drawing the 

necessary picture? 
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David was the youngest of eight boys.  He learned quickly to put his faith and trust in God. This 
helped him greatly during his short life of shepherd hood, especially when fighting off Lions and 
Bears. (No tigers...) 

There was a secret bonus, though- these were also the qualities that God was looking for in 
anointing His next chosen leader!  It makes one wonder: was David’s fight with Goliath there to 
prove to all the people that nothing is impossible with God?  Or perhaps to shape David to       
become the great leader and poet that he would soon become? 

 

Fun Fact:  David was 
a rockstar of the Old 
Testament.  Have 
you seen his lyrics?  
Check out 
Psalms...some deep 
stuff there, and 
some of it refers to 
David’s original job 
of being a shepherd.  
Stop me if you know 
this one:  “The Lord 
is my shepherd, I 
shall not 
want…”  (Psalms 23) 

Local Boy Defeats Giant 
Recent reports from the frontline in the valley of Elah tell of an amazing 
Israelite victory.  David, the local shepherd boy, has taken down Goliath, 
the infamous giant warrior of the Philistine army. 
Goliath, at nearly three meters tall, was  

almost twice the size of our young shep-

herd boy.  Also, against the experienced           

Goliath’s full armor, David came with    

nothing but his shepherd’s sling as his 

weapon. 

Eyewitnesses claim that David was seen 

walking along a stream where he chose five 

smooth stones, exchanged a few battle 

cries with Goliath, and then, in one quick 

move, ran forward and hit the giant right 

between the eyes with an early volley from 

his sling. 

 



P A G E  4  

 

Activity 2:  CROSSWORD 

Complete the crossword puzzle below.  If you need some help, Read 1 Samuel 16 & 17. 



 

 

Let’s Review! 

Multiple Choice & Fill Ins 

1. What gave David courage to fight with Goliath? 

       A.  His Fists     B.  Saul’s armor and weapons     C.  Lord’s power 

2. David said, “The LORD, who saved me from the _____________ and 
from the _____________ will save me from the hand of this 
_____________ .” 

3. Goliath was from the camp of the ________________ and was from 
________________. 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to trust God and believe that what is impossible with men is possible with God.  

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, thank You for   
blessing us with so many 
different opportunities in this 
life.  Thank You for giving us 
the strength to face our fears.  
Please be with us any time we 
stumble, and help us to re-
member to keep You as the 
focus in our lives.  In Your 
name we ask, Amen. 
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David was willing to trust God and His power and God used him to fight against Goliath.  Perhaps, though, the bigger 
deal is that David, our little pipsqueak of a kid, was tougher and less frightened than the toughest soldiers of Israel, 
or his brothers, or even King Saul! 

From time to time we all face some kind of enemy that either causes us to be afraid, sad, angry, jealous, etc.  Just as 
God gave David power to fight his enemy, the Holy Spirit living in your heart will give you power to fight whatever 
battle that come into your life.   It also helps to remember 1 Timothy 4:12- Always be faithful with the tasks you are 
assigned, because one day you will be able to see how God prepared you for the work He has for you as you grow 
older. 

So maybe, in the end, David’s fight with Goliath, while changing the history of Israel, also served to make David a 
stronger person.  So, next time your “Goliath” comes up, whether it’s a major test, a major argument, or a major 
decision, try to face it head on.  You never know how much it’s helping you for later in life! 
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Short Answer:  

1. Explain why King Saul and his army were afraid and why David wasn’t afraid of Goliath. 

 

 

2. How did God prepare David to fight Goliath?  Will this also help us face our Goliaths? 



 

King Solomon the Wise 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 3  

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the 
statutes of his father David; only, he sacri-
ficed and offered incense at the high plac-
es. 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the principal high place; 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the 
Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart to-
ward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous 
they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 
people?” 

 

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor 
all your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14 If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 

 

15 Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stood before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. He offered up burnt offerings and offerings of well-being, and 
provided a feast for all his servants. 

1 Kings 3: 3-15 (NRSV) 

Let’s say you spent your entire morning and afternoon,          
traveling through dusty, dirt ridden country, to get to the best  
temple of worship.  Exhausted, you gladly make your offering to 
God, and shortly after, fall asleep.  In your dreams, you are   
visited by God, whom you had traveled all this way to pay      
respects to. 

Let’s say God asks you, “What would you want, more than     
anything in the world?”  Take a moment, and think about that 
one... then take a look at what Solomon decided to do, when 
the same question was posed to him! 

MEMORY VERSE: 

James 1: 5 (NRSV) 
If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudg-

ingly, and it will be given you. 



P A G E  2  

 

 

Discuss:   

Why do you think 

Solomon’s 

response to God in 

1 Kings 3:10 

pleased him? 

 

What do you think 

Solomon’s answer 

could have been 

had it been 

focused on himself? 
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Most people would jump at the chance to change their life, and become a King (or Queen).  Solo-
mon was just a kid when his father, David, passed away, leaving the crown to the growing prince.  
It might sound like a dream come true, but think about it:  his own father, gone.  Entire lives of 
people that now all either live or die, due to rules you make. That’s a tough responsibility for any-
one, especially someone without any mentors to guide them!   But, Solomon isn’t a dumb kid... 
unlike most others, like in our fictional story below.  

 

Fun Fact:  Solomon is renowned for his wisdom in the Old Testament.  Check out Proverbs for some of his secrets.  
Maybe, like Solomon’s friends were hoping, some of his wisdom will rub off on you.   

Instruction #1:  As a class, randomly select words that match each description.  (No reading ahead through 

the story!) 

Activity:  MAD LIBS! 

Food 1:  ______________________ 

Color:     ______________________ 

Food 2:  ______________________ 

Verb (“Ing”): __________________ 

Size:       ______________________ 

Color:    ______________________ 

Animal 1:  ____________________ 

Noun : _______________________  

Verb : _______________________ 

Place : _______________________ 

Number:  ____________________ 

Noun Plural 2:  ________________ 

Animal 2: ____________________ 

Adjective 2:  __________________ 

Noun :  ______________________ 

Food 3:   _____________________ 

 

What do you think wisdom means?  There are two kinds of wisdom, a human wisdom and God’s 

wisdom.  We think wisdom is ______________________________________________________.  

God’s wisdom is to know God and to lead a life in accordance to His Word. 

King David knew that his son Solomon would be Israel’s next king.  Before he died, David told 

Solomon what to do when he became king.  [Read 1 Chronicles 28:9].   

Being King is not an easy job, in fact, it’s a huge responsibility.  Making decisions to make people 

happy needs some serious wisdom.  We all know that everyone will not be happy with decisions 

that are made on our behalf.   

You and I will  most likely never be a king as 

Solomon was, however, as a believer, the work 

Jesus has called us to do is just as important.   

We need wisdom to live a life that pleases God 

so we can lead others to Jesus. 

Vocabulary 

Statutes—Law that is followed by a governing body.  
In this lesson, the laws that were created by King 
David, Solomon’s father. 

Commandment—a rule that God expects us to fol-
low 

Ark—a chest containing the tablets on which the 
Ten Commandments were inscribed 
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Friend 1:  Hey, what’s going on King Solomon? 

Friend 2: Yeah, what’s literally cooking?  ::Sniff Sniff:: Is that ______________ I see grilling over there? 

Solomon:  Friends! Listen, guys-- 

Friends 3 and 4: Heyyy... 

Solomon: Sorry, and ladies!  You won’t believe what happened last night! 

Friend 2: Oh yes, we can.  You clearly didn’t sleep well. Was it the ________________ moon that kept you awake? 

Solomon: No, no, it wa- 

Friend 1: Or maybe it was some indigestion from eating that ____________________.  Sorry for daring you, it must’ve 
made you feel like ____________________.   
 

Solomon: A dream! I had a dream! 

Friend 4: Oooh! I love dreams! Tell me, was there a _______________________, _______________________  

_____________________?  Those always pop up in my dreams! 

 

Solomon: No, what type of King would I be if I dreamed of something like that? 

Friend 2: A _____________________ king. 

 

Solomon: ANYWAY, I was sleeping at Gibeon, because I wanted to offer a sacrifice to God.   When I fell asleep, God 
spoke to me in my dreams, saying, “Ask what I shall give you?” 

Friend 1: You had a chance to ask for anything?!  I hope you asked for a ___________________________. 

Friend 3: What’s that?  No, no, you should have asked for the ability to __________________________. 

Friend 2: Of course, what any young ruler would ask for: a trip to _________________! That, or a ton of wealth. 

Friend 1: Yeah, money, definitely the way to go.  Wait! What about a long life? Live another _____ years or so. 

Friend 2: That, and power over your enemies! There are tons of those ___________________ around. 

Friend 4: I would have asked for a pet ____________________.   

Friend 3: Wait, everyone... King Solomon, what DID you say to God in response? 

Instruction #2:  Solomon has just finished giving his offering to God in verse 15, and is preparing the feast 

for his servants and friends.  His closest childhood buddies stop by, and are curious what the festivities are 

about.  Your job: fill in Solomon’s story correctly, and fill in the “buddies” responses, as you listed them in In-

struction #1!  

FOOD 1 

COLOR 

FOOD 2 

VERB (ING) 

SIZE COLOR 

ADJECTIVE 

ANIMAL 1 

NOUN  

VERB 

PLACE  

NUMBER 

NOUN PLURAL 2 

ANIMAL 2 
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Solomon: Well...  I first thanked God for taking care of my Dad, David , while he was King.  And now that I’m King, even 
though I’m only a kid, I have been given a responsibility to govern the people of Israel.  So, in the end, I asked for an 
wisdom, which would help me discern between Good and Evil. 
 

Friend 4:  Wow... obviously this is why God appeared to you, and offered you this magnificent gift!  But asking for that, 
as opposed to other options... that’s pretty crazy for someone as young as us to be thinking that way! 
 

Friend 3: King Solomon, was God pleased with your wish?  Did He grant it?   

Solomon: God told me that because I did not ask for long life or riches, or for the life of my enemies, God would bless 
me with a wise mind. 

Friend 4: SEE?  Solomon was wise to not ask for those other ideas!  It shows that Solomon wasn’t selfish, or was think-
ing about himself.  Instead, his first thought was for the responsibility of his people! 
 

Friend 2: Wish I were as selfless as you.  I don’t know if I could make that decision!  Was there anything else to the 
dream? 
 

Solomon:  God also blessed me with both riches and honor  all my life.  And, that if I followed God’s commandments, 
then my life would also be lengthened 
 

Friend 1: Wow.  Solomon, we-- 

Friend 3: Your friends— 

Friend 2:  Could not think of a better leader to receive this gift. 

Friend 4: God deserves all glory, for gifting our best friend and best leader with such a gift.  Its good you didn’t ask for a 
_________________  _____________________. 
 

Friend 1: Maybe some of those blessings will rub off on us, like the wealth, long life-- 

Friend 3: Or maybe the selflessness... 

Friend 2: C’mon, let’s go help out with the feast and the offerings.  I think I smell roasting _________________! 

Friend 4: What?!? 

ADJECTIVE 2 NOUN 

FOOD 3 



 

 

Let’s Review! 

Fill Ins 

1. ___________________ loved the Lord walking in the statutes of 
___________________. 

2. The Lord appeared to Solomon in the place called 
___________________. 

3. King Solomon asked God to give him ___________________. 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to seek from God an understanding mind, just like the choice of Solomon, so that I can always 
aid my family and friends and do what is good in the sight of Lord. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank You for 
teaching us about humbleness 
and restraint through Solo-
mon.  Grant us the wisdom to 
learn Your will in everything 
that we do, and to make every-
day choices that are accepta-
ble in Your sight.  In Your name 
we ask, Amen. 

P A G E  5  G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 3  

In reality, Solomon was setting quite an amazing example for us kids today.  Think about it- if you were 
King of Israel, and you were granted a wish, what would it be?  For Solomon, it was a no brainer; his re-
sponsibility was about the Israelites, and he wasn’t afraid of using any gifts given to him to help his people 
out. 

In today's life, when we are offered a choice, do we always select wisely?   The easiest way to navigate our-
selves through the various temptations and lures it to have a personal coach, one that will live within you 
always: God!  Solomon chose his words and choices wisely when he communicated with God; one thing we 
should learn from him is the humility, or the humbleness, with which he asked God for granting him Wis-
dom and nothing else. It’s not easy, but with the Bible in our head and God in our hearts, we are sure to go 
far! 
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Short Answers 

1. Explain the reason why King Solomon asked God to grant him wisdom. 

 

 

2.  What are the other gifts/things that God showered upon Solomon?  Why did he do this? 



 

Into the DEN 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 4  

10 Although Daniel knew that the document had 
been signed, he continued to go to his house, 
which had windows in its upper room open to-
ward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees 
three times a day to pray to his God and praise 
him, just as he had done previously. 11 The con-
spirators came and found Daniel praying and seek-
ing mercy before his God. 12 Then they approached 
the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! 
Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who 
prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty 
days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a 
den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing 
stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they 
responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles 
from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to 
the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his 
prayers three times a day.” 

14 When the king heard the charge, he was very 
much distressed. He was determined to save Dan-
iel, and until the sun went down he made every 
effort to rescue him. 15 Then the conspirators came 
to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is 
a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict 
or ordinance that the king establishes can be 
changed.” 

16 Then the king gave the command, and Daniel 
was brought and thrown into the den of lions. The 
king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 
faithfully serve, deliver you!” 17 A stone was 
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the 
king sealed it with his own signet and with the sig-
net of his lords, so that nothing might be changed 
concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his pal-

ace and spent the night fasting; no food was 
brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 

19 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hur-
ried to the den of lions. 20 When he came near the 
den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to 
Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
your God whom you faithfully serve been able to 
deliver you from the lions?” 21 Daniel then said to 
the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his 
angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they 
would not hurt me, because I was found blameless 
before him; and also before you, O king, I have 
done no wrong.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly 
glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out 
of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, 
and no kind of harm was found on him, because he 
had trusted in his God. 24 The king gave a com-
mand, and those who had accused Daniel were 
brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, 
their children, and their wives. Before they reached 
the bottom of the den the lions overpowered them 
and broke all their bones in pieces. 

Daniel 6: 10-24 (NRSV) 

Daniel’s dependability and high spirits helped him rise through 
the ranks from an officer to soon oversee the kingdom for the 
king. However, before that arrangement came to be, his jealous 
co-officers hatched a plan: knowing that Daniel was faithful in 
praying to the one true God, they wanted to catch him in the act 
for the law says whoever prays to any other god but the king will 
be thrown into the lion’s den. Not even the king could’ve 
stopped Daniel from being tossed into a pit with the lions. But 
there is one person who stopped the lion’s from harming Daniel 
and that was God himself! 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Daniel 6: 26 (NRSV) 
“He is the living God. God stands firm forever. His kingship is indestructible. God’s 

rule will last until the end of time.”  
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Imagine one day your life was going well and you’re expecting a promotion, but the next moment 
your faith has put you in danger because the law says you can’t worship God, only the king       
deserves your prayers. That’s exactly what’s happened to Daniel. All Daniel did was pray to God, 
and that too in his home, but his co-officers were plotting against him. Although they succeeded 
in throwing Daniel into the lion’s den, God was faithful to Daniel and saved him from a gruesome 
death. That’s the power of God. He can come to your rescue during the most troubled times of 
your life.  

