
UNIT 1 LESSON 1 

God’s Mastery and Our Stewardship Over His Creation  

Theme:  
God’s Glory Manifested through His Handiwork; Human beings as the 
crown of creation. 

Aim & Objectives: 

 Acknowledging and 

Praising God’s 

Creation. 

 God’s Control over 

the Universe. 

 Stewardship 

GRADE 
10 

 
 

 Teachers should be aware of the fundamentals of the theory of Evolutionism which is taught in 
schools vs. those of creationism taught in our Sunday Schools.  

 
 Teachers should be careful not to label what is being taught in school as “wrong” and what is 

taught in Sunday School as “right” simply because it is Sunday School (see Wayne’s Grudem 
discussion in Proposed Readings below for a decent treatment of the various theories. Also, be 
aware that students may raise contradictions – see below for an example below for a seeming 
conflict between Genesis and science that has been raised).  

 
Ex: The scientific and logical sequence of events for creation is that plants & trees were created 
after the sun as the former requires the light of the latter in order to carry out its biological functions. 
However, in the Genesis account, God seemingly made the sun (v. 14-16) after the plants and trees 
were placed (v.11-12).  
 
Proposed Readings: 
 Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, Zondervan Publishing (see Ch. 15 – Creation, which 

provides a good overview of the various types of creation theories) 
 Any texts from Biology 101 courses in high school to be aware of what is being taught in the 9

th
 

and 10
th
 grades. 

Teacher’s Preparation: 
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1 In the beginning when God created
[a]

 the heavens and the 
earth, 

2 
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God
[b]

 swept over the face of 
the waters. 

3 
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 

light. 
4 
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness.
5 
God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
6 
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 

and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7 
So God made 

the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 

8 
God 

called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
9 
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was 
so. 

10 
God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 

11 
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 

12 
The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. 

13 
And there was evening and there was morning, the third 

day. 
14 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, 

15 
and let them be lights in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. 

16 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 

day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 
17 

God 
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 

18 
to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
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from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 

And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
20 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 

21 
So God created the great sea monsters and every 

living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

22 
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 

And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 

25 
God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind
 
in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” 
27 

So God created humankind
 
in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. 
28 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

29 
God said, “See, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. 

30 
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and 

to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

31 
God saw everything that he had made, and 

indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

GRADE 
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Student’s Introduction to the Lesson: 

The Big Bang Theory  
One of the most persistently asked questions has been: How was the universe created? Many once 
believed that the universe had no beginning or end and was truly infinite. About 15 billion years ago, 
a tremendous explosion started the expansion of the universe. This explosion is known as the Big 
Bang. At the point of this event, all of the matter and energy of space was contained at one point. 
What existed prior to this event is completely unknown and is a matter of pure speculation. This oc-
currence was not a conventional explosion but rather an event filling all of space with all of the parti-
cles rushing away from each other. The Big Bang actually consisted of an explosion of space within 
itself, which is unlike the explosion of a bomb where fragments are thrown 
outward instead of inward. The Big Bang laid the foundations for the uni-
verse.  Immediately after the Big Bang, as one might imagine, the uni-
verse was tremendously hot and the particles in the environment began to 
expand. As the universe expanded further and thus cooled, common par-
ticles began to form. After the universe had cooled, lighter particles would 
be joined together that would define present day common matter. 



 
 

Biblical Perspective 
God created the universe. It is through the words of God that the universe was 
created from nothingness and formlessness (the concept of creating from 

“nothingness” is also referred to as creation “ex nihilo” - Latin). We 
comprehend the magnitude of the beauty of creation when we observe the 
universe that consists of galaxies, stars, planets including our earth. Our 
comprehension about the universe is extremely limited. 
 
View Creation with the Eye of Faith 
The author of the book of Genesis narrates how God gave all of creation 
form, image and life (Genesis 1:1-25) The writer of the book of Genesis does 
not illustrate the scientific version of the Earth’s formation but this does not 
mean that the Biblical perspective and scientific thought are necessarily in 
conflict. The process of creation reveals God’s love. Through the process of 

creation, God brought order to a chaotic situation (Gen 1:1-2). The Creator placed 
all living creatures in the most appropriate places, with man at their head to 
exercise his God- given stewardship. God created man in His own image. Faith is 
the basis for understanding the universe. As we read in the Bible, “By faith we 
understand that the universe was formed  at God’s command, so that what is 
seen  was not made out of what was visible (Heb.11:3). The universally accepted 
Nicene Creed begins with the proclamation of faith in God, “We believe in the one 
true god, the Father Almighty Maker of Heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.” 
 
Harmonious Existence of All Creation 
God made the world for human beings and the rest of creation. God separated 
land and water so that animals and plants could grow and flourish. (Gen: 1:9 & 
10). Nature and environment play an important role in the plan of the Creator. All 
creatures ceaselessly work to fulfill the task entrusted to them by the Creator. The 
Earth and other planets move in their orbital order, thereby ensuring the stability 
of the universe.  
 
The richness and variety of life on earth bear witness to God’s creativity. (Psalm 
65: 9-18) Sometimes humans feel that they have the authority to destroy 
creatures to suit their own whims. This false assumption leads to an abuse of 
God’s resources, which is often detrimental to man. Humans ignore the fact that 
all creatures have unique opportunities, rights and responsibilities by which they 
fulfill their design within the natural world. Many species of animals and plants, 
which are essential for the existence of man, are disappearing from the earth. On 
many occasions, not only are the air and water polluted, but the entire ecological 
balance of earth is disturbed for the sake of industrial development. Humankind 
has no right or permission to mercilessly exploit nature or to destroy its balance by 
forgetting its responsibilities towards future generations.  

 
 

Main Idea/Bible Exposition: 
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Human beings: The Crown of Creation  
The task of humanity is not to act as owners, but as stewards and caretakers of 
God’s good creation – everything God created was found to be “good”. According 
to  
Gen. 2:15, the Lord God placed human beings in the Garden of Eden to tend and 
care for it. It was an honorable call to authority along with responsibility to adore the 

Creator and to serve as God’s laborers in maintaining the earth. The duty 
of man is to be a good steward of earth’s natural resources. Man has the 
responsibility to control and protect all creatures on land and in the sea 
for his existence and growth. ‘And let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth (Gen: 1:26). 
 
Stewardship is also to be understood in the use of earth’s available 
resources. Rich nations exploit the mineral resources of weak, less 

developed countries. Poorer nations are then forced to accept the harmful 
byproducts of such exploitation by rich nations in exchange for financial resources. 
However, these financial resources may then go to enrich a select, elite group 
within that poor nation instead of the wealth being used to enrich the general 
population of that nation. On one side, malnutrition and poverty in poor nations 
cause death and disease, while on the other, rich nations dump excess resources 
into the world’s oceans and lands.  
 
Let us hope that human beings will relinquish the thought that they are the sole 
owners of the entire universe and are therefore entitled to use these resources 
without any responsibility or sense of culpability. Man has no right to mercilessly 
exploit nature or to destroy its balance by forgetting his responsibility towards future 

generations. Each one of us should accept personal responsibility to conserve 
nature and curtail waste. We should remember that as Christians, we are not 
entitled to anything by sheer virtue of human rights. What we have are 
privileges that God has given us to use. Many environmental problems arise 
due to man’s irresponsible dealing with God and his fellow beings. An 
understanding of humanity must be viewed from the broader perspective of 
stewardship – a stewardship that is responsible for all creation.  
 
The Scripture illustrates God not merely as the Creator of the past, but also the 

Creator of the present. Creation is an ongoing process, both in regard to the human 
experience and the world around us. We read in the Scripture, ‘In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1) and it is our hope that we will see 
a new heaven and a new earth (Rev 1:1, Is 65:17, 66:22). God’s people are 
expected to submit themselves to His will, so that they will be used as instruments 
to fulfill the process of creation that is repeatedly carried over until it reaches the 
level of perfection that God has intended. God utilizes human beings by equipping 
them with sufficient grace and strength. All discoveries and innovations are 
therefore a continuation of God’s creation, thus revealing God’s greatness. 
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Values For Life 
It is by faith we understand that the Universe was created by God’s word. He has 
entrusted us with the responsibilities and privileges of stewardship. God provides us 
with sufficient grace in sustaining and fulfilling His creation. 

Life Response 
God, You are the Creator of all things and the Master of the Universe. There is no 
other God but you. 

Closing Prayer 
Father Almighty, empower us with unwavering faith. We thank you for your mas-

terful creation and the world you gave us to care for. Help us to be good stewards 
and help us always to live a life pleasing to you. Amen 

As stewards, it is our responsibility to acknowledge that all the wisdom 
and intellect are inspired by God. Our aim is to always protect and care 
for the universe, in order to fulfill God’s purpose. However, that is easier 

said than done. Consider the following case studies: 
 
Case Study 1 
 A geological survey in a poor country, where most people live below the poverty 
line, finds a large deposit of minerals hidden underneath a rainforest that is well 
known for its diversity of flora. Mining companies from rich nations offer the people 
of that poor nation billions of dollars for the rights to extract the minerals. How 
should the poor nation respond and why? What does it need to consider? 
 
Case Study 2 
Bloomingdales, a luxury US retail outlet, is known for its line of expensive animal 
furs. A militant group of animal-rights activists decides to protest Bloomingdales’ 
sales of animal furs by breaking into a warehouse, stealing a large number of furs 
and burning them in a public display that is then broadcast on YouTube. What 
should be your response and why? What do you need to consider? 

Group Discussion: 

Memory Verse: 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handi-
work. 
Psalms 24:1-2 
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Multiple Choice 
1) The concept that God formed the universe out of nothing can best be described by creation: 
  i. A priori    ii. Ex nihilio    iii. Ceteris paribus             
  
2) A name of a theory that explains how the universe began is: 
  i. the Big Bang Theory       ii. Faraday’s Theory  iii. the Fundamental Theorem 
  
3) God created sea creatures and birds on the: 
  i. second day                     ii. fourth day              iii. fifth day 
  
Short Answers 
1) Describe the Big Bang theory. 
2) Explain the relationship created between poor nations and rich nations that abuses resources. 
3) Describe the various responsibilities of man as a steward over creation. 
 
Essay 
The US government decides that coal mining, if allowed to continue, will cause irreparable damage 
to the environment and is considering closing down all coal mining operations and plants in the 
United States. However, many thousands of families depend on the coal mining industry for jobs to 
put food on the table. Given the Bible’s position on our stewardship of natural resources and using 
knowledge that you may have gained through other studies, how do you think the US government 
should respond?  
 
In writing your essay, do the following: 
a) Introduction (briefly summarize the challenge and who you consider the interested parties to be) 
 
b) Describe two issues that the US government needs to consider in making its decision. 
 
c) Describe what you consider to be the Biblical position on this dilemma. You may use the story of 

creation within Genesis, any characters/events/concepts in the Bible, and information gained via 
studies outside of the Bible to support your viewpoint. (Note: It is not necessary to use all of these 
so long as you properly support your position). 

 
d) Conclusion 

Lesson Review: 

GRADE 
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Rebuilding the World 

Theme:  
Science and Faith 

Aim & Objectives: 

To discuss, compare, 

and integrate science 

and faith within our 

changing society.  

GRADE 
10 

 
 

Enter into the lesson with the motive of teaching that science and faith can coexist. 

 

Meditate on how God uses Elijah and, through him, God uses the environment to display His Glory.  

 

Reflect on other instances when “miracles” happen in the Bible (Joshua 10, 1 Kings 17 and Exodus 
15.) 

 

Be prepared to address how God affects students’ lives and how faith allows them to be used as 
vessels  

Teacher’s Preparation: 
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16 
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to 

meet Elijah. 
17 

When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, 
you troubler of Israel?” 
18 

“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and 
your father’s family have. You have abandoned the Lord’s 
commands and have followed the Baals. 

19 
Now summon the 

people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And 
bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four 
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
20 

So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the 
prophets on Mount Carmel. 

21 
Elijah went before the people and 

said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the 
Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 
But the people said nothing. 
22 

Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s 
prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 

23 
Get 

two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, 
and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set 
fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but 
not set fire to it. 

24 
Then you call on the name of your god, and I 

will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—
he is God.” 
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 
25 

Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls 
and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the 
name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 

26 
So they took the 

bull given them and prepared it. 
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. 
“Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no response; no 
one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 
27 

At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. 
“Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or 
traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 

28 
So 

Rebuilding the World  

Theme:  
Science and Faith 

Aim & Objectives: 

To discuss, compare, 

and integrate science 

and faith within our 

changing society.  
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they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, 
until their blood flowed. 

29 
Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until 

the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid 
attention. 
30 

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired 
the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 

31 
Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of 

the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your 
name shall be Israel.” 

32 
With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he 

dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs
[a]

 of seed. 
33 

He arranged the wood, 
cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with 
water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.” 
34 

“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 

35 
The water ran down around 

the altar and even filled the trench. 
36 

At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am 
your servant and have done all these things at your command. 

37 
Answer me, Lord, answer 

me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts 
back again.” 
38 

Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the 
soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 
39 

When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! The 
Lord—he is God!” 
40 

Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” 
They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered 
there. 

GRADE 
10 

Student’s Introduction to the Lesson: 

The construction of a passenger airplane requires intri-
cate measurements and precise calculations to allow 
every gear and every piston to function, but what hap-
pens if a technological mishap occurs? The probability of 
an airplane crash at any given moment is 1 in 1,200,000.  
 
On January 15, 2009, a US Airways Airbus A320 twin-
engine jetliner, a passenger airplane, malfunctioned, spi-
raling the frantic 150 passengers and five crewmembers 
towards the Hudson River by New York City. With pas-
sengers watching their own descent toward an untimely 
death, all of them buckled down and listened to the com-
mands of the crewmembers to duck and take cover.  
 
All hope was lost and all that was left were scared passengers who relied on the only option they 
had at that moment to cope with their dire situation- prayer. The passengers continued praying as 
they heard a countdown to their potential untimely death. As their prayers rose, nothing short of a 
miracle presented itself- as the pilot, Chesley B. “Sully” Sullenberger, steered the skidding plane 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Kgs%2018:16-1Kgs%2018:40#fen-NIV-9374a


 
 

Introduction 

The story of the Hudson River airplane crash is an example of how God uses 
people for His work even when all hope seems lost. We also see how God’s 
sovereignty presents itself in the people He uses within the Bible. Elijah, a man 
from Tishbe, was one of many people God used to carry out His mission.  

Elijah the Tishbite 

Elijah the Tishbite was from Tishbe in Gilead. He was a “man of God and the word 
of the Lord from his mouth was the truth” (1 Kings 17:24). He was a prophet 
characterized by his faith in the Lord no matter the circumstance and he always 
remained obedient to the Lord. Elijah was bold enough to proclaim to King Ahab 
the grievances the king had committed against God and, by the Lord’s command, 
placed a drought over the lands.  

Knowing well that the drought would affect him, Elijah still continued on 
with the plan having full trust and faith in God. From there he obeyed 
the Lord’s command to go to the Kerith Ravine, where God provided 
him water from the brook and meat and bread were fed to him by 
ravens. Even after the brook dried up, Elijah didn’t waver in his faith 
and listened to God’s command to go to a widow at Zarephath, where 
he was fed and taken care of by way of God’s provisions to the widow. 
Though there was a shortage of flour and oil, the widow never ran dry 
of them because the Lord provided a constant supply. Elijah also 
raised the widow’s boy from the dead through steadfast pleading and 

prayer to God- a scientific anomaly that can only be explained by the presence of 
God in Elijah’s life. All these events led up to Elijah’s return to confront King Ahab 
before all the people of the land. 

Baal and Asherah 

Ahab, son of Omri, was the king of Israel and reigned in Samaria over Israel. He 
did “more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him.” He married 
Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal (king of the Sidonians), and served Baal and 
worshipped him by setting up altars for Baal and poles for Asherah in Samaria. 
After the Lord used Elijah to place a drought upon the lands, Elijah fled and King 

Bible Exposition: 
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across the river and landed it safely upon the river waters. The local ferries around 
the plane saved all the passengers and crewmembers with no casualties. Local 
newspapers reported this incident as an incredible feat, something beyond human 
comprehension, in short- a miracle

1
. God used Sullenberger as a vessel for His 

glory. It’s times like these where we see an application of both science and faith in 
action- where science, something we put our faith in, fails, but prayer, an applica-
tion of our faith, establishes hope and displays the sovereignty of God. How else 
can we see faith and science interact and allow us to see the true beauty of God’s 
creation?  



Ahab and Queen Jezebel went throughout the lands searching for him. Queen 
Jezebel went throughout the lands to kill the Lord’s prophets and believers of the 
one true God. As a result, people were terrified of Jezebel and were afraid to speak 
for they feared for their lives.  

The Showdown on Mount Carmel 

When Elijah appeared to King Ahab through the guidance of Obadiah, Elijah 
requested King Ahab to summon all the peoples of Israel to meet Elijah on top of 
Mount Carmel. Along with the people, Elijah persuaded King Ahab to bring the 450 
prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah who ate at Jezebel’s table. On Mount 
Carmel, Elijah declared to the people that there couldn’t be two gods among the 
people; that they must choose either the Lord as God, or Baal as God. Elijah, 
knowing that he was only one prophet of the Lord versus the 850 prophets of Baal 
and Asherah, prepared a challenge for Baal’s prophets- that whichever god 
answered by setting fire to the offering placed on the altar would be deemed the 
true God.  

Faith Beyond Reason 

Elijah allowed the prophets of Baal and Asherah to make their altar first. They cut up 
pieces of wood and placed a bull as an offering to Baal and proclaimed praises, 
slashed themselves to allow their blood offering to flow, and pled to Baal from 
morning to evening for fire. In all that the prophets of Baal and Asherah did, no one 
answered and no one paid attention. Elijah had so much faith in God that he knew 

that the 850 prophets calling out for fire from Baal was an exercise 
in futility. 

Elijah then told the people to approach him and observe what the 
Lord was to provide for them on that day. Elijah didn’t summon an 
instant miracle but instead repaired the altar of God that had been 
thrown down by setting up twelve stones, representing the twelve 
tribes of Israel, to serve as this altar. He then arranged the wood for 
the altar, laid the bull on the wood, built a trench around the altar 
and then asked the people to pour four large jars of water three 
times over the altar (which was enough to fill up the trench). Then 
Elijah prayed to God and a great fire burned the offering and even 

licked up the water in the trench. At this magnificent sight, the people fell prostrate 
and proclaimed that the Lord is God.  

Elijah didn’t rely on his words. He didn’t put the altar in a specific way for there to be 
a fire- he asked the people to do it themselves. He even requested that water be 
poured over all the items of the altar, so much so that the trench was full of water. In 
science, we know that wet items cannot burn because of decreased flammability. All 
these steps were taken to demonstrate the sovereignty of God- how He is the 
controller of the physical world. All the glory was given to the Lord and none was 
taken by Elijah. The people turned to God by witnessing the whole incident and 
participating in the event without Elijah’s persuasion.  
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Describe and try to arrive at definitions for science and faith. 

Discuss how science and faith can work together in the following case studies. 

Case Study 1: 

A child is shaking in bed with what appears to be a fever. Various visitors have ad-
vised the parents to bring the child to a doctor to have him treated it but the parents 
insist that their faith in God will heal the child and refuse medical intervention. In-
stead, they plan to hold a prayer session in their home, inviting various religious 
Christian authorities to attend by citing James 5:14-15 as proof of their faith. What 
is the appropriate course of action? How can faith be misinterpreted or misused? Is 
there a place where faith ends and science begins? 

Case Study 2: 

A little boy is afraid to sleep alone in the dark. His mother advises him to pray to 
Jesus to not be afraid of the dark. He prays but is still afraid of the dark. His older 
sister, seeing this, gets him a night light that gives off a soft blue glow. He is now 
able to go to sleep without being afraid. Who won – faith or science? Was this a 
competition in the first place? What would have been the appropriate use of faith/
science in this case? 

Group Discussion: 

Rebuilding the Modern World  

Today we live in a world where technology runs our lives. Even aspects of our 
worship today become hindered when technology fails us in mid-worship, yet the 
worship still remains beautiful because God is a constant presence in our life far 
above technological advances or failures.  

Scientific discoveries in various fields have benefited the human race 
immeasurably, allowing us to go far beyond our beginnings. For example, 
advancements in the field of medicine have allowed us to investigate ways of 
prolonging our lifespan and eradicating illness.  As a result, there has been a 
significant increase in average life spans over the last five decades. Technological 
progress has helped people lead more productive lives. 

However, like Baal and Asherah of Elijah’s time, science and modern technology 
are becoming what people think can save them and replace the need for God. 
When Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Sandy, and Typhoon Haiyan struck, many 



Life Response 
God used Elijah not only to defeat Baal, but also to turn His people back to Him. 
He used Elijah and Baal as a means to show the people the error of their ways 
and gave them the opportunity to return to Him. God uses the difficult situations 
of our lives to reveal His purpose. Elijah’s story shows how God can take control 
of the seemingly uncontrollable and use it for His purpose. All the miracles of our 
lives can attest to how faith can prevail when science fails. 

Closing Prayer 
Lord, forgive us for putting our blind faith solely in science when it should’ve 
always been in You. My might and intellect are nothing compared to Your 

greatness. Thank you for showing your grace and love for us even though we 
are unworthy of them.  

Memory Verse: 
“Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, O Lord, are 
God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”  
1 Kings 18: 37  
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Values For Life 
God uses people to accomplish difficult tasks to train and mold people into insti-
gators of faith for His Purpose. Though we may not have the foresight to know 
what we will be doing in the years to come, God leads and unveils His mission 
through our experiences. As God used Elijah for His Glory, He also uses us for 
seemingly impossible tasks to accomplish a greater mission. Many modernized 
nations are now slowly inching toward policies that are designed to deliberately 
exclude any influence from any religion, including teachings of the Christian faith. 
While this may be disheartening, we should simply see it as a challenge to ex-
plore and profess our faith even more than we do today. We should identify and 
distinguish the limitations of science and the infinite power of faith in God, as 
seen with Elijah and his burnt offering to God. Elijah used science to further con-
vey God’s glory by showing how that while there may be limitations established 
by scientific laws, there are no boundaries to what God can do.  

Sources: 

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB123205240502786899  

Freebibleimages.com 

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB123205240502786899
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Multiple Choice:  

1. How were the Israelites exposed to Baal and Asherah in this lesson? 

a. When Ahab married Jezebel, he chose to follow her gods and made all Israelites do the 
same. 

b. The Israelites were angry that they were in exile, so they turned away from the Lord. 

c. Elijah led the Israelites to Baal. 

d. The Israelites always worshiped Baal and Asherah.  

 

2. How many times does Elijah ask for the water to be poured over the stone altar? 

a. 1   b.  2   c.  3   d. 4 

 

3. How many prophets of Baal and Asherah were present? 

a. 250  b.  450  c.  400  d.  850 

 

4. How did the Israelites respond to Elijah’s offering being burned by the Lord? 

a. They fled from Elijah’s sight out of fear. 

b. They ignored the sight and continued worshipping Baal and Asherah. 

c. They turned from their wicked ways, fell prostrate before the Lord and declared Him as 
God. 

d. They chased Elijah out of the city. 

 

Short Questions: 

1. How did Elijah proceed in showing God’s glory to the people? 

2. How did Baal and Baal’s prophets fail to show that they were the victors? 

3. How did God prove, through Elijah, that He was restoring the people back to Him? 

 

Essay Question:  

500 Words  

What role did Elijah carry out in the Lord’s mission in bringing the people back to Him? Be sure to 
include the following: 

a. Introduction 

b. Describe who Elijah was. 

c. Elijah’s encounter with King Ahab and how he stood up for his faith 

d. Elijah vs. Baal and Asherah at Mount Carmel  

e. Describe how we can keep our faith in the midst of scientific advancement             

f. Conclusion 

Lesson Review: 
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The Choice of Life and Death 

Theme:  
Loving God and Freedom of Choice 

Aim & Objectives: 

1. Covenants are 
made by God  

2. Man has the 
freedom to choose 
Life or Death 

3. How we can love 
God and keep His 
commandments 

GRADE 
10 

 
 

 Depending on one’s perspective many biblical verses can be classified as covenants. The 
Palestinian covenant is chosen to illustrate the objectives of this lesson.  

 
 Encourage students to reflect on loving their Lord 
 
 Prepare for activities using practical situations of students 
 
Proposed Reading/References Used: 
Katharine D. Sakenfeld et. al, The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: A-C, Abingdon Press, 
2006 (see ‘Covenant’ definition) 

Teacher’s Preparation: 
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God’s Fidelity Assured 
When all these things have happened to you, the blessings and 
the curses that I have set before you, if you call them to mind 
among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 
2 
and return to the Lord your God, and you and your children 

obey him with all your heart and with all your soul, just as I am 
commanding you today, 

3 
then the Lord your God will restore 

your fortunes and have compassion on you, gathering you again 
from all the peoples among whom the Lord your God has 
scattered you. 

4 
Even if you are exiled to the ends of the world, 

from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there he 
will bring you back. 

5 
The Lord your God will bring you into the 

land that your ancestors possessed, and you will possess it; he 
will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 
ancestors.

 

6 
Moreover, the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the 

heart of your descendants, so that you will love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you 
may live. 

7 
The Lord your God will put all these curses on your 

enemies and on the adversaries who took advantage of you. 
8 
Then you shall again obey the Lord, observing all his 

commandments that I am commanding you today, 
9 
and the 

Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your 
livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take 
delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your 
ancestors, 

10 
when you obey the Lord your God by observing his 

commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the 
law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. 
Exhortation to Choose Life

 

11 
Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is 

not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. 
12 

It is not in heaven, 

The Choice of Life and Death 

Theme:  
Loving God and Freedom of Choice 

Aim & Objectives: 

1. Covenants are made by 
God  

2. Man has the freedom to 
choose Life or Death 

3. How we can love God 
and keep His 
commandments 

Deuteronomy 30:1-20 (NRSV) 
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that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 
and observe it?” 

13 
Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the 

other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 
14 

No, the 
word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

 

15 
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 

16 
If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord 
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, 
then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land 
that you are entering to possess. 

17 
But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 

led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 
18 

I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 

20 
loving the 

Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
Reference Deuteronomy 29 

GRADE 
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Student’s Introduction to the Lesson: 

St. Augustine (Aurelius Augustine) was born in Northern Africa (Present day Algeria) in 354 AD to a 
pagan father (Patricius) and a devout Christian mother (Monica). Augustine went to study in the city 
of Carthage at the age of sixteen. In Carthage he was drawn to pagan ideas, theatre, and various 
sins of impurity. From the age of seventeen Augustine maintained a relationship with a woman 
whom he never married. He had a son from this relationship. During this time, he was exposed to 
various schools of philosophical thought, particularly those associated with Greek thought. Subse-
quently, he was attracted to a philosophy called Manichean theology, later deemed to be heretical 
by the universal Christian church due to a number of positions it took that were clearly contrary to 
established Christian thought and Scripture. Among other things, Manichean theology included the 
rejection of God’s omnipotence. None of these philosophical inquiries 
gave Augustine any peace of mind. 
By the age of thirty, Augustine left Carthage for Rome and then went 
to Milan in Italy. Throughout these years his mother Monica continued 
to pray for his conversion to Christianity. He gave up his relationship 
with his mistress upon Monica’s insistence. However, he then began a 
relationship with another woman.  At Milan, Augustine became attract-
ed to Bishop Aurelius Ambrose for the latter’s oratorical skills.  Gradu-
ally, Augustine became interested in the Christian message itself and 
began reading the epistles of St. Paul. Augustine soon became a be-
liever and was baptized at the age of 32. Ten years later he became 
Bishop of Hippo (Hippo is the ancient name of a Roman city in Algeria, 
now known as Annaba). Augustine became a prolific writer and his 
treatises on subjects such as Grace, the Trinity, the Soul, Sacraments 
and various other concepts became authoritative works on Christian 
theology. “The Confessions”, is his autobiography and is the first 
known autobiography in history.  It should also be noted that while Au-
gustine was a highly respected early Christian theologian, considered 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Augustine_Confessiones.jpg
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Covenants 
The word covenant is repeatedly used in the Bible, especially in the Old 
Testament. It is an agreement between two or more persons to do and/or not do 
something specified. However, a covenant is different from a contract.  A 
covenant in its purest form is a mutual commitment but not a conditional one i.e. it 
is not contingent upon one side while a contract is broken immediately if one side 
fails to live up the stipulated conditions. God did not break his covenant with 
Abraham even though Abraham’s descendants failed to uphold their side of the 
time and time again. Biblical covenants are always initiated by God. God in his 
mercy and love instructed or decreed His people or creation to honor these 
covenants in order to have life. God has warned that the rewards of disobedience 
of the covenants are curses or death.   
  
Examples of biblical covenants 
At various times in the biblical history of man, God assures his people of His 
blessings of protection, mercy, kindness and warns of His punishments. There are 
various covenants identified in the Bible: 
 Noahic covenant (Genesis 9: 8-17) 
 Abrahamic covenant:  Genesis chapters 12-16 in junior classes. 
 Mosaic Covenants (Genesis, chapters 17, Exodus chapters 19-24, 34:28 and 
Deut.5:6-22) 
 Palestinian covenant (Deut: chapters 29 and 30) 
 Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7: 12-13) 
 New Covenant (Jeremiah 31: 1-34) 

 

Palestinian covenant –The Palestinian covenant is considered to be part of the 
Mosaic covenants and is also known as the “land covenant” because God gave 
these commandments through Moses to the Israelites just before the Israelites 
were to get possession of the Promised Land of Canaan. These covenants are 
described in Deuteronomy chapters 29 and 30. God made this covenant with 
Israel while they were in Moab waiting to go into the Promised Land. This 
covenant would serve the new generation of Israelites as a reminder of their 
special covenantal relationship with God.  
 