Background: 

To better understand Daniel’s life, it helps to know a bit of background.  In his early life, Daniel 
was taken to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar among the first captives taken from Judah.  Like 
Ezekiel, Daniel became a prophet of the Exile.  Because Daniel wanted to be faithful to God, he 
requested officials to assign him and the other captives to a test period of ten days on just vege-
table and water diet.  During those ten days Daniel and his friends thrived and were found to be 
wiser than any of the king’s advisors.  Daniel and his friends quickly rose in ranks under Nebu-
chadnezzar (Daniel 2:48), and he ranked third in the kingdom under Nebuchadnezzar’s successor 
Belshazzar [a Chaldean king] (Daniel 5:29).  
When Belshazzar died, Darius the Mede [the 
first Medo-Persian ruler], appointed Daniel one 
of three presidents over all 120 satraps in the 
Kingdom.   

In Daniel 6, we see that Daniel’s peers were 
really starting to become overcome with jeal-
ousy and they planned to bring him down.  This 
was a hard task because Daniel was an honest 
and faithful man of God [Daniel 6:4b].   His only 

fault in the eyes of his peers was that he was faithful to God.   

These men were so blinded by jealousy that they began to negatively 
influence all the other leaders.  Bad company corrupts good character 
(1 Corinthians 15:33).  

Lets stop here for a moment.  Write three character traits each of 
Daniel, his enemies, and King Darius in the boxes below. 

 

 

 

Discuss:  What is 

character?  What 

are some character 

traits that people 

can have? 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Ordinance—an official order given by a person of     
authority such as the one King Darius proclaimed 
over his kingdom.  Similar to decree 

Interdict—an authoritative action of forbidding 
something by law/rule  

Annul—the cancelation of a law, for example, when 
the law was enforced, it could not be removed or 
taken back. 

Satrap—a provincial governor of high authority in 
the ancient Persian empire 

Law of Medes and Persians—Persian law that states 
that no interdict or ordinance that the king estab-
lishes can be changed. 

Fun Fact:   

Daniel means “God 
is my Judge” but 
that wasn’t the only 
name he was known 
by.  Look up  Daniel 
2: 26 to find out. 

DANIEL 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

DANIEL’S ENEMIES 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

KING DARIUS 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 
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Fun Fact:  Did you know that Daniel was 
friends with Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego who were also tested in their 
faith when they were thrown into the fiery 
furnace for not bowing before King Neb-
uchadnezzar’s golden image? (Explore 
Daniel 3)  

The Plot:  Imagine how King Darius felt on the day his appointed leaders came before him and showered him with 
flattery.  The leaders were so convincing in their flattery that they got King Darius to make an ordinance and interdict 
that said that if anyone prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, other than the king, they will be thrown into 
a den of lions.  It sounded like a good idea so he wrote out the law and signed it, making it unchangeable.   

As a high ranking official of the kingdom, Daniel was fully aware of the new ordinance and interdict.  In spite of  the 
pressures he was faced with by his peers, Daniel continued to stay strong and pray to God three times a day just as be-
fore (Daniel 6:10).   

When Daniel’s enemies came to capture him, they must have been so excited to catch Daniel doing something he was-
n’t supposed to be.  They didn’t want to wait a moment, so they hurried to tell the king of Daniel’s disobedience.  Even 
though Daniel’s enemies were happy, the King was devastated.  The king could not help Daniel because by signing the 
interdict, he was bound by the law of Medes and Persians.  King Darius spent the entire night without eating or sleep-
ing.  He hoped that the God of Daniel would save him from the lions.    

What a relief it was for Darius when in the morning, Daniel was alive!  Daniel had been protected because he was faith-
ful to God.  An angel of God came and sealed the mouths of the lions and kept Daniel safe.  The king was so happy that 
he got Daniel out of the den and ordered his enemies and their families to be thrown into the lion’s den.  You can only 
imagine how tragic the result was considering how hungry these lions were!  Read Daniel 6: 26-28 to find out what King 
Darius then did to acknowledge his faith in Daniel’s God. 

Activity 1  
We read that when Daniel was tossed into the den with the lions, he was face-to-face with death.  But God protected 

him because Daniel was faithful and just.  

In the lines provided below, list all the righteous acts done by Daniel that pleased God and helped save him from the 

dangerous lions. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Think about what a decree or ordinance is 

defined as.  King Darius wrote an ordinance 

that all should worship him and no one else 

or else…  If you could write an ordinance to 

change something in your church, what 

would it be?  Write an ordinance for your 

church on the scroll on the right and discuss.  

Keep it real!   

Activity 2  



 

 

Let’s Review! 

Fill in the blanks. 

1. Under Darius, Daniel was appointed one of three 
__________________ over all 120 ______________ in the Kingdom.   

2. ____________________ was King Nebuchadnezzar’s successor. 

3. Daniel’s conspirators quoted the ______________________________ 
to King Darius to remind him of the ___________________, that 
states that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thir-
ty days except to the king will be thrown into a den of lions. 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to be faithful and pray to God during my times of trouble, so others can see me as a follower 
of the one true God. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank you for       
delivering us during our    
greatest hours of need. Guide 
us to be an example for others 
so you can be a light for them 
as well. Amen. 
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Daniel was a man with king-sized courage.  He was faithful and obedient to God despite knowing that he 
would be thrown into a pit and come face to face with hungry lions and certain death.  God didn’t forget 
Daniel and honored his obedience by saving him from death.  Everyone was able to witness the power and 
love of Daniel’s God because he stood up for what he believed in despite the consequences.  

Are you willing to be obedient and faithful to God despite what others say?  Do you have King-Sized cour-
age?   

God knows what we’re up to.  He knows when we do good and when we’re suffering.  We must continue 
to be faithful and trust God to keep us safe.  It takes daily discipline to be faithful to God.  We must spend 
time each day praying to Him and reading His Word if we are going to be strong in our faith like Daniel was. 

Values for My Life 

Created by NERSS teachers, for Mar Thoma educational use only.  (January 2015) Questions or comments should be directed to MTCgrade6@gmail.com 

Short Answers 

1. How did Daniel’s conspirators get Daniel in trouble? 

 

2. How did King Darius acknowledge his faith in Daniel’s God? 

 

 

3.    God saved Daniel because he did not do anything wrong.  What did he do that was right? 

 

 

 



 

To die, or not to die - An Ode to Esther 
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6 Hathach went out 
to Mordecai in the 
open square of the 
city in front of the 
king’s gate, 7 and       
Mordecai told him 
all that had         
happened to him, 
and the  exact sum 
of money that Ham-
an had promised to 
pay into the king’s 
treasuries for the 
destruction of the 
Jews. 8 Mordecai 
also gave him a 
copy of the written 
decree issued in  
Susa for their       
destruction, that he 

might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and 
charge her to go to the king to make            
supplication to him and entreat him for her 
people. 
9 Hathach went and told Esther what         
Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to 

Hathach and gave him a message for           
Mordecai, saying, 11 “All the king’s servants 
and the   people of the king’s provinces know 
that if any man or woman goes to the king   
inside the    inner court without being called, 
there is but one law—all alike are to be put to 
death. Only if the king holds out the golden 
scepter to someone, may that person live. I 
myself have not been called to come in to the 
king for    thirty days.” 12 When they told   
Mordecai what     Esther had said, 13 Mordecai 
told them to   reply to Esther, “Do not think 
that in the king’s palace you will escape any 
more than all the other Jews.14 For if you keep 
silence at such a time as this, relief and         
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 
quarter, but you and your father’s family will 
perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come 
to royal dignity for just such a time as 
this.” 15 Then Esther said in  reply to          
Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be 
found in Susa, and hold a fast on my   behalf, 
and neither eat nor drink for three days, night 
or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do. 
After that I will go to the king, though it is 
against the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 

Esther 4: 6-16 (NRSV) 
Have you ever been in a situation where you were 
afraid to speak up?  Was it because you would be 
seen as being unpopular?  Or was it because you 
were afraid of getting hurt?  In today’s story, we learn 
about one of the most beautiful women in all of Per-
sia.  She was put in a situation where she had to make 
a decision : to speak up or to stay silent.  But the 
problem was not that simple.  To stay silent meant 
staying alive while speaking up possibly meant death.  
Today we learn about Queen Esther and the decision 
she made. 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Ecclesiastes 7:14 (NRSV) 
“In the day of prosperity be joyful, and 
in the day of adversity consider; God 

has made the one as well as the other, 
so that mortals may not find out any-

thing that will come after them.”  

www.visualimpactresources.com 
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Bible Exploration 
This story is about God preparing a place and the 
opportunity, and his people, Esther and Mordecai, 
chose to act. 
 

Esther 1-3 tells us the story of how Esther became 
the queen. It also sets the stage how Mordecai ex-
posed the plot to kill the King and how Haman gets 
promoted as the second in control after the King. 
Mordecai a Jew who loved and obeyed God did not follow the Kings command to honor Haman by bowing 
down as he passed. He neither bowed down nor paid homage to Haman. Haman was filled with rage and 
he sought to destroy all the Jews. 
 

Haman went to King Ahasuerus and asked the king to make a law that all the Jews be killed.  When he 
spoke to the king, he didn’t mention the Jews by name but said, “There are certain people who live in your 
land who do not obey the king’s laws. The king listened to Haman and made a law that in the month of 
Adar all the Jews (men, women, and children) would be destroyed. 
 

This was terrible news!!  God’s people, the Jews, were going to be destroyed because of Haman’s wicked 
plan. When Mordecai found out about this terrible news, it broke his heart and caused him to cry out with 
loud cries and wailing.  He put on a sackcloth (rough cloth that was very uncomfortable to wear) and ashes 
to show that he was mourning this horrible plot to destroy God’s people.  He had messengers go and tell 
Esther that she had to do something to stop this wicked plan. 
 

When Esther heard this news she was afraid.  She knew that if she went to the king without being invited she could be killed right 
on the spot.  Only people who were invited by the king could come and stand before his throne.  Mordecai encouraged Esther and 
told her that it was for this specific time that God had a plan to use her for His purposes.  If she didn’t do something, God would 
use someone else to save His people. 
 

Even though Esther might die, she decided that she would have others pray and fast (not eat) with her.  She would go to the king 
and tell him of this wicked plan to destroy her people, even if it meant she might die doing it. It was not proper to go before the 
king if a person was not personally invited. The king could have the person killed.  This took courage.  
 
After Esther and her people prayed and fasted for three days, she went before the king.  Queen Esther trusted God to show her 
what to do.   When the King asked her what she wanted, she invited him and Haman to a banquet.  At the banquet she invited the 
king and Haman to attend another banquet the next night. 
 

It was now time for the banquet.  She told the king that she was a Jew and there was a law that her people were going to be killed. 
The king was furious! “Who would dare to think about killing you?”  Esther pointed at Haman and said the enemy who wants to 
destroy the Jews is this wicked Haman!” 
 

The Book of Esther begins with Queen Vashti refusing to obey an order from 
her husband, King Ahasuerus. She was banished from the kingdom and the 
search began for a new queen. Esther was chosen from all women in Persia to 

be queen. She was a Jew who did not reveal her identity on advice of her cousin, Mordecai. One day, 
when Mordecai was at the palace, he overhead a plot to kill King Ahasuerus. Mordecai told Esther, and 
the plot was foiled. Mordecai’s name was noted in the king’s records.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss:  Is 

breaking the law 

ever the right thing 

to do?  

 

Introduction 

Vocabulary 

Harem: a group of women who belong only to 
the king  
 
Mourning: to be sad because of tragedy; to 
show signs of grief, such as weeping or wear-
ing black clothes  

Fun Fact:   

Did you know that Esther is the only book in the Bible that mentions India by the name “India”.  It’s mentioned twice!  
Check it out in Esther 1:1 and Esther 8:9 
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Fun Fact:  The Hebrew word for Ethiopia 
is Cush, the eastern branch of which is 
identified with India.  The Hebrew word 
for Libya is Put, whose eastern branch, 
like Cush, is also identified with India.  

Activity 

In today’s lesson, we learned about Esther and the decision she made to speak up.  Identify some other instances that 

you or others have faced and what the possible consequences for speaking up or not speaking up were. 

King Ahasuerus had Haman put to death on the gallows he had built for Mordecai as his punishment for 
his wicked plan. 
 
God had used Mordecai and Esther to save His people from destruction.  Esther went to Ahasuerus and 
pleaded with him to write a new law that would save her people.  He agreed and made a new law that said 
on the day that the Jews were to be attacked that they could protect themselves from those who were 
going to attack them. 
 
The Jews lives were saved because Esther was faithful and obeyed in the circumstance she was in. 

 

 

Discuss:  Think 

you’ll have what it 

takes to risk your 

life for God?  

Situation Consequence For Not Speaking Up Consequence For Speaking Up 

   

   

   



 

Let’s Review! 
Fill in the blanks. 

1. _____________________ was a Jew who loved and obeyed God.  He 
was instrumental in exposing the plot to kill the King. 

2. The king made a law that all Jews should be killed at the recommen-
dation of _________________. 

3.  ____________________ was conflicted upon hearing news that so 
many people were going to be killed.  _____________ got courage 
from Mordecai to put God’s plan in motion. 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to obey God even if I may not understand his plan and purpose for my life and if it means tak-
ing the ultimate risk like Esther did. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear Lord, give me courage 
like you gave to Esther to 
stand up for what is right. 
Help me be the change that I 
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We have been placed on this earth at this time in history for God’s plans and purposes.  He knows all that 
is going on around us and He will use us to be a Godly influence in the lives of others around us if we 
choose to follow and obey Him. It takes faith to follow the will of God. It takes courage to do what He asks 
you to do.  

Values for My Life 

Created by NERSS teachers, for Mar Thoma educational use only.  (January 2015) Questions or comments should be directed to MTCgrade6@gmail.com 

Short Answers 

1. Who hated the Jews and made a plan to have them destroyed? 

 

 

 

 

2.  How did God use Esther to save His people?  How can God use you in your circumstances to be a posi-
tive influence. 

 

 



 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born.  
 
5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 
you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”  

Escaping Death 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 6  

Ever seen a comet? It’s a rare event that people really get excited 

about! For the Magi, there’s a new star in the sky and the Magi are 

excited! This kind of star only comes around once in a lifetime! They 

know it’s a sign and head straight to the palace to get some an-

swers. But the King is less than excited about their discovery. Let’s 

find out why!  Matthew 2:13-23 (NRSV) 

 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from 
them the exact time the star had appeared.8 He sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 
may go and worship him.” 
 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were over-
joyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treas-
ures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route.  
 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 138:7 (NRSV) 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you preserve me against the wrath of 
my enemies; you stretch out your hand, 
and your right hand delivers me.  
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Discussion: 

 

Have you ever 

made a bad choice 

like Herod based on 

fear? What were 

the consequences? 

 

 

 

Have you ever 

visited a new baby? 

How was that 

experience similar 

to how the Magi 

felt? What kinds of 

gifts do you usually 

bring to a baby? 

Why did the Magi 

bring very different 

gifts? ? 

Bible Exploration 

In
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The birth of the Messiah is something that was prophesied back in the Old Testament. The 
Israelites have been looking forward to someone who will rescue them for years! There-
fore, you would think that the birth of the Savior of the Universe would be the happiest 
event in the world, celebrated by everyone. Think again. The current King of Israel was furi-
ous and unsure about his own future. However, in the midst of this tension, wise men from 
the East knew the importance of Jesus’ birth and came to worship Him and give gifts. But 
little did they know they had more to do with Jesus’ safety than they imagined.  

-After Jesus was born, wise men (Magi) came from the East to Jerusalem looking for 
the baby Jesus. Magi were experts in the study of the stars. They had discovered 
the star that signaled the birth of “King of the Jews”.  

-Imagine King Herod when he hears about the birth of the new “King of the Jews”. 
He’s the current king! Any ‘new’ king should be his own son right? Obviously this is 
news that is disturbing to King Herod! 

-King Herod is worried enough to call together all the chief priests and scribes to 
find out what they know about the birth of the Messiah. They also confirm what 
the Magi had said- ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’”Again, King Herod is told that this newborn is to be a “ruler” of 
the Jewish people.  

King Herod asks the Magi to report back to him where they find this baby. He 
doesn’t really want to worship the new baby. He plans to kill the child and prevent 
any “new” king from taking over!  

-Why is King Herod frightened enough to want to kill a baby? According to histori-
cal accounts, King Herod was a brutal ruler who killed anyone that he thought 
might take over his throne from him. So when he heard the news about the birth of 
this child, he believed that when Jesus became older, he would take over Herod’s 
throne. We know that Herod did not understand that when Jesus was called “King 
of the Jews”, it was not meant as a king on earth but as the king that would save 
them from their sins. -It’s important to understand the actions of the Magi. They 
also were warned in a dream about Herod’s evil plans. They did not return to Herod 
after they found Jesus, even though he had ordered them to do so. They were risk-
ing their lives by disobeying Herod’s orders. They knew the risk that they were tak-
ing but chose to obey God instead. They stood up for their faith against a powerful 
king who wanted to destroy it. 
-How does this end? When King Herod finds out that the Magi tricked him, he kills 
all the innocent babies in Bethlehem in search of Jesus. This is a very cruel, selfish 
action just to protect his throne. Herod probably spent the rest of his rule as king in 
fear of a child who may have survived to overthrow him as king. All because Herod 

couldn’t understand the real meaning behind the birth of Jesus- the fact that Je-
sus came as a savior, not as a power-hungry ruler looking for a kingdom on earth.  

E S C A P I N G  D E A T H  
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Fun Fact 

Not-so-fun-fact: Remember Moses from our older lessons? King Herod 
was not the only king to order a killing of all the babies in a given area to 
protect his reign. The King of Egypt ordered a similar killing during the 
time when Moses was born. God was able to protect Moses then and 
we see that God protects Jesus as well!  

Perception:  (Publisher: Insert/profile pictures). Look at the fol-

lowing pictures below. What do these look like to you? 

 

Picture of glass of water partially filled. 

http://ekalectica.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/perception_vase.gif 

 

Based on this activity, think about how Herod and the wise men saw two different 

scenarios about the Birth of Jesus. The Magi and King Herod were motivated by 

two very different desires: the Magi wanted to worship the true King and King Her-

od wanted to remain king at all costs! Think about what motivates your actions 

and your perceptions of the situations in your own life! 

Activity 

Vocabulary 

Messiah: The promised Savior described in the Old Testament who 
would save the world from their sins 

 

Magi: Wise men who studied the stars for a living  

 

Perception: The way you see things  



 

 

1. Joseph took Mary and Jesus to _____ 

after God warned him in a dream about 

Herod’s plans. 

2. King Herod’s murder of the innocent babies fulfilled the prophecy of 
______.  

3. Joseph, Mary and Jesus finally settled in the town of ______ . 

Short Answer: 

1. What was Herod afraid would happen to his throne when Jesus grew 

up?  

2. How did Herod misunderstand why Jesus, the “King of the Jews” was 
really born into the world for?  

Let’s Review! 

Faith in Action 

There will be a lot of times in our lives where we or people around us can misunderstand who Jesus really 
is or what His purpose in the world was. Jesus’ birth was the fulfillment of a promise made by God to the 
Israelites. See what this promise is in John 3:16. The promise of God is given to us as His children. We have 
a responsibility in our lives to share this message with others.  

I will choose to know my God by studying the Bible, which is the word of God. I will use this knowledge to 
show others who God really is, even when those around me are against it.  

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, help me to know 
you intimately. Help me to be 
filled with understanding of 
the right perception of who 
you are in my life. Help me to 
find courage and strength 
when I need to speak up and 
defend my faith for you. Help 
me to worship you with joy 
just as the Magi did. In your 
Precious name, Amen.  

Values for My Life 



 

 Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed him… 

Jesus’ 12 Apostles 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 7  

Fishers of men! That doesn’t sound like an occupation any of us 

would sign up for. But, this is exactly the job that Jesus offered 

his chosen 12 Apostles and is a job that He offers those who 

are willing to take on discipleship today. Let us discover what 

this job is all about. Mark 1:16-20 (NRSV) 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 
and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him.  
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 
6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, 
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons. You received without payment; give with-
out payment. 9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your 
belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, 
or a staff; for laborers deserve their food.  
 
 
 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Matthew 4:19 NRSV) 
 
And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make 
you fish for people.”   

Matthew 10:1-10 (NRSV) 
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Discussion: 

 
Why do you think 

these men were 

willing to give up 

their jobs to 

follow Jesus?  

 

What is our 

responsibility in 

living a life 

following Jesus?  

 

Do you think you 

could make the 

same choice to go 

into full-time 

ministry that the 

disciples did?  

Bible Exploration 
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Jesus was a very popular man during his time. His ability to perform miracles and the au-
thority with which he spoke attracted large crowds. Jesus decides to pick 12 people to be 
the ones who will not only experience Jesus’ missionary work, up close but also carry on 
this work after Jesus’ death. Jesus is constantly with his Apostles, teaching and guiding 
them. He spends a lot of time telling them about God and about the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Then he sends them out to share what they have learned and in fact, he gives them power 
and authority to perform miracles in his name. (Mathew 10:8) He asks them to go first to 
the Israelities, who were God’s chosen people, and share the Good News that they have 
experienced.  
The twelve Apostles go on to become the founders of the early Church and were critical to 
the foundation of our own churches today.  The twelve apostles of Jesus gave up their 
different day jobs and dedicated their lives to full-time ministry.  

The 12 disciples who followed Jesus were, 

1. ANDREW: Andrew was the brother of Peter, and a son of Jonas who lived in Bethsaida and 
Capernaum and was a fisherman before Jesus called him. Originally he was a disciple of John the 
Baptist (Mark 1:16-18). Andrew introduced others to Jesus., including his brother, Peter. (John 
1:40). 

2. BARTHOLOMEW: Bartholomew Nathanael, son of Talmai, who was a missionary, who lived in 
Cana of Galilee. Many believe that he was the only disciple who came from royal blood. He 
preached with Philip in Phrygia and Hierapolis. He died as a martyr.  

3. JAMES, THE ELDER: James, the Elder, Boanerges, son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of John 
the Apostle. He was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida, Capernaum and Jerusalem. In AD 44, Her-
od beheaded him. (Acts 12:1,2). He was a man of courage and forgiveness, a man without jealousy, 
living in the shadow of John, a man of extraordinary faith. He was the first of the twelve disciples to 
become a martyr. 

4. JAMES, THE YOUNGER: James, the Younger, son of Alpheus and Mary, lived in Galilee. He was 
the brother of the Apostle Jude. He wrote the Epistle of James, preached in Palestine and Egypt 
and was crucified in Egypt. 

J E S U S ’  1 2  

A P O S T L E S  

5. JOHN: John Boanerges, son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of James. He was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida, 
Capernaum and Jerusalem and was the beloved Disciple of Jesus Christ. He was very ambitious and a man of action 
with an explosive temper and an intolerant heart. His second name was Boanerges, which means son of Thunder.  

6. JUDAS: Judas Iscariot, the traitor, was the son of Simon who lived in Kerioth of Judah. He betrayed Jesus for thirty 
pieces of silver and later hung himself (Matthew 26:14,16). It is so hard to see how someone who was so close to Jesus, 
who saw so many miracles and heard so much of the Master's teaching, could ever betray him into the hands of his 
enemies. There is no obvious reason as to why Judas betrayed Jesus; but it is not his betrayal that put Jesus on the 
cross-it was God’s divine plan to redeem us from our sins. 
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Fun Fact 

Thomas, one of the original 12 disciples of Jesus 
brought his testimony to India and formed the 
very first church in India. The Marthoma church 
is named after him! Marthoma means “St. 
Thomas”! 

The sign of the fish became very important to 
the early church. The Greek word for fish is 
"ichthys."Christians made an acrostic from this 
word: Iesous Christos Theou Yios Soter, i.e. Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior. When persecuted by 
Romans, Christians used the fish symbol to mark 
meeting places and tombs, or to distinguish 
friends from foes. If a stranger also drew a fish 
symbol in the dirt, both believers knew they 
were in good company.  

7. JUDE: Jude, Thaddeus, son of Alpheus and Mary. He was a broth-
er of James the Younger. He lived in Galilee and preached in Assyria 
and Persia and died a martyr in Persia. He was the man with three 
names." In Mark 3:18 he is called Thaddeus. In Matthew 10:3 he is 
called Lebbeus. In Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13 he is called Judas the 
brother of James. Judas Thaddeus also was called Judas the Zealot. 
He was an intense disciple with the dream of world power and domi-
nation by the Chosen People—the Jews. In John 14:22, he asked Je-
sus at the Last Supper, "But Lord, why do you intend to show your-
self to us and not to the world?" He healed many and converted 
many. He was killed with arrows at Ararat.  

8. MATTHEW: Matthew, or Levi, son of Alpheus, lived in Caperna-
um. He was a tax collector who wrote the Gospel that bears his 
name. He died a martyr in Ethiopia. The call of Matthew is men-
tioned in Mark 2:14, Matthew 9:9; and Luke 5:27-28. Matthew's names mean "a gift of God." The name Levi could have been given 
to him by Jesus. Matthew was unlike the other Apostles, who were all fishermen. The average man would have thought it impossi-
ble to reform Matthew, but to God all things are possible. Matthew became the first man to write down the teachings of Jesus. He 
was a missionary of the Gospel who laid down his life for the faith. 

9. PETER: Simon Peter, son of Jonas, was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida and Capernaum. He did evangelistic and missionary 
work among the Jews, going as far as Babylon. His Greek name was Simon (Mark 1:16; John 1:40, 41) and his Hebrew name was 
Cephas (1 Corinthians 1:12; 3:22; 9:5 and Galatians 2:9). The Greek meaning of Simon is “rock”. The Arabic meaning of Cephas is 
also the rock. Among the twelve, Peter was the leader. He stands out as a spokesman for all the Apostles. It is he who first con-
fessed Jesus and declared Him as the Son of the Living God. It is he who was at the Mount of Transfiguration. It is he who saw 
Jairus' daughter raised to life. Yet, it is he who, out of fear, denied Christ three times near the hour of Christ’s death. Peter was 
martyred on a cross. Peter requested that he might be crucified head downward so that he could kiss the feet of his Lord in death.  

10. PHILIP: Philip came from Bethsaida, the town from which Peter and Andrew came (John 1:44). In Acts 6:5; we have Philip as 
one of the seven ordained deacons. He had a successful campaign in Samaria. He led the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ (Acts 8:26). He 
also stayed with Paul in Caesarea (Acts 21:8) The Gospel of John shows Philip as one of the first of many to whom Jesus addressed 
the words, "Follow Me." When Philip met Christ, he immediately found Nathanael and told him "we have found him”. His approach 
is skeptic with simple faith in Christ and had a missionary instinct. Philip was a man with a warm heart and a pessimistic head.  

Vocabulary 

Disciple: A personal follower of Jesus during his life. 

Apostle: One who is sent by God. (Jesus designated the 12 
disciples to become the 12 apostles.) 

Missionary: A person sent by a church into an area to carry 
on evangelism or other activities. 

Martyr:  A person who is killed because of his/her religious 
or other beliefs. 

Faith: believing without seeing proof 

Zeal:  Eager desire or enthusiasm  

Sacrifice:  To surrender or give up something  

 11. SIMON: Simon, the Zealot, called the Canaanite or Zealots who lived 
in Galilee. Simon was a man with bitter hatred for anyone who dared to 
compromise with Rome. Yet, Simon clearly emerged as a man of faith. He 
abandoned all his hatred for the faith that he showed toward his Master 
and the love that he was willing to share with the rest of the disciples and 
especially Matthew, the Roman tax collector. 

12. THOMAS: Thomas Didymus lived in Galilee. He travelled to Parthia, 
Persia, and India, suffering martyrdom near Madras, at Mt. St. Thomas, In-
dia. Thomas was his Hebrew name and Didymus was his Greek name. 
Thomas appeared in the raising of Lazarus (John 11:2-16).In John 20:25, we 
see him saying unless he sees the nail prints in Jesus' hand and the gash of 
the spear in His side he will not believe. That's why Thomas became known 
as “Doubting Thomas.” Jesus invited Thomas to put his finger in the nail 
prints in his hands and in his side. Here, we see Thomas making the greatest 
confession of faith, "My Lord and my God." Thomas' doubts were trans-
formed into belief after touching Jesus.  Jesus asks these ordinary men to 
be ready to suffer for the Kingdom of God. Read Mathew 10: 17-20 and see 
what Jesus promises. (Hint: They will never be alone!)  



 

 

I) Fill in the blanks: 

Jesus said to Simon and Andrew, “___________and I will make 
you_________________.” 

James the elder, son of ______________and _________________. 

____________, Son of Jonas, was a fisherman who lived in __________ and 
_________________. 

II) Short answers: 

Name the twelve disciples of Jesus and list at least one characteristic for each one 
of them. 

What was the job of the 12 Apostles? For what purpose did Jesus call them?  

Let’s Review! 

Faith in Action 

Like the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ - when we listen to God’s calling and follow him we show the act of disciple-
ship. Being a disciple is not easy work! Instead, it requires commitment to follow the teachings of God even when 
others do not. Through our actions and words, we  teach others in society about how they can also follow Jesus.  

Like the disciples, we must be able to sacrifice our time and need to possess qualities like zeal and courage in order 
to be effective disciples of Christ. “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” (Roman 
11: 12) 

God chose very ordinary people to witness the glory of Jesus’ limited time on Earth. These disciples were so con-
vinced of what they had experienced that they not only spread Christianity to all the corners of the earth—many 
were willing to die for their beliefs. If God has powerfully used ordinary people in the past, He yearns to use us too.  

I will choose to follow Jesus everyday, even when it is difficult by leading a selfless life, ready to make   sacrifices 
for God’s ministry. 

I will keep all my senses open for His calling at all times.  

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, Thank you for 
teaching the basic values of 
discipleship through the story 
of the life of the twelve disci-
ples. Help us to look for your 
calling and give us a selfless 
heart to help our fellow 
brothers. In Your precious 
name we pray, Amen.   

Values for My Life 

 
 



 

Sermon on the Mount 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 8  

Have you ever been told you have an attitude?  Our atti-

tude helps define who we are and Jesus expects us to ap-

proach our lives with a Christian attitude.  

What’s a Christian attitude? Good question! Keep reading 

to find out! 

Mathew 5: 1-2; 14-16; 21-22; 43-44; 

Mathew 6: 2-4; 19-21(NRSV) 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then 

he began to speak, and taught them, saying:   

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under 

the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall 

be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a 

brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a 

brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, 

2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 

may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their re-

ward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. 

 
 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

1Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSV) 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
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The Sermon on the Mount is a very famous set of Jesus's teachings. He addresses all as-
pects of practical Christian life. Jesus tries to explain that we should set our attitudes to-
wards God. Actions that are motivated by greed, selfishness, pride, and anger are focused 
on our own desires. Instead we should seek first the Kingdom of God, and then God’s de-
sires for us will fill our lives. Jesus also reminds the disciples that even good outward deeds 
also require a good heart of motivation—or the good deeds become meaningless and self-
serving. The visible actions and the invisible thoughts must match in order to truly reflect a 
Christian attitude! 