Deuteronomy chapter 30:1-20 can be taken as a summary of the Palestinian 

Bible Exposition: 

GRADE 
10 

to one of the “Church Fathers,” a number of his teachings have been refuted by 
other schools of Christian thought. 
 
Augustine realized that he was following the path of sin or death and chose life by 
becoming a follower of Christ. God blessed him abundantly by magnifying his tal-
ents of oration and writing. His autobiography and other works led people to truth 
and God. He was declared a saint of the Catholic and Anglican Churches and his 
teachings were extremely influential in formulating many doctrines of the Catholic 
Church. 

Israel 
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covenant. Moses reminds the Israelites of the following: 
You can choose Life or Death (blessings or curses - Deut. 30:1,15) 
These commandments are not too hard for you, nor is it far off, but the word is 

near you; it is in your heart, so that you can do it (Deut: 30: 11-14) 
You can obey His commandments by loving the Lord your God (Deut. 30:2,16) 
You will perish and will not live long if your heart turns away from the Lord and 

his commandments (Deut. 30:17-18) 
 

The Palestinian Covenant presupposes that Israel will fail to keep the Mosaic 
Covenant. In the event of such a failure, God promises to do the following if they 
sincerely turn their hearts back to Him: 

 Have compassion on Israel 

 Free Israel from enslavement 

 Re-gather Israel, from all parts of the earth, into their own land 

 Circumcise Israel's heart, such that their love and obedience of God will be 
perfect 
 

Blessings and curses 
The history of the people of Israel is replete with cycles of blessing and 
punishment. We see that the nation of Israel prospered during the times of kings 
such as David and Solomon. During the time of King Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar 
invaded Jerusalem and exiled most of the people to Babylon.  When they turned 
their heart to God during the times of Ezra and Nehemiah, Israel was returned 
from captivity. Many a time, God judged Israel’s enemies and destroyed them. 
Thus, we see a God who delights in blessing the people. We know that Israel as a 
nation rejected Jesus Christ as its Messiah and was once again cursed and cut off 
from the land when the Romans conquered Jerusalem in A.D. 70 after the Jewish 
rebellion. 

 

Freedom of choice 
In the Palestinian covenant, Moses reminds the people that they are free to 
choose life or death. This is similar to the freedom of choice Adam and Eve had 
and they chose death. They consequently lost their dominion and fellowship with 
God. 
 

God’s covenants teach us that we are choosing a blessing or curse whenever a 
choice is made between good and bad. Perhaps, these consequences are not 
visible immediately, as in the case of King Uzziah. However, these decisions will 
affect our inner state of mind and our well being. It is true that we get an inner 
satisfaction and sense of joy when we sincerely love or help another person, 
whereas we feel disgraced after a sinful thought or deed. Not only do we indulge 
in sinful deeds but we also pretend that nothing out of the ordinary has happened! 
When we do something good, the Holy Spirit will strengthen us to do greater 
things that are pleasing to our Lord. 
 

Loving the Lord 
The Palestinian covenant demanded the Israelite nation’s absolute devotion to 
God with all its heart and soul. God demands whole hearted love. That is a love 
shown through a sincere commitment from our heart, soul, mind, strength (Deut. 
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Star of David 



UNIT 1 LESSON 3 GRADE 
10 

GRADE 
10 

30: 2, 16; Mark 12:30). Half hearted love is not love. The supreme example of love 
is that shown by Jesus Christ when he obeyed the Father on the cross.  
 

Have you ever asked yourself the question: Do I love my Lord? Many of us have 
the following train of thought: God is love and He is my Father and therefore it is 
His responsibility to keep me safe and sound and grant fulfillment of my needs and 
even luxuries. If we do not get our needs or luxuries, we turn away from the Lord, 
become unhappy and start seeking other gods. In Mark 12: 28 -31 we read a 
conversation between a scribe and Jesus. Jesus taught him that the most 
important of the commandments is that “you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your strength”. 

 

Loving the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength is very 
burdensome. It involves great sacrifice. All dimensions of life have to 
bear this concept of sacrificial love as Jesus did. In the garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus requested the Father to remove the agony of the 
cross but submitted by saying, “not my will but yours” and was 
empowered to say “it is finished” on the cross. This is the model of love 
and obedience that we should emulate.  When we seek our Lord, we 
should seek Him with a pure mind, concentrating on him, praising him 
with all our heart and soul. We have to devote our best to the Lord and 
do the things that please Him with all our strength. Then, we realize 
that our responsibility in this world is for the glory of His name and we 
will begin to love others as ourselves. We will keep his commandments 
with a full heart and soul. (“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments”, John 14:15). 

  
The Difficult Relationship between “Freedom of Choice” and “Loving the 
Lord” 
 
Freedom as a concept is central to the constitutions of many countries and human 
rights organizations. A nation with a diverse population such as the United States, 
which is composed of peoples of different backgrounds and religious affiliations (or 
no religious affiliation), has always exhibited an uneasy balance between 
embracing human freedom and loving God simply because individuals, families 
and wider communities have different views of these and all are granted equal 
rights to voice those views in order to live in harmony with each other. 
 
As an example, the Declaration of Independence of the United States asserts the 
following: 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.- 

The U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment grants freedom of religion to U.S. citizens 
but in practice, various arguments arise as to how best to exercise this freedom 
(ex: prayers in public schools). Politicians will often play by one set of rules to gain 
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1. Discuss the freedom of choice – its meaning and implication in your life. Exam-
ples: Telling the truth or a lie; opportunity to steal or return a found item; oppor-
tunity to give comfort to a sick/elderly person in public transit by offering your 
seat; genuinely congratulating somebody on his/her achievement or harboring 
resentment or jealousy. 

2. What does loving your Lord mean in your life? Discuss and provide examples.  

3. Discuss the conflict between freedom of choice and loving God. 

Group Discussion: 

GRADE 
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votes and while in office, change tack in order to stay in office. Judges may issues 
opinions that are not consistent throughout their tenure. A Christian is called to 
navigate through these uncertain times by loving God. Often, this means making 
the best of a difficult situation and trusting that God will give one the strength to see 
it through. 
 
Loving God may very well mean not accepting the general opinion of the public i.e. 
going against the flow. Persecution, including ostracism in the media or legal 
challenges in the courts, may result from loving God. It is extremely difficult to 
embrace loving God in these circumstances. Christians will be under pressure, 

Values For Life 
Let us love God fully, obey His commandments and choose life. All of us have the 
freedom to do good or bad in our daily lives. Every day we are presented with multi-
ple choices in our life situations.  

Some examples are:  watch appropriate movies or inappropriate ones; browse ethi-
cal versus unethical websites; be kind to a fellow student/neighbor or be hostile and 
cold; ignore a person or listen; attend a church service or stay home, and so forth. 
Every day we make our choices without much consultation of the Lord and continue 
to live our lives. We do not think much about the consequences of our choices. 

Through prayer, we can seek God’s wisdom to make correct choices. 

Life Response 
The Father has sent His Son to this world. Are we accepting or rejecting Him? 
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Closing Prayer 
Dear Lord, We love you with all our heart, soul and mind. Please help us to keep 
your covenants sacred and give us the wisdom to be able to make the right 
choices in our lives. AMEN.  

Memory Verse: 
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants 
may live.”  
Deuteronomy 30:19  
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Multiple Choice:  

1.  The name of St. Augustine’s autobiography is: 

i. The Works of Augustine of Hippo ii. The Confessions   iii. Life of a Sinner 
 
2.  The Palestinian covenant is also called the: 
i. Land covenant    ii. New covenant  iii. Noahic covenant 
  
3.  Jesus taught to love God with the following (choose the most accurate answer):  
i. heart, soul, mind, strength  ii. heart, soul   iii. spirit, mind, strength 
 
 
Short Answers 
1. Summarize the four points of the Palestinian Covenant. 
2. Give two examples of punishments that the people of Israel suffered due to their disobedience 

under the covenants 
3. Describe the difference between a covenantal commitment and a contractual commitment. 
 
Essay 
Many people in the Bible have encountered blessings and curses throughout their lives. Discuss 
specific ways in which the decisions made by the biblical characters led to blessings and curses in 
their lives. The essay must include:  
 

a) Introduction 
b) Identify and describe two such individuals who have received blessings as result of their 

obedience to God 
c) Identify and describe two individuals who have been cursed as a result of their 

disobedience to God 
d) Explain how freedom of choice played a role in the resulting consequences.  
e) Conclusion 

Lesson Review: 
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Worship 

Theme:  
Creation worships The Creator 

Aim & Objectives: 

To introduce students to 
the nature, development 
and content of Christian 
worship  

GRADE 
10 

 
 

1. Study of worship based on biblical understanding. 

 

2. Characteristics of Christian worship.  Invocation is to invoke and arouse one’s whole self, body 

mind and spirit to worship the Divine Lord. Physical Supplication is submitting to the will of God 

through the act of worship. 

 

3.  Mar Thoma tradition of worship vs. other styles of worship.  

Teacher’s Preparation: 
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1
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 

throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 

temple.
2
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 

wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew.
3
And one called to 

another and said:  

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  

the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
4
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who 

called, and the house filled with smoke.
5
And I said: ‘Woe is me! I 

am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 
6
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 

been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.
7
The seraph

-
 touched 

my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, 

your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’
8
Then I heard 

the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

Worship 

Theme:  
Creation worships The Creator 

Aim & Objectives: 

To introduce students to 
the nature, development 
and content of Christian 
worship  

Isaiah 6:1-8 (NRSV) 
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Acts 2:42-47 (NRSV) 

42 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 

Awe came upon everyone, 

because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 
44 

All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
45 

they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
 
to 

all, as any had need. 
46 

Day by day, as they spent much time together 

in the temple, they broke bread at home
 
and ate their food with glad 
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and generous
 
hearts, 

47 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 

Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

Other references—Deuteronomy 6:4-14, Isaiah 1:11-17, Matthew 22:37-40 & Revelation 4:8-11 
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Student’s Introduction to the Lesson: 

Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!  

Frances Jane Crosby born March 24, 1820, known as the "Queen of 

Gospel Song Writers" is not only the author of this famous hymn, but al-

most 8000 total hymns. Frances was born in Webster, New York to a Pu-

ritan family. At the age of 6 weeks, Frances had become sick and devel-

oped inflammation of her eyes. She was taken to a physician who was 

believed by the family to have treated her condition incorrectly and ulti-

mately led to blindness.  

Crosby was raised by her mother Mercy Crosby and maternal grand-

mother, Eunice Paddock Crosby. These women grounded Frances in 

Protestant Christian principles, helping her to memorize long passages 

from the Bible. Frances became an active member of the John Street Methodist Episcopal Church in 

New York City. 

Crosby never allowed the tragedy to interfere with her worship of God. Instead she allowed her situ-

ation to help her focus more on her responsibility to worship God.  

Crosby remarked: "It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all 

my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I 

would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the 

beautiful and interesting things about me."  

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long; 

People of all ages have tried to discover the Creator of this uni-

verse whose work they saw, but whom they did not know. Creation responds to the creator in differ-

ent ways. As human beings, we are responding to God through our worship based on our under-

standing of Him through the Bible and traditions. We continue the worship which has been passed 

along to us by the generations and revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.  

Bible Exposition: 
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1. Different aspects of worship 

 A.  What is worship? 

 The word “worship” originates from the Old English word “worth-ship”. 
Worship means worthiness, respect or reverence paid to the Divine 
Being. This means giving God His value; God is really worthy of our 
total self-offering. In worship believers communicate with God almighty. 
Christian worship is the human response to the revelatory work of God 
in the past, present and future. It is the offering of adoration and 
thanksgiving for His awesome intervention into human history. 

 
B. Purpose of Worship 

Worship is the highest spiritual activity of humans as it is a bridge of  

fellowship with the Divine. It is the mystical union of creation with the 

Creator that ushers renewal and revelation. It is to recall the salvation 

offered to us by God in Christ. Worship encourages the believers to 

experience God, speak to Him and receive his commission. Worship is 

to fulfill God’s purpose of creation.  

 

C.  Elements of Worship  
 Worship is not a chaotic compilation of prayers, songs, and rituals. It is 

an orderly symphony of invocations, music and physical supplications. 
Wherein the essential elements of symbolism, mystery, music, 
prostration, etc are common to all religious traditions. In Christian 
worship the important elements are adoration, confession, thanksgiving, 
supplication (intersession) and dedication. The word of God and the 
sacraments are at the heart of our worship. The Holy Communion is the 
most distinguishing mark of Christian worship which encompasses all 
these elements together.  

 
2.  Biblical Understanding of Worship 

 A.  Old Testament 

In the light of the Old Testament (OT), we get a historical and 

chronological development of worship in the Israelite nation. In the 

earlier community they worshipped God as their response to the 

revelation of God in their daily life experience. 

They had some OT scriptures and psalms used in their worship. As a 

part of their worship, they had “sacrifices” of different types. For a 

certain period, worship was centered on the Ark of the Covenant/Ark of 

the Testimony. (This was a chest containing the Tablets of Stone on 

which the Ten Commandments were inscribed, Aaron’s rod, a jar of 

manna and the first Torah scroll as written by Moses which was 

accepted as the presence of God, Ref. Exodus 25:22; 2 Chronicles 
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35:3; 1 Kings 8:9.) They used different types of instruments in their 

worship. They had priests, prophets, and leaders and specific laws to 

conduct these offerings of sacrifices as and when they needed it.  

In the OT, people worshipped in a disciplined manner according to the 

laws of worship. Jesus attended this type of worship in the synagogue. 

Through the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the meaning of 

synagogue worship was transformed while maintaining the aspects of 

worship.  

 B.  New Testament:   

In the New Testament, the reformative developments of worship 

centered on the person of Christ, His teachings, resurrection, ascension 

and second coming. New Testament affirms that God’s grace cannot be 

achieved by offering sacrifices of any kind. The sacrifice of Christ makes 

God’s grace effective once and for all. The early Christian church 

refined a new form of worship guided by the apostles, who were the 

eyewitnesses of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Here worship is 

offered in the name of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. Worship in 

spirit and truth is our relationship to God by Jesus Christ who is the 

truth, through the Holy Spirit. This worship is not limited to church 

service alone but to every aspect of our life. 

This is what Jesus taught in His public ministry written in the Gospel 

according to St. John 4: 24, “God is spirit, and those who worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth.”  

3. Characteristics of Christian worship. 

 A.  Individual & Corporate worship: 

 Christian faith and worship is founded in community. It is the divine 

experience of the mystical and corporate body of the faithful redeemed, 

reconciled and united. The church is a worshiping community.  Jesus 

says “where two or three are gathered in my name there I am in the 

midst of them” (Mt. 18:20). Extension of corporate worship has to be 

revealed in our individual lives.  

 

B. Expression of Faith: 

 Prayer 

 Bible reading  

 Obedience 

 Giving of resources (time, finances, skills & talents) 

 Serving and helping others  

 Mission (Sharing Faith & Witnessing)  

 Building relationships  
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 God driven life 

 

4.  Mar Thoma Tradition of Worship 

The philosophical and rational quest of western world has significantly 
impacted the spirituality and doctrines of the Church. The many reform 
movements within the Western Church gave birth to numerous 
denominations bringing about alternative styles of worship.  

 
In a similar manner The Mar Thoma Syrian Church follows the Eastern 
Christian Tradition in its worship pattern. The Mar Thoma Church is rich 
in its heritage. The worship services which are filled with biblically sound 
prayers and at the same time gestures and symbols, has an 
important role to formulate and strengthen the worshipper’s faith. 

Some examples are the Cross & Candle, censor/incense, kiss of peace, 
vestments, bread and wine.  

Symbols and signs in worship is the mere human attempt to comprehend 

the immense truths of God and faith and the virtues of love, sacrifice and 

hope that elude the linguistic parameters. This makes worship a more 

personal, relevant & powerful experience.   

 

Think of all the different styles of Christian worship. Analyze the similarities and dif-

ferences with the styles compared to the style of worship Jesus participated in.   

Group Discussion: 

Values For Life 
Christian worship is a personal and corporate witness of God’s faithfulness. Ac-

cording to J.G Davies, a famous theologian, “worship is the breathing in and mis-

sion is the breathing out”. This inherent relationship thrusts the faithful into the 

world for service and sacrifice as the completion to the worship experience. 

Life Response 
Some people are called to lead worship. Others are called to assist in the worship 

and still a congregation is called to sing praises and worship God.  One major re-

sponsibility of the congregation is to earnestly pray for those who lead the worship, 

who speak from the Word of God, and for all the worshippers.  We should also ask 

God to focus our minds and hearts so that we may be able to offer sacrifices that 
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Closing Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us through your son Jesus. Give us your 

grace and mercy to live a life pleasing to you. Help us to offer the sacrifice of 

praise and thanks giving. Help us to love you and love one another in worship to 

you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Memory Verse: 
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship.” 

Romans 12:1 
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Short Answers 
1. The uniqueness of Christianity and our Order of Worship  

 

2. The importance of individual and corporate worship  

 

3. How Christianity is different from other religions. 

 

4. Trace the Jewish roots of Christianity – (Jesus a Jew and authors of Bible mostly Jews) 

 
Essay 
Discuss how worship in Old Testament times evolved into worship in New Testament times.  

Discuss how New Testament worship embodies the teachings of Christ. 

Lesson Review: 

GRADE 
10 



UNIT 1 LESSON 5 GRADE 
10 

Apologetics  

Theme:  
Understanding God’s revelation in History  

Aim & Objectives: 

How Logic and History 
are used in developing 
our faith in God.  

GRADE 
10 

 
 

Prepare to extensively discuss the use of logic, reason and history to understand God’s revelation, 
but conclude with the understanding that ultimately faith plays the key and foundational role in ones 
belief of Christ’s incarnation and resurrection. Emphasize the fact that we may not always have 
clear answers and proof which ultimately keeps things a mystery to our limited minds and intellect.  

Teacher’s Preparation: 
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22 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 

“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 
23 

For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24 
The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, 

25 
nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 

26 
From one 

ancestor
 
he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 

27 
so that they would search for 

God
 
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he 

is not far from each one of us. 
28 

For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

29 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 

and imagination of mortals. 
30 

While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 
31 

because he has fixed a day on which he 

will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.” 

Apologetics  

Theme:  
Understanding God’s revelation in History 

Aim & Objectives: 

How Logic and History 
are used in developing 
our faith in God.  

Acts 17:22-31 (NRSV) 
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Student’s Introduction to the Lesson: 

In the first unit of this book, we covered many concepts of God’s Wonderful 
world. However, the idea and existence of God are often debated. In a 2011 
Gallup survey, it showed that over 90% of Americans believed in God. Howev-
er, it seems that more often than not, we as Christians are challenged to prove 
the existence of God and furthermore, prove Jesus Christ is God. 
 
Clive Staples Lewis, also known as C.S. Lewis was a novelist, theologian and 
apologist of the Christian faith. He is best known for writing fictional stories 
such as The Screwtape Letters and The Chronicles of Narnia, both of which 
have a strong Christian theme. His book entitled, Mere Christianity was voted 
best book of the twentieth century by Christianity Today in 2000. Because of 
works like this, Lewis was regarded as one of the greatest Christian apologists.  Apologetics is the 
understanding the revelation of God using historical references, logic and philosophy.  
 
Lewis, born in Belfast, Ireland was the grandson of an Anglican priest and was raised in a church-
going family. However he became an atheist at the age of 15 because he viewed religion as a chore 
and duty. He was, “very angry with God for not existing.” While in Oxford, due to the influences of 
friends such as J. R. Tolkien, author of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, Lewis once again em-
braced Christianity in 1931. Lewis passed away on November 22, 1963, but his death was over-
shadowed by the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and media coverage was insignifi-
cant. His faith and belief in Christ can be summed up by his quote, “I believe in Christianity as I be-
lieve that the Sun has risen, not only because I see it but because by it I see everything else. “ 

 

Apologetics - Science and art of defending the faith 

Apo – “from” 

Logos – “ Word”, “Logic”, “Reasoning” 

Noun – Defense 

Verb – to make your defense 

 

Biblical References: 

Act 9:22, Acts 17:2 , Acts 18:4, Acts 19:8-9, Isaiah 1:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:21, Luke 16:31  

 

LOGIC: The existence of creation strongly suggests the existence of a creator. 

1. If something exists, it either: Comes from something else which means it is circular – Chicken or 

the egg? 

2. Comes from nothing. Can you make a cake right now while sitting in this class? No ingredients = 

no cake! 

3. Comes from something that has always existed = ETERNAL. This “something” must exist out-

side of time and space. Exodus 3:14 

 

Bible Exposition: 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=64513EQ4G-zAhM&tbnid=uwcuIpPpWYFeTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2013/03/cs-lewis-long-terrible-story-of-man.html&ei=tQ71Uu7eMoulsASt2YDYCQ&bvm=bv.60799247,d.d
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CREATION COMES FROM SOMETHING ETERNAL, SO IS IT: 

1. Eternal Universe or 

2. Eternal Being 

 

Eternal Universe  

Its common knowledge that the universe isn’t eternal, but had a beginning ten to 

twenty billion years ago, and that it is expanding. The Hubble Telescope has 

proven that in recent years.  

 

For something to bring itself into being it must have the power of being within it-

self. It must at least have enough power to cause its own being. If it derives its 

being from some other source, then it clearly is not self-existent or self-created. It 

would be, plainly and simply, an effect. It also would have to have existed before 

it was created. Before it had any being with which to exercise power, it would 

have to have the power of existing.  

1. Nothing finite can create infinite. Anything that will ultimately die or end does not 

have the capacity to create something that will live forever. 

2. Only animate can create animate and inanimate, not vice versa. Can you tell a 

bottle to make a puppy? No. 

3. The concept of an eternal being is the only way to explain the first creation.  

Teleological argument  

1. The universe is carefully structured and organized.  

2. Creation is too intricate, systematic, adaptive, purposeful or beautiful to have oc-

curred randomly or accidentally.  

3. Therefore, creation must have been created by an intelligent, wise, or purpose-

ful being.  

 

Moral argument – There is a right and wrong. Moral values exist whether or not a 

person or culture believes them. Even if an individual does not acknowledge God, 

the moral values are from Him. People take these for granted as basic. Examples: 

Stealing and murder are condemned in these law codes while honoring parents and 

keeping marriage vows are applauded. Child abuse, violence and rape are seen as 

wrong while caring and nurturing of children is appreciated. 

 

Characteristics of an Eternal Being: 

1. Eternal  

2. He is the cause or creator of all we see and do not see 

3. Infinitely knowledgeable  – Omniscient 

4. Possesses infinite power - Omnipotent 

5. Exists everywhere - Omnipresent 

6. Unchanging Nature  

…..everything points to God 
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Rev. Matt Slick, the President and Founder of the Christian Apologetics and Re-

search Ministry, says, “Logic is typically very important in apologetics. To defend 

the faith, the Christian must use truth, facts, and reason appropriately and prayerful-

ly. The Christian should listen to objections and make rational comments in direct 

response to the issues raised. Logic is simply a tool in the arsenal of Christian apol-

ogetics. Logic is a system of reasoning. It is the principles of proper thinking used to 

arrive at correct conclusions. Logic is not what saves a person. Jesus does that and 

we are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1). Therefore, the proper use of logic in apol-

ogetics is to remove intellectual barriers that hinder a person from accepting Jesus 

as Savior. Logic is not to be looked at as the answer to every problem facing Chris-

tianity or every objection raised against it.  Logic has its limits. It cannot guarantee 

wisdom. It cannot prove or disprove inspiration or love.  It cannot replace the intui-

tion gained through experience, the prompting of the Holy Spirit, nor the clear truth 

of God's word.  Nevertheless, logic is still very valuable and can be quite powerfully 

used by people...” 

 

JESUS, SON OF GOD, IN HISTORY 

Jewish Sources:  Josephus, Jewish historian (AD 37-100) wrote of Jesus: 

 

"About this time appeared Jesus, a wise man and He drew to Himself many and 

when Pilate, at the denunciation of those that are foremost among us, had con-

demned Him to the cross, those who had first loved Him did not abandon Him. The 

tribe of Christians named after Him did not cease to this day." (Jewish Antiquities, 

18.3.3 §63) 

 

There has not been any dispute regarding the accuracy of his statement regarding 

the crucifixion of Jesus, which means he had to have been born. 

 

Talmud - Made up of rabbinical writings dealing with Jewish laws, ethics, customs 

and history.  

 

“Jesus was a transgressor in Israel, who practiced magic, scorned the words of the 

wise, led people astray and said He had come to add to the law.” 

 

“On the eve of the Passover, Yeshu was hanged. Forty days before the execution 

took place; a herald went forth and cried: "He is going forth to be stoned because 

he has practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Anyone who can say any-

thing in his favor let him come forward and plead on his behalf." But since nothing 

was brought forward in his favor he was hanged on the eve of the Passover” 

 

GENTILE AND ROMAN SOURCES: 

TACITUS-Gentile/Roman historian, in his Annals, c. AD 115, describes the Roman 

Emperor Nero's actions after he started the great fire of Rome, c. AD 64: 
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“Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the 

most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by 

the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme 

penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius 

Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again 

broke out not only in Judæa, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where 

all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and 

become popular.” Annals 15 -44 

 

Pliny the Younger - the provincial governor of Pontus and Bithynia, wrote to Em-

peror Trajan c. 112 concerning how to deal with Christians, who refused to worship 

the emperor, and instead worshiped "Christus". 

“They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when 

they sang an anthem to Christ as God and bound themselves by a sovereign oath 

not to commit any wicked deed, but to abstain from all fraud, theft, adultery, never 

to break their word or deny a trust when called upon.” 

 

Lucian, a second century Romano-Syrian satirist, who wrote in Greek, wrote: 

“The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day — the distinguished person-

age who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account… You see, 

these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal 

for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which 

are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original 

lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and 

deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage and live after his laws.” 

Ref: Suetonius-Gentile Historian & Phlegon-Gentile Historian 

 

THE CROSS 

Cross is equivalent to the modern day electric chair, yet the making of the sign of 

the cross is regarded as the ultimate form of “body worship.” 

Tertullian – 145 – 220 AD. Early Christian author and Christian apologist said this 

about the cross: 

“In all travels and movements, in all our coming in and going out, in putting on our 

shoes, at the bath, at the table, in lighting our candles, in lying down, in sitting, 

whatever employment occupies us, we remember our Lord and mark our forehead 

with the sign of the cross.” 

The symbol of the cross was used back in the second century and is still relevant 

aspect of our worship. 

 

Messianic Prophecies: (Reference Only) 

There are 60 major messianic prophecies and 270 corollaries that were fulfilled in 

Jesus Christ.  
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1. Isaiah 7:14 – the virgin will give birth to a son and you will call him Immanuel.  

2. Genesis 9 and 10. Noah had three sons, Shem, Japheth and Ham. Messiah has 

to come from Shem 

3. Genesis 12, 17 and 22. Abraham had Isaac and Ishmael and God chose Isaac.  

4. Genesis 28, 35:10-12 Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau. God chose Jacob. 

5. Jacob had 12 sons, the twelve tribes of Israel. God chose the tribe of Judah. 

Jesse was from the line of Judah. Isaiah 11:1-5 

6. Jesse had 8 children. God chose David who is in the lineage of Jesus. (Isaiah 

11:10) 

7. Zechariah 12:10 – the one they have pierced 

8. Messiah will be betrayed, by a friend, for thirty pieces, of silver, that will be cast 

onto the floor, of the temple and used to buy a potter field. (Zech 11:11-13, Psalm 

41, Jeremiah 32:6-15, Matt 27:3-10) 

9. Micah 5:2 – Messiah’s Birth 

10. Isaiah 53:7 – Messiah - As suffering servant 

 

Apostolic Evidences: 

1. Persecuted 

2. Tortured 

3. Death 

4. Did not back down from their faith 

5. Establishment of the early Churches 

 

“When in history have sane men ignored personal gain and freely chosen persecu-

tion, torture and death to reserve what they knew to be a lie.” - Christian Handbook 

of Reason and Insight for Scientists and Technologists. 

 

EMPTY TOMB: 

Matt 28:13-15 – There was no body. They had to make something up. It should 

have been treated as a shrine.  

1 Corinthians 15:14 – If Christ was not raised from the dead, all preaching is use-

less.  

 

Mystery 

In all religions there is an aspect of tradition, mystery and faith. The Mar Thoma 

Church, belongs to the Eastern Tradition and does not try to define and explain 

everything black and white, instead we also follow the same. 

 

Certain things which are beyond our ability to comprehend, we accept them as a 

'mystery.' We acknowledge that we are finite creatures and our God is infinite, so 

logic simply tells us that we will not always have answers to questions and proof 

for everything because we are limited and cannot comprehend God. There will al-

ways be a mystery which strengthens our faith. 
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Memory Verse: 
“But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense 
to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;” 
1 Peter 3:15 

Values For Life 
Clark Pinnock, Professor of Systematic Theology from McMaster Divinity College 
once said, “Apologetics deals in an area of pre-evangelism. It is at the factual and 
foundational level of understanding Christian truth, historical and theological data. 
It is cognitive and rational and logical. It is tragic when Christians think that it con-
stitutes the epitome of Christian belief. Christianity is not essentially a belief system 
to be defended, but a life to be lived.”   