1. You are the light of the world: At first this seems like a strange statement! Don’t we have 

electricity for that? What does Jesus mean? Jesus is trying to tell us that we are to live as exam-

ples for others. It is our job to be a “shining” example for those around us. Think that no one is 

looking at how you act? Think again! When you call yourself a Christian, you are like a city that is 

on a hill---everyone looks to you to see what God has commanded. We should therefore feel 

inspired to live according to God’s commands so that others may also come to see God through 

us. 

2. Anger and Murder: At first it may seem like there is a HUGE difference between just being 

angry and actually killing someone. Jesus tells us that anger separates us from each other. It 

makes it hard for us to treat other people with kindness. If we allow the anger in our heart to 

influence our actions, we are hurting others. Even if it doesn’t result in someone’s physical 

death, by acting out of anger, we are killing the relationship between God’s children. We should 

therefore be slow to anger and quick to forgive, just as God is towards us. 

3. Loving your Enemies: This is one of the hardest teachings to follow. It is easy to treat others 

with kindness when they respond the same way to us. However, when others treat us unfairly, 

we need to still respond with our kindness and love. Think this is impossible to love those who 

are mean to us, reject us, or hurt us? Jesus is the ultimate example of one who prays for his ene-

mies while being persecuted. See what Jesus says at the cross about those who are crucifying 

him (See Luke 23:34). Jesus shows us that prayer is the answer for any persecution we face from 

others—not retaliation. 

4. Giving to Charity: Giving to those who are less fortunate and do not have enough resources is 

a very noble thing to do. There are many people who are in need and our support is very valua-

ble to them. However, Jesus warns us that we should give to others with a cheerful heart. We 

should not seek recognition or praise from the people around us. Instead we should know that 

God sees all things—whether the things we are good or bad. We will be rewarded by God for 

our good actions and should not seek recognition from the world. 

S E R M O N  O N  T H E  M O U N T  
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Re-read the verses from the lesson. Think about what each of these sections are trying to tell us 

about how we should treat each other. Split the rectangle diagonally into 2 triangles. Label one “You 

have heard” and the other one “But I tell you.”  Draw in each of the boxes each set of verses to un-

derstand each of Jesus’ teachings in contrast to what “has been taught” in the past. 
Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel bas-

ket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 
‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to 
judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a broth-
er or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a 

brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 
20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

 

 

 

 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 



 
 

 

1) For where your ----treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

2) Love your enemies and pray for all those who persecute 
you. 

3) But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing. 

Let’s Review! 

Vocabulary 
Alms: money, clothes, food, and other things given to poor people 

Retaliation: to do something bad to someone who has hurt you or treated you badly : to get revenge 

against someone 

Liable: legally responsible for something 

Persecute: to treat (someone) cruelly or unfairly especially because of race or religious or political beliefs 

Hypocrite: a person who claims or pretends to have certain beliefs about what is right but who behaves 
in a way that disagrees with those beliefs 

Faith in Action 

Jesus teaches us about the Christian attitude. This includes how to love our enemies and how we 
should take care of the poor.  It may not seem easy to live a Christian life but we have an example. Re-
member Jesus showed love to his enemies, took care of the poor, and was motivated by his love for 
others in all of his actions. Discuss with a classmate how can you apply these teachings to your daily 
activities? 

I will change my attitude and follow Christ’s example. I make a pledge to make the following change 
this week: 
_____________________________________________________________________________.  

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Heavenly Father, Lord, we know that 
it is not easy to follow in your footsteps 
and lead a life filled with the Christian atti-
tude. We ask that you give us discipline 
and be with us in our thoughts and actions 
so that we can become more like you every 
day. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

Values for My Life 



 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said 
to him, “You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live.” 
 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of rob-
bers, who stripped him, beat him, and went 
away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; 
and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while trav-
eling came near him; and when he saw him, 
he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him.  
 
35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of 
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these 

three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one 
who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 
likewise.” 

Love Your Neighbor! 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  1 9  

Some days, we find it hard to love the people we know because 

they drive us crazy. Imagine how hard it is then to be kind and 

loving to someone who is your sworn enemy! But, Jesus shows 

us in this story that everyone deserves our mercy and kind-

ness—even the people we may like the least. Luke 10:25-37 (NRSV) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Luke 6:36 (NRSV) 
Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful. 
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Discussion: 

 
Who is your neighbor? 

Do you think Jesus 

meant only the 

people who live close 

to you? 

 

Who do you think 

loved the Lord the 

most—the priest, the 

Levite, or the 

Samaritan? Why? 

Bible Exploration 

In
tr

od
uc

ti
on

 
The Old Testament was used by the Jews not only as a record of their history, but also to 
form their laws and acceptable practices. Jesus, in His teaching, does not create a new com-
mandment, but rather wants to show the Jewish people that God’s word is living and 
breathing! Deuteronomy 6:5 teaches us to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and 
mind; and that we should love our neighbors as we love ourselves. By telling the story He 
also shows us that the Kingdom of God requires action – not just talk! 

This text begins with Jesus’ conversation with a Jewish teacher of the Law. The 
Teachers of the Law spent their time studying the scriptures and were religious 
leaders. After Jesus taught the great commandments, the man was trying to justify 
himself. His questions were aimed to question Jesus’ teachings. However, Jesus is 
not so easily tricked and Jesus decides to tell them a parable, a story, to make his 
ideas clear. 
 
A man was walking from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked by robbers. 
They took all of his money and left him half dead on the side of the road. Soon a 
priest came by. He went to the other side of the road and did not help the man. 
Next a Levite (priest’s assistant) came by. He stopped and looked at the man, but 
then he also walked by on the other side. 
 
Finally, a man who was not liked came by. He was from a place called Samaria, so 
he was called a Samaritan. Jews and Samaritans were sworn enemies at this time!  
However, this Samaritan  stopped and helped the Jewish man. He put medicine on 
the wounds and took him to a hotel, where he continued to look after the hurt 
man. The next day, the Samaritan gave the owner of the hotel some money and 
asked him to care for the man. The money was about two days’ wages. The Samari-
tan said when he got back he could pay more money if the man needed it. 
 
Then Jesus asked the religious scholar, “Which one of these men was a neighbor to 
the hurt man--the priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan? The man answered, “It was 
the one who showed him kindness—the Samaritan.” Jesus then told him to go and 
love others in the same way. 

L O V E  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R !  
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Fun Fact 

Tefillin (Phylacteries) are a pair of black leather boxes containing Hebrew parchment scrolls. A set includes 
two tefillin—one for the head and one for the arm. The tefillin on the arm represents the opportunity to 
serve God through action, and the tefillin on the head represents the opportunity to serve God with the mind 
through study and belief. The scroll contains the Scriptures of Deuteronomy 6:4-9, known as the Shema. (Go 
take a look to see what it says!)   

Draw a circle before the words that show the following: 

I can be a good neighbor if I am: angry - loving - kind - selfish - bold. 

I can be a good neighbor to: a stranger - my friends - a citizen - a lady - a boy. 

 

Pretend that a new child has just moved into our neighborhood. Based on the lesson we 

learnt what should we do? Select A or B which you feel is the important action that you 

should do and discuss among others what their choices were. 

Activity 

Vocabulary 

Jerusalem- the capital of Israel and holy city of the Jews 

Jericho- town in the Jordan Valley. Known as the world’s oldest town 

Samaritan - a person from Samaria; the Jews didn't like Samaritans 

Priest - a religious leader of the Jews 

Levite - a member of the tribe of the priests 

A B 

Visit his or her home. Attend prayer and Church meetings. 

Invite him or her to your home. Make your home a place where Heavenly Father’s Spirit can 
be. 

Learn something about the child. Read the scriptures. 

Talk with him or her. Pray 

Do something for the child. Obey the commandments. 

Do something for his or her family. Serve others. 

Invite the child to join your activities. Pray for Heavenly Father’s Spirit to be with you. 



 

 

 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your ______ , and with 

all your soul, and with all your __________ , and with all your 
mind; and your __________ as yourself. 

 
Which man stopped to help the man who was on the side of the 

road? (Circle the correct answer) 
a. the priest b. the Samaritan c. the Levite 
 

Short Answers 
 

What did the priest and the Levite do when they saw the man vs 
what did the Samaritan do? 

 
Why did Jesus tell this story? 
 

Let’s Review! 

What are some ways we can show kindness to others? There are so many examples: writing a get-well card 
to a sick person, praying with someone, or helping someone carry their groceries home are just a few. 
Think about times when others have been kind to you. Did it make a difference in your life? When we show 
kindness to others, it gives us an opportunity to share with them about the love of Jesus. We can tell them 
how much He loves them. We should not miss an opportunity to love someone in Jesus’ name! 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear God, please help me 

learn how to love other and be 

a good Samaritan to those in 

need. Help me to accept other 

and show kindness even when 

we may not want to. Amen.  

 

Values for My Life 

 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to love everyone around me, including strangers and those who are not kind to me. 



Genesis 32:24-31 (NRSV) 
24Jacob was left alone; and a man      

wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he did not     

prevail against Jacob, he struck him on 

the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put 

out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 

is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not 

let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So 

he said to him, “What is your name?” 

And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man 

said, “You shall no longer be called  

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 

with God and with humans, and have 

prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he 

said, “Why is it that you ask my 

name?” And there he blessed him. 
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel,   

saying, “For I have seen God face to 

face, and yet my life is preserved.” 
31 The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Peniel, limping because of his hip.  

Jacob Wrestles with God 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  2  

You’re about to read and witness the most epic battle in history!      

Seriously, the one-on-one showdown that all WWE, MMA, and other 

initialed fighting championships base their ‘fights’ on- Jacob (a.k.a. 

“Israel”) vs. Mr. Mystery Man (a.k.a. “God”). Whoa…. they even have 

stage names!  

Your creative juices are flowing, and you just gotta make this fight come 

to life! But what do you do when the skeptics get a hold of your      

creation, and start questioning the authenticity of this B.C. skirmish?  

MEMORY VERSE: 

Genesis 32:28 (NRSV) 
Then the man said, “You shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven with God and with humans, and 
have prevailed.”  
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tricked Esau into selling his birthright. And stealing his brother’s blessing.  And running 

away from home.  And.... you get the idea.  Well, now Jacob’s past comes back to haunt 

him, as he’s all grown up and forced to return to his home land to face his brother, and his 

own past sins.  But before he gets there, he gets into a wrestling match with none other 

than God!  God has bigger plans, and it involves 

Jacob learning how to toughen up a bit. 

J A C O B  W R E S T L E S  W I T H  G O D  

Activity: The Comic 
Genius 

V. 24 - Jacob… wrestled… daybreak V. 25 - …hip socket…  V. 26 - ...Let me go...bless me. 

V. 27/28 - … Jacob….Israel... V. 29/30 - ...Please tell me your name... V. 31 - … sun rose…limping... 

Vocabulary 

Prevail: To be victorious, or to prove to be more pow-
erful than others. 

Striven: To try and achieve something, or to win at 
something 

Skeptic: A person who questions or doubts someone’s 
opinion. 
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Some of your art subscribers are skeptics who do not appreciate your high art! Discuss and answer each as 

best as you can. “Why not?” is not a good enough answer!  

V. 24 - “Uh… a stranger 

just attacked you! Why 

are you fighting back?”  

V. 25 - “If the ‘man’ 

had special hip-break 

powers, why only use 

it at the end?” 

V. 26 - “Who asks for a 

blessing after getting 

his hip joint messed 

with?” 

 

V. 29/30 - “Why would 

God want to show up as 

Mr. Mystery Man?” 

V. 27/28 - “What’s in a 

name? Why did God 

change his name?  

Jacob seems good..” 

V. 31 - “So God never 

healed him, in the 

end? Why not?” 

Artist extraordinaire ___________________ 

(your name) has created a thought-provoking 

comic strip that is bound to make you      

reconsider your stance on the best wrestling 

match of all time! 

Our artist, who has based their work off of the 

well known Genesis 32:24-31, managed to 

capture many of the big issues that we, as 

average people, deal with every day!  We 

here at Bible News 101 are here to help our 

readers understand the genius behind the art 

and the Bible portion. 

The heart of the Genesis 32 story is one of 

change.  The easiest one to notice is clearly 

highlighted in window 4 of our artist’s draw-

ing, which is when Jacob’s name is changed 

to Israel.  This is big news, faithful readers: 

the only time God changes someone’s name 

is when something grand is in store for that 

person!  

Another big transition (one that involves a bit 

of research) is that Jacob goes from being a 

‘cheater’ (Gen 27:21) to a person of God 

(Gen 35:7).  What a miraculous personality 

change!  Local witnesses that we interviewed 

never would have thought that Little Lying 

Jacob would ever turn around and be able to 

live a life of honesty.  

But learning to always tell the truth is just 

what God planned, and He did that through 

teaching Jacob that he should stop trying to 

‘win’ (over his brother), and instead ‘lose’ to 

God’s plan.    Need convincing on that loss? 

Check out window 2 for our artist’s rendition 

of the secret move that God pulled! 

But the biggest change of all, and one that 

our talented artist has completely captured, is 

the fact that Jacob, despite being super 

blessed, still submitted himself completely to 

God for a blessing, as seen in window 3.  

The fact that Jacob was able to humble   

himself proves to us everyday people that 

Jacob really can change.  Perhaps that is 

what our artist was trying to show us– that 

only by understanding, submitting, and re-

ceiving blessings from God will we grow to 

greatness. 

And for our readers who are confused: Jacob 

is the son of Issac, who was the son of our 

favorite Patriarch, Abram, a.k.a. Abraham 

from lesson 1. Jacob goes on to have 12 

sons… who become the 12 tribes of, you 

guessed it, Israel!   Jacob is (another) Patri-

arch of the Jewish nation.  Like grandfather, 

like son! 

So, our faithful readers, next time God puts 

you in a difficult position, give it your best 

shot and don’t hesitate to ask God for help.  

He might be putting you there to prepare you 

for something greater! 

For more cutting edge Bible artwork, contact your local 6th grade 

Sunday School! 

Extra, Extra: ‘Jacob Wrestles’ comic is a sensation! 



 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, thank you for 
teaching us about your love 
and fairness through the 
story of Jacob.  Teach us to 
stand firm in the face of 
danger, and to accept any 
challenges that come our 
way.  Also, help us to rely 
on You in everything we do.  
In Your precious name we 
pray, Amen. 

Values for My Life 
In our Bible story, when faced with a wrestling match, Jacob committed himself 100%.  Even 

after losing, he had the grace to ask for a blessing from the winner. 

As a comic book artist, you just had the chance to fend off some tough criticisms by our skep-

tics- a fight that exists purely in words. 

It’s this second type of battle that is, in many ways,  harder than a simple wrestling match.  

When people come and question who God is, why He did 

something, or why He didn’t do something... what do you 

say?  Will you run away, like Jacob of the past, or will you 

stand your ground and give it your best, like Israel? 

And don’t forget- even if you walk away with a scar or two 

of your own, know that God will always support and guide 

you.  And those scars are just there to help toughen you 

up for the next big fight! 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to stand my ground and to accept the chal-

lenges placed before me.  I will also remember to always 

rely on God, and to never be ashamed to ask Him for help! 

Let’s Review! 
Fill Ins 

1. Jacob wrestled with a man until _________________.   

2. Jacob called the place that he wrestled ____________________. 

3. When Jacob left, he walked 

___________________________________________. 

Short Answers 

1. Who wrestled with Jacob and how did the fight end?  

2. What is his new name and what does it mean? 

Remember! “God will always win the wrestling match; if we 
were smart, then the sooner we submit, the better.”  

~Relevant Magazine 

Lesson 2 writers: A. Kurian, B. Babu, A. Varughese          Lesson 2 editors: Rev. V.M. Mathew, G. Babu, B. Babu          Lesson 2 formatting: B. Kurian, R. Mathew          Lesson 2 artwork: E. Forgione, A. Mathew, S. Abraham 

Curriculum created by NERSS teachers, for Mar Thoma educational use only.   (August 2014)          Questions or comments should be directed to: MTCGrade6@gmail.com 
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Mal-lu-pi-di-chu 

“Wrestled”  



 

1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. 2 A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 
collector and was wealthy. 3 He want-
ed to see who Jesus was, but because 
he was short he could not see over the 
crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way. 
 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down imme-
diately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So 
he came down at once and welcomed him glad-
ly. 
 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
“He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 
“Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my pos-
sessions to the poor, and if I have cheated any-
body out of anything, I will pay back four times 
the amount.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

 

Zacchaeus, get off that tree! 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  2 0  

A tax collector who goes by the name Zacchaeus was one of the 

shortest people we know in the Bible. But what he lacks in height, 

he makes up in personality. He was one of the meanest, most self-

ish people known at the time. Then one day an opportunity comes 

along when Jesus passes through his town looking for a place to 

stay and Zacchaeus, of all people, ends up hosting the most honor-

able guest in history. You may be wondering how this notorious 

tax collector was given this big break. But that’s the beauty of Je-

sus. He came for the needy—not the financially needy, but the 

spiritually poor and He knew that the heart of Zacchaeus needed 

the touch of Jesus’ love.  

Luke 19:10(NRSV) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Luke 15:10(NRSV) 
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of angels of 
God over one sinner who repents. 
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Bible Exploration 

In
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 As you read this passage, you get to experience the excitement and all the attention Jesus 
has drawn just by passing through the streets of Jericho. But imagine you were a short man 
like Zacchaeus and having a hard time finding him in the crowd. Would you go to such great 
lengths to climb a tree just to see Jesus? Perhaps not, unless you really do enjoy doing that 
on a daily basis. But the remarkable part of the story is that Jesus wanted to meet Zacchae-
us and stay with him. Could you imagine how others may have felt when Jesus wanted to 
stay with a tax collector over the “good people?” 
It’s definitely hard to understand, but Jesus isn’t shy about breaking norms. He’s trying to 
make a point here. After all, he’s come to help those who need him the most. And don’t 
you think people who are lost in their ways need Jesus the most?  

1. Serving those who need it the most—Jesus specifically picked Zacchaeus’ home 
to stay at because he’s the one person who needed to learn the most from Jesus’ 
teachings. Throughout the Gospels you can see that Jesus served the poor, the 
blind, the weak, the injured and the helpless. But he didn’t forget about tax collec-
tors, thieves, and criminals. In our lives we should strive to serve similarly—with an 
open heart.  
 
2. Serving even under controversial settings—Jesus was a very controversial person 
during his time. His actions confused people. He spoke with authority, he healed 
people even when it was the Sabbath, and he interacted with those who society 
considered evil or unclean. Through Jesus we see that God reaches out to everyone 
and yearns to meet people in their circumstances. Serving under any circumstance 
is an undertaking, but doing things outside your comfort zones is an extraordinary 
feat. Jesus tells us that he came not to abolish the current laws, but to fulfill them. 
(Mathew 5:17). Through his actions, Jesus shows what it means to live our lives in 
accordance with God’s laws in a meaningful way. We are not meant to leave any-
one as outcasts from the Kingdom of Heaven.   
 
3. A service that can deliver long-lasting change—Zacchaeus became a changed 
man as soon as Jesus asked to stay over at his house. He decided to share his 
wealth to the poor and give back more than what he’s collected in tax. By his kind 
words and sincerity, Jesus has the power to change a person’s heart and undo the 
selfishness that used to rule in Zacchaeus’ heart. The changes Zacchaeus experienc-
es are not only quick but are also life altering. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17 for why this 
is!)  

Z A C C H A E U S ,  G E T  O F F  T H A T  T R E E !  



P A G E  3  G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  2 0  

Fun Fact 

Did you know that Amos, a minor prophet and author of Amos, used to be a sycamore tree farmer before he 
was called to prophesize and speak against the oppression of the poor and needy? 

A Tree of Change  

 

[Art: Have a barren, leafless tree to the left with line space on the trunk for students to write 

in. Also include a lively, fruitful tree to the right with line space on the trunk.] 

 

When Zacchaeus climbed the Sycamore fig tree, it was his first step toward change. Now, if 

you’ve never seen this tree before, it’s known for it’s great height and ability to bear fruit.  

For this activity, on the barren tree describe how Zacchaues was before he met Jesus. On the 

fruitful tree to the right, describe ways Zaccheus changed when he decided to be a better per-

son for Jesus.  

(Use Luke 19 as your guide) 

Activity 

Vocabulary 

Sycamore fig tree — A large fig tree that’s a source for many living things, including birds and 
insects.a 

Controversy—The act of engaging in a public disagreement 

Salvation—Deliverance from evil 

Notorious: being famous for doing bad things  



 

“Dear Lord, thank you 

for coming into this 

world as a great teacher 

and deliverer for all peo-

ple. Help us to be more 

like you to those who 

need guidance the most. 

Amen.” 

Fill-ins:  

1. Jesus entered ____________ and was passing through. Then a man 
was there by the name of ____________; he was a 
______________and was ______________. 

2. Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus, but because he was 
____________ he __________the crowd. So he _______________ and 
_____________ a ________________ tree to see him, since Jesus was 
coming that way. 

3. The people saw this and began to mutter, 
“_______________________________.” 

 

Short Answer:  

1. What did Zacchaeus do when people wondered why Jesus decided 
to stay at his house?  

2. Why did Jesus say salvation has come to Zaccheus’ house?  

Let’s Review! 

 

Closing Prayer:  

 

Values for My Life 

 

Faith in Action 
“I will choose to serve those who are lost and love those who are not loved so that everyone may 
know how Jesus saved through me.” 

Source: 

a Nature PBS. The Queen of Trees. Educational Broadcasting Corporation. http://www.pbs.org/
wnet/nature/episodes/the-queen-of-trees/introduction/1362/. 28 April 2014. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/the-queen-of-trees/introduction/1362/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/the-queen-of-trees/introduction/1362/


caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. 26Then Judah said to 

his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal 

his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay 

our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 

brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, 

they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to 

the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph 

to Egypt. 
31Then they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped 

the robe in the blood. 32They had the long robe with sleeves 

taken to their father, and they said, “This we have found; see 

now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33He recognized it, 

and said, “It is my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him; 

Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.”  
36Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, 

one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard. 

2a This is the story of the family of Jacob.  Joseph, being 

seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his 

brothers…. 2cand Joseph brought a bad report of them 

to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 

other of his children, because he was the son of his old 

age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But 

when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not 

speak peaceably to him. 
5Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 

brothers, they hated him even more.  
12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock 

near Shechem. 13aAnd Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 

your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I 

will send you to them.” 
17bSo Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at 

Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he 

came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They 

said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come 

now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; 

then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, 

and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But 

when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 

hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to 

them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in 

the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might 

rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his   

father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they 

stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that 

he wore; 24aand they took him and threw him into a pit. 
25aThen they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a 

Genesis 37:Multi-Verse (NRSV) 

Joseph’s Brothers Make Some Bad Choices 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  3  

Are you the oldest child, always getting in trouble? How about the middle 

child, where you feel like you are constantly ignored?  Maybe you’re an 

only child, without any siblings to keep the loneliness away.   Or perhaps 

you are the baby in the family, tattling on your bad older siblings, earning a 

special coat from your parents, and being graced with dreams from God.   

If this is you, maybe you might understand Joseph, Jacob/Israel’s son. As 

one of the youngest in the family, Joseph feels like he’s pretty special to be 

gifted with all these blessings.  After all, who doesn’t like being everyone’s 

favorite kid son?  But, will little Joseph be able to maintain his cool when 

his own jealous brothers do something unthinkably mean?   

     MEMORY VERSE: 

     Psalm 68:20 (NRSV) 
     Our God is a God of salvation, 
             and to God, the Lord, belongs 
     escape from death. 
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Bible Exploration 

In
tr
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tio
n In our previous lesson, we learned about Jacob (Israel) losing to God in an all-night 

wrestling match.  Well, looks like his children are just as feisty as he is!  Joseph, the 

second youngest of Jacob’s children, tends to get himself into trouble a lot.  Joseph’s 

older brothers don’t seem to have a lot of patience for his behavior. But, when these 

big brothers are presented with a choice to fix or destroy the family, will they be able 

to make the right decision without letting hatred get in the way? 

J O S E P H ’ S  B R O T H E R S  M A K E  S O M E  B A D  C H O I C E S  

Discuss: Does birth 
order matter?  Is being 

the oldest, middle, 
youngest, or only child 

the easiest?  Why were 
Joseph’s brothers so 

angry at Joseph?  

Vocabulary 

Vengeful:  Wanting to hurt someone because that person hurt you. (“Revenge”) 

Siblings: Brothers and/or sisters.  

Dominion: Being completely in control. 

Conspire: Secret plans that aren’t usually nice. 

Joseph has a number of older siblings, including some very jealous brothers.   

Most of Genesis 37 focuses on the choices that Joseph’s brothers made.  In each          

instance, they could have made a choice that fixed all the problems, but instead 

they chose to follow the hateful, vengeful path 

In the next assignment, work through the choices that the brothers made.         

Brainstorm ideas that the brothers COULD have taken to fix the problem, then 

write what they actually did.  Don’t forget to cite the Bible verse that your answers 

come from! 

Fun Fact: Joseph is, in fact, not the youngest of 
the brothers!  Actually, it’s little Benjamin that 
has the official title.  But we don’t hear much 
about Benjamin till much later in the tale.  
(Can’t wait? Check out Genesis 42.)  

No so fun fact: Joseph was undersold. You see, the going rate for slaves at that time was 30 pieces 
of silver (Ex 21:32).  Why would Joseph’s brothers price him at 20 pieces of silver?  Maybe to get rid 
of him as fast as they could, with no questions or bartering allowed.  Ouch!  
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2aJoseph, being seventeen 
years old, was shepherding 
the flock with his brothers.... 
2cand Joseph brought a bad 
report of them to their    
father.  

The brothers COULD have: 

3Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than any other of his 
children, because he was 
the son of his old age; and 
he had made him a long 
robe with sleeves. 

5Once Joseph had a 
dream, and when he 
told it to his brothers… 

17b So Joseph went after his 
brothers, and found them 
at Dothan. 18a They saw 
him from a distance, and 
before he came near to 
them... 

Instead they:  

The brothers COULD have: 

Instead they:  

The brothers COULD have: 

Instead they:  

The brothers COULD have: 

Instead they:  
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22 Reuben said to [the 
brothers], “Shed no 
blood...” 

Reuben COULD have then said:  

23 So when Joseph 
came to his broth-
ers, 

28 When some Midianite 
traders passed by, they 
drew Joseph up, lifting him 
out of the pit, and... 

31 Then they took 
Joseph’s robe... 

Instead he:  

The brothers COULD 
have: 

Instead they:  

The brothers COULD have: 

Instead they:  

The brothers 
COULD have: 

Instead they:  

Outcome-  

Joseph is sold in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s 
officials, and the Captain of the Guard (verse 36) 

What’s going to happen to him??? 



 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, this week we ask 
that You help us learn how 
to withhold our anger and 
frustration at people or     
situations that we find      
ourselves in.  Teach us to be 
the better person, to forgive 
others who have sinned 
against us, and to not hold 
onto jealousy, like Joseph’s 
brothers did.  In Your name 
we pray, Amen. 

Values for My Life 
Joseph’s brothers get a pretty bad reputation for hating on everyone’s favorite little guy.  But think 

about it- how many times in your life have you been tattled on, been put down, or just simply have 

been given the ‘short end of the stick’?  Sometimes we feel like we have the right to act out or hate 

someone.  But God gave us the ability to make our own choices.  In the end, our choices should always 

be what’s right according to God, and not what’s right according to us.  It’s tough, but remember, folks: 

__________________________________________! (Luke 1:37... go look that up and fill in the blank.) 

Faith in Action 
I will make the right choices in life, even when it means that I have to swallow my own pride. 

Fill Ins 

1. Israel/Jacob sends Joseph to find his brothers.  Joseph first travels 

to __________________ before locating them at  ____________. 

2. Joseph is sold to the ____________________, who came with the 

Ishmaelite caravan, bound for ___________________________. 

Short Answers 

1. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate Joseph so much? (Give 3 reasons) 

2. Is it normal for siblings to get angry at each other?  What is not 

normal about the fighting going on between these brothers? 

Let’s Review! 
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Sah - ho - tha - rin - gal 

“Brothers”  



 

Pharaoh’s Killer Dream Cows 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  4  

When you fall asleep, what type of dream to you hope for?  Perhaps your sweet dreams are made of traveling the world and the seven 

seas.  Maybe you’re a bit more modern, and (pretend to) drive Cadillacs in your dreams.  Or in the middle of the night, you find yours  

(in your dream) walking in your sleep, from the mountains of faith, to rivers so deep. 

But what about those nights when you jolt awake- heart pounding, sweat pouring, and slowly tiptoe to your parents’ room to see if they 

can make room for you in their bed, (c’mon, admit it)!   

Why do we dream?  And what is the cause of those horrible nightmares?  Pharaoh has some similar questions, and there’s only one guy 

that could give him a straight answer: Joseph.  

Before We Begin! 
Discuss: Who is Pharaoh? Is it a good idea or a bad idea to give Pharaoh an answer that 

displeases him? 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Genesis 41:16 (NRSV) 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not I; God 
will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”  

Draw a sleeping 

Pharaoh 
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Hold on!  What type of dreams are these?  Killer cows that don’t suffer from extreme weight gain?    

Carnivorous grain? (Or, are the grains ‘herbivores’, since the grain is     technically eating…. grain.)  In 

any case, before we continue with our reading, put your thinking caps on, and start analyzing these two 

peculiar (and bizarre) dreams! Write your own interpretation of the dreams below.  Be creative! 

 

 

 

Let’s quickly recap why Joseph was called in by Pharaoh 

to interpret his dreams. 

From a young age, Joseph was referred to as a 

“___________” (Genesis 37:17). 

He had multiple dreams as a child, and sometimes it 

made his brothers ________________.  (Read Genesis 

37:5-11 to find out more!) 

At the end of our last lesson, Joseph was sold to Potipher, the Captain of the Guard. 

P H A R A O H ’ S  K I L L E R  D R E A M  C O W S  

Part 1: Genesis 41:15-23 (NRSV) 
15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have 

heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It 

is not I; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was 

standing on the banks of the Nile; 18and seven cows, fat and sleek, came up out of the Nile and fed in 

the reed grass. 19Then seven other cows came up after them, poor, very ugly, and thin. Never had I 

seen such ugly ones in all the land of Egypt. 20The thin and ugly cows ate up the first seven fat cows, 
21but when they had eaten them no one would have known that they had done so, for they were still 

as ugly as before. Then I awoke. 22I fell asleep a second time and I saw in my dream seven ears of grain, 

full and good, growing on one stalk, 23and seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, 

sprouting after them; 24and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. But when I told it to the 

magicians, there was no one who could explain it to me.” 