Life Response 
John 14:16 – And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be 
with you forever 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 – For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God— 

9 
not the result of works, so that no one may 

boast. 
 
John 20: 31 – But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 

 

What is the evidence of the presence of God in our lives? Discuss how we have 
experienced God in our personal lives. 

Group Discussion: 
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Multiple Choice 
1. Logos means:  
a)Word       b)Defense       c)Symbol        d)Proof 
 
 
2. Which of the following was not an apostolic evidence:  
a)Tortured    b)Death     c)Established Churches   d)Claimed to be Messiah 
 
 
Short Answer: 
1. List the characteristics of an Eternal Being 

2. Explain how mystery strengthens our faith. 

 
Essay: 
Prepare an essay based on the subject of Apologetics for a debate with an atheist.  
a. Introduction 
b. Background of Apologetics 
c. Use logic, history and biblical references 
d. Conclude with the significance of the aspect of mystery and faith 

Lesson Review: 

GRADE 
10 



Grade 10  Lesson 6  Unit 2  
 The formation of Faith 
through suffering 

 the unwavering 
faith of job 

 God’s purpose for 
every individual 

T H EM E :  J O B ’S F A IT H T H ROU GH  SU FF ERI NG  

NRSV 

Job 1:1-22; 2:1-13 

Job and His Family 

1 There was once a man in the 

land of Uz whose name was Job. 

That man was blameless and 

upright, one who feared God 

and turned away from evil. 2 

There were born to him seven 

sons and three daughters. 3 He 

had seven thousand sheep, 

three thousand camels, five hun-

dred yoke of oxen, five hundred 

donkeys, and very many serv-

ants; so that this man was   used 

to go and hold feasts in one an-

other’s houses in turn; and they 

would send and invite their three 

sisters to eat and drink with 

them. 5 And when the feast 

days had run their course, Job 

would send and sanctify them, 

and he would rise early in the 

morning and offer burnt offer-

ings according to the number of 

them all; for Job said, “It may be 

that my children have sinned, 

and cursed God in their hearts.” 

This is what Job always did. 

Attack on Job’s Character 

6 One day the heavenly beings 

came to present themselves be-

fore the Lord, and Satan also 

came among them. 7 The Lord 

said to Satan, “Where have you 

come from?” Satan answered 

the Lord, “From going to and fro 

on the earth, and from walking 

up and down on it.” 8 The Lord 

said to Satan, “Have you consid-

ered my servant Job? There is no 

one like him on the earth, a 

blameless and upright man who 

fears God and turns away from 

evil.” 9 Then Satan answered the 

Lord, “Does Job fear God for 

nothing? 10 Have you not put a 

fence around him and his house 

and all that he has, on every 

side? You have blessed the work 

of his hands, and his possessions 

have increased in the land. 11 

But stretch out your hand now, 

and touch all that he has, and 

he will curse you to your face.”  

When “Bad” Things Happen  
To “Good” People 

A 

I 

M 

12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, all 

that he has is in your power; only do not 

stretch out your hand against him!” So Sa-

tan went out from the presence of the 

Lord. 

The Christian Perspective to Suffering 



INTRODUCTION 
 

Corrie ten Boom was born in the Netherlands on 15th April 1892. 
She was born to a Christian family, and was the youngest of four 
siblings. She is famous for her autobiography, The Hiding Place. 
During World War II, the Nazis invaded the Netherlands. He and his 
family shared their rooms and what limited food they could obtain 
with their guests. They built a secret room where people could hide 
in case a Nazi raid took place. 
In 1944, they were arrested after being exposed by an informant. 
Corrie’s father died ten days later in prison and she and her sister, 
Betsie, ended up in the Ravensbrück concentration camp, where 
Betsie also died still as a firm believer. In spite of her suffering, Corrie clung to her faith in God, reminding 
herself that, “There is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still”. She was ultimately released from the 
camp on a clerical error. All her and her family’s suffering had not been in vain- several of the Jews that 
they sheltered had survived the war. 
After the war, Corrie remained committed to God, witnessing God’s work in her life with the rest of the 
world. On one such occasion, she was accosted by a man she immediately recognized as one of her 
captors in Ravensbrück. Now a converted Christian, he asked Corrie for forgiveness. Asking for strength 
from Jesus, she was able to completely forgive her tormentor from long ago. A recipient of several 
awards, including a knighthood from the Queen of Holland, she died on her birthday in 1983 at the age 
of 91.  

Job Loses Property and Children-13 One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the 

eldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were 

feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell on them and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge 

of the sword; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another came and said, “The fire of 

God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; I alone have escaped to 

tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three columns, made a 

raid on the camels and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have es-

caped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, another came and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating 

and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house, 19 and suddenly a great wind came across the desert, struck the 

four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground and worshiped. 21 He said, “Naked I 

came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

22 In all this, Job did not sin or charge God with wrongdoing. 

Job 2  

Attack on Job’s Health-2 One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan 

also came among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come 

from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 3 

The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless 

and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me 

against him, to destroy him for no reason.” 4 Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people have 

they will give to save their lives. 5 But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 

you to your face.” 6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.” 

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot 

to the crown of his head. 8 Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes. 

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You 

speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the 

bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

Job’s Three Friends-11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all these troubles that had come upon him, each of 

them set out from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They met to-

gether to go and console and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him, 

and they raised their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust in the air upon their heads. 13 

They sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that 

his suffering was very great. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravensbr%C3%BCck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravensbr%C3%BCck


Bible Exposition 
Job’s Wife 
 
In Job 2:9, we see that Job’s wife is maddened by what she per-
ceived as false integrity on the part of Job. “Do you still persist in 
your integrity? Curse God, and die.” We must remember that it 
wasn’t merely Job who lost his children and his possessions, but 
his wife too. She could not understand how Job could continue to 
cling to his faith in a seemingly unjust God and offers him some 
phenomenally bad advice. Instead of being a comfort to her hus-
band, she furthers his suffering by attacking his tenacious hold on 
his faith. At the end of the book of Job, we see no mention of his 
wife. She is conspicuously absent from the final scenes of rejoic-
ing and redemption. In many ways, her response is understanda-
ble. Are we a comfort to people when they suffer or do we further 
the suffering of others? 

Divine Response and Redemption 

 
Towards the end of Job we finally see God’s response. In Job 38:4, 
God asks “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding”. God’s response is not 
to answer all of Job’s, his friends’ and his wife’s questioning, but to 
pose questions of His own. His questions illustrate sovereignty over 
all of creation, the cosmos and every living thing in the air, earth 
and sea. God asserts that His ways transcend any attempt at hu-
man understanding or interpretation.  

 
Upon witnessing God’s power 
and glory, Job is forced to de-
clare in Job 42:3 “Therefore I 
have uttered what I did not un-
derstand, things too wonderful 
for me, which I did not know”. 
In the midst of his suffering, Job 
saw that God and all of crea-
tion are wonderful! In Job 
42:10, Job prays for the same 
friends who had accused him 
of sinning and spoken wrongly 

about God. Job is humbled and at the same time elevated by 
God and blessed with twice of all he had once lost! 
 
The story of Job is a precursor to the ultimate story of obedience to 
God’s will. In Hebrews 5:7 we see “In the days of his flesh, Jesus of-
fered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission.” Jesus, being fully divine and 
fully man, submitted Himself to the cross as a suffering servant of 
God.  
 

Job’s  
Friends 

Of the four friends who 
visited Job, three of 
them, Eliphaz the Te-
manite, Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, had similar 
reactions to Job’s suffer-
ing. Although they were 
faithful in many ways 
(they did stay with him 
for seven days and sev-
en nights), they also 
misunderstood the na-
ture of Job’s tribulations 
and more importantly 
the nature of God. Vers-
es such as Job 11:14, 
Job 15:5 and Job 18:5 
indicate that his friends 
attributed Job’s suffering 
to past misdeeds. The 
saying “what goes 
around comes around” 
certainly has a modicum 
of truth to it, but in Job, 
the Bible teaches that 
even people who are 
not wicked can suffer 
greatly. It is certainly 
easier to believe, like 
Job’s friends did that 
bad “karma” could ex-
plain the situation but 
such a belief was cer-
tainly wrong in this par-
ticular case. Let us not 
be quick to judge those 
who suffer. 
 
The fourth, Elihu is the 
youngest of Job’s 
friends but in spite of his 
youth, is a little more 
generous to Job. He 
acknowledges in Job 
33:6-7 that he himself is 
the same as Job in 
God’s sight. He does 
not accuse Job about 
his past and puts forth 
various reasons for 
Job’s suffering. Just as 
Elihu, we should provide 
comfort and strength to 
those who suffer.  



Let us remember that when we suffer and innocents suffer, God is in control. His love for us al-
ways endures and He has already won the victory on our behalf. 
 
The Book of Job does not feature a tragic end. God endorses Job’s faithfulness calling him, 
“my servant Job” (Job 42:7) and answers his prayers (Job 42:9). God blesses the latter part of 
Job’s life much more than he had blessed the first (Job 42:12). Sometimes, our sufferings or 
limitations can lead us to despair. But, with God’s help and in accordance to His Divine Plan, 
we can enter into a revival of hope and an abundance of transformation. Whenever we feel 
that we suffer unjustly, the model of Job should be an ongoing source of great strength for us.  
 
The question that puzzles us is why the just should suffer. Ancient Jews believed that suffering 
was the result of sin, and that it was a punishment from God. But Jesus Christ showed us 
through His suffering and humiliation on the cross that suffering need not be always out of sin. 
The early Church modified its belief in sufferings (which was originally based on the Old Testa-
ment) in the light of the Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The sinless Christ took upon him 
the calamities of the sinful world. Because Jesus died for us while we were sinners (Romans 5: 
6-8), his sufferings became a source for our redemption. The early Christian Church viewed 
the sufferings they faced in a similar sense.  

Group  
Discussion 

How bad is the most 

you’ve suffered in your 

life? 

 

The most someone you 

know has suffered. 

 

The most suffering you’ve 

seen in the news. 

 

What are blessings in your 

lives? 

 

Consider two questions.  

 

 Why do “good/

 innocent” people 

 suffer?  

 

 How do I respond 

 to the suffering of 

 others? Which an

 swer is more impor

 tant? Why/why 

 not? 

LESSON REVIEW 
Multiple choice questions 

 

1. The youngest of Job’s friends was: 

  a) Eliphaz     b) Bildad    c) Zophar    d) Elihu 

 

2. Job’s wife advised Job to ____ God 

  a) Plead with    b) Curse    c) Argue with    d) Praise 

 

3. In Job 38:4, God asks Job to “Tell me, if you have ________” 

  a) Understanding   b) Faith    c) Love    d) Hope 

 

4. At the end of the Book of Job, what does Job do for his friends? 

  a) Prays for them  b) Despises them  c) Gives them  

  gold  d) Advises them 

 

Short questions 

 

1. Which of Job’s friends visited him? What was their atttude 

 towards him? 

2. What was Job’s reaction to his own suffering? 

3. Compare Job’s life situation before his trial and after his  trial. 

  

Essay questions 

 

In the Old Testament, Job is the epitome of the beauty that blossoms 

in misery. In no less than 400 words, address the following: 

 Introduction 

 Job’s life and suffering. 

 God’s blessings to Job and Job’s response 

 Comparison to Jesus’ life, suffering, and intercession for hu-

mankind 

 Conclusion 

 



On any given day, there are many people in the world who suffer. 
Sometimes, these people may be near and dear to us and may be even 
ourselves. While this may be a challenge to our faith, the Bible teaches 
us that God is in control of this world and cares deeply for each and 
every one of us. He is ever present, even in the face of these trials and 
tribulations. As believers in a loving God, we must be instruments of 
His healing in this world. 

Life Response 

How do we feel when we witness “bad” things happening to “good” 
people? While the world may tell me to question God’s goodness, we 
know that we are all children of a loving Heavenly Father who counts 
every hair on our heads. We know that through Jesus, death has been 
conquered and we all have hope in Him. Rather than despair, we will 
pray for God’s strength in facing trials as well as in comforting those 
who are in distress. 

Memory  
Verse 

He said, “Naked I come from my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the Lord 
has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  
Job 1:21 

Closing Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for speaking to 
us through the lesson of Job. Thank you for 
helping us understand that there is suffering 
all around us and enabling us to comfort those 
around us. Teach us the spirit with which we 
should face these trials, when they happen to 
ourselves and to others. You are in control. 
Amen. 

Values for Life 



Grade Lesson 7  Unit 2  

 To learn the  
characteristics of 
a trustworthy 
Leader as seen in 
the life of joshua 

lead 
T H EM E :  G O D  C H O O S E S I N D I V I DU AL S T O L EAD  N AT IO N S  

NRSV 

Joshua 1:1-9 
God’s Commission to Joshua 
 
1 After the death of Moses the 

servant of the Lord, 

the Lord spoke to Joshua son of 

Nun, Moses’ assistant, say-

ing, 2 “My servant Moses is 

dead. Now proceed to cross the 

Jordan, you and all this people, 

into the land that I am giving to 

them, to the Israelites. 3 Every 

place that the sole of your foot 

will tread upon I have given to 

you, as I promised to Mo-

ses. 4 From the wilderness and 

the Lebanon as far as the great 

river, the river Euphrates, all the 

land of the Hittites, to the Great 

Sea in the west shall be your ter-

ritory. 5 No one shall be able to 

stand against you all the days of 

your life. As I was with Moses, 

so I will be with you; I will not 

fail you or forsake you. 6 Be 

strong and courageous; for you 

shall put this people in posses-

sion of the land that I swore to 

their ancestors to give 

them. 7 Only be strong and very 

courageous, being careful to act 

in accordance with all the law 

that my servant Moses com-

manded you; do not turn from it 

to the right hand or to the left, so 

that you may be successful 

wherever you go. 8 This book of 

the law shall not depart out of 

your mouth; you shall meditate 

on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to act in accord-

ance with all that is written in it. 

For then you shall make your 

way prosperous, and then you 

shall be successful. 9 I hereby 

command you: Be strong and 

courageous; do not be frightened 

or dismayed, for the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you 

go.” 

Born to 
A 

I 

M 



INTRODUCTION 
 
Throughout history God chooses people to lead nations for His purpose.  This 
continues to the present day as seen in the life of the 266th pope, Pope Fran-
cis. He was born in Argentina as Jorge Mario Bergoglio on December 17, 
1936.  Son of an immigrant family, he lived a very ordinary life.  He was or-
dained as a priest on December 13, 1969. Throughout his life as a priest, bish-
op, and Cardinal, Pope Francis had a heart for the poor and helpless.  He 
strives for ecumenical and interfaith relationships and hopes for unity among 
human beings. His election was a first for the Catholic Church- he was the 
first Jesuit and first from this part of the world to become Pope. Pope Francis 
was placed in his position by God not based on his background or any power-
ful influence he had, but to fulfill His Will. He exhorts Christians everywhere 
to consider the poor in society.  There are reports that even after becoming 
pope he goes among the poor. He has used his God-given authority to help 
those who are considered least in society.  He is a reminder that leadership is 
service and sacrifice.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

 In your daily Bible reading at home, read more about Joshua in the Bible to get a complete idea of 
the life of Joshua and his dependence on God. Read Numbers 13-14 and the entire book of Josh-
ua. 

 Consider leaders in the Mar Thoma Church, especially our late leaders such as bishops, achens, 
lay leaders, etc.  

 Watch videos on youtube of Sadhu Sundar Singh and Sadhu Kochu Kunju Upadeshi. 



Bible Exposition 

When we think about who led the people of 
Israel from slavery to freedom, Moses is the 
name that comes to mind. He is noted for sur-
viving death from Pharaoh’s decree, living in 
the Pharaoh’s palace, leading the people of 
Israel to freedom while performing miracles 
and signs (10 plagues, crossing the Red Sea, 
manna in the desert, etc.), and receiving the 
Ten Commandments. So what about his assis-
tant and successor Joshua?  

Young King Josiah 
The development of leadership characteristics is not based on age. In the 
2nd book of Chronicles we see that God enables a child to become king 
at the age of 8.  King Josiah exemplifies how, even at a young age, effec-
tive leadership can be accomplished when one seeks God. In 2 Chroni-
cles 34:2 Josiah’s character is revealed: “He did what was right in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his ancestor David; he did 
not turn aside to the right or to the left.” His age did not prevent him 
from taking brave actions for the Lord. “For in the eighth year of his 
reign, while he was still a boy, he began to seek the God of his ancestor 
David, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of 
the high places, the sacred poles, and the carved and the cast images”(2 
Chronicles 34:3). King Josiah shows how seeking the Lord from a young 
age gives courage to make tough decisions with possible resistance from 
the people. cause death and disease, while on the other, rich nations 
dump excess resources into the world’s oceans and lands. 

 Joshua possessed unwa-
vering faith in God’s promises. 
He displayed this from early on 
when he reported back from spy-
ing on Canaan (Ref: 
Numbers 13:32-33; 
14:6-8).  Joshua contin-
ued this dependence 
after he was made the 
commander of the Isra-
elite army.  His victo-
ries were miraculous and he de-
pended on faith in the midst of 
uncertainty.  Given strange in-
structions for the battle of Jeri-
cho, he did not question the plan 
of God and this is what led to that 
eminent victory.    
 
 His victories as com-
mander did not feature him as a 
brilliant military tactician. Rather 
his victories were a display of the 

supremacy and sovereignty of 
God.  Other examples of this in-
clude the battle at Gibeon, where 
more enemies were killed by the 

hailstorm sent by God 
than by the sword of the 
Israelites (Ref: Joshua 
10:7-11). The miracle of 
the sun standing still in 
the sky was also another 
feature in this chapter. 

Joshua pleaded with God to make 
the sun stand still and God heard 
his request. Joshua 10:14 says of 
this incident “There has been no 
day like it before or since, when 
the Lord heeded a human voice; 
for the Lord fought for Israel.” 

Why did God 
choose Joshua 

to be the  
successor to 

Moses? 

Who Was Joshua, 

the man? 

He assisted Moses and went to the 
mountain with him when Moses went to 

receive the Ten Commandments. 
He was one of the 12 spies sent out to 
spy on the land of Canaan by Moses. 
He and Caleb were the only ones to 

bring back a positive report. 
He and Caleb were the only ones of that 

generation that entered the Promised 
Land of Canaan because all the other 

people grumbled against God. 
He led the Israelites through the Jordan 

River and crossed into the Promised 
Land. 

He led the Israelites to many victories, 
the most famous being the siege of Jeri-
cho as the walls came crashing down. 

Qualities of a 

Godly Leader 

In St. Paul’s first epistle to Timothy ch. 
3, he reminds Timothy that those who 
seek leadership positions in the church 
must also possess leadership qualities 
within his own household. In regards 
to bishops, 1st Timothy 3:4-5 says “4 
He must manage his own household 
well, keeping his children submissive 
and respectful in every way— 5 for if 

someone does not know how to manage 
his own household, how can he take 

care of God’s church?” In reference to 
deacons, 1 Timothy 3:12 says, “12 …let 
them manage their children and their 

households well.”   
Joshua was the embodiment of this 

quality as evidenced in his address to 
the Israelites when he made the state-
ment, “15 Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond 

the River or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but as for 
me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.”(Joshua 24:15) Joshua’s 

leadership qualities are evident in his 
home and that enabled him to be an 

example to the people of Israel. 



Group Discussion 

Discuss how you can be a leader in the places 
where you have been placed by God (e.g. School, 
church, home, etc.)? 
 
Do the leaders in your church, school, and com-
munity reflect the leadership qualities we see in 
Joshua? If so, how? 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 
 
1. In which battle were more enemies killed by the hailstorm sent by God than by the sword of 
the Israelites? 
 
a. Gibeon  b.   Egypt  c.   Judah  d. Syria  
 
2. Who said to whom: “This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall medi-
tate on it day and night”? 
 
a. God to Moses  b.  God to Joshua  c. Moses to Joshua d.  Joshua to the 
people 
 
3. Who does the following quote refer to, “He did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the ways of his ancestor David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.”? 
 
a. Jehoiakim  b   Joash  c.   Josiah  d.  Joshua 
 
Short Answer  
 
1. What were the promises given to Joshua by God? 
2. Why were the battles that Joshua was involved in special? 
3. What does St. Paul say about our responsibility towards leaders? 
 
Essay 
 
God chooses individuals for His purpose. A leader is defined as a person who directs, com-
mands, or guides a group or activity. Write a 200-word essay based on the life and example of 
Joshua using the following format: 
 
 Introduction 
  Explain the characteristics possessed by Joshua that caused God to place him in that posi-

tion. 
 What qualities does St. Paul say a good leader needs? 
 What should be our attitude towards leadership, our responsibility when choosing leaders, 

and our obligation if we feel we have God’s call to be a leader? 
 Conclusion 



We live in a world where we may struggle to find good leaders. Too often people in leadership roles 
are swayed by the pressure being put on them.  They don’t have a source of strength to lean on and 
fail to stand up for what they believe in. Leadership requires faith in God, who can use anyone for 
His purpose.  It is important to nurture people in our churches to lead the church and society. 
Leaders who are dependent on God should be distinct from others. A leader trusting in God should 
speak the truth to their followers regardless of what others may think. Jesus is the ultimate model 
of leadership whom we should emulate. 

Life Response 

It is our duty to pray for our leaders in the church as well as in the society.   1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, “First of all, then, I urge 
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high posi-
tions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.” St. Paul, an apostle in a highly hostile envi-
ronment towards Christians, still exhorted the believers to pray for non-believers in leadership positions.  He teaches us that 
our prayers are necessary for those in offices of power, no matter their ideological positions.  The Mar Thoma church heeds 
Paul’s advice by praying for our spiritual and secular leaders in the Thubden Prayers (The Great Intercession) during our 
Holy Qurbana Service.  
 
We must also be conscientious when we choose people to take up leadership in the church and in the secular realm. We 
should select those who promote godly values like justice and peace.  The actions of our leaders should glorify God and not 
satisfy political and personal agendas. 
 
If you have a calling from God to assume a leadership role, whether it is in your local parish, school, or community, remem-
ber that we should always depend on God’s guidance and wisdom. In 1 Kings 3, Solomon requested of God, “Give your serv-
ant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this 
your great people?” (1 Kings 3:9).  God, who was pleased with his response, gave him immense wisdom and blessings. God 
gives the assurance to those he has called that He will be with them and give them success. As a high-school student, you 
can be encouraged by St. Paul’s instructions to Timothy, “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in 
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12) 

Memory  
Verse 

I hereby command you, ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.’ 
 
Joshua 1:9 

Closing Prayer 
 
Mighty God who has created human beings and placed them in 
this world for Your glory, we submit those whom you have set in 
place as our leaders. We pray that you grant them the wisdom and 
discernment to carry out Your will on this earth and rule with jus-
tice.  We pray for the leaders in our church. Grant them the wisdom 
to shepherd your flock in the right path. In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen. 

Values for Life 



Grade 10  Lesson 8  Unit 2  

 God is our helper 
in times of loneli-
ness and adversities 

 God answers 
our prayers when 
we call upon him 
and completely 
trust him 

T H EM E :  N A T U R E O F  G O D  

NRSV 

Genesis 28:10-16 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and 

went toward Haran. 11 He 

came to a certain place and 

stayed there for the night, be-

cause the sun had set. Taking 

one of the stones of the place, 

he put it under his head and lay 

down in that place. 12 And he 

dreamed that there was a lad-

der set up on the earth, the top 

of it reaching to heaven; and 

the angels of God were ascend-

ing and descending on it. 

13 And the Lord stood beside 

him and said, “I am the Lord, the 

God of Abraham your father 

and the God of Isaac; the land 

on which you lie I will give to you 

and to your offspring; 14 and 

your offspring shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall 

spread abroad to the west and 

to the east and to the north and 

to the south; and all the families 

of the earth shall be blessed in 

you and in your offspring. 

15 Know that I am with you and 

will keep you wherever you go, 

and will bring you back to this 

land; for I will not leave you until 

I have done what I have prom-

ised you.” 16 Then Jacob woke 

from his sleep and said, “Surely 

the Lord is in this place—and I 

did not know it!”  

The Omnipresent  
A 

I 

M GOD 



INTRODUCTION 
 
Sarah Flower Adams (1805-1848), was a British actress famous for her role in Lon-
don’s 1837 version of MacBeth. She was not able to continue acting due to her health, 
so she became a poet and also began writing hymns.  
 
A pastor was visiting her family and mentioned that he was having a difficult time find-
ing a hymn that represented the next week's sermon which was taken from Genesis 
28, the story of Jacob's dream. Sarah volunteered to write a hymn for the occasion. 
Within a few days, Nearer My God to Thee was completed. 
 
Although this song is often sung at funerals, we should remember it was written with 
Jacob’s dream in mind. Regardless of any suffering or hardships we may go through, 
our God is always with us and never far away.  
 
As a class, please sing the following hymn: 

Nearer, My God, to Thee 
 

 

  
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me, 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to thee; 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
  
Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, my rest a stone; 
Yet in my dreams I'd be 

Nearer, my God, to thee; 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
  
There let the way appear, steps unto heaven; 
All that thou sendest me, in mercy given; 
Angels to beckon me 

Nearer, my God, to thee; 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
  

  
Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy 
praise, 
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise; 
So by my woes to be 

Nearer, my God, to thee; 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
  
Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky, 
Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly, 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to thee; 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
  

Teachers Preparation 
 
 
 Meditate on how God is our source of strength when we are in our darkest moments. 

Relate to the students from our personal experiences. 
 Explain that it is in our connection with other believers in Christ that our faith is 

strengthened. 



Bible Exposition 
Jacob, born to Isaac and Rebecca has a unique and unforgettable place in 

the history of the Israelites. The name Jacob means “supplanter”, one who 

takes the place of another through force or plotting. (Genesis 27:35-36).  

Esau (oldest) and Jacob (youngest) were twin brothers. When they grew 

up, Jacob became a shepherd, a man of the open country and Esau, a 

skillful hunter. As their father Isaac was nearing the end of his life, he 

asked Esau to go out and hunt food for him. He asked Esau to prepare a 

meal for him at which time Esau would receive the blessing of Isaac. Re-

becca overheard this and convinced Jacob to deceive Isaac. Rebecca pre-

pared a meal which Jacob presented to Isaac. Isaac’s vision was poor due 

to his age and did not realize it was his youngest son Jacob, not Esau. 

Jacob tricked his father into blessing him.  

Jacob hurt his family through his deceit, tricked his brother, Esau and lied 

to his father in order to receive the inheritance and blessing that was not 

rightfully his. Jacob alienated his family and his mother who had helped 

him with this trickery encouraged him to leave the house to Haran to live 

with his uncle.  He fled from his father’s home, hoping to escape the wrath 

of his brother, Esau, who intended to kill him. 

Faithful Servants 

Heavenly vision at the 

crossroads of Life 

Jacob was alone in the desert, lost, 

afraid, and desperate. He was on 

the run because of his deceit and 

probably felt abandoned because of 

his mistakes. The sun had set and 

Jacob decided to rest. He chose a 

stone to use as a pillow and had a 

dream. He dreamt of a ladder set 

up on earth leading up to heaven. 

There were angels going up and 

down this ladder. At the top of the 

ladder was the Lord who said “I 

am the Lord, the God of your fa-

ther Abraham and the God of 

Isaac.” God identified Himself to 

Jacob by reminding him of His 

prior relationship to Abraham and 

the God of Isaac. Through this re-

lationship, God affirmed His cove-

nant to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

God offered the covenant to Jacob 

that included the land of Canaan, 

many descendants and a future 

nation. Jacob’s responsibility was 

to trust and obey God.  Jacob 

agreed to the covenant and accept-

ed God’s assurance that He will 

never leave Jacob.  

 

When Jacob woke up from his 

sleep, he recognized the presence 

of the Lord. Till then, he was igno-

rant and unaware of God’s never 

ending presence.  Jacob then said, 

“Surely the Lord is in this place—

and I did not know it! How awe-

some is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God, and 

this is the gate of heaven.” Early 

the next morning, Jacob took the 

stone he placed under his head, set 

it up for a pillar, poured oil on it 

and called that place “Bethel”, 

which means “House of God”. 

Before that time, the place was 

called Luz.  

 

The ladder is a symbolic represen-

tation of the connection between 

God and His people. The Angels 

served as the connecting beings 

between God and His people. 

The life of Joseph: 
An example of God’s divine guidance is seen through the life of Jo-
seph (Genesis 39). “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered. 
“ (Genesis: 39:2 a)  Out of jealousy, his brothers sold Joseph to the Ish-
maelites. They took Joseph to Egypt and resold him to Potiphar, the 
captain of the guard. Because Joseph was well built and handsome, 
his master’s wife often tempted him to have illicit relations with her, but 
Joseph refused her demands. He refused to succumb to the tempta-
tion because he knew it was a sin against God. Potiphar’s wife tried to 
frame him for rape and consequently, he was imprisoned. But while 
Joseph was in prison, he never lost hope or faith in God. The Lord was 
with him and was kind to him. He granted his favor in the eyes of the 
prison warden (Genesis 39:21-23) Joseph also gained favor from the 
Pharoah and put him charge over “all of Egypt.” Joseph’s story is a 
good example of how we may fall into the temptations of this world, 
which may lure us away from our Christian walk. Joseph however re-
sisted temptation by placing his loyalty to God before anything else. It 
is also an example of how even during our toughest worldly tempta-
tions; God will provide the strength and courage to overcome these 
temptations.  
 
Life of Ruth: 
Ruth (Book of Ruth) turned to God as she plunged into the depths of 
despair. Ruth, a Moabite woman, married an Israelite who was not a 
member of her culture. Fate struck her in the prime of her life and she 
lost her husband. Even though Naomi’s other daughter in law Orpah 
had left and gone back to her own home, Ruth still continued to serve 
her mother in law.  Ruth wanted to help her mother in law in her time 
of need. She embraced Naomi’s religion and accepted her relatives 
as her own. This epochal decision has earned her a unique position in 
Biblical history. Thus a Gentile woman became the lineage of the tribe 
of David and ancestor of Jesus.  



LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple choice questions 

 

1. What does the name “Jacob” mean? 

a. Deceiver   b. Younger   c. Liar   d. Supplanter 

 

2. Luz was later named by Jacob as: 

a. Bethany   b. Bethsheba   c. Bethel   d. Babylon 

 

3. What tribe was Ruth from? 

a. Israelite   b. Moabite   c. Malayalee   d. Canaanite 

 

Essay 

Write an essay on three biblical characters that went 

through hardships but maintained their faith in God. 

 Introduction 

 Describe three characters and their struggles 

 Describe how God intervened in their lives 

 Conclusion 



Footprints in the Sand 
 
One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord. 
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. 
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,  
other times there were one set of footprints. 
This bothered me because I noticed 
that during the low periods of my life, 
when I was suffering from 
anguish, sorrow or defeat, 
I could see only one set of footprints. 
So I said to the Lord, 
‘You promised me Lord, 
that if I followed you, 
you would walk with me always. 
But I have noticed that during the most trying periods of my life 
there have only been one set of footprints in the sand. 
Why, when I needed you most, you have not been there for me?’ 
The Lord replied, 
‘The times when you have seen only one set of footprints in the sand, 
is when I carried you.’ 
-Mary Stevenson 

Life Response 

When we face trials and tribulations, or when we are at the cross 
roads of life, our Lord God will bear our burdens and carry us 
through. We need to be strong and trust Him. God has promised that 
He will never leave us or forsake us. Jesus said “Surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” (Mathew 28:20). Will you trust God 
to lead you in the midst of trials? 

Memory  
Verse 

“Know that I am 
with you and will 

keep you wherever 
you go, and will 

bring you back to 
this land; for I will 
not leave you until 
I have done what I 

have promised 
you.”  

 
Genesis 28:15  

Closing Prayer 
 
Almighty Father, help us to be your witnesses in this world. 
Enable us to have the heavenly vision which will sustain and 
comfort us through the many struggles in our lives. Thank 
you for being there through our joy and despair. Help us to 
always remember your promise to us. Amen. 

Values for Life 



Grade 10  Lesson 9  Unit 2  

 to recognize the 
sovereignty of 
god and his power 

 Take a stand for 
Christ in faith, 
trusting in his  
unfailing love 

fiery furnace 

T H EM E :  T R U ST I N G  G O D  I N  E V ER Y S IT U AT IO N  

NRSV 

Daniel 30:1-30 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden 

statue whose height was sixty cubits and 

whose width was six cubits; he set it up on 

the plain of Dura in the province of Baby-

lon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for 

the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 

the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 

the magistrates, and all the officials of the 

provinces, to assemble and come to the 

dedication of the statue that King Nebu-

chadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, the 

prefects, and the governors, the counselors, 

the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, 

and all the officials of the provinces, assem-

bled for the dedication of the statue that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When 

they were standing before the statue that 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4 the herald 

proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O 

peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that 

when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 

lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, you are to fall down and worship 

the golden statue that King Nebuchadnez-

zar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall 

down and worship shall immediately be 

thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." 7 

Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, 

all the peoples, nations, and languages fell 

down and worshiped the golden statue that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 8 Ac-

cordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans 

came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 

They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O 

king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have 

made a decree, that everyone who hears the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall 

fall down and worship the golden statue, 11 

and whoever does not fall down and wor-

ship shall be thrown into a furnace of blaz-

ing fire. 12 There are certain Jews whom 

you have appointed over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, 

O king. They do not serve your gods and 

they do not worship the golden statue that 

you have set up." 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar 

in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought in; so 

they brought those men before the king. 14 

Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, O 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 

you do not serve my gods and you do not 

worship the golden statue that I have set 

up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to 

fall down and worship the statue that I have 

made, well and good. But if you do not 

worship, you shall immediately be thrown 

into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is  

God’s Presence  
   In the  
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the god that will deliver you out of my hands?" 16 Shad-

rach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present defense to 

you in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able 

to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of 

your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods 

and we will not worship the golden statue that you have 

set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage 

against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face 

was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven 

times more than was customary,  



INTRODUCTION 
 
Polycarp, a direct pupil of the apostle John lived between 70 and 155 
A.D in Asia Minor and he was bishop of the Church in Smyrna. Poly-
carp martyrdom stands as one of the most well documented events of 
early Christian Church. The emperors of Rome had harsh attacks 
against the Christians during this period. Polycarp was arrested on 
charge of being a Christian. In the midst of the angry mob, the Roman 
proconsul took pity on such a gentle old man and urged Polycarp to 
proclaim, “Caesar is Lord” so that he would escape torture and death. 
To this Polycarp responded, “Eighty and six years I have served Christ, 
and He never did me any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who 
saved me?” Steadfast in his stand for Christ, Polycarp refused to com-
promise his beliefs, and thus was burned alive. He died for one reason-
his unyielding faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Polycarp’s well-recorded 
death is one of the many lives that were given to reveal and proclaim 
the truth of Jesus Christ. 

20 and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of 
blazing fire. 21 So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were 
thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the king's command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames 
killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, 
bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 
"Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O king." 25 He replied, "But I see four men 
unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then 
approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 
out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the 
king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was 
not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's 
command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any 
people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and 
their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way." 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

Teacher’s Preparation 

 Point out to the children that it is easy to have faith when things go well. Help them to realize that God also allows us 
to confront difficult situations as part of a maturing process and He trains us to trust Him. 

 Encourage them to develop an unwavering faith in God so that every challenge they face becomes an opportunity to 
demonstrate God’s wisdom and power.  

 Remind them how the devil tempted even Jesus and how He overcame.  

 Encourage the students to seek God when being tempted as He can help them overcome those situations.  

 Elicit personal examples or current day examples of unwavering faith. 
 
 (Other references: Hebrews 11:4-8 & 20-23 & Revelation 14:9-10) 



Bible Exposition 
God by His providence brings us into places and among people and into new circumstances so that we may 

take a particular direction in life. The message of the familiar story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 

fiery furnace is in fact an event as vital to Christians today as it was then to the Israelites, because it serves as 

a powerful incentive to walk in God’s ways. 

God’s Delivering Power Manifested 
Furious with them, he ordered the furnace be heated seven times hotter than usual. These three 

men were bound and thrown into the blazing fire. As they fell into the blazing furnace, the 

flames of fire killed the soldiers who took them. To the king’s amazement he saw four men 

walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed. To the king, the fourth one had the 

“appearance of a god”. The king then called them “servants of the Most High God.”  He said 

that “for no other god is able to deliver in this way” and made a decree, whereby any nation who 

said anything against their God would be severely punished. 

 

A similar incident occurred years later, during the reign of Darius. Informers exposed Daniel for 

violating a decree against praying to any god or ruler except the king. The outcome was similar. 

Daniel was thrown to the lions. 

 

On both occasions, God delivered His faithful followers from death—though not from the threat 

of death. Their courageous stand influenced others to fear God and resulted in suppressing their 

enemies. 

 

Soon after this fiery trial, the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Having a 

prominent position in Babylon gave these young men an opportunity to shine their light of faith 

in God. It would also seem that it was these three men who received honorable mention in the 

Hebrews 11 “Hall of Faith”: “who through faith…quenched the fury of the flames…” (Hebrews 

11:33, 34) 

 

It was during the reign of Jehoiakim King of Judah that king 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged Jerusalem and took 
captive many of Israel’s finest citizens. The king ordered his 
chief official to select from among the exiles some young 
men of royal or noble birth. They had to be handsome, intel-
ligent, well-trained and free of physical defects to serve the 
king. Among those chosen for training were Daniel, Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego of the tribe of Judah. God 
gave the four young men knowledge and wisdom. Daniel 
purposed in his mind not to defile himself with king’s food 
or wine. Upon the king’s review, he found these 
four men ten times better than others in the land. 
The king put them into service among the most 
trusted wise men and counselors. When the king’s 
wise men failed to interpret his dream, he issued a 
harsh order for all of them to be killed including Daniel and 
his friends. But Daniel knew what he must do. He urged his 
friends to plead for mercy from the God of heaven. God an-
swered their prayer and the mystery was revealed to Daniel 
to interpret the dream. The king acknowledged their God as 
a great God and promoted them to high positions. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up a huge golden statue in the 
Plain of Dura (the region around present Karbala, Iraq) in 
the province of Babylon. He commanded all the peoples, 
nations and languages to assemble for the dedication of the 
statue. At the sound of the musical instruments they were to 

fall down and worship the statue. Anyone who failed to fall 
down and worship the statue would be thrown into a furnace 
of blazing fire. Certain Chaldeans brought a charge to the 
king against the three Jews; Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego whom he had appointed over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon. The charges made against them were three-fold: 
1.They paid no heed to the king 2. They did not serve his 
gods 3.They did not worship the golden statue he had set up. 
 
Furious with rage, the king summoned them. The king ques-

tioned whether the allegations were true and gave 
them another opportunity to obey. 
 
What the king said next proves to be the most sig-
nificant statement to come from his lips: “What 

god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?” (v.15) 
 
The response of the three Hebrews may at first seem to be 
too abrupt and even disrespectful. “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to present defense to you in this matter. If our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 
blazing fire and out of your hand, O king let him deliver. But 
if not, be it known to you O king that we will not serve your 
gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have 
set up.” (3:16-18) 
 

Trials Faced by 
Daniel and His 

Friends 

God’s People in Captiv-

Israel was commanded to serve God 

alone and all idols were forbidden. The 

kings of Israel (northern kingdom) all 

failed to remain faithful to God, while the 

record of Judah’s kings (southern king-

dom) was mixed. Asa, Jehosaphath, 

Hezekiah and Josiah were kings of Ju-

dah who remained faithful to God, but a 

gradual deterioration brought God’s 

punishment in the form of captivity. 

 

The situation of the captives of Judah in 

Babylon was exactly parallel to that of 

captive Israel in Egypt when God per-

formed the most powerful miracles of 

the Old Testament to deliver the op-

pressed people. God did exactly the 

same thing here. 



Group Discussion 

Discuss any trials and temptations 
that you have gone through and if 
so, how have you overcome them.  
What are the roles of the positive 
mentors in your life e.g. Parents, 
friends, family, parish priest and 
Sunday School Teacher?  
 
Make a faith lesson plan for one 
week: 
 
Monday- Read Hebrews 11 and 
reflect on the faith life of one or 
two heroes of faith 
 
Tuesday- Design a bookmark and 
write your favorite faith verse 
 
Wednesday-Find the dictionary 
meanings of words such as faith, 
fear, trust, doubt, assurance, wor-
ry, overcome and promise. 
 
Thursday- List some doubts you 
struggle with and ask the Lord to 
help you 
 
Friday- Write down an inspira-
tional thought you came across 
 
Saturday- Think of some people 
you trust and ask why you are 
able to trust them? Think how 
much more you can trust the 
Lord. Write a prayer expressing 
your trust in God who will never 
disappoint you. 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 
 
1.  King Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem during the reign 
of king: 
         a. Jehoiakim      b. Asa   c. Josiah  d. Jehosaphath 
 
2.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were Jews whom king 
Nebuchadnezzar appointed over the affairs in the province of: 
        a. Judah       b. Jerusalem    c. Babylon     d. Israel. 
 
3.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were captives from: 
         a. Judah      b. northern Israel   c. Babylon   d. none of 
these 
 
Essay 
 
Write an essay in approximately 200 words. 
 
Considering the circumstances as captives in a foreign land 
how did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego carry out the mis-
sion of God in the most courageous way risking their lives for 
their most revered God. 
 
1. Introduction 
2. Describe the challenges that were faced and how they over-
came it 
3. Explain how by faith they reacted to the challenges 
4. Conclusion 

Jesus’ Intervention in the Midst of Crisis  
Mary and Martha’s unanswered prayer is a similar illustration of the same truth that the Lord may not deliver you out of the fire but he delivers you 

in the fire. Mary and Martha’s brother Lazarus was seriously sick, so they sent Him an urgent message “Lord, he whom you love is ill”. So, when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. (John 11:6) instead of giving them what they asked, He gave them 

something even better. He raised Lazarus from the dead. It’s because through Lazarus’ resurrection Jesus gave them a greater display of His glory 

than they otherwise would have had. 

 Faith is one of the single-most elements of Christianity. Without faith it is impossible to please God. When we have unwavering faith in Jesus, 

every challenge becomes an opportunity to demonstrate His power, wisdom and love. 

 Jesus was amazed at the faith of the centurion and said to him, “I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” (Luke 7:9) He also comment-

ed on the great faith in the Canaanite woman by saying, “Woman, you have great faith!” and granted her request. (Matthew 15:28) Jesus often 

had to rebuke His disciples for their lack of faith. But they were willing to be disciplined by their Lord and master. He transformed their lives 

and empowered them to take His mission to the ends of the world. 



Daniel’s friends did not believe that faithfulness to God guarantees freedom from suffer-
ing and tribulation. Yet, God walked with these three young men in the midst of fire as 
the fourth person to protect them and to manifest His power to the king and the officials. 
We know from the scriptures that those who would live godly lives should expect suffer-
ing and tribulation. (2 Timothy 3:12 & James 1:2-4) In our suffering we gain and grow. We 
experience a deeper level of fellowship with Christ. We find Him present with us in the 
fires of our sufferings in a way we may not have previously known. 
The Lord had quite a plan for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, He didn’t deliver them 
from the fire; he delivered them in the fire. We will all face “trials by fire” - times that test 
our faith. We need to remember that God is glorified when we endure these trials. Just as 
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged the greatness of God, so those who observe our victory 
through suffering may be drawn to faith in God or strengthened in their own walk with 
the Lord. 

Life Response 

As youngsters in this world, we also may go through different temptations and trials which will test our 
faith. In those situations we must have the unwavering faith of Daniel and his three friends.  

Memory  
Verse 

But if not, be it known to you O king that we will 
not serve your gods and we will not worship the 
golden statue that you have set up.”   
 
Daniel 3:18  

Closing Prayer 
 
Father, we thank you for always walking be-
side us. Please renew our hope and faith 
when life is difficult. We trust in you, teach us 
to listen to you. Guide us to extend to others 
the gifts you have given us. In Jesus’ name. 

Values for Life 



Grade 10  Lesson 10  Unit 2  

 to understand 
the role of faith 
and action in our 
lives 

    faith 
T H EM E :  F A I T H  E X E M PL I F I E D  IN  ACT IO N  

NRSV 

Romans 3:21-31 

21 But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been dis-
closed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, 22 the righteous-
ness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ[d] for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23 since all 
have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God; 24 they are now justi-
fied by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Je-
sus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement[e] by his 
blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over the sins previ-
ously committed; 26 it was to prove 
at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
27 Then what becomes of boasting? 
It is excluded. By what law? By 
that of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. 28 For we hold that a person 
is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 29 Or is 
God the God of Jews only? Is he 
not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 
of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one; 
and he will justify the circumcised 
on the ground of faith and the un-
circumcised through that same 
faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the 
law by this faith? By no means! On 

the contrary, we uphold the law. 

Action  
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14 What good is it, my brothers and sis-
ters,[a] if you say you have faith but do 
not have works? Can faith save 
you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 
eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have 
faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by 
my works will show you my 
faith. 19 You believe that God is one; 
you do well. Even the demons believe—
and shudder. 20 Do you want to be 
shown, you senseless person, that faith 
apart from works is barren? 21 Was not 
our ancestor Abraham justified by 
works when he offered his son Isaac on 
the altar? 22 You see that faith was ac-
tive along with his works, and faith was 
brought to completion by the works.  

NRSV 

James 2:14-26 

23 Thus the scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 
and he was called the friend of 
God. 24 You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith 
alone. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the 
prostitute also justified by works when 
she welcomed the messengers and sent 
them out by another road? 26 For just as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is also dead. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27999d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28002e
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A+14-+26&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30290a


INTRODUCTION 
 
In our society, there are many people who exemplify Christ-like servitude for the 
masses; one of who we all know is Mother Theresa. Mother Theresa, born as Gonxha 
Agnes, was a Catholic nun who nurtured and took care of the “poorest of poor” in the 
streets of Calcutta. Born in Skopje, the capital city of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Agnes grew with hardship since her father passed away while she was young, leav-
ing her family in financial straits. When she became eighteen, she joined the Institute 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where they named her Sister Mary Theresa and sent her 
to the Loreto Entally community in Calcutta to teach at the St. Mary’s School for 
Girls, which she did for twenty years. On a train ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling, 
Theresa, now dubbed as “Mother”, claimed to had encountered Jesus and was filled 
with the desire to directly help “the unwanted, the unloved, and the uncared for.” She 
was able to establish the Missionaries of Charity in the Archdiocese of Calcutta in 
1950 and many other organizations thereafter to help the poor. She directly went into 
the village area and treated the sick, washed the feet of the poor, and prayed for the 
weary- those who were deemed “untouchable” in the society. On September 5th, 
1997 she died, but her exemplary works and organizations still live on to further pro-
vide relief for the weary and restless- showing us how her faith in Christ produced 
deeds that outlive her own life to impact the world through God’s Plan.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

This lesson requires a thorough understanding of several terms, which are as follows: 
 
Justification: doctrine that God pardons, accepts, and declares a sinner to be “just” on basis of 
Christ’s righteousness, resulting in God’s Peace, His Spirit, and Salvation. Justification is by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ apart from all works and merit of the sinner. (http://
www.theopedia.com/Justification ) 
 

Salvation: Act of God’s grace in delivering His people from bondage to sin and condemnation, 
transferring them to Christ, who was an atoning sacrifice for humankind. The Bible says we are 
saved by grace through faith; and not of ourselves, it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8). (http://
www.theopedia.com/Salvation )  
 

Grace: refers to unmerited favor, granted by God through the gift of salvation. (http://
www.theopedia.com/Grace )  
 
Faith: assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen (Heb 11:1). (http://
www.theopedia.com/Faith ) 
 
To discuss fully on these topics, one must understand that the debate of “Faith vs. Good Works” 
isn’t really a debate, but a discussion of the same topic through different lenses. Paul and James 
do not go against each other, but identify a “saving” faith in which Paul assumes one must have 
in order to believe in Christ and James is describing as typical attributes and results of such.  

http://www.theopedia.com/Justification
http://www.theopedia.com/Justification
http://www.theopedia.com/Salvation
http://www.theopedia.com/Salvation
http://www.theopedia.com/Grace
http://www.theopedia.com/Grace
http://www.theopedia.com/Faith
http://www.theopedia.com/Faith


Bible Exposition 
Who were James and Paul? 

 

It is popularly believed that James, the brother of Jesus, a prominent leader of the Jerusa-

lem church, as the author of the letter.  James addresses his letter to the Jewish Christians 

outside of Palestine to instruct them on how to live and prepare for the second coming of 

Christ. Being the brother of Jesus, we can assume information of Jesus’ teachings would 

come from a first-hand eyewitness, or from primary sources.  

 

Saul of Tarsus, a known persecutor of the newly Jewish-Christ-worshipping sect, was a 

Pharisee who encountered Jesus in a blinding light and later received sight, marking a 

change in his heart to spread the message of Christianity. Saul, called by his Roman name 

Paul, was a missionary to the Gentiles and he preached throughout many areas of the Med-

iterranean. In many of these areas he was also imprisoned for his faith and still continued to 

spread the Good News through letters sent to specific churches. Living in an era post-

Christ, his information of Jesus’ teachings would come from secondary sources.   

Views on Justification 
“Justification” refers to God’s atonement of 
our guilt as sinners through Jesus Christ. In 
the Bible, there are two main views that 
arise from the concept of justification and 
how it is attained: 

Paul’s View 

James 
Vs. 

Paul 

How do we  

reconcile? 

A misunderstanding 

arises with these dif-

ferent perspectives 

since they seem to 

fervently oppose each 

other. James doesn’t 

write this letter to di-

rectly oppose Paul’s 

message. James 

wrote in the mid-40s 

AD, meaning that he 

wouldn’t have known 

about Paul’s teach-

ings. His letters don’t 

abhor or directly attack 

Pauline teachings, 

therefore we can as-

sume that James is 

writing to oppose 

those who perverse 

Paul’s teachings, since 

both James’ and 

Paul’s teachings are 

very similar in nature.  

 

Both Paul and James 

agree in a faith that 

strives to bear good 

fruit, showing a similar 

view of justification; 

however, the expres-

sion of Grace isn’t the 

issue, but what we do 

in response to this 

Grace. “Sanctification” 

is our response to 

God’s Justification of 

our lives by setting it 

apart to be holy and 

dedicating it to follow-

ing Jesus. Ultimately, 

we are justified by 

God’s Grace through 

faith and, as a result, 

sanctify ourselves to 

the will of the Father- 

by deeds we try to ex-

emplify a Christ-like 

nature.  

James’ View 

Paul repeatedly emphasizes justification of 
salvation as being through faith. In Romans 
3:29, Paul says this outright by declaring 
that we are saved by our faith in Jesus 
Christ and not by the actions that we do. 
Biblical scholars support his view by dis-
secting the idea of “grace”. Grace can be 
defined as unmerited favor by God, which 
ultimately means that we didn’t deserve this 
Grace at any point of our lives. This Grace 
is freely given to us and by this Grace we 
are justified. Moreover, any action we do to 
try and justify this Grace as being earned is 
outlandish, since “all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God”.  
 
This perspective has been seen within the 
Gospels as well. When Jesus was on the 
cross, He was alongside two thieves, one 
who cursed at him and the other who re-
buked the cursing thief. When the 2nd thief 
showed his faith in Jesus as being innocent 
and asked Him to remember the thief when 
Jesus is in paradise, Jesus replies, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in para-
dise.” (Luke 23:43) The thief was granted 
salvation regardless of any kind of action. 
Within the Bible, there are also many other 
instances where Jesus performs miracles 
and He simply replies that “your faith has 
healed you”, regardless of the deeds com-
mitted by the individual.  

If Paul is an advocate of “Faith Alone” being 
enough for justification, does that mean we can 
continue to live in sin? In Romans 3:31, Paul 
addresses such and makes it clear that we must 
uphold the law and the standards upon which 
society is built. Justification is through the 
grace of Christ, whereas salvation is attained 
through faith in God’s justification. Although 
this is often overlooked, Pauline views ascribes 
to a faith that bears fruit- which is similar to 
what we will see in James’ perspective on justi-
fication.  
 
 
James states that faith without works, or good 
deeds, is dead. The natural result of faith in 
Christ is action. At first glance, one may assert 
that James believes that good deeds are needed 
along with faith in order for us to gain and re-
tain salvation status, but that’s not what he is 
implying within the text. James isn’t arguing 
that works must be added to faith to attain sal-
vation, but that works will inevitably character-
ize genuine biblical faith.  
 
James distinguishes between false and genuine 
faith through his description of the man with 
faith but no deed. In James’ perspective, faith 
that is genuine and biblically true to how Jesus 
seeks should be one that automatically follows 
a Christ-like manner.  James continues to pre-
sent his argument by referring to Abraham as 
being “justified by works” leading to his right-
eousness. James’ usage of the word “justified” 
means “demonstrated to be right. Abraham’s 
faith was justified by God and, through this, it 
was “shown to be right” by his actions. Com-
plete faith is manifested through action. 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 
 

Regarding Salvation, James believes that: 
a. simple faith without works saves c. faith without action can save 
b. faith producing action saves           d. only faith and obedience can save 

 
What is “Sanctification”? 

a. demonstrated to be right  c. set apart to be holy 
b. unmerited favor     d. faith in what we do not see 

 
What is “Justification”? 

a. demonstrated to be right  c. set apart to be holy 
b. unmerited favor     d. faith in what we do not see 
 

Regarding Salvation, Paul believes that:  
a. faith alone can save   c. faith and reverence can save 
b. faith with works can save  d. faith and fasting can save  

 
 
Short Answer 
 

 How are James and Paul in agreement with each other with their teachings about salva-
tion? 

 Discuss the major differences between James’ and Paul’s upbringing and who they tar-
get their message to. 

What are practical ways we can show a “saving” faith in our Church? Community? 
School? Home? 

 
Essay 
 
The debate over “Faith vs. Good Works” has lasted over many centuries. Write a 300-word 
essay discussing the two main perspectives presented in this debate. Be sure to include the 
following:  

 Introduction 
 Background on Paul and James 
 Paul’s view on Salvation 
 James’ view on Salvation 
 How can they be reconciled? 
 Conclusion 



Life Response 

There are many other religions and organizations that see the importance of 
good works to help improve society. Hindus believe in “Karma”, Muslims believe 
in giving alms to the poor; but Christians are unique in their faith and action.  
Christianity is the only religion that emphasizes our salvation as being freely giv-
en and priceless. No amount of good deeds can make up for Christ’s sacrifice. We 
believe that only through Jesus we can attain salvation.  
 
Our deeds have limitations connected to our wealth, mind, and physical might; 
but our faith is limitless in God. Even without these different limitations we have, 
our faith can save us because we believe in a God that is above all these different 
ailments. We are justified regardless of our deeds, but the “saving faith” we have 
should produce good deeds, living out the lives God calls us to. 

Memory  
Verse 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of 
you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

 
James 2:15-17 

Closing Prayer 
 
Father God, we thank You for giving us this 
undeserving Grace so freely, even though we 
don’t deserve it. We ask You to help us in 
sanctifying our lives for Your Plan and we ask 
for forgiveness of the shortcomings we will 
face in doing so. Amen.  



Grade 10  Lesson 11  Unit 3  

 to understand 
there is hope in 
the worst of times 

hopeless 
T H EM E :  G O D ’S R EST ORAT I VE  POW ER  

NRSV 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon 

me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down 

in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. 2 He led me all 

around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. 3 He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I 

answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” 4 Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones, and say 

to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 

Lord God to these bones: I will 

cause breath[a] to enter you, and 

you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on 

you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath[b] in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that 

I am the Lord.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been 

commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rat-

tling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and 

there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and 

skin had covered them; but there 

was no breath in them. 9 Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say 

to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord 

God: Come from the four winds, 

O breath,[d] and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.” 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, 

and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, 

a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, 

these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord God: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people; 

and I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. 13 And you shall 

know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people. 14 I 

will put my spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you 

on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spo-

ken and will act, says the Lord.” 

Hope  
for the  

A 

I 

M 

 to understand 
history is under 
god’s control 

 to understand 
god chooses to 
work through the 
people 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Dr. Paul Wilson Brand was a surgeon in the mid 1900s. Born of missionary 

parents, he grew up in India. After his studies in the UK, God led him back to 

India, to work in the Christian Medical College, Vellore. There, he was drawn 

to the plight of the lepers. He realized that deformities in their limbs were not 

caused by the disease but by insensitivity to pain. The lepers often injured 

themselves without knowing it, leading to the deformities. He pioneered vari-

ous techniques of reconstructive surgery especially of the hands, restoring the 

use of the hands to victims of the disease. Dr. Paul Brand was not merely in-

terested in the physical healing of the patients. He cared about restoring their 

dignity by giving them back the use of their hands. They were not treated as 

outcasts as was common in those times, but as people worthy of respect and 

healing. He co-authored three books Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, In His 

Image, and Pain - The Gift Nobody Wants; where he explored the connections 

between his Christian faith and his practice of medicine. 

 

Dr. Wilson provided hope for a community of hopeless lepers who might 

have otherwise been left in despair. God worked through Dr. Wilson as He 

works through many of His people to provide hope.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

This lesson requires the teacher to understand the following points:  
 Study the life and times of the prophet Ezekiel. 
 Consider how God has worked through history, both disciplining and redeeming people and 

nations. 
 Think of modern day examples of restoration of communities or countries. 
 Prepare to discuss how children can also be instruments of God’s plans for the community. 

http://www.myhero.ws/hero.asp?
hero=P_Brand_whitworth_US_2009 

http://thepuritanhope.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/istock_000019194140xsmallez2.jpg 



Bible Exposition 
Introduction 

Ezekiel, whose name means “God empowers”, lived in a time of great upheaval. 

The power and fortunes of nations waxed and waned and the children of Israel had 

been banished into exile in Babylon. Their years of disobedience, idol worship, and 

backsliding had culminated in them being handed over to the Babylonians. The land 

of Judah was decimated and only a remnant remained in the midst of the ruins. 

Ezekiel himself was one of those who were exiled and during this time of displace-

ment, God spoke to him in visions. His early visions foretold the tragedy of his peo-

ple, principally, the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple as well as personal 

tragedy, the death of his beloved wife at a young age. Though he was the bearer of 

bad news, he was obedient to God’s will and prophesied as he was commanded to.  

The vision that we study in this chapter occurs after the fulfillment of his earlier vi-

sions and prophesies; the destruction of Jerusalem and the death of his wife. From 

the Bible passage we see it is a vision replete with imagery that is hard to forget 

once we read it. 