പശു 

Pa  -  shu 

“Cow”  
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         Joseph was doing a great job in Potipher’s house, until he got into trouble for something that he 

didn’t do.  Joseph found himself in prison, where he met some people who worked for the Pharaoh.  

These workers had some weird dreams of their own.  With God’s help, Joseph explained the dreams to 

Pharaoh’s workers, which was pretty  impressive.  But– the most amazing part is that these dream         

interpretations ended up coming true!  Years later, when Pharaoh was  desperately trying to figure out 

his own dreams, it was one of these same 

workers who remembered Joseph in prison, 

and suggested that they bring him to get to 

the bottom of the mystery. 

And now, it’s Joseph’s chance to interpret 

Pharaoh’s dreams; he doesn’t take the       

credit, as you will soon see.  But Joseph has 

to tread carefully.  Pharaoh is not exactly the 

nicest guy, and a bad dream  interpretation just might spell doom for Joseph.  What will Joseph do? 

 Part 2: Genesis 41:25-27, 29-30, 32 (NRSV) 

Joseph’s news, while coming from God, is probably not going to win him any brownie points.  Pharaoh 

is known for killing people that get on his bad side, (check out Genesis 40:19).   

What do you think Pharaoh is thinking right now?  Hypothesize! 
   

 

 

 

 

 

But Joseph had more than dream interpretation talents up his sleeve.  He was also blessed with a quick 

brain, one who understood Pharaoh’s moods.  Of course he had a plan!   

Let’s see how Pharaoh takes Joseph’s suggestions. 

Fun Fact: The dreams that Joseph either had or interpret-
ed always comes in pairs!   

First, his own two dreams: Gen 37:5-11 

Then the dream of two fellow prisoners: Gen 40:9-19 

And finally, the double trouble of Pharaoh: Gen 41:17-32 

Why was this the case?  Read Gen 41:32 below to see a 
possible reason! 

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same; God has revealed to      

Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are 

seven years; the dreams are one. 27The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven 

years, as are the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind. They are seven years of famine.   29There 

will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. 30After them there will arise 

seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; the famine will         

consume the land.  32And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and 

God will shortly bring it about.  



PART 3: Genesis 41:34, 36, 39-40 (NRSV) 
 [Joseph said:] 34 “Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land, and take one-fifth 

of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven plenteous years.  36 That food shall be a 

reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to befall the land of Egypt, so 

that the land may not perish through the famine.” 

39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is no one so discerning 

and wise as you. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as 

you command; only with regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”  

Wow.  Our ‘little Joseph’ has risen quite a lot, from being a lowly tattling shepherd with a cool 

coat, to advising Pharaoh on how to govern! With this new promotion, Joseph is now the 2nd in 

command in all of Egypt.  

Did you notice who both Joseph and Pharaoh gave credit to?  (Don’t remember? Check verses 

16, 25, and 39.)  Why didn’t Joseph and Pharaoh take the credit themselves?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened Joseph’s brothers, or to Jacob,         

Joseph’s father?   

Well... be sure to check out Genesis 42-45!   

It’s a dramatic and fingernail biting-ending, but one 

that ends with a joyous reunion all around. 

Vocabulary 

Pharaoh: Title for the supreme ruler of 
Egypt.  

Interpret: explain the meaning of something 

Sleek: smooth and healthy 

Ears of grain: the top of a cereal plant (like 
wheat or barley) where the grain is located.  

Withered: becoming dry and shriveled 

Blighted: a plant that has been infected with 
a disease or mold 

Famine: very little food 

Overseer: a person who is a boss to others 

Produce: things that have been grown 
(farming) 

Perish: death 

Discerning: having good judgment  



 

 

Fill Ins 

1. During the dream, Pharaoh was standing on the ___________ of the 

___________. 

2. Both the seven good cows and seven ears of grain represented 

_________ ______________. 

3. Joseph suggested that an overseer of the land take 

________________ of the produce during the time of plenty. 

Short Answers 

1. What is the significance of dreaming 2 similar dreams? 

2. Why does Joseph become Pharaoh’s number one choice for the 

overseer position?  

Let’s Review! 

Values for My Life 

Faith in Action 

Joseph’s epic story only gets better from here- he is given a new name (Gen 41:45), has a family (Gen 

41:50), and becomes the go-to person in the entire world once the famine struck (Gen 41:57).  Despite 

all of this, Joseph kepts his cool, and always gave credit to God for all of his blessings.   

Has God put you in difficult situations where you have come out successful?  If so, how often do you   

REALLY give God credit?  It’s much easier and more fun to accept praise when everything is awesome, 

and ignore the source of your  talents; Joseph could have said that it was his own interpretation skills, 

(and not God’s,) that translated Pharaoh’s dreams.  But Joseph knew the truth of where his talent came 

from, and he made sure everyone heard about it! 

I will give God all credit for the small successes and the gigantic achievements of life.  After all, He’s 

the reason it all happened. 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, we thank You 
for the amazing and at 
times frightening oppor-
tunities You have put us 
in.  Like Joseph, teach us 
to always rely on You 
and to give You 100% of 
the credit.  Teach us to 
be humble, and to glorify 
you always.  In Your 
name we ask, Amen. 

Remember the importance 

of name changes?  Check out 

lesson 1 and 2 to refresh 

your memory!  
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Your comic book series on Jacob have all but sold 
out!  People are clamoring for more of your illustra-
tions!  Let’s see what type of creativity you can come 
up with today. 

Since you are still kicking off your career, don’t mind 
if your teacher passes some valuable advice along.   

First- read all of the Bible portions.  

Second- start working on your comic strip.   But work 
fast- you’ll have only 2 minutes per box to re-create  
what you read.   Comic book artists work under tight 
deadlines, so this should be easy enough for you! 

Let My People Go! 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  5  

Are you a fan of scary, creepy, gross things?  The new Pharaoh of 

Egypt certainly was.  It looks like Pharaoh enjoyed his drinking water 

mysteriously turning into thick, copper tasting blood.  Or, for a new 

main course, frogs served on top of diseased hamburgers, with gnats, 

flies and locusts acting as garnish.  It also looks like Pharaoh enjoyed 

observing freaky occurrences like the sun not appearing, or lightning 

and hail storms devastating the countryside.  He also was a gambling 

sort of guy, taking his chances with the lives of others- the death of all 

first-born males.   (Wow, in the Old Testament, those oldest children 

always have it rough!) Lucky for Pharaoh, he wasn’t the oldest.      

Unlucky for Pharaoh, he had a son who was... 

Pharaoh, although you are a fan of the grotesque and disturbing, it 

might be in your best interest if you just listen the next time Moses 

says, “Pharaoh Pharaoh, Oh, baby, let my people go! Yeah, yeah, yeah!”  

MEMORY VERSE:           Exodus 7:4 (NRSV) 
“When Pharaoh does not listen to you, I will lay my hand upon Egypt and bring my people 
the Israelites, company by company, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.”  

Plague #2- Frogs (Exodus 8 NRSV) 
6bAaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; 
and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.  
8aThen Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and said, “Pray to 
the Lord to take away the frogs.” 12bMoses cried out to the 
Lord concerning the frogs that he had brought upon   
Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did as Moses requested: the frogs 
died in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14And 
they gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank.  

Background Research:   
It has been 400 years since Joseph saved the world with his dream sleuthing skills (Genesis 12:30).  A new 
Pharaoh is in town, one who is not happy with these Israelites, (a.k.a. descendants of Israel, who is a.k.a.  
Jacob, who is a.k.a. Joseph’s Dad,) slowly taking over the land.  So, Pharaoh comes up with a brilliant idea-   
enslave the Israelites!  This obviously isn’t God’s plan for His chosen people, and the Lord comes up with 
some eye-opening ways to get Pharaoh to listen.  God recruits Moses and his smooth talking brother Aaron 
to set Pharaoh straight once and for all.    

Plague #1- Water turns to Blood  (Exodus 7 NRSV) 
20bIn the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials [Aaron] lifted 
up the staff and struck the water in the river, and all the 
water in the river was turned into blood, 21and the fish in 
the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians could 
not drink its water, and there was blood throughout the 
whole land of Egypt.  24And all the Egyptians had to dig 
along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink 
the water of the river. 
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L E T  M Y  P E O P L E  G O !  

Plague #4- Flies (Exodus 8 NRSV)  
24bGreat swarms of flies came into the house of Pharaoh 
and into his officials’ houses; in all of Egypt the land was 
ruined because of the flies.  25bThen Pharaoh summed   
Moses and Aaron, and said, “Go sacrifice to your God.”  
31And the Lord did as Moses asked; he removed the 
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, his officials, and his people; 
not one remained.  

Plague #3- Gnats  (Exodus 8 NRSV)  
17bAaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck 
the dust of the earth, and gnats came on humans and 
animals alike; all the dust of the earth turned into gnats 
throughout the whole land of Egypt. 18bThere were gnats 
on both humans and animals.   

Plague #6- Boils (Exodus 9 NRSV)   
8Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of 
soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw it in the air in the 
sight of Pharaoh. 9It shall become fine dust all over the 
land of Egypt, and shall cause festering boils on humans 
and animals throughout the whole land of Egypt.” 10 So 
they took soot from the kiln, and stood before Pharaoh, 
and Moses threw it in the air, and it caused festering boils 
on humans and animals.  

Plague #5- Livestock diseased (Exodus 9 NRSV)   
1aThen the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, and say 
to him, 3‘The hand of the Lord will strike with a deadly 
pestilence your livestock in the field: the horses, the    
donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks.’”  6And on 
the next day the Lord did so; all the livestock of the   
Egyptians died, but of the livestock of the Israelites not 
one died.  

Gnats:  a super tiny fly 

Pestilence: a fatal (killing) disease 

Soot: black powder that comes from burning wood 

Kiln: a furnace for baking (where soot can be found) 

 

Festering Boils:  an infected, pus filled swelling on the body  

Locusts:  a type of flying grasshopper, known to devour 
entire crops of food 

Hyssop:  a small bushy plant from the mint family 

Lintel: the top part of a door     
  V
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Plague #8- Locusts (Exodus 10 NRSV)   
13bMoses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and 
the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all that day 
and all that night; when morning came, the east wind had 
brought the locusts. 15They covered the surface of the 
whole land, so that the land was black; and they ate all the 
plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail 
had left; nothing green was left, no tree, no plant in the 
field, in all the land of Egypt.  

Plague #7- Thunder and Hail (Exodus 9 NRSV)   
22The Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward 
heaven so that hail may fall on the whole land of Egypt, on 
humans and animals and all the plants of the field in the 
land of Egypt.” 23aThen Moses stretched out his staff to-
ward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire 
came down on the earth. 25The hail struck down everything 
that was in the open field throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both human and animal; the hail also struck down all the 
plants of the field, and shattered every tree in the field.   

Plague #10- Death of Firstborn (Exodus 12 NRSV)    
(Exodus 11:4)Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: About midnight I will 
go out through Egypt. 5aEvery firstborn in the land of Egypt 
shall die.”  

21acThen Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Go, select and slaughter the passover lamb. 22aTake a bunch of 
hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood. 23acFor the Lord 
will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees 
the blood, the Lord will pass over that door.” 

29At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne 
to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and 
all the firstborn of the livestock.  

Plague #9- Darkness (Exodus 10 NRSV)    
21Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand  
toward heaven so that there may be darkness over the 
land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt.” 22So Moses 
stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was 
dense darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. 
23People could not see one another, and for three days 
they could not move from where they were; but all the 
Israelites had light where they lived.  

 Exodus 12:31 Then [Pharaoh] summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, “Rise up, go away from  
my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord, as you said.” 



P A G E  4  G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  5  

Fun Fact: Passover is still celebrated by people 
around the world today!  Sure, some things have 
changed, (like smearing blood on the doorposts), 
but a traditional “Sedar” dinner involves eating 
bitter herbs and reciting scripture, which is much 
like the good old days of the 10th plague.  

Phew! You completed your work, right on time, too! 

But we know you have more than one talent up your sleeve... you’re also an expert singer, correct?  
The following song will help you remember the order of the 10 plagues.  Good luck! 

A catchy little song about the plagues of Egypt that can be sung to the tune of "This Old Man" 

"Used by Permission of Kid's Sunday School Place Inc.   All Rights Reserved. www.kidssundayschool.com" 

First God sent,  
Plague number one, 
Turned the Nile into blood. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!"  
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number two,  
Jumping frogs all over you. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number three,  
Swarms of gnats from head to knee. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number four,  
Filthy flies need we say more? 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number five,  
All the livestock up and died. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!"  

Then God sent, 
Plague number six, 
Boils and sores to make you sick. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!"  
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number seven,  
Hail and lighting down from heaven. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number eight,  
Locust came and they sure ate. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number nine,  
Total darkness all the time. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
They told Pharaoh "Let them Go!" 
 
Then God sent,  
Plague number ten,  
Pharaoh's son died so he gave in. 
All the people in Egypt were feeling pretty low, 
Finally Pharaoh let them go. 

http://www.kidssundayschool.com/


Values for My Life 
Your artwork is a hit!  Your musical skills knows no boundaries.   

And yet... some questions left unanswered.  Why did it take 10 plagues to rescue the 
Israelites?  Take a look at Romans 9:17- 

 “17For the scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘I have raised you up for the very purpose 
of showing my power in you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.’” 

God’s ultimate purpose was to have His name proclaimed in all the earth!  Nobody 
but an all-powerful, all-knowing Father could have lead the Israelites out in such a 
dramatic and amazing fashion.  Additionally, the Plagues served as an example to all 
humans that God is not only omnipotent and just, but that He did not give up on His 
chosen people.  Although we are living in the 21st century A.C.E., we would do well to 
remember that our God always has His people (us) in mind, and will do whatever it 
takes to bring us to the Promised Land. 

 Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, 
please teach us 

to grow in 
knowledge of 

You.  Help us to 
always give 

You praise, and 
to thank You 
for the gift of 

our own Prom-
ised Land- 

Heaven.  Guide 
us this week, 

and teach us to 
proclaim Your 

name in all 
that we do.  In 
Your name we 
pray, Amen.  

Plagues of Egypt Song by Rich Nelson, Used by Permission of Kid's Sunday School Place Inc.   All Rights Reserved. www.kidssundayschool.com" 
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~lP   

Bha  -  ta 

“Plague”  

Close your book, and recite all 10 plagues in their correct order.  Good luck! 

I will acknowledge God and give thanks to Him for not giving up on 
me, and helping me through difficult situations. 

Let’s Review! 

Faith in Action 

http://www.kidssundayschool.com/


Exodus 32:1-6, 19-20 (NRSV) 
1When the people saw that Moses         

delayed to come down from the        

mountain, the people gathered around 

Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for 

us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, 

the man who brought us up out of the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has become of 

him.” 2Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold 

rings that are on the ears of your wives, your 

sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 

me.” 3So all the people took off the gold rings 

from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4He 

took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, 

and cast an image of a calf; and they said, 

“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw 

this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 

proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a 

festival to the Lord.” 6They rose early the next 

day, and offered burnt offerings and brought 

sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat 

down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

19As soon as he came near the camp and saw the 

calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, 

and he threw the tablets from his hands and 

broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He 

took the calf that they had made, burned it with 

fire, ground it to powder, scattered it on the  

water, and made the Israelites drink it.  