 

CONCLUSION 

OF THE  

VISION 

In the conclusion we 
see God reveals the 
meaning of the vision 
and his promise. 
 

 God is able to re-

deem His people 

from absolutely 

hopeless situations. 

 

 He was going to lift 

them out of their ex-

ile and bring them 

back to the land of 

Israel. 

 

 Trust and hope in 

God brings revival 

and renewal in hope-

less situations.  

 

 Not only were they 
going to be physical-
ly moved to Israel, 
they were going to 
be spiritually trans-
formed by being 
filled with God’s spir-
it. 

 
It may have been very 
difficult for the people 
to believe that God 
would be true to his 
promises. But we 
know from history that 
God indeed kept his 
promises - he returned 
the exiles of Israel 
back to a restored Je-
rusalem and Temple. 

Opening of the vision 

This is a metaphor for God’s revelation of the 

spiritual status of the Israelites in exile. The 

vision opens with Ezekiel being placed in a 

valley of dry bones. Unlike Ezekiel’s previous 

visions, this one is about the eventual restora-

tion of Israel. However, the scene that was 

presented to Ezekiel was not one of hope but 

one of death and desolation. This represented 

the spiritual state of the people of Israel. They 

had no place of worship or spiritual fellowship 

in Babylon.  

The valley represents their physical exile and 

spiritual inertia. In all these things, it would 

seem there was no hope. 

God’s question to Ezekiel and his re-
sponse 

God rhetorically asks Ezekiel - “Mortal, can 

these bones live?”. And Ezekiel answered, “O 

Lord God, you know.” We see three interest-

ing aspects of Ezekiel’s personality in this ex-

change with God. 

In the midst of the hopelessness (the de-
struction of Jerusalem and the death of 
his wife), Ezekiel’s hope was rooted 
in his faith in God. 

He did not try to impose his will on God 
and left the final decision to God - “O 
Lord God, you know”. 

During the times of desolation and exile, the 

prophets and priests of Israel lost all hope for 

restoration. Every person’s zeal and passion 

for God plunged into an abyss of hopeless-

ness. In the midst of all this, Ezekiel, a trained 

priest with proven prophetic abilities, re-

mained hopeful, humble and obedient to God.  

God’s commandments to Ezekiel and 
his response 

God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy to the 

dead bones that they would be restored; cov-

ered with flesh and sinew (tendons and liga-

ments) and filled with the breath of life. As 

Ezekiel spoke, remarkably the bones came 

together, covered with sinew, flesh and skin, 

but did not have life within them. God again 

commands Ezekiel to ask the breath of life to 

breathe on the ones who had been slain (Ez 

37: 9-10). Ezekiel speaks again, thus bringing 

the multitude of people alive and on their feet. 

 We see that God chooses to work through 
the prophesying of Ezekiel. Though God 
is all-powerful, he works through His peo-
ple who obey Him. 

 Ezekiel had faith that God’s will would be 
done and he followed God’s command-
ments. 

 The restoration of the people was incom-
plete with merely a physical transfor-
mation; they needed a spiritual transfor-
mation by being filled with God’s breath 
or spirit. 

Activities 
 Think of a time in your life that things seemed hopeless. Are there 

promises that God gives you that you can stand on in these 
times? 

 How will we respond if God promises something that we may 
think is ‘impossible’? 

 What are some examples of spiritual death in our societies? 

 What are ways in which we can make known God’s promises 
within our communities? 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 
1. Ezekiel had his vision when the people of Israel were: 

a. In Exile        c. Enjoying Harvest   
b. In the Desert               d. Celebrating Jubilee 

 

2. The bones in the valley were 
a. Few       c. Brown  
b. Crushed                d. Dry 
 

3.  God asks Ezekiel - “Can these bones ___” 
a. Rise up      c. Love  
b. Live                d. Fight 

 

4. God promised that he would bring the people to the land of 
a. Judah      c. Edom  
b. Israel                d. Midian 
 

Short Answer  
 
1. What did Ezekiel see in the opening of the vision and how it related to the spiritual state 

of the people of Israel? 

2. What aspects of Ezekiel’s character do you see in his response to God’s questions? 

3. What do we learn from God’s commandments and Ezekiel’s response? 

4. How does God interpret the vision in conclusion and what does he promise? 

 

Essay Questions 
The debate over “Faith vs. Good Works” has lasted over many centuries. Write a 300-word 
essay discussing the two main perspectives presented in this debate. Be sure to include the 
following:  

 Introduction 
 Background on Paul and James 
 Paul’s view on Salvation 
 James’ view on Salvation 
 How can they be reconciled? 
 Conclusion 



 Values for Life 
In the midst of desperate situations, it is easy to lose hope and faith. It is difficult 
to believe that God is in control, but our faith in God assures us that He can 
change our situations. It’s only after overcoming these difficulties do we realize 
that God was with us the whole time.  

We should never lose hope in our desperate situations and lowest moments. In-
stead we should rely on the love of God and His faithfulness to us to guide us 
through. He calls servants of His choosing so that His will may be accomplished 
through them. 

Life Response 

How do I respond when I see society or myself not quite living up to the stand-
ards that God has set? Am I willing to accept God’s commandments and follow 
them? In times of joy and despair, we need to reach out to God. 

Memory  
Verse 

I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord  

Ezekiel 37:14 

Closing Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, help me to see that you are there in times of des-

pair and hopelessness. Help me respond to your call that you 

make known through your servants and also help me be an 

instrument of your will. We pray that you alleviate the suffering 

of your people by using us as instruments of Your will. Thank 

you for hope in the hopeless situations and your guidance dur-

ing these times.   Amen 



Grade 10  Lesson 12  Unit 3  

nation 
T H EM E :  C A L L  T O  R E P EN T A N C E  

NRSV 

Joel 1 & 2 

The word of the Lord that came to 
Joel son of Pethuel: 
2 Hear this, O elders, 
    give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 
Has such a thing happened in your 
days, 
    or in the days of your ancestors? 
3 Tell your children of it, 
    and let your children tell their chil-
dren, 
    and their children another genera-
tion. 
4 What the cutting locust left, 
    the swarming locust has eaten. 
What the swarming locust left, 
    the hopping locust has eaten, 
and what the hopping locust left, 
    the destroying locust has eaten. 
5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; 
    and wail, all you wine-drinkers, 
over the sweet wine, 
    for it is cut off from your mouth. 
6 For a nation has invaded my land, 
    powerful and innumerable; 
its teeth are lions’ teeth, 
    and it has the fangs of a lioness. 
7 It has laid waste my vines, 
    and splintered my fig trees; 
it has stripped off their bark and 
thrown it down; 
    their branches have turned white. 
8 Lament like a virgin dressed in sack-
cloth 
    for the husband of her youth. 
9 The grain offering and the drink of-
fering are cut off 
    from the house of the Lord. 
The priests mourn, 

    the ministers of the Lord. 
10 The fields are devastated, 
    the ground mourns; 
for the grain is destroyed, 
    the wine dries up, 
    the oil fails. 
11 Be dismayed, you farmers, 
    wail, you vinedressers, 
over the wheat and the barley; 
    for the crops of the field are ruined. 
12 The vine withers, 
    the fig tree droops. 
Pomegranate, palm, and apple— 
    all the trees of the field are dried 
up; 
surely, joy withers away 
    among the people. 
13 Put on sackcloth and lament, you 
priests; 
    wail, you ministers of the altar. 
Come, pass the night in sackcloth, 
    you ministers of my God! 
Grain offering and drink offering 
    are withheld from the house of your 
God. 
14 Sanctify a fast, 
    call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders 
    and all the inhabitants of the land 
to the house of the Lord your God, 
    and cry out to the Lord. 
15 Alas for the day! 
For the day of the Lord is near, 
    and as destruction from the Al-
mighty it comes. 
16 Is not the food cut off 
    before our eyes, 
joy and gladness 

    from the house of our God? 
17 The seed shrivels under the clods,[b] 
    the storehouses are desolate; 
the granaries are ruined 
    because the grain has failed. 
18 How the animals groan! 
    The herds of cattle wander about 
because there is no pasture for them; 
    even the flocks of sheep are dazed 
19 To you, O Lord, I cry. 
For fire has devoured 
    the pastures of the wilderness, 
and flames have burned 
    all the trees of the field. 
20 Even the wild animals cry to you 
    because the watercourses are dried 
up, 
and fire has devoured 
    the pastures of the wilderness. 

Joel 2 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sound the alarm on my holy moun-
tain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming, 
it is near— 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread upon the moun-
tains 
    a great and powerful army comes; 
their like has never been from of old, 
    nor will be again after them 
    in ages to come. 
3 Fire devours in front of them, 
    and behind them a flame burns. 

Repentance  
of the  

A 

I 

M 

 to understand 
how the sin of the 
people adversely 
affects a nation 

repentance OF 
THE People will  
regain blessings 
for the nation 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOEL+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-22309b


Before them the land is like the gar-
den of Eden, 
    but after them a desolate wilder-
ness, 
    and nothing escapes them. 
4 They have the appearance of horses, 
    and like war-horses they charge. 
5 As with the rumbling of chariots, 
    they leap on the tops of the moun-
tains, 
like the crackling of a flame of fire 
    devouring the stubble, 
like a powerful army 
    drawn up for battle. 
6 Before them peoples are in anguish, 
    all faces grow pale.[a] 
7 Like warriors they charge, 
    like soldiers they scale the wall. 
Each keeps to its own course, 
    they do not swerve from[b] their 
paths. 
8 They do not jostle one another, 
    each keeps to its own track; 
they burst through the weapons 
    and are not halted. 
9 They leap upon the city, 
    they run upon the walls; 
they climb up into the houses, 
    they enter through the windows like 
a thief. 
10 The earth quakes before them, 
    the heavens tremble. 
The sun and the moon are darkened, 
    and the stars withdraw their shin-
ing. 
11 The Lord utters his voice 
    at the head of his army; 
how vast is his host! 
    Numberless are those who obey his 
command. 
Truly the day of the Lord is great; 
    terrible indeed—who can endure it? 
12 Yet even now, says the Lord, 
    return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 
13     rend your hearts and not your 
clothing. 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in stead-
fast love, 
    and relents from punishing. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn 
and relent, 
    and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
    for the Lord, your God? 

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
16     gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
    assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
    even infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
    and the bride her canopy. 
17 Between the vestibule and the altar 
    let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, 
O Lord, 
    and do not make your heritage a 
mockery, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peo-
ples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 
18 Then the Lord became jealous for 
his land, 
    and had pity on his people. 
19 In response to his people 
the Lord said: 
I am sending you 
    grain, wine, and oil, 
    and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you 
    a mockery among the nations. 
20 I will remove the northern army far 
from you, 
    and drive it into a parched and des-
olate land, 
its front into the eastern sea, 
    and its rear into the western sea; 
its stench and foul smell will rise up. 
    Surely he has done great things! 
21 Do not fear, O soil; 
    be glad and rejoice, 
    for the Lord has done great things! 
22 Do not fear, you animals of the 
field, 
    for the pastures of the wilderness 
are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
    the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield. 
23 O children of Zion, be glad 
    and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
for he has given the early rain[c] for 
your vindication, 
    he has poured down for you abun-
dant rain, 
    the early and the later rain, as be-
fore. 
24 The threshing floors shall be full of 
grain, 

    the vats shall overflow with wine 
and oil. 
25 I will repay you for the years 
    that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cut-
ter, 
    my great army, which I sent against 
you. 
26 You shall eat in plenty and be satis-
fied, 
    and praise the name of 
the Lord your God, 
    who has dealt wondrously with 
you. 
And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the 
midst of Israel, 
    and that I, the Lord, am your God 
and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. 
28 Then afterward 
    I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, 
    your old men shall dream dreams, 
    and your young men shall see 
visions. 
29 Even on the male and female slaves, 
    in those days, I will pour out my 
spirit. 
30 I will show portents in the heavens 
and on the earth, blood and fire and 
columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to 
blood, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord comes. 32 Then every-
one who calls on the name of 
the Lordshall be saved; for in Mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 
those who escape, as the Lord has 
said, and among the survivors shall be 
those whom the Lord calls. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-22318a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-22319b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-22335c


INTRODUCTION 
 
Nicky Cruz is a prominent Christian evangelist whose ministry has brought 
many to Christ. However, before he dedicated his life to ministry and the 
work of God, he lived a dangerous life. Nicky Cruz grew up in Puerto Rico 
where he dealt with abusive parents and a very adverse childhood. When he 
arrived in New York, he became involved in gangs and violence, trying to 
inflict the very same pain he had dealt with. When a Pastor reached out to 
Nicky in the midst of his anguish and pain, Nicky lashed out. However, he 
began to seriously consider the message he had just heard. While at a rally, he 
was overcome by the message of the cross and decided to give his life to Je-
sus. He enrolled in Bible College and later worked with troubled teens much 
like himself to work through the situations and pain they had been through. 
The final confirmation of the radical changes Christ had on his life was his 
ability to reach out to his family, bring them to Christ as well, and to ask for 
their forgiveness.  

God actively searches for the lost sheep. Whether we are the one that has 
strayed away or a conduit for God’s love, God has a message for us.   

Teacher’s Preparation 

This lesson requires the teacher to understand the following points:  
 Explain how sins of people lead to destruction of nation, ex. Sodom and Gomorrah,  
 Explain how repentance of the people can regain the blessings of a nation, ex. Nineveh 

http://www.myhero.ws/hero.asp?
hero=P_Brand_whitworth_US_2009 



Bible Exposition 
Introduction 

The people of God consistently have done one thing; turn away from God 

after He blesses them abundantly. Once this happens, God allows destruc-

tion to occur in the land to remind the people that the blessings they experi-

ence exist only when following God’s commandments and live in fellowship 

with Him. Joel, whose name means “The Lord is God”, is another messenger 

chosen by God to call God’s people back to Him. The book of Joel speaks of 

the devastation of the nation after turning away from God and the offer of an 

opportunity to repent, (a theme we see throughout prophetic literature).   

 

Group  

discussion 

We live in a multicul-
tural, multi-religious 
country which leads 
to different value 
systems, views 
about morality. 
Since people have 
the “right” to believe 
whatever they want, 
it may become diffi-
cult to maintain our 
morals rooted in the 
Word of God. 
 
 Discuss how the 

immorality of a na-
tion can lead to its 
destruction.  

 
 How can our per-

sonal lives influ-
ence our surround-
ings (schools, work 
places, among our 
friends, etc.) to 
bring about a just 
and moral society? 

Joel’s Prophecy 
Joel doesn’t begin his message by warning 
the people of their future demise if they 
continue in their evil ways, rather he de-
scribes the hardships the people are cur-
rently undergoing and tries to explain how 
to escape these tribulations. Joel vividly 
describes their future destruction by por-
traying the severity of destruction to their 
land, crops, and even the animals. 

1. The locusts have laid everything to 
waste (1:4) 

2. The nation was invaded (1:6) 

3. Vines and figs have been destroyed 
(1:7) 

4. Fields are devastated, the grain is de-
stroyed, the wine dries up, the oil fails 
(1:9) 

5. The food is cut off, seeds that don’t 
grow, and storehouses and granaries 
are empty (1:16-17) 

6. The animals groan, herds wander 
about looking for pasture, wild animals 
cry out to you because the watercours-
es have dried up (1:18 & 20) 

From the beginning of the book, the 
prophet Joel immediately starts off by ask-
ing the question (specifically addressing 
the elders), “Has such a thing happened in 
your days, or in the days of your ances-
tors”?  He also instructs the people that 
they should tell their children and grand-
children about this unmatched devastation. 

Repentance 
The only way to restore their fellowship 
with God was to recognize the way they 
lived their lives had offended God. Re-
pentance was the only way forward and 
the status quo was not acceptable. The 
Prophet Joel is very clear in giving in-

structions to the people of Judah regarding 
repentance that is acceptable in the sight 
of the Lord. He appeals to the nation and 
doesn’t say it’s an easy process. In fact, 
the repentance Joel calls for requires stop-
ping their daily routines and removing 
themselves from the luxuries they were 
used to. “Lament like a virgin dressed in 
sackcloth for the husband of her youth.” 
The description of a young widow is an 
extreme one to show just how desperate 
the situation they’re in.  Joel calls on the 
religious leadership to first repent and then 
organize the people to come and call on 
the Lord. “Put on sackcloth and lament, 
you priests; wail, you ministers of the al-
tar. Come, pass the night in sackcloth, you 
ministers of my God! Grain offering and 
drink offering are withheld from the house 
of your God. Sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly. Gather the elders and all the in-
habitants of the land to the house of the 
Lord your God, and cry out to the 
Lord.” (Joel 1:8, 13-14) 

Despite the depths to which the people of 
Judah had sunk into sinfulness, God ex-
tends an opportunity to them to repent. 
“Yet even now says the Lord, return to me 
with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; rend your 
heart and not your clothing. Return to the 
Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and relents from punish-
ing.” (2:12-13) God shows that all He 
wants is the sincere return of the sinner to 
Him and he continues to hold off from 
punishing His people. 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 
1. Who was the father of Joel? 

a. Pethuel      c. Jeremiah  
b. Immanuel              d. Hosea 

 

2. The bones in the valley were 
a. Repent and forget that any of this ever happened 
b. Confess and write on stone tablets what has occurred 
c. Bury all the idols they were worshipping as a symbol of burying their sins 
d. They should tell their children/grandchildren about this unmatched devastation 

 
3. What does the name Joel mean? 

a. The Lord Saves     c. The Lord Reigns  
b. The Lord is God              d. Glory to God 

 

Short Answer  
 
1. What was Joel’s call to the nation?  What was God’s response and promise? 

 
 
Essay 
Morality and values play a significant role in the outlook of individuals and the policies 
and laws of a nation and a nation that moves away from God is called to repent.  Based on 
the book of the prophet Joel write a 200-word essay discussing the following points: 

a. Introduction 
b. The severity of straying away from God as explained in what the people of Judah 

underwent. 
c. Describe Joel’s instructions to the people of Judah concerning repentance. 
d. What is the status of the nation in which I now live? Are the people of the nation 

straying away from God? What is our responsibility to the land in which we live to 
bring people to repentance?  

e. Conclusion  



 
Values for Life 
The repentance that Joel mandated in the lives of the people of Judah should influence our lives and 
surroundings as well. God continues to be patient. 2 Peter 3:9 says in regards to Christ’s second 
coming, “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, 
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.” As the parable of the fig tree (Luke 13:6-9 
ref. only) that bears no fruit teaches us, God gives us several chances to repent and be bearers of 
good fruit before finally cutting us down. 

People tend to complain that the world, especially the country where we reside, is full of immorality. 
The question is, who is responsible for that? The country we live in depends on us to set an example.  
The book of Joel and other prophets call upon the people of God to repent. Joel implores the priests, 
the elders, others to cry out to God. We may see immorality all around us. However the call of re-
pentance is mainly to the nation of believers; it is a call to us. St. Paul echoes this sentiment in his 
epistle to the Romans 2: 23-24 “You that boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 
For it is written, ‘the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.’” Although 
Paul was addressing the Jews of the day, this is directly applicable to us as Christians. Jesus said, “……
in the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in Heaven.” The glory of God can be revealed to the nonbelievers of the nation 
through our actions and bring them to repentance. Always remember the words of St. Peter, 
“Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, 
they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.”(1 Peter 2:12) 

As a Christians, repentance is a choice we make. As in the parable of the Prodigal Son, it was the 
realization of the importance of the son’s relationship with his father. 

Life Response 
Places mentioned in the Bible like Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed due to their culture of sin as 
a nation.  We must evaluate the world in which we live. There are several questions we should ask 
ourselves. Do the morals and actions of the nation agree or conflict with God’s values? Are we as a 
nation straying away from God and inviting destructive forces to devastate our land? Do my actions 
contribute to others drifting away from God? What is my responsibility to the nation, as one who 
lives here? When God is not present in one’s life, desolation and devastation can occur. One should 
reflect on one’s life and ask oneself these questions.  

Memory  
Verse 

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts 
and not your clothing, Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relents from punishing.  

Joel 2:12-13 

Closing Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, help me be the change I want to see in others.  

May I be an example of your love before others.  Strengthen 

me each day to walk in your light.  May my desire to be close 

to you drive me to repent from my evil ways.  For you are the 

only thing that I need and desire.   Amen 



Grade 10  Lesson 13  Unit 3  

 to explore the 
historical context 
of Obadiah’s 
prophesy 

pride 
T H EM E :  G O D ’S SO L E  SO VER EIG NT Y O VER T H E GOO D AN D EV IL  

NRSV 

Obadiah 1 

The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the 
Lord God concerning Edom: We have 
heard a report from the Lord, and a 
messenger has been sent among the 
nations: "Rise up! Let us rise against it 
for battle!" 2 I will surely make you 
least among the nations; you shall be 
utterly despised. 3 Your proud heart 
has deceived you, you that live in the 
clefts of the rock, whose dwelling is 
in the heights. You say in your heart, 
"Who will bring me down to the 
ground?" 4 Though you soar aloft like 
the eagle, though your nest is set 
among the stars, from there I will 
bring you down, says the Lord. 5 If 
thieves came to you, if plunderers by 
night —how you have been de-
stroyed!— would they not steal only 
what they wanted? If grape-gatherers 
came to you, would they not leave 
gleanings? 6 How Esau has been pil-
laged, his treasures searched out! 7 All 
your allies have deceived you, they 
have driven you to the border; your 
confederates have prevailed against 
you; those who ate your bread have 
set a trap for you— there is no under-
standing of it. 8 On that day, says the 
Lord, I will destroy the wise out of 
Edom, and understanding out of 
Mount Esau. 9 Your warriors shall be 
shattered, O Teman, so that everyone 
from Mount Esau will be cut off. 10 
For the slaughter and violence done to 
your brother Jacob, shame shall cover 
you, and you shall be cut off forever. 
11 On the day that you stood aside, on 
the day that strangers carried off his 

wealth, and foreigners entered his 
gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you 
too were like one of them. 12 But you 
should not have gloated over your 
brother on the day of his misfortune; 
you should not have rejoiced over the 
people of Judah on the day of their 
ruin; you should not have boasted on 
the day of distress. 13 You should not 
have entered the gate of my people on 
the day of their calamity; you should 
not have joined in the gloating over 
Judah's disaster on the day of his ca-
lamity; you should not have looted his 
goods on the day of his calamity. 14 
You should not have stood at the 
crossings to cut off his fugitives; you 
should not have handed over his sur-
vivors on the day of distress. 15 For 
the day of the Lord is near against all 
the nations. As you have done, it shall 
be done to you; your deeds shall re-
turn on your own head. 16 For as you 
have drunk on my holy mountain, all 
the nations around you shall drink; 
they shall drink and gulp down, and 
shall be as though they had never 
been. 17 But on Mount Zion there shall 
be those that escape, and it shall be 
holy; and the house of Jacob shall take 
possession of those who dispossessed 
them. 18 The house of Jacob shall be a 
fire, the house of Joseph a flame, and 
the house of Esau stubble; they shall 
burn them and consume them, and 
there shall be no survivor of the house 
of Esau; for the Lord has spoken. 19 
Those of the Negeb shall possess 
Mount Esau, and those of the Shephe-

lah the land of the Philistines; they 
shall possess the land of Ephraim and 
the land of Samaria, and Benjamin 
shall possess Gilead. 20 The exiles of 
the Israelites who are in Halah shall 
possess Phoenicia as far as Zarephath; 
and the exiles of Jerusalem who are in 
Sepharad shall possess the towns of 
the Negeb. 21 Those who have been 
saved shall go up to Mount Zion to 
rule Mount Esau; and the kingdom 
shall be the Lord's. 

Humbling  
of 

A 

I 

M 

To learn how 
Edom’s pride and 
envy of its broth-
erly nation of     
Judea led to its 
downfall 

 to learn that 
the lord will 
bless those who 
humble them-
selves and seek 
him with sincerity 



INTRODUCTION 
 
It is often said that “pride goes before a fall.” It seems to be the natural tendency of humans, that once some-
one reaches elite status or has money & connections beyond those of others, to become satisfied in their ac-
complishments and to forget one’s humble beginnings and eschew responsibility to others.  
 
This is not restricted to a country, organization, or to a certain “group” of people. An Olympic athlete may 
just be as susceptible to pride as the president of a country, the head of a labor union, the bishop of a large 
Christian denomination, or the CEO of a multinational corporation. In our pride, we have a tendency to forget 
our own shortcomings and to highlight those of our neighbors. 
 
Adolf Hitler was the infamous leader of the Nazi German Party that rose to power in post-WWI Germany. 
Preying on the resentment of the German people and taking advantage of the world’s reluctance to enter an-
other war, he began building a powerful army and seizing more and more land. His seemingly unstoppable 
military campaigns contributed to his hubris and pride. He imprisoned Jews, gypsies, cripples, and prisoners 
of war in concentration camps where some of the most horrifying human rights violations took place. Then, in 
an almost storybook tale of comeuppance, his pride and disregard for others caused him to make a series of 
mistakes that would eventually lead to his downfall. He invaded Russia in the dead of winter, spread his ar-
mies too thin over a multi-front war, and provoked the United States into finally entering the war. The man 
who had, at one point, controlled the majority of Europe’s land mass, committed suicide in 1945 in an under-
ground bunker, surrounded by allied forces. Pride surely does come before a fall, as we can see in this specif-
ic case. Neglect of God and his ways and reliance on our own abilities creates a dangerous mindset that will 
surely progress toward catastrophic failure.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

Obadiah, considered to be one of the “minor” prophets (where the term ‘minor’ is due to the length of the book 
– one chapter with 21 verses), is one whose life is shrouded in ambiguity. There are thirteen references to the 
name “Obadiah” throughout the Bible: 
 
Governor of Ahab’s palace, a contemporary of the prophet Elijah, who hid one hundred of God’s prophets from 

persecution by Ahab (1 Kings 18:1-17) – this is also the interpretation favored in the Jewish Talmud. 
A man of the lineage of David (1 Chronicles 3:21) 
A man of the tribe of Issachar (1 Chronicles 7:3) 
A descendant of Saul (1 Chronicles 8:38, 9:44) 
A Levite (1 Chronicles 9:16) 
A Gadite who joined David (1 Chronicles 12:9) 
A man whose son was leader of the tribe of Zebulun during the reign of David (1 Chronicles 27:19) 
An official sent to teach the book of law in Judah by Jehoshaphat (1 Chronicles 17:7) 
An overseer of the workmen repairing the temple (1 Chronicles 34:12) 
A descendant of Joab (Ezra 8:9) 
A man who signed the covenant agreement (Nehemiah 10:5) 
A gatekeeper (Nehemiah 12:25) 
A prophet (Obadiah 1) 
 
Furthermore, the date of composition of the book of Obadiah is disputed as well. Obadiah may have been a 
contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, (see ‘Main Ideas’ section).  
 
Consider distributing news articles where pride and envy have led to personal downfall, including those of 
Christians. Students should be encouraged to examine themselves first before attempting to point out the pride 
of others (see 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 for Paul’s exhortation on self-examination). 



Bible Exposition 
Historical Context - Date and Authorship of the Book of Obadiah: 

Obadiah’s name means “servant (worshipper) of the Lord.” The Obadiah to whom 
the Book of Obadiah in the Bible is attributed to is considered to be one of the 
“minor” prophets (where the term ‘minor’ is due to the length of the book – one 
chapter with 21 verses), is one whose life is shrouded in ambiguity. There are thir-
teen references in the Bible to a man by the name of Obadiah. However, by further 
analysis, scholars generally agree that given the content of the book, these are the 
most likely ones: 

Obadiah was an official in charge of Ahab’s palace, a contemporary of the prophet 
Elijah, who hid one hundred of God’s prophets from persecution by Ahab (1 Kings 
18:1-17) – this is also the interpretation favored in the Jewish Talmud. 

Obadiah wrote of the rebellion of Edom during the time of Jehoram (853 – 841  
B.C.) as written in 2 Kings 8:20-22 

Obadiah wrote in reference to the Babylonian invasion of Jerusalem and subse-
quent exile of the Jewish captives to Babylon in 605-586 B.C. Obadiah is deemed 
to be a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah and parallels have been drawn be-
tween Obadiah 1:1-14 and Jeremiah 49:7-22.  

 

Obadiah’s 

Sobering    

lesson 

Obadiah presents a 
sobering lesson for us: 
 
1. We should not re-

joice or take pleas-
ure in the fact that 
our enemy has 
failed or been de-
stroyed for God will 
deal with us accord-
ingly as he did with 
Edom. 

 
1. We will reap what 

we sow i.e. if we 
continue to commit 
sin, in the long-run, 
our destruction is 
assured as it was 
for Israel. 

Content - Edom’s pride and envy will 
lead to its downfall 
 
The overall tone of the prophet is one of 
bitterness toward Edom. The Edomites 
were descended from Esau, the brother of 
Jacob (Israel). There are references both to 
kinship and enmity between the Israelites 
and the Edomites throughout the Old Tes-
tament but it is enmity that is apparent in 
the book of Obadiah.  
 
The Edomites are depicted as having re-
joiced in the conquest of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians and are thought to have taken 
part in the pillaging of the city (587 B.C.) 
per the following Biblical passages: 
 
 Obadiah 1:11-15 
 Lamentations 4:21-22 
 Ezekiel 35:1 – 36:15 (Mount Seir is 

strongly identified with the Edomites) 
 
According to Obadiah, Edom’s hold on its 
ancient enmity with the Israelites would 
cause judgment from the Lord to fall upon 
it, eventually resulting in its destruction. 
 