Breaking the 1st Commandment (‘Mooo,’ er, ‘Booo’) 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  6  What’s the longest conversation that you’ve ever?  Moses just might beat the 

record.  See- Moses has just lead the Israelites out of the clutches of the  

Egyptians.  After such a daunting and crazy task, Moses retreats up a mountain 

for some private conversation time with God, which lasts a whopping 40 days!  

God, with his infinite memory, has a lot of information to share. 

The Israelites, meanwhile, seem to have an exceptionally short memory.  They 

get antsy.  They get fidgety.  Then they start forgetting the True God who 

lead them out in the first place.  And then, some poor choices are made!  

MEMORY VERSE: 

Exodus 20:4 (NRSV) 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. 
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Introduction 
The Israelite people are not exactly on a roll.  Seriously, if Almighty God rescued you from the clutches of 
Pharaoh, and a whole much more besides, you would think that you’d have nothing but thanks, awe, and a bit 
of fear for Him.   Not these Israelites, though.  What happens when their patience runs thin?    

B R E A K I N G  T H E  1 S T  C O M M A N D M E N T  ( ‘ M O O O , ’  E R ,  ‘ B O O O ’ )  

The nation of Israel has been blessed with the chance to see untold blessings and miracles, all thanks to God.  
It started with the 10 plagues, (see lesson 5,) and continued through the escape from Egypt.  Can’t see where 
you’re going?  Don’t worry, God will become a blazing pillar of fire to light the way.  (Gen 13:21) A sea blocking 
the way to the Promised Land?  No problem, God will simply part it!  (Gen 14:21-25) Bad guys chasing you?  
God will make sure they won’t bother you any longer.  (Gen 14:26-31) Bitter water is too gross to drink?  God’s 
miracle wood can work wonders to the taste buds! (Gen 15:24)  Hungry?  How about some fresh manna and 
quails from Heaven?  (Gen 16)  Need more water?  Let’s split some rocks open for an instant faucet. (Gen 17:6)  
You can get the picture- God really treated these Israelites to some special treatment! 

While journeying to the Promised Land, God summons Moses up Mount Sinai.  This is to receive rules that the 
people of Israel is to live by.  One of the more famous instructions that Moses receives is the 10 Command-
ments!  So, this conversation that Moses has with God is pretty important to the people of Israel.  

 

 

 

The Israelites, who up until this point had been moaning and groaning over the hardships of free life and how 
they wish they were slaves again, start badgering Aaron for something new and trendy!  See- the Egyptian 
gods were depicted as physical icons that could be actually worshipped.  Sure, their God of Israel could        
become a pillar of fire, but they hadn’t seen that miracle, (or their leader Moses,) for 40 days!  So, to follow 
the popular crowd, the Israelites insisted on creating their own ‘god’ that they could actually see and touch.   

 

 
 

 
Aaron was a bit too clever for his own good; he was the one who created the idol, but when it came to identi-
fying it, he stayed silent!  Instead, he declared a “festival to the Lord,” without specifying the invisible Lord of 
Israel.  As for the Israelites- they arose early, gave this idol the best burnt sacrifices they had, (which happened 
to all come from God, awkward!) and partied it up! 

Moses walks down from Mount Sinai after spending 40 days with God.  Ten Commandment tablets in hand, he 
is expecting his people to be awaiting God’s word anxiously.  Instead, he walks into a crazy festival for a gold 
cow baby!  How angry is Moses?  Angry enough to smash God’s precious 10 Commandments on the ground, 
burn the golden calf, grind it into dust, and force the Israelites to drink water mixed with the gold dust.  (Yuck! 
They are literally eating, er, drinking their own words!)   The punishment goes on from there, to include some 
bloodshed and a plague. (Ex. 32:27-35)  Only after this do the Israelites get the point- that their God loves 
them, will take care of them, but cannot, should not, and will not be replaced by anything! 

Bible Exploration 

Discuss: If you were an Israelite, and your leader has disappeared to have a           
conversation with the God who lead your family out of slavery, what would you do? 

Discuss: What did Aaron do wrong in this situation?  What could he have 
done or said to change history? 
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Fun Fact: Those 10 Commandment tablets that Moses threw down in anger?  Know what the first commandment is?  Check it 
out, it would’ve saved the Israelites a lot of grief!  (Exodus 20:2-6)  

 

 

Values for My Life 
The Israelites really messed up big time.  After all God had done for 

them, they still were ungrateful and were looking for the next best 

thing, the new fad, whatever was ‘cool’.  But, how are we any different?  

Don’t we have things in our lives, in our schools, with our friends, that 

are considered ‘trendy’?  How many of them are okay in our lives?  How 

many of them harm our relationship with God, with our loved ones, or 

with ourselves? 

As Christians, we have a duty to always love our God with all our heart, 

with all our soul and with all our mind!  This means, at times, with being 

‘uncool,’ with not going with the flow, but standing up for what’s right.  

Will you be like Aaron, bending to the will of the world?  Or will you be a 

God-Fearing, commandment honoring, idol destroying leader after God’s 

own heart?  The choice is yours. 

 

Vocabulary 

Mold: a container used to give 
shape to a molten material when 
it cools and hardens 

Calf: a baby cow 

Proclamation: an official an-
nouncement, often dealing with 
great importance 

Revel: to party it up 

Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, we thank You for 
the multiple blessings You 
have bestowed upon us.  
Please teach us to worship 
You always with all of our 
beings.  Help us to stand up 
to temptation, especially in a 
world that doesn’t always 
acknowledge You.  In Your 
name we pray, Amen. 

Faith in Action 
I will love my God will every-
thing in my life, even if it 
means that I will have to make 
choices that aren’t popular or 
cool.   

Fill Ins 

1. Moses goes up _____________  ______________ to talk to 

God, and to receive the _____  _____________________. 

2. The Israelites demand that ___________________ make for them 

a _________________ _________________. 

3. The golden calf was made from ___________________________. 

Short Answer 

1. Why did Aaron create the golden calf? 

2. What did Moses do with the golden calf? 

Let’s Review! 
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sspi;  

Dei  -  vum 

“God”  

Another Fun Fact: The ten commandments has a nice insurance policy– 
Full replacement! Check out Exodus 34:1 to see it’s creation. 



Joshua 6:1-16 (NRSV) 
1Now Jericho was shut up inside and out       

because of the Israelites; no one came out and 

no one went in. 2The Lord said to Joshua, 

“See, I have handed Jericho over to you, along 

with its king and soldiers. 3You shall march around the 

city, all the warriors circling the city once. Thus you 

shall do for six days, 4with seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the       

seventh day you shall march around the city seven 

times, the priests blowing the trumpets. 5When they 

make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you 

hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people 

shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city 

will fall down flat, and all the people shall charge 

straight ahead.” 6So Joshua son of Nun summoned the 

priests and said to them, “Take up the Ark of the     

Covenant, and have seven priests carry seven        

trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark of the 

Lord.” 7To the people he said, “Go forward and march 

around the city; have the armed men pass on before 

the ark of the Lord.” 

8As Joshua had commanded the people, the seven 

priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 

before the Lord went forward, blowing the trumpets, 

with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following 

them. 9And the armed men went before the priests 

who blew the trumpets; the rear guard came after the 

ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10To the  

people Joshua gave this command: “You shall not 

shout or let your voice be heard, nor shall you utter a 

word, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall 

shout.” 11So the ark of the Lord went around the city, 

circling it once; and they came into the camp, and 

spent the night in the camp. 

12Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 

priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13The seven priests 

carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the 

ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the trumpets    

continually. The armed men went before them, and 

the rear guard came after the ark of the Lord, while 

the trumpets blew continually. 14On the second day 

they marched around the city once and then returned 

to the camp. They did this for six days. 

15On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and 

marched around the city in the same manner seven 

times. It was only on that day that they marched 

around the city seven times. 16And at the seventh 

time, when the priests had blown the trumpets,    

Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the Lord has 

given you the city.”   

And those walls came tumbling down! 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  7  “Mission: Impossible.”   What do you think of when you hear this phrase?  What 

does the word “impossible” mean, anyway? To Joshua, the word “impossible” 

might have crossed his mind when God explained how to topple the walls of 

Jericho, an enemy city of Israel.  Maybe you would feel the same way, if you were 

instructed to march around the city walls of Jericho with nothing but the Ark of 

Covenant, a bunch of silent warriors, and some trumpets.  No ropes, no fires, no 

cannon balls, no ballistic weapons...  So, Mission: Impossible?  Or was Joshua  

already aware of the super secret weapon found in Luke 1:37?  

MEMORY VERSE: 

Joshua 6:16  (NRSV) 
And at the seventh time, when the priests  
had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to 
the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given 
you the city!  
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Introduction 

A N D  T H O S E  W A L L S  C A M E  T U M B L I N G  D O W N !  

Bible Exploration 
In our last lesson, we learned about the short-term memory Israelites, and their journey through 
the desert to the Promised Land.  Cursed by God to wander for 40 years for their disobedience, 
(Joshua 5:6,)  the Israelites continued to live their lives questioning God. 

As they finally approach the Promised Land, God     
instructs Moses to send out scouts to explore what lay 
ahead (Numbers 13:2).  Moses selects 12 faithful men, 
including Hoshea, son of Nun, to make the journey, 
and to spy on the people who are currently there.   
Before leaving, Moses changes the name of Hoshea 
son of Nun to Joshua, or, “The Lord Saves” (Numbers 
13:16).   We know what a name change usually        
signifies... great things are about to happen! 

Joshua/Hoshea returned, reporting: 

27b “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its 
fruit. 28a But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. 

The people of Israel, naturally, start arguing, and ask to be taken back to Egypt so they could live 
and die as slaves again. (Honestly, can they not think of something else to wish for?) Joshua, along 
with his buddy Caleb, instead argue for the idea of going to the Promised Land.  It was this Trust in 
God that marked Joshua as the next selected leader  (Numbers 27:18).  

Moses eventually passes away, leaving Joshua in charge of Israel.  When Joshua and the Israelites 
come upon the city of Jericho, Joshua secretly sends 2 spies to infiltrate and scope out the area.  A 
woman,    Rahab, who lived along the thick city walls of Jericho, hid the spies when the King of Jeri-
cho came searching.  Thanks to Rahab, the spies were able to get away safely, and were able to re-
port the  situation to Joshua (Joshua 2). 

Moses, the fearless trailblazer of the nation of Israel, has passed away, leaving the leadership, (and all 
of it’s associated difficulties,) in the hands of Joshua.   

Now, Joshua has witnessed the miracles God has done for the people of Israel.  So, when God leads 
Israel to the enemy city of Jericho, and tells Joshua what the battle plan is, Joshua doesn’t hesitate to 
act on them... even though it seemed like it would be a Mission: Impossible.  

Fun Fact: This is not the only time that God gave “Mission: Impossible” directions to bring down city walls.  Check out 
Judges 7; THAT mission involved just 300 people, trumpets, smashing glass jars filled with torches, and yes- shouting. 

Vocabulary 

Ark of Covenant: a gold-plated chest where the 10 
commandments were stored, and was symbolic of 
God 

Ram’s Horn: called a “Shofar”, it is a horn made out 
of a male sheep’s horn, and is used in religious  
Jewish services.  Often called a ‘trumpet’ in the Old 
Testament.  See Num 29:1 for details on the ‘Blow 
the Trumpet’ holiday! 
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Joshua has a difficult situation ahead.  The entire nation of Israelites had just crossed over the Jordan River, 
(Joshua 3:17) and in front of them were the imposing walls of Jericho, complete with a sealed door (Joshua 
6:1).   So, when God appears and offers assistance, Joshua must have been more than accepting.  But,     
Joshua, possibly expecting an army of Angels, or a miraculous door shattering machine, was given some-
thing completely different: God’s weapon of choice was “trust.”  Both Joshua and the people of Israel had to 
trust God in being: 

Patient: by walking around the entire city for 7 days in a 
row, without a rest day, which meant no quick, bloody 
battle on day 1. 

Disciplined: by walking in complete silence, and yelling  
only at the right time, which meant no grunts of pain or 
crying from popped blisters. 

Confident: by displaying to the people of Jericho that they, 
the Israelites, were in fact the chosen people and that their 
God would help them.  

So, no cannon balls, no fire power, just the Ark of covenant, Ram’s horns (also called a ‘shofar’), and a 
healthy dose of patience, discipline, confidence and, of course, trust.  As always, God’s plan did the trick 
much better than anything Joshua could have envisioned!   

As for Rahab’s family: she escaped safely before the destruction of the city, due to her faithfulness to the 
Hebrew God (Joshua 6:23). 

Activity 
Make a shofar!  

(See teacher guide) 

afjH  

Mu  -  thil 

“Wall”  
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Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, thank you for all of 
the guidance You have provid-
ed for us in our lives.  Please 
help us continue to nurture our 
patience with Your timing, dis-
cipline with our lives, and con-
fidence in You, so that we may 
be stronger Christians in this 
world.  In Your name we pray, 
Amen. 

Values for My Life 
Joshua, the spy turned spymaster, learned from the best leader of all: Moses.  And, like Moses, Joshua 

made sure to trust in God with everything that he did, including mega plans like the takedown of a city.  

So how do we, as Children of God, demonstrate this type of trust?  If we try to emulate the qualities 

that Joshua and Israel demonstrated, namely patience, discipline, and confidence, then we will certainly 

be on the correct pathway to a stronger walk with God.  And, our own “Mission: Impossible”s won’t be 

so impossible, after all. 

Faith in Action 
I will trust God in everything that I do, especially when life gives me 
some impossible challenges. 

Fill Ins 

1. Jericho was shut up tight because of the 

_________________________. 

2. There were ___________ priests, blowing ______________ trumpets 

of ________________ _________________. 

3. The priests were also instructed to carry the 

_______________________________________. 

4. The Israelites were instructed to not ____________________ until 

they were told to do so. 

5. On the seventh day, the people rose early, at _________________. 

Let’s Review! 

Lesson 7 writer(s): A. Kurian           Lesson 7 editors: Rev. V.M. Mathew, G. Babu, B. Babu          Lesson 7 Formatting: B. Kurian, R. Mathew          Lesson 7 Artwork: E. Forgione, A. Mathew, S. Abraham 

Created by NERSS teachers, for Mar Thoma educational use only.   (August 2014)         Questions or comments should be directed to MTCgrade6@gmail.com 



Ruth 3:1-15 (NRSV) 
1Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My   

daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so 

that it may be well with you. 2Now here is our   

kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have 

been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight 

at the threshing floor. 3Now wash and anoint  

yourself, and put on your best clothes and go 

down to the threshing floor; but do not make 

yourself known to the man until he has finished 

eating and drink-

ing. 4When he lies down, 

observe the place where 

he lies; then, go and   

uncover his feet and lie 

down; and he will tell 

you what to do.” 5She 

said to her, “All that you 

tell me I will do.” 

6So she went down to the threshing floor and did 

just as her mother-in-law had instructed 

her. 7When Boaz had eaten and drunk, and he was 

in a contented mood, he went to lie down at the 

end of the heap of grain. Then she came stealthily 

and uncovered his feet, and lay down. 8At         

midnight the man was startled, and turned over, 

and there, lying at his feet, was a woman! 9He said, 

“Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, 

your servant; spread your cloak over your servant, 

for you are next-of-kin.”10He said, “May you be 

blessed by the Lord, my daughter; this last        

instance of your loyalty is better than the first; you 

have not gone after young men, whether poor or 

rich. 11And now, my daughter, do not be afraid, I 

will do for you all that you ask, for all the assembly 

of my people know that you are a worthy       

woman. 12But now, though it is true that I am a 

near kinsman, there is 

another kinsman more 

closely related than 

I. 13Remain this night, 

and in the morning, if 

he will act as next-of-kin 

for you, good; let him 

do it. If he is not willing 

to act as next-of-kin for you, then, as 

the Lord lives, I will act as next-of-kin for you. Lie 

down until the morning.” 

14So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up 

before one person could recognize another; for he 

said, “It must not be known that the woman came 

to the threshing floor.” 15 Then he said, “Bring the 

cloak you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held 

it, and he measured out six measures of barley, 

and put it on her back; then he went into the city.  

Boaz Brings Blessings 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  8  

Romance!  It’s in the air.  (Literally, have you seen what’s on TV nowadays?) But 

let’s think about real life: what about “duty”, “respect”, and “kindness”, how 

does that fit into “Romance”?  Sometimes, these ideas all fall into second place in 

our world today, especially next to the glitzy love stuff.  But not to Boaz and 

Ruth…. they are the perfect example of the types of blessings God gives if you 

value duty, respect, and kindness over everything. 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Ruth 1:16  NRSV 
But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave 
you or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; where you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be 

my people, and your God my God.” 
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Bible Exploration 

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n Ruth’s story in the Bible is so critical that she gets an entire book named after her!  Ruth’s 

journey with her mother-in-law, Naomi, takes them to distant lands and introduces them 

to interesting strangers.  It looks like the setup for a perfect love story for Ruth! 

But what about Boaz, the other main character in the book?  He is a successful business-

man, (Ruth 2:1) and would have no time to spare for a poor widow....or does he?  

What is our job when it comes to helping others who are less fortunate than us? Can we 

change our life plans at a moment’s notice to help others? 

In Israel, the barley harvest began in the spring. The community observed God’s law con-

cerning harvesting: “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very 

edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest…. Leave them for the poor and 

the alien” (Leviticus 19:9-10). 

B O A Z  B R I N G S  B L E S S I N G S  

Ruth was married to Naomi’s son.  When he passed away, 
Naomi gave Ruth her blessing to return to her homeland. 
(Ruth 1:8)  

 

Ruth chose to remain with her mother-in-law, Naomi,   
rather than go back to her house.  (Ruth 1:16-17)  

 

Boaz’s workers noticed that she worked tirelessly to gather 
grain, without a single complaint.  (Ruth 2:7)  

 

Boaz personally invites Ruth to always glean from his own 
field, for her safety.  (Ruth 2:8) 

Vocabulary 

Reap: To cut grain for the harvest 

Alien: A person from another family, culture, or place 

Glean: To gather grain left behind by reapers 

Kinsman-redeemer: a relative who helped a poor person to get back on their feet 

Reputation:  The opinion that people have about someone 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

Activity: As your 
teacher goes 

through the lesson, 
decide whether each 

action is an act of  
“DUTY” , 

“KINDNESS”, or 
“RESPECT” 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 
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Naomi and Ruth’s part of the story is done… it’s now completely up to Boaz! (Ruth 4) 

Boaz headed to the main gate of the town, met the closer relative of Ruth, and explained that the relative had the first 

right to redeem Elimelech’s land (Naomi’s husband’s property). The relative agreed to do so, but when Boaz told him 

that buying the land required him to marry Ruth, he promptly backed down — as Boaz had hoped he would. (Sneaky, 

sneaky!) The right to marry Ruth now passed to Boaz. 

Boaz did not marry Ruth for her land, but out of a sense of duty, kindness and respect.  In marrying Ruth, Boaz was hon-

oring the Kinsman-Redeemer role of protecting his family [duty], would be able to help take care of two widows 

[kindness], and also showed respect to everyone that he worked with: he was extremely courteous to Ruth from day 

one, sent extra food home for Naomi, gave the first chance of marriage to the closer relative, and settled the marriage 

contract before the elders of the community.   (Bonus kindness example: see Ruth 2:4!) 

Boaz and Ruth’s son was named Obed.  Obed later became the father of Jesse and the grandfather of King David (Ruth 

4:17). Through David, Ruth and Boaz became ancestors of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5, 16).   

Because Boaz and Ruth placed kindness, duty and respect above all else, God rewarded them greatly. Sure, they both 

totally changed their life plans for each other, but in doing so, not only were they able to find romance, but to be      

great grandparents of King David? (Ruth 4:21-22)  And the eventual ancestors of Jesus? (Matthew 1:1)                          

Now, that’s something to be proud of!  

A kinsman-redeemer was a relative who helped a poor person to get back on their feet (Leviticus 

25:25).  In certain circumstances, where there was no children, a near relative could act as kinsman-

redeemer by marrying the relative’s widow, too. BUT: A relative did not have to act as kinsman-

redeemer. If no relative chose to help, the widow would probably live in poverty!! 

Now, Naomi said to Ruth, “I need to seek some security for you, so that it may be 
well with you.” (Ruth 3:1)  

 

When Ruth uncovered Boaz’s feet, she did it as a sign of this. (Ruth 3:6)  

 

Ruth identified herself, and then took a huge leap of faith, by asking Boaz to spread 
his cloak over her, and in doing so, accept his role as a kinsman-redeemer, and also 
guaranteeing that both she and her mother-in-law would be cared for.  (Ruth 3:9)   

 

Boaz felt honored by Ruth’s request because of this outstanding display of loyalty she 
had for Naomi.  (Ruth 3:10)  

 

Boaz agrees to fulfil his role as Kinsman-Redeemer, as long as the closer relative was 
not interested in the role and the land.  (Ruth 3:12) 

 

Boaz gave Ruth a huge gift of barley before she left, so as to not return home empty-
handed.   (Ruth 3:15, 17)  

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 

KINDNESS / DUTY / RESPECT 



 

 
Fill Ins 

1. A ____________was a relative who could redeem a poor person’s 

inheritance. 

2. Naomi’s hopes for ________ now centered upon __________. 

3. “Now _______ and _______ yourself, and put on your best clothes 

and go down to the ___________ floor.” 

 

Short Answers 

1. Do you believe that Ruth and Naomi had a tender loving relationship 
with each other? Why or why not? Explain. 

2. In the story of Boaz and Ruth, explain how Boaz turned out to be a 
Kinsman-redeemer, man of his own word?  

Let’s Review! 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, Thank you for 
teaching us the basic attitude 
that we should try to have 
through the story for Boaz 
and Ruth. Help us to look for     
people who are in need of    
duty, kindness and respect 
and give us a selfless heart to 
help our fellow sisters and 
brithers. In Your precious 
name we pray, Amen. 

Values for My Life 
Like Boaz and Ruth- when we show the acts of duty, kindness and respect 
to others, we are teaching our society how we can make a change in    
other’s lives!  These three items help grow the “fruit of the spirit” within 
us.  (Hint- check out Galatians 5:22-23!) Like Boaz and Ruth’s story, the 
effects of our duty, kindness and respect will reach out far beyond our 
own lives. If we are in a position of giving (like Boaz), we can be assured 
that our bountiful talents will be greatly used by God in ways we can’t 
even begin to imagine! 

Faith in Action 
I will choose to help people who are in need, 
using the gifts of kindness, respect and duty 
to shape my interactions with others. 

FUN FACT! Bethlehem is a happening place!  Not only 
is it the setting of this entire story, but it’s also the 
birthplace of Jesus Christ our Savior!  (It also happens 
to be the place where King David grew up.  Big things 
are happening in O Little Town of  Bethlehem!”) 

Lrkcgj&k  

A-nu-sa-ri-chu 

“Obeyed”  
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1 Kings 18:20-39 (NRSV) 
20So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the 

prophets at Mount Carmel. 21Elijah then came near to all 

the people, and said, “How long will you go limping with 

two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but 

if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him 

a word. 22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, 

am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets number 

four hundred fifty. 23Let two bulls 

be given to us; let them choose 

one bull for themselves, cut it in 

pieces, and lay it on the wood, but 

put no fire to it; I will prepare the 

other bull and lay it on the wood, 

but put no fire to it. 24Then you call 

on the name of your god and I will 

call on the name of the Lord; the 

god who answers by fire is indeed 

God.” All the people answered, 

“Well       spoken!” 25Then Elijah 

said to the prophets of Baal, 

“Choose for   yourselves one bull 

and prepare it first, for you are many; then call on the 

name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26So they took 

the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on 

the name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, “O 

Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no answer. 

They limped about the altar that they had made. 27At 

noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud! Surely he is 

a god; either he is meditating, or he has wandered away, 

or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 

awakened.” 28Then they cried aloud and, as was their  

custom, they cut themselves with swords and lances until 

the blood gushed out over them. 29As midday passed, 

they raved on until the time of the offering of the obla-

tion, but there was no voice, no answer, and no response. 

30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come closer to me”; 

and all the people came closer to him. First he repaired 

the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down; 31Elijah 

took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes 

of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, 

saying, “Israel shall be your name”; 32with the stones he 

built an altar in the name of the Lord. Then he made a 

trench around the altar, large enough to contain two 

measures of seed. 33Next he put the wood in order, cut 

the bull in     pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, “Fill 

four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and 

on the wood.” 34Then he said, “Do it a second time”; and 

they did it a second time. Again he said, “Do it a third 

time”; and they did it a third time, 35so that the water ran 

all around the altar, and filled the trench also with water. 

36At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet 

Elijah came near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God 

in  Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all 

these things at your bidding. 37Answer me, O Lord,       

answer me, so that this people may know that you, O 

Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts 

back.” 38Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the 

burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and 

even licked up the water that was in the trench. 39When 

all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 

“The Lord indeed is God; the Lord indeed is God.”  

Elijah shows Israel who’s the BOSS 
G R A D E  6 ,  L E S S O N  9  

Elijah has been running for his life after being the bearer of bad news to the 

wrong person. God has plans for this Prophet, though, and gives him the oppor-

tunity to prove an enemy wrong, challenge fellow false ‘prophets’, and demon-

strate to the nation of Israel that the Lord is the one, true God! But first, Elijah 

will have to be able to swallow his fear and trust in God completely... 

MEMORY VERSE: 

1 Kings 18:37 (NRSV) 
”Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so 

that this people may know that you, O 
Lord, are God, and that you have 

turned their hearts back.”  
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Discuss: If you were in 

Elijah’s shoes, would you 

have the courage to 

speak face-to-face with 

the man who was trying 

to hunt you down?  

Bible Exploration 

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n Omnipotent- do you know what that word means?   Here’s a hint: it describes God 

100%.  Elijah was fully aware of the Lord’s omnipotence, but how to prove it to the  

people of Israel was a completely different problem, especially since the Israelites  

started worshipping other gods.  How could one man remind a nation of their God’s  

omnipotence, and get them to turn their hearts to the Truth? 

Meet Elijah, a prophet of God, and our good guy.  He was given a job by God 

to confront the Mean King of Israel,  Ahab. It was Elijah who prophesied to 

Ahab that there would be a severe drought for a long time.  

 

Meet Ahab, the evil king of Israel who did not follow the Lord, and our bad 

guy. He married Queen Jezebel, and together they set up altars and temples 

for Baal and Asherah (false gods) and worshipped them. In fact, Ahab did so 

much evil that he made the Lord more angry than all the kings of Israel        

before him!  (1 Kings 16:30)  Oh, and Ahab didn’t like messengers of God 

who brought bad news… like Elijah. 

 

1 Kings 18 sets the stage by explaining that it has been 3 years since the 

drought started, and a severe famine has hit the land.  Ahab is still king, 

along with his wife Jezebel.  Elijah, who has been in hiding for the past 3 

years, is called by God to come out into the public and meet King Ahab, the 

guy who wanted to kill him. Imagine what Elijah thinks about God’s request.  

After all, he was “Israel’s Most Wanted,” since he was the initial deliverer of 

the bad news to the King. 

 

Elijah makes his choice: he decides to trust in God’s instructions. Elijah    

challenges Ahab to bring his 450 prophets of Baal against him; it’s time for a 

showdown!   

 

The rest of the story plays out in 1 Kings 18: Elijah sets up a challenge to    

determine whose god is the true God, complete with identical altars and a 

selected bull to be sacrificed.  The only “twist” is that the lighting of the    

sacrifice is up to the true God.  The prophets of Baal have no success in 

E L I J A H  S H O W S  I S R A E L  W H O ’ S  T H E  B O S S  

Discuss: Why would a 

King be angry at God’s 

messenger for delivering 

bad news?  
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getting some divine fire, despite resorting to cutting themselves in the hope that 

their god would notice!  And in the end, “there was no voice, no answer, and no 

response.” (verse 29)  Ouch! 

Elijah takes the stage.  He begins by repairing God’s original altar, and has volun-

teers dump water all over the area!  Scientifically, this 

altar should be impossible to light on fire, right? But…

God does the impossible! (Hint: that’s why He is     

Omnipotent.) After a prayer by Elijah, the soaking    

altar, surrounded closely by Israelites, ignites and is 

completely burned up!  

To put the icing on the cake, Elijah tells Ahab that rain 

is on the way.   The drought that began three years 

ago with no foreseeable end has now come to a close 

with this spectacular, and fiery, finish!  

Fun Fact: Elijah is one of the only people who did not ‘die’ at the end of his life.  (Check out 2 
Kings 2:11 to find out more.) As for the other person who left our world in a non-conventional way? Try looking up Gen 5:21-24.  

Vocabulary 

Drought:  A long period with 
little or no rain. 

Famine: An extreme scarcity of 
food. 

Oblation:Something being 
offered to a god / God 

Omnipotent: Having unlimited 
power, and able to do anything. 

Baal: A false god, was believed 
to be the god of thunder. 

Asherah: A false goddess, was 
represented by a wooden pole. 

Prophets of 

Baal’s Sacrifice 

Elijah’s          

Sacrifice 

The Gamechanger 

Write details that are similar between the sacrifice of the Prophets of 
Baal and God’s Prophet (Elijah) where the circles overlap.                     

Write details that demonstrate the differences between these sacrifices 
in the outer circles. 

Discuss: How do you think 

you would have reacted 

after witnessing such a 

miracle? What if you were 

a believer of the wrong 

gods, what then? 



 

 

Fill Ins 

1. After Elijah beckoned the Israelites to step closer, he first 

________________________________. 

2. The 12 stones on the altar that Elijah rebuilt represented 

_________________________________. 

3. Elijah asked for ____ jars of water to be filled ____ times, and poured over the altar. 

 

Short Answers 

1. From today’s bible passage, describe how different 

characters displayed faith in God in difficult situations. 

2. An Omnipotent God means that events that are 
not scientifically possible can be made possible with 
the help of our Lord.  Look through the Bible, and find 
other instances where God allowed the impossible to 
happen.  How about in your own life? 

Let’s Review! 

Values for My Life 
We live in a science-driven world.  However, science is not here to destroy the notion of God.  It’s, in fact, 
there to help us understand and appreciate Him better! This doesn’t mean that science can explain every-
thing that happens in the world.  Some events just seem to have our Creator’s hand on it.  Like Elijah’s 
altar, which did not ‘spontaneously combust’, we as believers and students know that, in this world, 
sometimes the only logic that makes sense is the fact that we have an Omnipotent and loving Father. 

Faith in Action 
We may not know all the answers to the impossible questions about God, but we do know that God is able 
to do the impossible. Let’s make a decision to follow God’s plan, and to always expect the unexpected!   

Closing Prayer:  

Lord God, we thank You for 
the strength and courage 
you give to us everyday.  
Teach us to trust in Your 
wisdom and guidance, and 
to help lead others to you.  
Amen. 

തീ 

Thii 
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