Searching for the Lord: 
 
Although it is simple to denounce the 
Edomites by reading the book of Obadiah, 
we must remember that the Jews them-
selves were at fault. They had abandoned 
the God of their forefathers, engaged in 
every kind of sin, all of which had led to 
their destruction. It was not only Edom 

that was at fault – Israel was at fault as 
well. Obadiah does make allowance for 
the fact that the descendants of Jacob had 
indeed sinned and takes the destruction 
that fell upon them as a given (see vs. 12-
14).  However, the Edomites had not only 
pillaged Jerusalem, but had prevented the 
fleeing survivors from escaping the Baby-
lonians. 
 

Group Discussion: 
 
Case Study 1:  
A friend of yours is athletically gifted and his talents become a source 
of pride for him. Despite this overwhelming sense of pride in his ath-
letic ability he only seems to garner more and more fame and suc-
cess. Does this mean pride does not always lead to a fall? Are out-
ward or obvious signs of failure the only detriments of pride? Consider 
how it could affect your relationship with God, the development of 
character, and your relationship with others.  

 
Case Study 2:  
In this scenario your same friend injures himself while playing a game. 
His future in sports seems doubtful. Shortly before this you were irri-
tated by his demeanor and cannot help but think he got what he de-
served. Is this an appropriate response? If yes, why? If not, then what 
would be the appropriate response? Are there any Biblical examples 
that would be relevant here?  



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 

1. Which of the following is not attributed to the prophet Obadiah?  
a. Hid one hundred of God’s prophets 
b. A contemporary of Jeremiah 
c. Defended the Edomites 
d. A contemporary of Elijah 

 

2. What was the objectionable action of the Edomites according to the book of Obadiah? 

a. Attacked the Israelites 
b. Took part in the pillaging of Jerusalem 
c. Worshipped other gods 
d. Descended from Esau 
 

3. What does Obadiah mean? 

a. The salvation of the Lord  c. God with us  
b. God is gracious              d. Servant (worshiper) of the Lord 

 

 
Short Answer  
 
1. Who was Obadiah and what are some contexts within the Bible he is mentioned in? 

2. Describe the relationship between the Edomites and Israelites. What was their history 
and what does the book of Obadiah tell us about both their actions? 

3. How does pride lead to downfall especially in the story of the Edomites?  

 

Essay Questions 
 
Who was Obadiah and what message did he proclaim? How is it relevant to us? Be sure to 
address: 
 The historical context of Obadiah and the various instances he is mentioned in the     
 Bible. 
 The history of and relationship between the Israelites and Edomites 
 Lessons we can learn from the story as well as how it elucidates the problems of pride. 
 Applications and ideals for our lives today. 



 
Values for Life 
Pride is a common tendency within human nature. As we progress through life, 
successes and victories may warp our understanding of where our blessings 
come from. As a result we may forget God provides for us and face a serious 
downfall by not trusting him. Only a constant awareness of God’s providence in 
our lives can counteract this. The Israelites forgot how God had led them 
through the wilderness and established them as a nation and turned to sin. As a 
result, their pride grew and they sinned. The Edomites rejoiced in the defeat of 
their enemies and forgot that delighting in the downfall of Israel was in and of 
itself a manifestation of pride. In our lives pride can warp our thinking and mis-
lead our actions so that we consider ourselves greater than we are. As long as we 
remember God is the source of everything and our daily provider, pride cannot 
gain a foothold. 

Life Response 
Just as the lesson presented to us by Obadiah was twofold, our response should 
be twofold as well. Let us be compassionate to those who fail and not delight in 
their failure. It is incredibly easy to say that an individual’s actions cause his 
downfall, but it is much harder to be compassionate and come to their aid. In 
short our response should be in keeping with Jesus’ words “‘Go and learn what 
this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the right-
eous but sinners.’” (Matthew 9:13 NRSV) Secondly we should remember that our 
actions come with consequences. When we stray from God and sin, we reject his 
providence and wisdom and begin to move toward failure. Let us remember God 
as provider and sustainer before all our actions.  

Memory  
Verse 

Your proud heart has deceived you, you that live in the clefts of the rock, 
whose dwelling is in the heights. You say in your heart, “Who will bring 
me down to the ground?” Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your 
nest is set among the stars, from there I will bring you down, 
says the Lord.  
Obadiah 1:3-4 

Closing Prayer 
 
Father, we thank you for all you have provided for us and re-
member you as the true source of our blessings. Forgive us 
for the times that we have forgotten about you and strayed 
from your path, preferring to rely on ourselves rather than you. 
Help us to remain grounded in you Father. Amen. 

References: 

“Who was Who in the Bible: The Ultimate A to Z Resource” Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999. 

“All the Men of the Bible; All the Women of the Bible” Herbert Lockyer, Zondervan Publishing, 2005. 

NIV Study Bible – Introduction to Obadiah via www.biblestudytools.com/obadiah 

NLT Holy Bible – Introduction to Obadiah, Tyndale House Publishers, 1997. 
The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, Katharine D. Sakenfeld et. al, Abingdon Press, 2006 (see definitions of ‘Edom’, ‘Esau’, ‘Obadiah’) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/obadiah


Grade 10  Lesson 14  Unit 3  

 to learn of the 
social injustices 
that have oc-
curred in the past 
and how Chris-
tians reacted 

Social injustice 
and corruption 

T H EM E :  E N SU R I N G  R I G H T EO U S N ESS AND  JU ST I C E I N  T H E  CO MM U NIT Y I S  W OR SH I P  

NRSV 

Amos 5 

1 Hear this word that I take up over you in 
lamentation, O house of Israel: 2 Fallen, 
no more to rise, is maiden Israel; forsaken 
on her land, with no one to raise her up. 
3 For thus says the Lord God: The city that 
marched out a thousand shall have a hun-
dred left, and that which marched out a 
hundred shall have ten left. 4 For thus says 
the Lord to the house of Israel: Seek me 
and live; 5 but do not seek Bethel, and do 
not enter into Gilgal or cross over to Beer-
sheba; for Gilgal shall surely go into ex-
ile, and Bethel shall come to nothing. 6 

Seek the Lord and live, or he will break 
out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to 
quench it. 7 Ah, you that turn justice to 
wormwood, and bring righteousness to 
the ground! 8 The one who made the Plei-
ades and Orion, and turns deep darkness 
into the morning, and darkens the day into 
night, who calls for the waters of the sea, 
and pours them out on the surface of the 
earth, the Lord is his name, 9 who makes 
destruction flash out against the strong, so 
that destruction comes upon the fortress. 
10 They hate the one who reproves in the 
gate, and they abhor the one who speaks 
the truth. 11 Therefore because you tram-
ple on the poor and take from them levies 
of grain, you have built houses of hewn 
stone, but you shall not live in them; you 
have planted pleasant vineyards, but you 
shall not drink their wine. 12 For I know 
how many are your transgressions, and 
how great are your sins—you who afflict 
the righteous, who take a bribe, and push 
aside the needy in the gate. 13 Therefore 
the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
for it is an evil time. 14 Seek good and not 
evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, 
the God of hosts, will be with you, just as 

you have said. 15 Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; it may be 
that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
16 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God 
of hosts, the Lord: In all the squares there 
shall be wailing; and in all the streets they 
shall say, “Alas! alas!” They shall call the 
farmers to mourning and those skilled in 
lamentation, to wailing; 17 in all the vine-
yards there shall be wailing, for I will pass 
through the midst of you, says the Lord. 
18 Alas for you who desire the day of the 
Lord! Why do you want the day of the 
Lord? It is darkness, not light; 19 as if 
someone fled from a lion, and was met by 
a bear; or went into the house and rested a 
hand against the wall, and was bitten by a 
snake. 20 Is not the day of the Lord dark-
ness, not light, and gloom with no bright-
ness in it? 21 I hate, I despise your festi-
vals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I 
will not accept them; and the offerings of 
well-being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon. 23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the 
melody of your harps. 24 But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream. 25 Did you 
bring to me sacrifices and offerings the 
forty years in the wilderness, O house of 
Israel? 26 You shall take up Sakkuth your 
king, and Kaiwan your star-god, your 
images, which you made for yourselves; 
27 therefore I will take you into exile be-
yond Damascus, says the Lord, whose 
name is the God of hosts. 

Christian response 
to  

A 

I 

M 

To understand 
the need for a  
courageous voice 
against corruption 
at all levels of  
society 

 to learn that 
god seeks worship 
along with the 
practice of social 
justice 



INTRODUCTION 
 
William Wilberforce (24 August 1759 – 29 July 1833) was a British politician, a philanthropist 
and a leader of the movement to abolish slavery. 

He began his political career in 1780 by becoming a Member of Parliament. In October 1784, 
Wilberforce began a tour of Europe that changed his life forever.  

In 1785, he underwent a conversion experience and became an Evangelical Methodist, which 
resulted in major changes to his lifestyle and established a concern for reform. In 1787, he was 
introduced to a group of anti-slave-trade activists who persuaded Wilberforce to take on the 
cause of abolition. He quickly became one of the leading English abolitionists.  

Wilberforce's spiritual journey is thought to have begun at this time. He started to rise early to 
read the Bible and pray and kept a private journal. During his conversion he began regretting 
his past life and decided to commit his life to God. His conversion changed some of his habits 
but not his nature: he remained outwardly joyful, concerned, and humble, considerately advis-

ing others towards his new faith. Inwardly, he dealt with a difficult struggle and became unremittingly self-critical, 
harshly judging his spirituality, pride and relationships with others. 

At the time religious enthusiasm was generally regarded as a social indiscretion and was stigmatized in the elite society. 
Evangelicals in the upper classes were exposed to contempt and ridicule and Wilberforce's conversion led him to ques-
tion whether he should remain in politics. Wilberforce sought direction from John Newton, a leading Evangelical Angli-
can clergyman who counselled Wilberforce to remain in government, and he resolved to do so "with increased diligence 
and conscientiousness”. Subsequently, his political views were influenced by his faith and by his desire to promote 
Christianity and Christian ethics in private and public life. 

Wilberforce's involvement in the abolition movement was motivated by a desire to serve God in public life. He per-
ceived the industry to be a depraved and unchristian trade based on greed. Wilberforce sensed a call from God, writing 
in a journal entry in 1787 that "God Almighty has set before me two great objects, the suppression of the Slave Trade 
and the Reformation of Manners [moral values]" 

A supporter of the evangelical wing of the Church of England, Wilberforce believed that the renewal of the Church 
would lead to a harmonious & moral society. He wanted to elevate the status of religion in public and private life, mak-
ing religiousness acceptable in both the upper- and middle-classes of society.  In parliament, he headed the campaign 
against the British slave trade for twenty-six years until the passage of the Slave Trade Act of 1807. 

Horrified by the lack of Christian evangelism in India, Wilberforce used the 1793 renewal of the British East India 
Company's charter to propose the addition of clauses requiring the company to provide teachers and chaplains as to 
commit to the religious education of Indians. The plan was unsuccessful due to the directors of the company who feared 
that their commercial interests would be damaged. Wilberforce tried again in 1813 when the charter next came up for 
renewal. Using appeals, assemblies, lobbying and letter writing, he successfully campaigned for changes to the charter. 
Speaking in favor of the Charter Act 1813, he criticized the British in India for their hypocrisy and racial prejudice, 
while also condemning aspects of Hinduism including the caste system, infanticide, polygamy and sati. 

Wilberforce has long been viewed as a Christian hero and a role model for putting his faith into action. He will always 
be known as a man who fought social injustice based on his faith in Christian teachings.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

1. Teachers must understand the historical perspective/context from which the book of Amos was written. 

2. Review the various forms of social injustice in our world today and provide case studies for students. 

 



Bible Exposition 
Historical Perspective: 

Amos came from Tekoa in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, which is about 12 miles 
south of Jerusalem. He was not a man of the court like Isaiah, or a member of a 
priestly family like Jeremiah or Ezekiel. He was a farmer/shepherd and looked after 
sycamore fig trees. He prophesied during the reigns of King Uzziah over Judah 
(792-740 BC) and King Jeroboam II over Israel (793-753BC). Both kingdoms were 
enjoying great prosperity and had reached new political and military heights. It was 
also a time of idolatry, extravagant indulgence in luxurious living, immorality, corrup-
tion of judicial procedures and oppression of the poor. Israel at that time was politi-
cally secure and spiritually lukewarm.  

About 40 years earlier, at the end of his ministry, Elisha had prophesied the resur-
gence of Israel’s power. The nation felt sure, she was in God’s good graces. The 
people had reached their low point in their devotion to the God of Israel. The people 
became greedy and stopped following and adhering to their values.  The wealthy 
were becoming rich at the expense of others. Peasant farmers, who once practiced 
subsistence farming, were being forced to farm what is best for foreign trade, most-
ly wine and oil. (Amos 6:6)  Prosperity however, increased Israel’s religious and 
moral corruption. God’s past punishments for unfaithfulness were forgotten and He 
sent Amos to remind and warn them. Through Amos, God tells his people that He 
will judge Israel for its sins, and it will be a foreign nation that will enact His judg-
ment on them. 

What are the 

biblical 

guidelines to 

guide us? 

Leviticus 19:18- “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” This was 
spoken by Jesus on 
one occasion (Mathew 
22:39) and it provided 
more understanding in 
the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan. It 
was also reinforced by 
Paul (Romans 13:9 
and Galatians 5:4) and 
James (2:8). Our Lord 
summed up the Law. It 
can therefore be taken 
to sum up the social 
duty of the Christian. 
Its biblical implications 
are both wide and de-
manding. The injunc-
tion in both the Old 
and the New Testa-
ments are to be con-
cerned for the poor, 
needy and to be up-
right, just and merciful 
in all our dealings with 
others. 

Mathew 7:12 states 
“So in everything, do 
to others what you 
would have them do to 
you, for these sums up 
the Law and the 
prophets”. 

The Biblical directives 
to the Christian in hav-
ing individual responsi-
bility are very clear. 
This responsibility is 
for everyone. Every 
human being especial-
ly those in leadership 
has a God-given moral 
duty to protect fellow 
human beings from 
social injustices when-
ever and wherever   
they can. Pursuing 
social justice is one of 
the highest moral re-
sponsibilities of the 
Church and of the indi-
vidual Christian. Chris-
tians should be  

Amos was the first prophet to use the term “the 
Day of the Lord”. The people understood judg-
ment as the coming of “the Day of the Lord. “ 
Amos came to tell the people that this day was 
coming soon and it meant divine judgment and 
justice for their own iniquity.  
 

Amos’ Message 
Amos 5:24 “But let justice roll down like the 
waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing 
stream.”These are perhaps the most important 
words of Amos. These words are the cry of the 
poor, impoverished, oppressed and the margin-
alized. They are the plea of the helpless and 
hopeless to anyone with a heart enough to hear 
and act, and anyone willing to take up their 
cause. Yet when Amos said them, they were not 
the lament of man but the exhortation of God. 
God was urging his rebellious children to 
change their ways and to live in a manner that 
is pleasing to God. Amos was a vigorous 
spokesman for God’s justice and righteousness, 
whereas Hosea emphasized God’s love, grace, 
mercy and forgiveness. Amos declared that 
God was going to judge his unfaithful, disobe-
dient, covenant –breaking people.  He was able 
to see beneath Israel’s external prosperity and 
power, and its internal corruption. These sins of 
pagan worship, idolatry, greed, corrupted lead-
ership and oppression of the poor were exten-
sive.  Because of their sins, God would uproot 
His chosen people by the hands of a pagan na-
tion. 
 

God’s Redemption: 
God however had a glorious hope for the future 
of His people, beyond the impending judgment. 

He stated that the house of David would again 
rule over Israel, and extend its rule over many 
nations. Israel would once again be secure in 
the Promised Land feasting on wine and fruit 
(Amos 9:13). The God of Israel would not 
abandon His chosen people again. 
 

All Omnipotent and Forgiving God: 
The God for whom Amos speaks of is a God of 
more that Israel. He is the Great King and be-
cause He is all-sovereign, God holds the history 
and destiny of all peoples and of the world in 
His hands. Israel must know not only that He is 
the Lord of her future, but also that He is the 
Lord of over all, and that He has purposes and 
concerns that reach far beyond her borders. Is-
rael needed to remember not only His covenant 
commitments to her but also her covenant obli-
gations to Him. 
 

Christian Response to Social Injustice: 
There are many examples of Social justices in 

our own society similar to what Amos was de-

scribing some examples include; racism, preju-

dice, poverty, civil rights, environment rights, 

death penalty, access to education. 

 

Group Discussion: 
 
What responsibility does our church have in 
ending social injustice? 
 
What does our faith have to do with addressing 
social injustice? 
 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 
1. How many years did William Wilberforce campaign for the end of the British Slave 

trade before the passage of the slave trade act? 

a. 16      c. 24  
b. 36                d. 26  

 

2. Amos was a : 

a. Priest     c. Shepherd and Farmer  
b. Court Official              d. King  

 

 
Short Answer  
 
1. List biblical guidelines to address social injustices. 

 

Essay Questions 
 
Prepare an essay on Amos and his message. 
 Introduction 
 Background of Amos 
 Amos’ main message 
 Conclude with the biblical call of addressing social injustice 

 
Values for Life 
We can all be a catalyst of change. Whether you are a student, teacher, account-

ant, engineer, priest or in health care, you can make a difference. God can use you 

for His will. Amos was not a priest or a scholar. He was just a simple sheep 

herder.  Instead of making excuses, Amos obeyed and became God’s powerful 

voice for change. 

Life Response 
It does not matter our profession or background because our relationship with 

God  and our desire to worship him requires us respond to the injustices of the 

world.  



Memory  
Verse 

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.  
Amos 5:24 

Closing Prayer 
 
Almighty Father, use us for your service. Help us to be instru-

ments of change in our own world and to be of service to oth-

ers, as Christ has shown us. Help us do everything to the glo-

ry of your Holy Name. Amen. 



Grade 10  Lesson 15  Unit 3  

life 
T H EM E :  G I V I N G  G O D  T H E H I G H EST  PRI ORIT Y  

NRSV 

Haggai 1 

1 In the second year of King Darius, in 
the sixth month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came by the 
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Josh-
ua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: 
2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: These peo-
ple say the time has not yet come to re-
build the Lord’s house. 3 Then the word 
of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, 
saying: 4 Is it a time for you yourselves to 
live in your paneled houses, while this 
house lies in ruins? 5 Now therefore thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you 
have fared. 6 You have sown much, and 
harvested little; you eat, but you never 
have enough; you drink, but you never 
have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but 
no one is warm; and you that earn wages 
earn wages to put them into a bag with 
holes. 7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Con-
sider how you have fared. 8 Go up to the 
hills and bring wood and build the house, 
so that I may take pleasure in it and be 
honored, says the Lord. 9 You have 
looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; 
and when you brought it home, I blew it 
away. Why? says the Lord of hosts. Be-
cause my house lies in ruins, while all of 
you hurry off to your own houses. 
10 Therefore the heavens above you have 
withheld the dew, and the earth has with-
held its produce. 11 And I have called for a 
drought on the land and the hills, on the 
grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the 
soil produces, on human beings and ani-
mals, and on all their labors. 12 Then 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Joshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all 
the remnant of the people, obeyed the 
voice of the Lord their God, and the 
words of the prophet Haggai, as the Lord 

their God had sent him; and the people 
feared the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, the mes-
senger of the Lord, spoke to the people 
with the Lord’s message, saying, I am 
with you, says the Lord. 14 And the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit 
of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of 
the people; and they came and worked on 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 
15 on the twenty-fourth day of the month, 
in the sixth month.  

Haggai 2 
In the second year of King Darius, 1 in the 
seventh month, on the twenty-first day of 
the month, the word of the Lord came by 
the prophet Haggai, saying: 2 Speak now 
to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor 
of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, and to the remnant of the 
people, and say, 3 Who is left among you 
that saw this house in its former glory? 
How does it look to you now? Is it not in 
your sight as nothing? 4 Yet now take 
courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; 
take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest; take courage, all you peo-
ple of the land, says the Lord; work, for I 
am with you, says the Lord of hosts, 
5 according to the promise that I made you 
when you came out of Egypt. My spirit 
abides among you; do not fear. 6 For thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a 
little while, I will shake the heavens and 
the earth and the sea and the dry land; 
7 and I will shake all the nations, so that 
the treasure of all nations shall come, and 
I will fill this house with splendor, says 
the Lord of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, 

and the gold is mine, says the Lord of 
hosts. 9 The latter splendor of this house 
shall be greater than the former, says the 
Lord of hosts; and in this place I will 
give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts. 

10    On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth 
month, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of the Lord came by the prophet 
Haggai, saying: 11 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Ask the priests for a ruling: 12 If one 
carries consecrated meat in the fold of 
one’s garment, and with the On fold 
touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or 
any kind of food, does it become holy? 
The priests answered, “No.” 13 Then Hag-
gai said, “If one who is unclean by contact 
with a dead body touches any of these, 
does it become unclean?” The priests an-
swered, “Yes, it becomes unclean.” 
14 Haggai then said, So is it with this peo-
ple, and with this nation before me, says 
the Lord; and so with every work of their 
hands; and what they offer there is un-
clean. 15 But now, consider what will 
come to pass from this day on. Before a 
stone was placed upon a stone in the 
Lord’s temple, 16 how did you fare? 

When one came to a heap of twenty 
measures, there were but ten; when one 
came to the wine vat to draw fifty 
measures, there were but twenty. 17 I 
struck you and all the products of your 
toil with blight and mildew and hail; yet 
you did not return to me, says the Lord. 
18 Consider from this day on, from the 
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. 
Since the day that the foundation of the 
Lord’s temple was laid, consider: 19 Is 
there any seed left in the barn? Do the 
vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and 
the olive tree still yield nothing? From 
this day on I will bless you. 

Setting priorities  
    in 

A 

I 

M 

To understand 
how we can seek 
great things for 
god and not for 
ourselves 



20 The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 Speak to Zerubbabel, 
governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the heavens and the earth, 22 and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I 
am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders; and the 
horses and their riders shall fall, every one by the sword of a comrade. 23 On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will take 
you, O Zerubbabel my servant, son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, 
says the Lord of hosts.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Oswald Chambers  was born in 1874, in Scotland, the son of a Baptist pastor . 
Even as a teenager, Chambers was noted for his “deep spirituality.” He was educated 
at London’s Royal College of Art and the University of Edinburg. He demonstrated 
gifts in music and art. Yet, at the age of 22, he felt that God was calling him to be-
come a minister. Once he realized that the strength and peace he was looking for 
was Christ Himself, Christ’s life in exchange for his sin, he experienced a great re-
newal of mind. He made that choice to surrender his will to God absolutely and ir-
revocably.  

In 1911 he founded and became the principal of the Bible Training College in Clap-
ham, London. The school was closed in 1915 because of World War 1. He was as-
signed to Zeitoun, Egypt where he ministered  as a YMCA chaplain to Australian 
and New Zealand troops preparing them for action in the Middle East. In the years 
following his death in 1917, Mrs. Chambers compiled her verbatim notes of his lec-
tures and published them as books. His best-known  book My Utmost for His High-

est a book of daily devotionals, gives  deep biblical truths in ways that remain dynamic, even with the 
passing of time. The book begins with a reflection from Phil.1:20-21 and  the reader is inspired to surrender to 
God’s will. Like the apostle Paul, we see Chambers’ determination when he writes,”Shut out every other con-
sideration and keep yourself before God for this one thing only-My Utmost for His Highest. I am determined 
to be absolutely and entirely for Him and for Him alone.”  

Teacher’s Preparation 

 Encourage students to seize the opportunities and set the right priorities in life.   

 Help them to realize that it is always better to obey God’s will rather than yielding to worldly temptations 

and suffering the consequences later on.  

 Be prepared to discuss how to serve and prioritize God in students’ lives and future professions. 

 Discuss how the two sisters, Martha and Mary understood their priorities while receiving Jesus into their 

home. Martha was distracted by all the preparations while Mary her sister was sitting at the feet of Jesus and 

listening to what He said. Jesus commented that Mary had chosen what was better.  



Bible Exposition 
The book of Haggai is a collection of brief messages that came through the prophet 
Haggai in 520 B.C. He prophesied along with his contemporary prophet Zechariah and 
his messages are among the most carefully and precisely dated in the Old Testament. 
Haggai gives us a glimpse into a critical period in Jewish history, when those who have 
returned from exile were struggling to reshape their identity as a people in the land of 
their ancestors. The book holds modern day significance, not just as a historical record, 
but as a lesson to examine our priorities in life and to learn about the consequences of 
disobedience and the blessings of obedience. 

 

 

zerubbabel 

On God’s instruction, 

Haggai promised 

Zerubbabel, a special 

blessing: “ I will take 

you, O Zerubbabel my 

servant, son of 

Shealtiel, says the 

Lord, and make you 

like a signet ring; for I 

have chosen 

you” (Haggai 2:23). 

The signet ring, a sym-

bol of honor, authority 

and power represents 

the house of David. 

Zerubbabel was a de-

scendant of King Da-

vid, and was in the 

direct line of the an-

cestry of Jesus 

(Matthew 1:6, 12 and 

16). Zerubbabel, the 

governor, was the 

prime builder of the 

second temple, which 

was later re-

constructed by King 

Herod. Zerubbabel 

prioritized God’s will in 

his life and he was 

rewarded. 

The return of the exiles  
In 538 B.C., the conqueror of Babylon, Cyrus, 
king of Persia, issued a decree authorizing the 
exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
temple of God. It was the Lord who had stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus to let the Jews go and re-
build the temple. Led by Zerubbabel, and Josh-
ua the high priest, the first group of exiles re-
turned with great joy and settled in their home-
land. It took two years to rebuild the foundation 
of the temple and they built the altar and sacri-
ficed burnt offerings to the Lord. (Ezra3:3). 
Then construction was delayed by Samaritan 
settlers whose friendly overtures masked a hid-
den hostility (Ezra4:1-5). As a result of the op-
position, the construction came to a standstill 
for 16 years. Finally, God sent the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah to encourage and support 
Zerubbabel, and the work was resumed.  
 

Prophet Haggai and the Lord’s command  

In the second year of king Darius, king of Per-
sia, the word of the Lord came by the prophet 
Haggai to Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, gover-
nor of Judah, and to Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest (Haggai 1:1). Haggai’s  prophe-
sy came at a time when the newly returned peo-
ple from exile were extremely vulnerable be-
cause they had been humbled by their exile to 
Babylon, hopeful in their return to their prom-
ised land, and then discouraged by opposition 
in their rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 4:24). In 
520 B.C., after a silence for sixteen years, the 
prophet Haggai came to deliver God’s message 
urging them to rebuild the temple. His message 
stands out for one key reason: the people lis-
tened and obeyed. His message was passionate, 
inspiring and straightforward. He addressed the 
key issue with a question, “Is it time for you 
yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while 
this house lies in ruins?”(Ezra 1:4).Their ne-
glect in rebuilding the temple reflected their 
lack of understanding and appreciation of the 
temple of God. They focused more on beautify-
ing their own houses while the temple of God 
remained in ruins. They returned from exile 
with a limited understanding of God’s plan for 
bringing them back from exile. They didn’t 
give God the highest priority.  
 

 
 

People obey the Lord’s command 
While living in comfortable houses, the people 
were experiencing a physical and spiritual 
drought in their lives. Despite their hard work, 
they could not feel satisfied; sown much, but 
harvested little; ate and drank, but never felt 
full; clothed themselves, but were not warm; 
earned wages, only to put into bags with holes; 
looked for much, but found little. Therefore, the 
prophet said, now it was time to give a careful 
thought to their ways, and make a shift in their 
spiritual lives. The Lord told them that it was 
He who had brought the drought on the land. 
He urged them to go up to the hills and bring 
wood to build the house of God, so that God 
will be pleased and will be worshiped as He 
should be. The people feared and obeyed the 
voice of the Lord through the prophet Haggai 
(Haggai 1:12). The Lord inspired everyone to 
work on the temple: Zerubbabel, the governor 
of Judah; Joshua the high priest and all who had 
returned from the exile. “I am with you” (1:13, 
2:4), “now take courage”, and “do not fear”, 
were the words of the Lord that motivated the 
people to begin the rebuilding with no fear of 
their enemies. 

The glory of the new temple and message 
of redemption   

For those who had seen the old magnificent 
temple of Solomon, the new temple they were 
building was nothing in comparison. Regardless 
of its modest look,Haggai urged them to contin-
ue working and not to be discouraged. He as-
sured them that God was with them and that the 
future glory of this modest temple would be 
greater than the former one. He asked them to 
look into the past to see how they came out of 
Egypt. He exhorted them to turn from their un-
clean ways and to trust God’s sovereign power. 
As with most other minor prophets, Haggai 
ends with promises of restoration and blessings. 
He assured them that the God of the past is the 
same in the present, as well as the future. As a 
result of Haggai’s messages, they resumed their 
work and continued until its completion in 515 
B.C. From the moment they laid the founda-
tions of the temple, God followed through in 
His promise to bless them. Once we prioritize 
God’s will over our own, we become more 
blessed. 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

1. He was the author of the book ‘My Utmost for His Highest’: 
a. Billy Graham    c. Oswald Chambers 
b. John Bunyan    d. Dr. Stanley Jones 

  

2. The king who issued a decree authorizing the Jews to return to Jerusalem: 

a. Nebuchadnezzar    c. Darius   
b. Cyrus               d. Zerubbael 

 

3. The first group of Jews returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of : 

a. Haggai     c. Zerubbael  
b. Joshua                d. Joshua 

 

4. He was the high priest among the exiles who returned to Jerusalem: 

a. Haggai     c. Zerubbael  
b. Joshua                d. Judah 

 

5. He was the governor of Judah: 

a. Joshua     c. Zerubbael  
b. Haggai                d. Solomon 

 

6. Haggai’s prophecy came during the reign of : 

a. Cyrus     c. Nebuchadnezzar  
b. Darius                d. Samuel 

 

Short Answer  
1. Cite two examples from the lesson of people who prioritized God in their life and ex-

plain. 

2. How did the Israelirtes respond to Haggai’s message?  Elaborate. 

 

Essay Questions 
Write a 200-word essay giving an account of the prophet Haggai’s messages from God to 

Zerubbabel, Joshua and all those who came to rebuild the temple and the promises that   

inspired for completing the rebuilding. Write in the following format:  

 Introduction  

 Give the context of their return to Jerusalem  

 How did Haggai convey the Lord’s command and His promises to the people and to 

Zerubbabel   

 What are the challenges in life that hinders prioritizing God?  

 Conclusion 



 

Values for Life 
Nothing is more important than proclaiming the Gospel by which Christ builds 
His church. Examine your priorities to see if you are more interested in the status 
of your life and personal goals than doing the will of God. If you feel that you 
haven’t, then confess your failures and strive to live according to God’s will.  

Life Response 
Christ teaches that the only way to true happiness is by doing His will. Do you 
understand the danger of living a worldly life? Is God first in your life? We are 
called to be agents of change for the Lord, even in the persistently changing envi-
ronment. Regardless of social status or environment, we all have an important 
role to play in God’s plan for the community around us.  

In the days of the prophet Haggai, the people came back from the exile, and they 
forgot the God who brought them back to their land. While the temple lay in ru-
ins, they selfishly focused on their own personal desires. In our present day, we 
should stay untangled from the world. The apostle Peter reminds us that we are 
like living stones built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spir-
itual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1Peter 2:5).  

Memory  
Verse 

Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this 
house lies in ruins?  
Haggai 1:4 

Closing Prayer 
 

Our heavenly father, thank you for your blessings and guid-

ance. Help us to live the way you want us to live. Give us your 

Grace to obey you and empower us to bring others to Christ. 

In Jesus. Amen  

Group Discussion: 
 

Discuss how the book of Haggai is relevant today and in your personal life. Discuss 

how sensitive you are to the service to those around you. How do you experience the 

love of Jesus in your life, and how does it motivate you to the Lord’s work? Do you 

seek great things for yourself or is it for the Lord? Discuss the priorities in life to see 

where the necessary changes are to be made.     



Grade 10  Lesson 16  Unit 4  

 to learn what is 
the sermon on the 
mount 

word 
THEME :  G O D ’S PEO PL E AR E BL ESSED  

NRSV 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then 
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

Blessings in Jesus’ 
A 

I 

M 

To analyze the 
beatitudes and 
their application to 
modern society 

 to understand the 
beatitudes as the 
extension of the 
ten commandments 

Freebibleimages.com 



INTRODUCTION 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian, pastor, writer, author and musician, was 
born on February 4th, 1906. Being a precocious child, Bonhoeffer quickly acquired an 
interest in theology and grew up surrounded with theologians to further supplement 
his studies in theological studies. Bonhoeffer eventually graduated and became the 
youth secretary of the World Alliance for Promoting International Friendship through 
the Churches. At the peak of his success, the Nazi regime was established with Hitler 
heading the movement. Bonhoeffer, conflicted with what the Bible said and what so-
ciety was deeming as acceptable, challenged the Nazi regime and was eventually 
banned from preaching, writing, and lecturing in Berlin. Bonhoeffer wouldn’t rest un-
til he saw the necessary change be implemented in the corrupted society. As Nazism 
spread into the church, a sect of Evangelical Christians rose called the “Deustche 
Christen” (German Christians) promulgated the Nazi ideology and sought to eliminate 
the Old Testament from the Bible and, ultimately, the Jews.  Bonhoeffer began to 

house Jews and plotted with conspirators for a political resistance against Hitler, attempting to stymie Hitler’s 
advances. Bonhoeffer sacrificed all the riches and rankings of this earth to further his mission of living out 
God’s world, even sacrificing his life. On April 9, 1945, Bonhoeffer, along with other conspirators, were 
hung at the Buchenwald concentration camp after being captured by Hitler and given a death sentence. 
Through Bonhoeffer, we see a life lived for the glorification of God’s Kingdom by not indulging in the socie-
ty’s boundaries and unethical standards.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

In order to convey the meaning of the Beatitudes, the teacher must understand the biblical definitions of 
“blessed” and other terms used within the Beatitudes, as well as the overall motif of the Beatitudes in context of 
the Sermon.  
 
The concept of “blessedness” is a difficult word to translate into English and various translations have been 
used to say “happy”, “favored”, or “fortunate”, but these words do not fully encompass the meaning of the 
word. “Happy” focuses on emotional well being, not the relationship between God and humans through confes-
sion of sin. “Fortunate” is derived from Latin word for chance or luck as in destiny, which doesn’t apply since 
those who confess sin, poor, the dead are subjects of the beatitudes. Favor derives from the Latin word for 
grace, which shouldn’t be confused with “favored” and used in the context. Blessedness shouldn’t be seen as 
rewards for religious accomplishments, but as an act of God’s grace in the lives of believers.  



Bible Exposition  
The Beatitudes are statements of blessedness that follow a formulaic expression: 1. The adjective “blessed”, 2. Identifying the subject 
that is “blessed”, 3. The condition assuring “blessedness”. The beatitudes are written in Mathew 5 and spoke truth to the audience pre-
sent.  

After overcoming Satan’s temptations in the desert, Jesus went down to Galilee and started moving his ministry through finding his 
disciples and healing people before going up to the mountain and teaching the crowd as we see in the “Sermon on the Mount”. All the 
Beatitudes are pointing towards the Kingdom of Heaven. The focus of the Beatitudes is reward based on the level of spiritual experi-
ence and relation with God rather than material recompense.  

There are 9 subheadings of “blessedness” ascribed by Jesus to the crowd. Each of the beatitudes serves a separate description of 
“blessedness” per condition: 

Beatitude 1- “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven”- the fundamental attitude of believers. (v3) 
The “poor” have been a prominent audience within biblical times for prophets of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. 
Although “poor” may be attributed to monetary wealth, the beatitude refers to those who are spiritually poor. This “spiritually poor” 
further describes those who have humbled themselves before the Lord, acknowledging their sinful beings and their need of a Savior. 
Being “spiritually poor” allows us to understand the attitude believers should possess- understanding their dependence on God and 
their need for fulfilled relationship with Him.   

Beatitude 2- “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted”- an everlasting hope for believers. (v4) 
Mourning comes with the loss of something significant in our lives, whether it be a loved one, broken relationship, etc. Out of mourn-
ing comes a hope that everything will return back to normal- ultimately that things will get better. Jesus speaks to all those who are 
mourning for losses in their lives and assures that their hope is in Him- He will be the comfort and hope for all those who are suffering 
now.  

Beatitude 3- “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth”- a spirit of gentleness and self-control possessed by be-
lievers (v5) 
“Meek” people possess a spirit of gentleness and self-control; they don’t oppress others and are free from malice. “Meekness” for be-
lievers is also seen as fruit of the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells the crowd that those who are meek will inherit the earth, but what does “the 
earth” refer to? Doesn’t Jesus always mention that material and worldly possessions will be of no use in the Kingdom of Heaven? Is 
there a contradiction? Jesus wasn’t speaking of the physical earth, but most likely referred to “the promised land”, or the ultimate ha-
ven the Jews have sought for throughout their history. Jesus refers to “the earth” to exemplify the security and inheritance of God that 
will  be given to those who are meek.  

Beatitude 4- “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”- the yearning nature of the 
believer for the Lord’s vision  (v6) 
Jesus clearly states that those who have that constant thirst, or desire, to seek uprightness and are in search of God’s way, they will be 
filled. This beatitude also recurs in the same chapter when Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 

and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened.” 

Beatitude 5- “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.”- the forgiving nature of the believer (v7) 
Along with the other characteristics of a believer seen in the other beatitudes, we notice an outward expression of dependence and need 
of help from the Lord. Having a merciful heart acknowledges the flaws of oneself and how one falls short many times and enables one 
to forgive others and show mercy. The Lord will show mercy for those who are merciful because they have understood the grace given 
by God and are willing to share among many, no matter how wronged they were.  

Beatitude 6- “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” – the vision and seeking of God by believers (v8) 
The “pure in heart” refers to the actions of a believer that are aligned with God’s vision and are intended to be good in God’s eyes. 
With this in mind, the promise is the ability to “see God”, one of which no one has ever done. Such a promise demands faith and a 
vision-abiding walk of life. Those who are “pure in heart” will be able to see God in every situation or circumstance in life, allowing 
them to fully give praise and honor to God amidst struggles as well as joy.   

Beatitude 7- “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”- the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God by believers  (v9) 
Jesus doesn’t refer to the ceasing of hostilities and war within the world when He mentions “peace”. He refers to a drastic change of 
nature that the world has not yet seen for peace to persist. Jesus characterizes peacemakers as being those who focus on harmonious 
communities, but ultimately those who are promoting the Kingdom of God on earth. The promise of being “children of God” may be 
misleading, since “children of God” is often characterizing all Christians. In this beatitude, the “children of God” expresses an even 
greater relationship and connection with God as well as constantly working the way in which Jesus has done.   

Beatitude 8- “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”- the per-
severance of believers (v10) 
Although it may seem only logical that a life of “righteousness” is one that should be sought for, the world is broken and far removed 
from the way of the Lord. Those who are searching for righteousness will be persecuted on account of their pursuit after God’s heart. 
Jesus reassures those who may be distraught and worn from the persecution that the reward is great, for “theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven”.  

Beatitude 9- “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” – the great reward for believers. (v11) 
Jesus changes the subject of the beatitudes and focuses on the direct “you” subject as well as Him being the other subject. It shows the 
direct relationship formed with Jesus and that Jesus is the center of all the beatitudes. All the persecution and scorn against believers 
for the sake of Jesus Christ will have no effect in the end when they receive the great reward in heaven. The beatitudes end with this to 



 

show the aspect of martyrdom and perseverance during times of trial, similarly to how Paul preaches 
the Gospel to others. The suffering on this earth will not be felt in vain, for “your reward is great in 
heaven”, just as the prophets before had endured and received reward.  

 

Values for Life 
Jesus talks about the spiritual wealth gained from the present suffering experienced by following Him 
(by taking up His Cross daily). These are the rewards for every true believer. People believe that Chris-
tian life is an easy task- if you do good things, God will bless abundantly, but what happens if some-
thing along the way goes awry?- will worshipping God cease?  
 
The answer to this question clearly defines the boundaries between a true Christian and a “name-sake 
Christian”. Believers suffer from the world’s misleading cultural dynamics by standing firm to what the 
Gospel preaches and how Jesus lived out His life on earth. Jesus lived in an exemplary life among the 
Jews, who persecuted and eventually crucified Him, to set the example on how we should conduct our-
selves in an ever-changing society.  
 
The real question is, are you willing to take up the Cross for your Savior?  Are we going to daily take 
up the Cross, expecting a reward to follow? Suffering isn’t only of material loss, but of spiritual and 
mental burdening as well. The difficulty of following Christ in our society today is the instant gratifica-
tion that indulges our society in  
 
What is the contemporary relevance of “The Beatitudes” in a 10th grader’s life? In the 21st century? 

Memory  
Verse 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 5:10 

Closing Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father we thank You that You have restored the re-
lationship between humankind and You through Your Son, Je-
sus Christ. We ask to be able to exemplify each characteristic 
of a believer as seen in the Beatitudes and that we are con-
stantly after Your Heart alone. Please guide us through this 
world so that we may be a light for others to see You. Amen. 

References: 

http://www.dbonhoeffer.org/Biography.html 
 
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/beatitudes.html 
 
https://bible.org/seriespage/beatitudes-matthew-51-12 

http://www.dbonhoeffer.org/Biography.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/beatitudes.html
https://bible.org/seriespage/beatitudes-matthew-51-12


Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

1.  What are the Beatitudes? 

a. Statements of “Blessedness” 
b. Statements of “Happiness”, “Favored”, and “Fortunate”  
c. Statements of  “Gratification” 
d. Statements of  “Everlasting Peace” 

 

2.  How many Beattitudes are present in the Sermon on the Mount? 

a. 7      c. 9  
b. 8      d. 10 
 

3.  Blessed are those who mourn, for ______________________ 

a. Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
b. They will inherit the Earth. 
c. They will be comforted. 
d. They will see God. 
 

3. Blessed are the meek, for ________________________ 

a. Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
b. They will inherit the Earth. 
c. They will be comforted. 
d. They will see God. 
 

Short Answer  
1. What was the context in which Jesus spoke to the Crowd? What did Jesus endure be-

fore speaking to the Crowd? 

2. What does the following Beatitude mean: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of Heaven.”  

3. What does the following Beatitude mean: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Essay Questions 
The Beatitudes reflect the characteristics believers should have. Write a 200-word essay 
including the following:  
 Introduction 
 What makes up a “Beatitude” 
 Discuss the meaning of each Beatitude 
 Conclusion 



Grade 10  Lesson 17  Unit 3  

 to understand 
the meaning of be-
ing born from 
above 

world 
T H EM E :  F U L L N E S S O F  L O V E  T HR OUG H  J ESU S C H RI ST  

NRSV 

John 3:1-21 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the pres-
ence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without be-
ing born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be aston-
ished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not under-
stand these things? 
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimo-
ny. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, be-
cause they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into 
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

God loves the  
A 

I 

M 

To understand 
that god has un-
conditional love 
for the world 

 to learn that 
god’s loving      
nature is      
exemplified in 
Jesus 



INTRODUCTION 
 

Saeed Abedini converted to Christianity in 2000 at the age of 20. He was 

in the midst of a severe depression and was battling thoughts of suicide 

and could not find any reprieve in his own religion. He had always con-

sidered Christianity as blasphemy and was therefore skeptical when two 

individuals shared the gospel with him in a park. He soon became a fol-

lower of Christ, however, and soon after he heard the voice of Jesus tell-

ing him, three times, that He was coming back soon and commanding him 

to preach his gospel. While he was unsure the first two times, he felt the 

power of God in the third time and embarked on this new mission. As a former Muslim, he dealt with a great 

deal of persecution and repression by the authorities. But yielding not to fear and pressure, he began to build a 

ministry consisting of countless underground churches. Many came to Christ because of his relentless preach-

ing of the gospel.  

 

His success did not go unnoticed however. In 2009, he came back to Iran from the United States and was de-

tained. He was threatened with death and violence and forced to agree to stop preaching the gospel. Rev. 

Abedini continued however, and on his ninth visit to Iran, in order to build an orphanage, he was imprisoned. 

He currently remains in prison, serving an eight-year sentence.  

 

The transformation here is radical. Rev. Abedini was changed from a timid Christ seeker, like Nicodemus, 

into someone prepared to defy one of the most repressive and dangerous regimes in modern history. His story 

begs the question, how faithful are we? 

Teacher’s Preparation 

 Read about the difference between being born of the water and of the Spirit. John the Baptist sets the back-
ground for this when he baptized by water. 

 Find background information about Nicodemus and Pharisees, and their attitude toward Jesus. 
 Study how this passage covers the most important aspects of the Gospel. 
 Consider examples of people from your own life or famous people who underwent a spiritual rebirth and 

how their lives were changed. 



Bible Exposition 
In this short passage Saint John summarizes a conversation between Nicodemus, a ruler/spiritual leader of the Jews and Je-

sus. It is believed that Nicodemus was one of the prominent members of the Sanhedrin, the highest and most powerful Jew-

ish religious council and the ruling body of Israel. Being a Pharisee, Nicodemus belonged to the conservative school of Jew-

ish thought. Pharisees believed that strict observance of the Law, rituals and moral codes are pre-requisites to enter the 

Kingdom of God which is an earthly Kingdom with the Messiah as its King. Since the majority of the Pharisees were 

against Jesus, Nicodemus ostensibly had difficulties in seeking clarifications for his doubts from Jesus. Being an honest 

seeker of the truth he decides to interview Jesus and clear his doubts about Jesus’ authority and the Kingdom of God. Thus, 

he encounters Jesus at night and asked some of his doubts and questions. This Bible passage does not narrate all the ques-

tions asked by Nicodemus. However, from the replies of Jesus recorded by St. John, it is clear that he asked at least one 

question about the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ answer that “no one can see the Kingdom of God without being born from 

above” caught him off guard, as he was not expecting such an answer from Jesus. Nicodemus sought to clarify the answer 

by asking another question to Jesus, whether it is a physical rebirth by entering mother’s womb? Jesus’ slightly rebukes Nic-

odemus of his ignorance of the word of God (“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?”). 

Jesus may be alluding to various scripture passages by Moses and prophets such as Jeremiah, David, Ezekiel and others 

(refer old testament passages in Deuteronomy 30: 6; Jeremiah 4: 4, Psalm 51: 10; Ezekiel 36: 24-27). 

Jesus further explains to Nicodemus that a person has to be born of “water and Spirit” to enter the Kingdom of God and 

such a change is one that cannot be accomplished by human effort; it is the work of the Holy Spirit. The passage does not 

describe the response of Nicodemus or what impact Jesus’ teaching had on him. In John 19: 39-40 it is stated that Nicode-

mus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes and gave a proper burial for Jesus, along with Joseph of Arimathea. When all 

the beloved disciples of Jesus fled the scene of crucifixion, we see a courageous disciple in Nicodemus, who is not afraid of 

the Jewish high priests and people who crucified Jesus, performing the last rites for Jesus! 

Being born from above  
Nicodemus was confused about Jesus’ answer that only people who are born of water and spirit (born from above) enters the 

Kingdom of God. Nicodemus did not understand the meaning of Jesus’ words, “born of water and spirit”. Jesus further ex-

plains that all people are born of the flesh, as part of their natural physical birth from their mother’s womb. It means that 

whoever born only by natural birth cannot enter the Kingdom of God, this requires the spiritual birth (born again/born from 

above).  

Jesus tells Nicodemus that what is “born of spirit is spirit” and further uses the allegory of wind to explain it. We cannot see 

wind with our naked eye; nevertheless, we experience its sound and the changes made by it. Man cannot create or control 

the direction of the wind. Nobody knows from where it comes or where it goes. In this allegory, wind is the Spirit (Holy 

Spirit). It comes from heaven or above (from God). According to the Gospel of John, water and spirit are synonyms used to 

describe the Holy Spirit. In this passage “born from above” means those who submit to the will of the Holy Spirit. Man can-

not invoke the Holy Spirit by his free will. God will send the Holy Spirit to His children. Whoever submits to the Holy Spir-

it can bear the fruit of the spirit and this transformation is visible to the world around him/her.  

God has unconditional love for the World 
The central theme of the Gospel is the redemption of man through God's love. Through the disobedience of Adam and Eve 

at the Garden of Eden all men became sinners and death prevailed on them. It is very clear that God was not pleased with 

this state of man. God wanted to restore the status of man; i.e. restore to the state of having permanent fellowship with God. 

God’s redemptive plan is explained by St. John in the golden verse  “for God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life”- John 3:16. From this verse it is clear that 

God: 

 Loved the world 

 Gave His beloved Son to the world 

 All people who believe in the Son will have eternal life 

 All people who do not believe in the Son will perish 

 

We see a God who is concerned about his creation; a God who sympathizes with the downfall of man, who is His own im-

age. God has implemented a divine solution for Man’s restoration through Jesus Christ; by sacrificing the only begotten 

Son. God is giving everybody a chance to regain the divine status of permanent fellowship with Him. It is an unconditional 

offer to humankind. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life; those who do not believe are condemned by their 

choice. 

 



 

God’s loving nature exemplified in Jesus 
In this conversation Jesus demonstrates God’s loving nature and kindness to Nicodemus. When we compare Jesus’ dia-

logue with Nicodemus, a teacher and ruler of Israel with other events recorded in the Gospels we see that Jesus was al-

ways interested in the redemption of man, whoever he/she was.  

 Jesus is near to everyone regardless of the time one calls upon Him. It is worthwhile to note that Nicodemus 

came to visit Jesus in the night. Jesus made no distinction of the time - day or night, Sabbath or a week day, after-

noon or evening. Jesus reaches out to all those who long for Him.  

 Jesus redeemed all sorts of people regardless of their status. Jesus made no distinction between r ich or  poor ; 

sick or healthy; man or woman; educated or uneducated; Jew or Samaritan; Pharisees or Sadducees. 

 Jesus is the light of the World. Jesus explains that he is the light of the wor ld and contrasts this with the state 

of mankind in darkness. Man loved darkness because he wanted to hide his evil deeds (Adam and Eve sought dark-

ness not to be detected by God). It is also interesting to note that Nicodemus came to see Jesus in the dark of the 

night. 

  Jesus is the Savior of the world. Jesus explains that whoever  looks upon Him or  believes in Him (Christ being 
lifted up on the cross, which alone could defeat Satan and sin) will be saved; Jesus made it easier for Nicodemus to 
understand; by telling him that it is like the rebellious Israelites saving their life by a simple look at the bronze ser-
pent raised by Moses in the wilderness. 

All of us want to enter the Kingdom of God. Does it come as an entitlement of being born in a Christian family and a 

weekly church-goer or having known about God for many years? Many a time, we are also like Nicodemus who was a 

ruler/spiritual leader/teacher of the Law with an enviable position in the Jewish religion, and think that we can enter the 

Kingdom of God through our merit. Without submitting to the will of the Holy Spirit, we cannot have a rebirth and expe-

rience the Kingdom of God. The people who are born from above can experience the Kingdom of God. 

Memory  
Verse 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son 
will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.  
John 3:36 

Closing Prayer 
 

Loving Father, Thank you for giving this opportunity in Sunday School to learn about you help-

ing us to understand the meaning of ‘born from above’. Lord, we understand that we cannot 

come to your Kingdom unless we are transformed by the Holy Spirit. Please give us the grace 

to lead a life pleasing to you every day. Please send your Holy Spirit to each one of us to dwell 

in our hearts and lead us in your ways. Amen. 

Group Discussion: 
 

 Compare Nicodemus’ understanding of entering into the Kingdom of God and Jesus’ teaching.  

 How do we do know that someone is born of the Spirit? 

Values for Life 
A true Christian must have the experience of being born from above. Those who are born from above bear the fruit of 

the spirit and will be visible to others.  

Life Response 
We must have an understanding of rebirth and being born from above. Those who are born from above should witness 

their experience to others. Therefore, let us renew our faith, love God with full heart and might and live each day of our 

life, pleasing to God. Then, Holy Spirit will transform us and we become sons and daughters from above. 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 

1. Who was Nicodemus? 
a. Pharisee 
b. Leader of the Jews 
c. Teacher of Israel 
d. All of above 

 

2. To what did Jesus compare “born of Spirit” in his conversation with Nicodemus? 

a. Wind 
b. Prayer 
c. Serpent 
d. Fire 
 

3. What time of the day did Nicodemus visit Jesus? 

a. morning    c. night  
b. afternoon              d. noon 

 

4.  How is God’s nature exemplified in Jesus? 

a. savior    c. as the light of the world  
b. redeemer              d. all of the above 

 

 

Essay Questions 
 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit.” Explain this statement on the basis of conversation between          
Nicodemus and Jesus. 
1. Introduction  
2. Born from above: Jesus’s clarification of its meaning.   
3. Give appropriate illustrations from the Bible.  
4. Conclusion 



Grad Lesson 18  Unit 4
  

Christ 
T H EM E :  ST A N D I N G  F O R  T H E  T RUT H  

NRSV 

Luke 3:1-18 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pi-
late was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. 3 He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isai-
ah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, and eve-
ry mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth;6 and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.’” 
7 John said to the crowds that came 
out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up chil-
dren to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”  
10 And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” 11 In reply he said 
to them, “Whoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do like-
wise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to 
be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He 
said to them, “Collect no more than 
the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from any-
one by threats or false accusation, and 
be satisfied with your wages.” 
15 As the people were filled with ex-
pectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, 16 John an-
swered all of them by saying, “I bap-
tize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his thresh-
ing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
18 So, with many other exhortations, 
he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 

John 1:19-34 
This is the testimony given by John when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, “I am not the Messi-
ah.”[g 21 And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the prophet?” He answered, 
“No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are 

you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24 Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are nei-
ther the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I 
baptize with water. Among you stands 
one whom you do not know, 27 the one 
who is coming after me; I am not wor-
thy to untie the thong of his san-
dal.” 28 This took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming 
toward him and declared, “Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30 This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’

31 I myself did not know 
him; but I came baptizing with water 
for this reason, that he might be re-
vealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, 
“I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33 I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is 
the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and 
have testified that this is the Son of 
God.” 

John the Baptist,  
the forerunner of 

A 

I 

M 

To learn about 
witnessing the 
truth and facilitat-
ing the develop-
ment of others 



INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1948, a remarkable religious phenomenon occurred in the US. It began in a tent near 

Hollywood California, under the preaching of a young evangelist. The crowds were 

sparse at first but as the preaching continued, the crowds began to grow. Finally some 

rather prominent Hollywood celebrities attended the meetings and were converted. At 

first, the media totally ignored these gatherings. But when some of Hollywood’s well-

known names became involved, the press began to take a special interest. Eventually 

reporters were sent to investigate and interview this rather strange young preacher, who 

dressed in pistachio-colored suits, wore flaming red ties, spoke with a pronounced 

Southern accent, and yet had incredible appeal to the masses. It was evident God was 

doing something. That was the beginning of Billy Graham’s career. And as news of 

those meetings spread across the country, other cities invited him to come and preach and soon Billy Gra-

ham’s ministry blossomed into what it has become today. 

 

As it was with Billy Graham in 1948, so it was with John the Baptist in the first century. He too was a young 

man (in his early 30s). He too dressed rather strangely for his day. He did not wear green suits but animal 

skins (and ate grasshoppers and wild honey). He too preached a powerful message that seemed to have a great 

attraction to people. At first they came out by dozens, then hundreds, then thousands left their cities to hear 

this remarkable desert preacher. Finally the response was so great and this man so popular that even the reli-

gious establishment of Jerusalem became curious. They sent a delegation to investigate this strange man with 

a unique message. 

Teacher’s Preparation 

 John the Baptist was born to Zechariah, a priest in the priestly order of Abijah and Elizabeth, a descendent 
of Aaron. When looking at John the Baptist’s ministry, it is fitting that John came from this double pedigree 
of priests. He was born during the time of King Herod. 

 
 His ministry began when, “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler[a] of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 
of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” 

 
 The period of autonomous rule had come to an end and formal Roman rule had been established, much to 

the displeasure of the Jews. Various sects, most notably the Pharisees and Sadducees, were focused on tem-
ple laws and oral law. Judaism was going through a crisis of sorts and while piety was abundant, it was hol-
low. They were relying on the law and the additional laws made by man. 

 
 John the Baptist preached repentance, as seen in the Gospels “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near” and in the non-Biblical sources as well, Josephus’ Antiquities. Be sure to read Luke 1,3 to understand 
more about his message. The way John the Baptist lived his life exemplified his message and was in stark 
contrast to the hypocrisy of the religious hegemony. Furthermore, John the Baptist set the tone for Jesus’ 
ministry, which would go on to be far more radical, and allowed his own to fade after he had completed his 
work, saying “He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled.” (John 3:29) John 
the Baptist witnessed Jesus and his majesty. His kingship and kingdom was who and what John was serving 
and John declared that the Messiah and glory of God the Jews had been waiting for was finally here. 



Bible Exposition 
Almost all people have a concern for Truth and Justice. We all are looking for such 
people who tell truth, teach truth, and live for justice. It is very difficult to see such 
persons in today’s world. Some of us doubt whether it is possible to be just and 
fruitful. In the Bible we can see people who stood for justice and truth. One among 
them was John the Baptist. 

 

Facts about 

John the   

Baptist 

 John was the son of  
Zechariah and   
Elizabeth 

 His birth was fore-
told by the angel 
Gabriel 

 He was the cousin 
of Jesus 

 John was unique in 
the way he dressed 
with clothes of cam-
el’s hair and leather 
belt.   

 He ate locusts and 
wild honey. 

 He was beheaded 
by the orders of 
Herod 

John the Baptist—’The Way-Maker’ 
 
John the Baptist, who is the elder cousin 
of Jesus, was born to the priest Zachariah 
and Elizabeth. He led a very modest life. 
Both Jesus and John the Baptist lived in 
the same period. The people at that time 
were eagerly waiting for a messiah 
(savior), who redeems them from social, 
political, and spiritual disasters. By seeing 
John the Baptist’s holiness, truthful ac-
tions, just dealings and prophetic voice the 
people at that time suspected that he might 
be the Messiah. They asked him whether 
he was the Messiah. John the Baptist de-
nied the claim and stated clearly that he 
was not the Messiah. Instead he said “I am 
the voice that cries in the wilderness”. He 
was only a way-maker.   

God expects from us holy lives, truthful 
actions, and just dealings. When we are 
just, holy, and truthful, we are becoming 
the forerunners of Jesus Christ. Even 
though people were attracted towards John 
the Baptist, he was not claiming that he 
was greater than Jesus the real Messiah. 
We must all be pointers toward Jesus, the 
real light of the world. 

 

Relevance of John The Baptist’s Ministry 
 
The young, John the Baptist began his 
ministry in the context where the social, 
political and religious realms were totally 
corrupted and unjust. The poor people 
were exploited by the wealthy people. No-
body cared about morality and spirituality. 
Law and order was corrupted by the elites. 
In such a situation John the Baptist began 
to preach the Kingdom of God, where 
there is justice, truth and life for all people 
in its fullness. 

The message of John the Baptist was to 
“repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” In his sermon in Luke 3, we 
can see the seemingly hard advice he gave 
to the people who came to listen to him. 
He condemned the wealthy people for 
their luxurious lifestyle. To the tax collec-

tors who were collecting high taxes from 
the people, that they should not collect 
more than the amount they have to pay. 

To the soldiers, he said, “do not exhort 
money from anyone by threats or false ac-
cusation and be satisfied with your wag-
es”. He even rebuked King Herod for his 
immoral activity and he did not fear the 
consequences of his message and actions. 
Thus we can see that John the Baptist was 
a man who stood against the corruption 
and injustice that was prevalent at that 
time. 
 

John The Baptist`s attitude toward Jesus. 
(John 3:29-30) 
 
John the Baptist was shown as the forerun-
ner and witness of Jesus. He had a lot of 
followers and disciples, but he withdrew 
himself and presented Jesus as the son of 
God and Lamb of God. He himself de-
clared that “after me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me” (John 1:30) and that 
“he must increase and I must de-
crease” (John 3:30). 

By all these words we can see that John 
the Baptist, even though he was older than 
Jesus, tried to project Jesus as the Messiah 
and presented himself as only a way-
maker of Jesus, the real messiah. John the 
Baptist demonstrates who we are in rela-
tion to Jesus. Are we willing to be way-
makers for others? Do we have the humili-
ty to acknowledge the greatness of other 
people?  

Group Discussion: 
 

 Identify and briefly explain three present day social issues that 
require us to take a stand? 

 What prevents people from following the principle, “He must in-
crease and I must decrease”? 

 What changes can we make in our personal lives to look at others 
as greater than ourselves?  



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 

1. Which of the following was not a group John the Baptist’s ministry addressed? 
a. Wealthy people    c. Soldiers  
b. Shepherds              d. Tax Collectors 

 

2.  Who was John the Baptist’s father and what his father’s occupation? 
a. Zechariah: Priest   c. Zechariah: Prophet  
b. Simon: Priest              d. Simon: Prophet 

 

3.  Which of the following was a component of John the Baptist’s diet? 

a. wine     c. fish 
b. bread               d. locusts 
 

4.  The main role of John the Baptist could best be described as a/an : 

a. way-farer     c. prophet  
b. way-maker              d. priest 

 
 
Short Answer 
1. How did John the Baptist exemplify humility and incorporate it into his ministry? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Who were some individuals/groups John the Baptist had a specific message for? What 
was the message? 
 
 
 
 
Essay Questions 
 
Write an essay on the life and ministry of John the Baptist 
 Describe John the Baptist and the main points of his message (justice, boldness, humili-

ty etc.). 
 How did he facilitate the ministry of Jesus Christ? 
 How is his message relevant in today’s world? 



 
Values for Life 
 We should be humble in our lifestyle and dealings with others. 
 We should have the courage to speak up against injustices around us. 
 We should edify others and recognize their greatness. 

Life Response 
We should be able to live simple lives, free from excesses and worldly luxuries. 

We should try to raise our voice against injustices in our workplaces and society 

and should not be afraid of the consequences. Finally, we should have the ability 

to see the goodness and greatness of others.   

Memory  
Verse 

 He must increase, but I must decrease.  
John 3:30 

Closing Prayer 
 
Lord, Our Heavenly Father, help us to understand and trust 

your ways. Help us to be selfless and humble in all our ac-

tions. Amen.  
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 to explore the      
necessity of diligence, 
perseverance and hard 
work in achieving the 
kingdom of god 

faith 
T H EM E :  P E R SE R V E R E  T O  A C H I EVE  YO UR  GO AL S  

NRSV 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

7I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. 8 From now on there is 
reserved for me the crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on 
that day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.  

Galatians 2:19-21 
19 For through the law I died to the 
law, so that I might live to God. I 
have been crucified with 
Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who 
live, but it is Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave him-
self for me. 21 I do not nullify the 
grace of God; for if justification 

comes through the law, then Christ 
died for nothing. 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord 
and in the strength of his pow-
er. 11 Put on the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the dev-
il. 12 For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the au-
thorities, against the cosmic pow-
ers of this present darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take 
up the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to withstand on 
that evil day, and having done eve-
rything, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of 
truth around your waist, and put on 
the breastplate of righteous-
ness. 15 As shoes for your feet put 
on whatever will make you ready 
to proclaim the gospel of 
peace.16 With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one.17 Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 
18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in 
every prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert and always per-
severe in supplication for all the 
saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that 
when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gos-
pel, 20 for which I am an ambassa-
dor in chains. Pray that I may de-
clare it boldly, as I must speak 

Finishing the Race by 
keeping the  

A 

I 

M 

To learn about 
the role of the 
‘armor of god’ and 
other tools in 
Christian life 



INTRODUCTION 
 

John Sung was a Chinese evangelist responsible for one of the greatest Christian 
revivals in China. He was born in 1901 and was the sixth son of a poor pastor. At 
a young age he was committed to working for his church, even taking over the 
role of pastor when his father fell ill. His parents, recognizing his intelligence and 
potential, sent him to study in the United States when it was time for him to pur-
sue higher education. He had to work full time at various odd jobs to pay for his 
college education and housing and all the while maintained a stellar academic 
record. He graduated cum laude with degrees in physics and chemistry within 
three years and received a scholarship for doctoral studies from Ohio State Uni-
versity. Eventually, he earned his doctorate in Chemistry as well as countless aca-
demic accolades. At this point in his successful academic career, he was holding 
numerous well-paying job offers and research positions and had a bright future as 
a scientist. One night as he prayed, however, he heard the voice of God telling 
him "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 

soul?" Taking this as a new calling for his talents, he enrolled in theological seminary and worked just as hard 
in his new environment.  
 
Soon he left for China and began a fruitful twelve-year long ministry and a spiritual revival in China. He lived 
a humble life, almost as an ascetic, and trained new converts to evangelize all over the country. The legacy of 
this scientist turned evangelist lives on today in the various inroads he made into a spiritually dead China and 
in the countless individuals who came to Christ as a result.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

Perseverance 
Due to the pressure in contemporary culture to “live in the moment,” perseverance is something that many pay lip service 
to but then complain when asked to practice. A speaker once made the observation that we are the “McDonald’s” genera-
tion - where instant gratification of our desires has replaced the willingness to delay short-term pleasure for long-term 
gain. Similarly, technology and infrastructure has evolved to the extent that we do not need to go out of our way to ac-
quire any of the necessities of life– these things can all be brought to us by companies such as Amazon and Fedex. The 
radio station 1010 WINS had the motto “Get it first – get it fast – get it now – on 1010 WINS” 
A business executive of a Fortune 500 company once stated that as younger generations come into the workforce, they are 
expecting to be rewarded immediately instead of taking time to work hard to earn a place in the world. 
 
Teachers should provide examples from their own lives where perseverance and hard work paid off. They should also 
give examples where perseverance did not yield the expected reward and  to tell students the lesson(s) they learned from 
the experience (no matter how small the lesson). Students should be encouraged to think outside of their own circum-
stances and think whether God perhaps had something different in mind. 
 
Historical context of the early Church 
Christianity grew up in the Roman empire. The empire had for the most part a workable system with executive, legisla-
tive, judicial branches  - but these were not clearly defined; checks and balances shifted and positions could be bought. By 
the time of Christ, everything ultimately came under the control of the emperor, commonly called “Caesar.” 
Christianity was at first seen as a sect within Judaism by the Romans but slowly began to distinguish itself from the latter 
as more converts were gained.  It enjoyed periods of peace interspersed with those of persecution (Nero infamously being 
known for blaming the Christians for the Great Fire of Rome in 64AD and burning them alive to provide light for his gar-
dens at night).  Paul’s letters were written to various churches in order to strengthen new converts and also to remind eve-
ryone of their responsibilities as Christians. 
 
Teachers should do some external research on the history of the early church to provide further context (Ex: Bruce 
Shelley’s “Church History in Plain Language” is an accessible text). Teachers should provide contemporary examples of 
the dangers of spreading the gospel in countries that persecute Christians (such as North Korea).  



Bible Exposition 
Perseverance 

The well-known Christian author G.K. Chesterton wrote that, “The Christian ideal 
has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried."  
The work of the Kingdom of God, much like any work for any end, requires a great 
deal of perseverance and hard work. It was individuals with this work ethic and level 
of commitment who built the Church we see today. St. Paul travelled far and wide, 
tirelessly preaching the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:58) St. Thomas travelled to India, 
despite the demands of the journey, to spread the good news. Even more contem-
porary examples like John Sung exemplify this attitude.  

The perfect summary of this idea comes in Paul’s exhorta-
tion in 2 Timothy 4:7-8, where he speaks metaphorically on 
the work of a Christian. 

1. “Fought the good fight…”- Fight implies adversity or 
an enemy and therefore makes this example very appro-
priate. The life and journey of a Christian is fraught 
with uncertainty and temptations and the devil attempts 
to distract us from our heavenly goals. Our response 
should be to fight the “good fight” as resilient soldiers 
(2 Timothy 2:3-4) for Christ. 

2. “I have finished the race…”-This is reminiscent of the 
role of the athlete (2 Timothy 2:5). Athletic tasks re-
quire endurance and in a similar manner our work for 
the Kingdom of God requires us to endure despite how 
long and hard our journey is. (add more content; con-
nect to how Jesus said “It is finished”) 

3. “I have kept the faith…”-Paul concludes with a quality 
that is uniquely Christian and necessary for the work of 
the Kingdom of God. Faith is what drives us to perse-
vere and endure. Without it, our hard work and resili-
ence cannot come to fruition. 

Paul ends by reminding us of the “crown of righteousness”. 
This reward is both on a personal level, where God rewards 
our hard work and diligence, and on a kingdom level, where 
we see the advancement of the Kingdom of God 

Today, perseverance is not something that comes easily or 
is expected. To cultivate perseverance as a Christian, we 
need to be aware of at least these two facets: personal re-
sponsibility and commitment. 

Personal Responsibility 

Taking responsibility for our own actions is something that 
sounds very admirable in a speech but as seen in many in-
stances in life, this is usually not the case. We would much 
rather blame someone or something else rather than take 
responsibility for our own actions. Our culture and country 
also play into whether or not we inculcate a mentality of 
being responsible for our own actions and accepting the 
consequences of it. Elected leaders usually take the podium 
to highlight the flaws in their opponent’s reasoning and if 
needed, blame them fully for whatever challenges are being 
faced by their constituents. It was once noted in a law text-
book of the differences between certain cultures when it 
came to personal responsibility by giving an example: 

Suppose one is watching a mock baseball game where 
professionals are training for the upcoming season. A 
ball is struck by the batter and goes into the bleachers 
and strikes the watcher, injuring his hand or some other 

part of his body.  

If the watcher were of a certain culture, he would imme-
diately sue the baseball team for causing him injury.  If 
the watcher were of another culture, he would apolo-
gize for not sitting farther away since it is common 
sense that there is a good chance that a ball struck by a 
professional batter would clear the fence and potential-
ly cause injury to someone in the stands. 

 In the example above, the first person chose to blame 
someone else and the second chose to blame himself. The 
Bible has a wonderful example of this in the story of the 
prophet Nathan and King David (2 Samuel 12:1-13). David 
was quick to blame the rich man who had mercilessly 
slaughtered the lamb of his poorer neighbor but did not see 
the comparison to his own actions. In fact, it is unlikely that 
he would have seen the error of his ways unless God had 
sent the prophet Nathan to warn him. 

The Christian is called to first take a hard look at himself or 
herself before proceeding to spread the gospel. Are we hyp-
ocrites? Are there inadequacies within ourselves that others 
have pointed out that we refuse to acknowledge? 

Commitment  

Olympics athletes begin training for the event years before 
it actually happens. The training is hard, may expose the 
athletes to physical injury, and requires an unyielding com-
mitment to excellence. Furthermore, in the end, the athlete 
may not even win any medals and will return home without 
anything concrete to show for his or her efforts. 

Living the gospel is more difficult than speaking of it. It re-
quires a true commitment to the “long haul.” The parable of 
the sower where the seed produced good crop (Matthew 
13:8) is a good example. A small seed planted now in the 
heart of a person may take many decades to finally sprout 
so one should not be discouraged at not seeing immediate 
results. A committed follower of Christ is one whose own 
life begins to change to more reflect the life of her master –
she begins to exhibit in some small way the fruits of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) yet maintains the uniqueness that 
God gave her. 

As we commit to Christ throughout our lives, we begin to 
reach the state spoken of in Galatians 2:20, where Paul 
states that, “…it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who 
lives in me.” Though the disciples were untutored men, the 
religious leaders of their day were astonished to hear them 
speaking boldly and intelligently of their beliefs – and they 
noted that the disciples had been with Jesus (Acts 4:1-22). 
Although they had no scholar’s credentials, they had been to 
school in one sense – the school taught by Christ through 

† 



Group Discussion: 
 

 What are the challenges of being a true Christian to-
day? 

 How can we use the Armor of God in our lives today to 
overcome the challenges we face in our daily lives? 

word and example. 

Most of the disciples and many of the early Christians were 
martyred for their beliefs.  As far as society was concerned, 
they were like athletes who had never won a single medal in 
their entire lives. However, these men and women were 
striving for a different kind of medal – the type that is only 
awarded at the end of one’s life: the crown of righteousness, 
which can only be won by true commitment. 

The Armor of God 

Paul uses the image of a “soldier” to convey the preparation 
needed by a Christian for spiritual warfare. His audience 
would likely have been familiar with the Roman soldier. 
The Roman legions were renowned across much of the 
known world during the time of Christ for being a highly 
disciplined fighting force. They were well-trained, efficient, 
and responsible for keeping the Pax Romana (Roman peace 
– encompassing the ideal of a stable and peaceful coexist-
ence of all peoples throughout the empire) in the time of 
Christ. They would have been a familiar sight to anyone 
living in the empire.  

Though the Jews hated the Roman empire, its stability and 
structure allowed Christianity to spread and flourish. For 
example, in the Book of Acts, we read that it was due to the 
protection of a Roman commander that the apostle Paul es-
caped with his life when a group of Jews had made a vow 
neither to eat or drink till they had killed him (Acts 23:12-
35). Jesus himself pointed to the faith of a Roman centurion, 
proclaiming that the centurion’s faith was a cut above any 
that Jesus had seen in Israel (Matthew 8:5-13). 

Every young Christian, man and woman, is called to be a 
warrior in the non-traditional sense in that the war being 
fought is in the spiritual realm. As a soldier prepares for his 
work by donning armor, so a Christian also prepares for his 
or her work with the “Armor of God”: 

1.  Belt of Truth  

Truth has various definitions in Webster’s dictionary, all 
of which can be construed to be applicable in our walk 
with Christ: 

-Sincerity in action and character 

-Fidelity to an original or to a standard 

-In accordance with fact 

However, another definition is simply, “the quality or 
state of being true,” which is a circular definition for it 
uses the word ‘true’ to define truth. This underlines the 
difficulty in answering a question that has stymied phi-
losophers since time immemorial: “What is truth?” The 
answer is beyond the scope of this lesson but the truth  
is something that is truth in God’s eyes – which in and 
of itself can be difficult to grasp without much study 
and introspection. Furthermore, Paul writes of it as a 
belt i.e. something that holds everything together. 

2.  Breastplate of Righteousnes 

Righteousness is defined as the quality of being morally 
right or justifiable before God. The breastplate was a 
component of a soldier’s armor that covered his torso 
and vital organs from attack. It therefore ensured that he 
could withstand attacks from a skilled enemy fighter. 

Truth and Righteousness should be the foundation of 
our character. Then only can we remain upright and un-
scathed by the advances of the world. Furthermore, it is 
through these qualities that we model Christian living 
and allow others to encounter Christ.  

3.  Shield of Faith 

Faith is defined as a complete trust or confidence in 
someone or something. Jesus stated that faith as small as 
a mustard seed can move mountains (Mathew 17:20). 

Since faith is this powerful it is also an effective shield 
against every assault on us and our work.  The Shield of 
Faith only works when it is used properly to defend 
against attack – if a soldier does not raise his shield to 
defend himself, he is likely to lose his life. 

4.  Helmet of Salvation 

Salvation is defined as deliverance from sin and its con-
sequences, brought about by the sacrifice of Christ on 
the cross. Salvation becomes the basis of our victory 
against the enemy, the reason for our perseverance, and 
what we share with those who encounter us.  

5.  Sword of the Spirit (Word of God) 

The Bible and the word of God is our sole offensive 
instrument. It pierces through the arguments of the 
world and the devil. Jesus’ temptation in the desert 
(Mathew 4:1-11) shows us how even Jesus used the 
“sword of the spirit, which is the word of God” to de-
fend himself and drive away the enemy. It is for this 
reason the study of the word of God becomes so crucial 
to Christian life.  

Each part of the soldier’s “equipment” mentioned above has 
its own function. Using these tools, a Christian must be able 
to defend as well as attack. However, a Christian must be 
careful to remember that these are merely tools. It is our 
choice as to whether we don the armor and take up the 
sword. 

 

 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 

1. The item of armor or weaponry used to symbolize righteousness is the: 
a. Shield     c. Spear  
b. Breastplate              d. Belt 

 

2. The Latin words that best characterize the system of stability throughout the Roman 

Empire are: 

a. Quid pro quo    c. Pax Romana  
b. Vadis Romanum              d. Rom invicta 
 

3. Paul refers to himself as the following when delivering the gospel: 

a. A messenger to the lost   c. An ambassador in chains  
b. A bulwark of truth             d. A guiding light 

 

 
Short Answer  
 
1. List and describe three pieces of the armor of God. 

2. Describe what the apostle Paul meant when he spoke of fighting the “good fight” and 
finishing the “race”. 

Essay Questions 
 
As a result of perseverance, the apostle Paul stated the following in 2 Timothy 4:7 “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
Perseverance is a multi-faceted quality. How does a Christian develop this quality? 
 
a. Introduction (define perseverance and why it is important). 
b. Identify two different attributes of perseverance and how to develop these. 



 
Values for Life 
Instead of living for immediate gain or simply for tomorrow, let us focus on our 
Christian responsibility to reach others. The kingdom of God does not grow 
overnight. Christ planted the seeds and we, his disciples, have been tasked with 
making sure the seeds grow and spread to the four corners of the earth. We must 
cultivate a sense of personal responsibility and a commitment to hard work so 
that the message of the gospel may be shown through our words and our ac-
tions. 

Life Response 
Am I ready to make a long-term commitment to the Kingdom of God through my 
thoughts, words, and deeds or am I content with where I am right now? 

Memory  
Verse 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness…” 
2 Timothy 4:7-8a 

Closing Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we ask that you instill in us the value of per-
severance, equip us with faith, righteousness, truth, and make 
us diligent soldiers in your army. 



Grade Lesson 20  Unit 4  

 to recognize 
how Jesus glori-
fied god in his last 
prayer  

prayer 
T H EM E :  A  P R A Y E R  B E F O R E  J E SU S ’  I M MI N ENT  D EPART UR E FR O M T H E EART H  

NRSV 

John 17:1-26 

After Jesus had spoken these 
words, he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son 
may glorify you, 2 since you have 
given him authority over all peo-
ple, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glo-
rified you on earth by finishing the 
work that you gave me to do. 5 So 
now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the 
world existed. 
6 “I have made your name known 
to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8 for the 
words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have re-
ceived them and know in truth that 
I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9 I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but 
on behalf of those whom you gave 
me, because they are yours. 10 All 
mine are yours, and yours are 
mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. 11 And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12 While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that 
you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost 
except the one destined to be lost, 
so that the scripture might be ful-
filled. 13 But now I am coming to 
you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my 
joy made complete in themselves. 
14 I have given them your word, 
and the world has hated them be-
cause they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 15 I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I 
ask you to protect them from the 
evil one. 16 They do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 17 Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you 
have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. 
19 And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. 
20 “I ask not only on behalf of 
these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through 

their word, 21 that they may all be 
one. As you, Father, are in me and 
I am in you, may they also be in 
us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22 The glory 
that you have given me I have giv-
en them, so that they may be one, 
as we are one, 23 I in them and you 
in me, that they may become com-
pletely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24 Father, I desire that 
those also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to 
see my glory, which you have giv-
en me because you loved me be-
fore the foundation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, the world 
does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have 
sent me. 26 I made your name 
known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which 
you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 

Jesus’ High 
Priestly 

A 

I 

M 

To understand 
how Jesus prayed 
for his disciples 

 to understand 
how Jesus prays 
for all the believ-
ers 



INTRODUCTION 
 

Each and every one of us has a God-given purpose for our lives. How we interact with that 
purpose and how faithful we are important ways of evaluating the impact of our lives.  

The question we need to address for this lesson is, “Are you aware of the purpose of your life 
and are you actively working to fulfill it?” 

Below are how some famous people described the fulfillment of their own purpose: 

 D.L. Moody (1837-1899, was an American evangelist who founded the Moody Bible Institute in Chica-
go) was reported to have turned to his sons and said, "If God be your partner, make your plans large."  

 Martin Luther, German monk, Catholic pr iest, professor  of theology, a major  force in the 
Protestant Reformation and founded the Lutheran denomination, said "Our God is the God from whom 
cometh salvation. God is the Lord by whom we escape death." “Into Thy hands I commend my spirit! 
Thou hast redeemed me, O God of truth.” 

 ""He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose."" - Jim Elliott 
(Evangelical Christian who was one of five missionaries killed while participating in an attempt to evan-
gelize the Huaorani people of Ecuador.) 

These words have become a reflection of the vision of their lives. Despite being some of the greatest and most 
famous people in the world, at the end of their lives each of the above people remembered their God, im-
plored others to follow Jesus and acknowledged the life they lived was for Him and because of Him.  

Teacher’s Preparation 

Jesus’ High Priestly prayer reflects these following themes: 
 
  Humility 
 Luke 18:9-14-Prayer of Pharisee and Tax Collector  
 
 Stewardship 
 Mathew 25:14-30-Parable of the Talents 
 
 Sanctification 
 Romans 12:1-2 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sister, by the mercies of God, to present  
 your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do 
 not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you  
 may discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
 
 Unity 
 Acts 4:32-35 “Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul…” 



Bible Exposition 
Chapters 14 – 17 of the Gospel of John are often viewed by many as Jesus’ Fare-
well Discourse given to the disciples immediately after the Last Supper and the 
night before His crucifixion. Jesus's high priestly prayer is found only in the gospel 
of John and is by far the longest prayer of Jesus in any of the gospels. The prayer 
takes place at the end of His final instructions to the disciples and before His cruci-
fixion.  

John 17:1-5: Petition for glorification based on the completion 
of his work and humility 

As Jesus begins his first petition, we see the unmistakable divinity 
of Christ put on display. We see that Jesus was one with God 
“before the world existed” and was sent by the only true God to 
give “eternal life”, i.e. the salvation of the world. This is unlike 
any of the cryptic statements and parables that Jesus usually spoke 
with and is befitting the radical change that was about to happen. 
Jesus’ candor is echoed by the disciples in John 16:29 “His disci-
ples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of 
speech!” The central beliefs of the Christian faith are crystallized 
here and most disagreement over the nature and purpose of Jesus 
can be put to rest. Furthermore one of Jesus’ most singular fea-
tures, His humility and submission to God the Father, is clearly 
evidenced here. Faced with the gravity of what he is about to do, 
Jesus asks the Father to glorify Him and says he is finishing the 
work God gave him to do. Nothing came from himself, but was 
the gift of God. Our mission to spread the gospel should be carried 
out with similar faithfulness and humility, acknowledging God as 
the both the supreme recipient and dispenser of Glory. Then we 
too will be able to glorify God by finishing the work he gave us to 
do.  

17:6-10: Petitions for his disciples and stewardship 

Then, Jesus begins to pray for the disciples he will soon be leaving 
behind. He first relates how the disciples have grown and takes on 
a role reminiscent of the steward who was faithful with his talents. 
Jesus says that his Father gave the disciples to Him, and while 
they might have been under Jesus’ care for a short time, they ulti-
mately belong to the father. And while Jesus taught them and 
cared for them, he revealed the Father to them through everything 
he has said and done. And now they have believed with all their 
heart that Jesus is the Son of God and have accepted the truth of 
the Gospel. Here Jesus exemplifies good stewardship. Just as he 
took care of those God has given him, we also have a responsibil-
ity to be accountable with all God has given us and to develop 
everything for the glory of God. This petition ends with Jesus 
praying and interceding for the disciples he has loved so much. 
They have become faithful servants and set apart from the evil 
ways of the world to glorify God.   

17:11-19: Petition for the preservation and sanctification of "his 
own" in the world 

Continuing along the same vein of transparency and earnest pray-
er, Jesus prays for those he is leaving behind (though not truly). 
He says “Holy Father”, the only instance in the New Testament 
where God is addressed this way, to acknowledge the complete 
power and love of God and prays that his disciples may be pro-
tected “in the name you have given me”. Then Jesus goes on to 
say that he is sending his disciples out into the world and says 
“they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world.” In emphasizing that those who choose to believe in Jesus, 
His message, and the One who sent him are no longer of the 
world, Jesus exemplifies a third important quality, sanctification 
or being set-apart. In John 17:19 Jesus says he has sanctified 
himself and set himself apart first so that they also may be sancti-
fied. Our task from God requires us to renounce our place in the 
world and accept our place in the kingdom of God.  

17:20-23: Petition for unity of "his own" 

Approaching the climax of Jesus’ prayer, we see Jesus transcend 
both time and place by praying for all the believers there will ever 
be, including us. Jesus always exemplifies a virtue or attribute 
before exhorting us to follow it and just as in the previous peti-
tions, he prays that “that they may be one, as we are one…”. He 
says that just has he and the Father are inherently one, without any 
separation in nature, we too are called to follow this perfect model 
of unity and love. In fact, of all the qualities Jesus has modeled 
(i.e. humility, stewardship, and sanctification), unity is perhaps the 
most important. It is through unity, Jesus says, that we are able to 
demonstrate that “…you have sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me.” It is essential to the true practice of our 
faith. While the relationship between Christian denominations 
throughout the world is one aspect of a discussion about unity, the 
most important part is how we love our brothers and sisters in our 
day to day lives and how committed we are to selflessly serving 
those in need. It is only in this manner the love of God is put on 
display.  

17:24-26: Petition for the union of "his own" with himself 

As the prayer ends, Jesus prays that “his own” may one day be 
with him and share in His glory. It shows us how God yearns to be 
near us and united with us and how Jesus was the ultimate means 
to make that happen. The final petition reminds us that, despite the 
struggles of this world, we should be strengthened by the union 
we have with the Holy Trinity and the love of God that transcends 
the world. 

Each of us should be able to pray like this at the end of our life 
and should be confident that the family members and friends un-
der our influence are not lost and have known God (this prayer 
can be customized by each one of us). Our mission in this world 
should be carried out with humility, good stewardship, sanctifica-
tion, and unity. That way all will know about the great gift we are 
partakers of. Finally, we should also remember that we have a 
Savior who loves us and is constantly interceding for us.  

Group Discussion: 
 
Discuss the relevance of Jesus’ high priestly prayer and its 

themes in our lives. 

† 



Group Discussion 

LESSON REVIEW 

Multiple Choice 

 
1.  Which term to address god is only used once in the New Testament? 

a. Rabboni     c. Father  
b. Holy Father              d. Lord 

 

2. Which of the following is not a petition made by Jesus during His prayer?  

a. Unity     c. Salvation  
b. Judgement              d. Glorification 
 

 
Short Answer  
 
1. Identify and discuss the four themes in Jesus’ final prayer. 

 

Essay Questions 
 
Jesus farewell speech takes on many roles, such as intercessory prayer or exhortation. Dis-
cuss this prayer and its petitions.  
a. Introduction 
b. What did Jesus pray for? His specific petitions? 
c. What qualities did Jesus exemplify in his life? Give one example of each. 
d. How can we apply these values to our life today? 
e. Conclusion 



 
Values for Life 
We should be pursuing fame and glory in the kingdom to come. Consider where 

your treasure is and where your priorities are. Is it material wealth or recognition 

by those around us? Is it in the service of poor and destitute fringes of our socie-

ty? Is it in spreading the gospel through our actions and demeanor? When we set 

these in order our efforts can become aligned with and serve a greater purpose.  

Life Response 
Jesus has given instructions for how to live our lives as well as constantly protects 

us and cares for us. It is our responsibility to reveal Him to those around us 

through the way we live and to be united in the service of our brothers and sis-

ters.  

Memory  
Verse 

I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 
John 17:6 

Closing Prayer 
 
Holy Father, we want to thank for your love and care for us, 

that we are protected and taken care of as your children and 

not as children of the world. Help us to continue doing your 

work faithfully and humbly. Let our legacy be pleasing and 

worthy in your sight. Amen.  


